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54-asis zurnalo Colloquia numeris susiformavo paritetiniais pagrindais: jame lie-
tuviy ir latviy literattiros ir istoriskai priartéja, ir kulttriskai issiskiria, o tiesio-
giné lyginamoiji $iy dviejy kaimyniniy $aliy literattury, visuomenés pokyciy ir
atminties studijy problematika gvildenama ir recenzijy skiltyje.

Straipsniy bloka pradeda Vigmantas Butkus, tyrinéjantis, kaip stambesniuose
ir smulkesniuose XX a. 2—4 desimtmeciy latviy rasytojy prozos, poezijos, dramos
kariniuose reprezentuota bendra lietuviy ir latviy atminties vieta — 700-osios
Saulés musio metinés, 1936 m. taip ir nepaminétos bendrai valstybiskai. Ty-
rimas atskleidzia, jog lietuviy tipazai dazniausiai reprezentuoti ne kaip tolimas
ir svetimas, o kaip artimas ir savas kitas, kiriniuose iskelta balty bendrumo ir
vienybés idéja, o ziemgaliy vaidmuo paciame Saulés musyje latviy sureikSmintas
neadekvaciai. Latvijos universiteto mokslininké Ilzé Jansoné gilinasi | XX a. lat-
viy visuomenés atminciy tinkla vienos iskiliausiy Siuolaikinés latviy prozininkés
Gundegos Repsés romanuose. Interpretacines Naujojo istorizmo galimybes Jan-
son¢ siekia praplésti taikydama zvilgsnio ,,i$ apacios” perspektyva, formuojancia
naujus fikcijos, istorijos ir kalbos apmastymo budus. Latvijos universiteto Lite-
ratliros, tautosakos ir meno instituto mokslininké Ieva E. Kalnina prie atminties
problematikos prisilyti nagrinédama zymios prieskario Latvijos poetés Veronikos
Strelertés autobiografinj pasakojima, apimantj jos gyvenimo, kurybos egzilyje,
buvimo motina ir poete patirtis, kurias straipsnio autoré traktuoja kaip vientisa
gyvenimo teksta, atsiskleidziantj poetés kiiriniuose ir gretinamuose jos siinaus ir
poetés Margitos Gutmanés atsiminimuose. Gastropoetikos ir grotesko raiskos as-
pektus lyginamajam latviy ir lietuviy prozos tyrimui pasitelkia Laura Laurusaité,
parodydama, jog simbolinis maisto ir galios rysys Siuolaikinéje Guncio Berelio ir
levos Dumbrytés prozoje, pasiekes groteskui biidingo perversyvumo, panaudoja-
mas kaip jtaigi politiniy ir socialiniy sistemy kritika.

Neisleisdama i$ akiraCio avangardizmo Europoje ir Rusijoje konteksto,
Gitana Vanagaité susitelkia j nesistemiska karo vaizdinio sklaida XX a. 2—4
desimtmeciy lietuviy literatiiroje, daugiausia — zurnalo Keturi véjai autoriy ka-

ryboje, Siam avangardizmo topui suteikusioje ir konkrec¢iy kovy uz Lietuvos

LEL8-C8INSSI | PS | VINDOTI0D



¥S | vINDOTT10D

nepriklausomybe bruozy. | lietuviskas realijas orientuotas ir Sauliaus Vasiliaus-
ko archyvine medziaga bei literatiiros mokymo programy analize grjstas straips-
nis apie institucinj vélyvojo sovietmecio lietuviy literaturos mokymo adminis-
travimg ir asmeniska direktyvas jam karusiyjy veikima siekiant, kad mokykly
programose buty iSsaugota kuo daugiau lituanistinio turinio.

Sio numerio publikacijoje i§ archyvy skelbiamas Birutés AviZinienés parengtas,
i$ rusy kalbos i$verstas ir komentarais aprupintas rasytojos Onos Pleirytés-Puidie-
nés-Vaidilutés visa gyvenima rasyto dienorascio Mano gyvenimo knyga fragmentas
i$ 1918 mety. Rusijos pilietinio karo sumaistj Pleiryté su vaikais patyré gyvendama
Celiabinske, dienorastyje netikétais rakursais pasirodo sunkaus jos asmeninio gyve-
nimo ir aktyvios visuomeninés veiklos profiliai, sutikty zmoniy portretai.

Tradicine ,,Nuomoniy domino* rubrika, kurioje nevengiant astresniy kam-
pu narstomos profesinés aktualijos, Siame numeryje uzpildo trys angazuoti pa-
sisakymai. Savo jzvalgas susiejusi su neseniai mirusios Lietuviy literatturos ir
tautosakos instituto kolegés Elenos Baliutytés lietuviy literaturos kritikos ty-
rimais ir mokslininko nepriklausomumo idéja, Dalia Satkauskyté samprotauja
apie institucinj mokslo politikos spaudima ir projektinio mokslo finansavimo
nulemtus pokyc¢ius lietuviy literattrologijoje. Bidama Valstybinés lituanistiniy
tyrimy ir sklaidos 2016—-2024 m. programos pirmininké, ji kvestionuoja tarp-
tautiSkuma kaip mokslinés veiklos efektyvumo rodiklj, iskelia jo privalumus ir
trukumus (vienas jy — autokolonialistinis mokslininky pozitris j save pacius),
taCiau kartu prieina iSvada — privalome kalbéti pasauliui i$ savo kulttiros vi-
daus, nes, ,jei nebandysime savo tyrimy integruoti j tarptautine mokslo erdve,
uz mus netrukus kalbés kiti — kaip apie nebylius Ciabuvius®. Juraté Sprindyté
kalboje, pasakytoje atsiimant jai paskirta 2024 m. Vytauto Kubiliaus vardo pre-
mija, subtiliai brézia kritiko(s) samoningumo konttrus atsiremdama j Kubiliaus
figlira, taciau ir iSbandziusi maksimas savo kaip kritikés kelyje: , kritikas yra ne
pasaukimas ir ne profesija, o istoriskai mastantis zmogus®, ,kritika pasaukta buti
literatiros proceso pagrindine oponente, jos keliy ir galimybiy tikrintoja, litera-
turos sveikatos puoselétoja“. Gintarés Bernotienés laudacija Juratei Sprindytei
neisvengiamai osciliuoja tarp Siy dviejy neeilinio ryskio lietuviy literattirology
ir visy pirma apeliuoja j kritikos ne tik kaip estetinio sprendimo, bet ir etinio,
politinio veikimo, jos Zzmogiskumo dimensijas.

Rubrikoje ,,Pokalbiai* Jaraté CerSkuté kalbina §imet Lietuvos lyginamosios

literatiiros asociacijos premija pelniusia Ausra Jurgutieng, apdovanota uz mono-
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grafija Dekonstrukciniy skaitymy uZrasai ir uz ilgametj jos inicijuota konceptua-
liosios kritikos projekta — kertiniy Siuolaikinés literattirologijos teksty vertimy i
lietuviy kalba koordinavima. Klausinéjama apie jos kaip tyréjos, déstytojos kelia
nuo neoromantizmo per fenomenologija, hermeneutika iki pat dekonstrukcijos
studijy, Jurgutiené kalba ir apie asmeniskai iSgyventus akademinius klausimus —
wteisingo® perskaitymo iliuzija, reta susikalbéjimo galimybe, mokslininko vie-
natve teksty apsupty, plac¢iau atveriancius visuminj humanistikos akiratj.

Recenzijy skyriuje Reda Pabarciené detaliai aptaria Ramunés Bleizgienés ir
Birutés Avizinienés sudaryta straipsniy rinkinj Motery istorijos eskizai. XIX a.
antra pusé — XX a. pirma pusé — etapinj sutelktomis istorijos, dailés, literatiiros
tyrinétojy pajégomis pasiekta rezultata. Istorikas Valdemaras Klumbys, recen-
zuodamas Viktorijos Jonkutés monografija Tarp praeities ir ateities: Kolektyviné
atmintis XX a. pabaigos Atgimimo laikotarpio lietuviy ir latviy kultirinéje spau-
doje, pratesia Siame numeryje plétojama atminties ir besiskirianciy balty tauty
savivaizdziy tema. Jo nuomone, lietuviy ir latviy tauty kulttriniy skirtumy esa-
ma daugiau nei panasumuy, skirtinga netgi sovietmecio jtaka. Karolina Bagdoné
recenzuoja Princetono universiteto leidinj — jtakingo JAV lyginamuyjy literataros
studijy mokslininko Davido Damroscho veikala Comparing the Literatures: Lite-
rary Studies in a Global Age (Lyginant literattras: literataros studijos globaliame
amziuje), kuriame bréziama Sios tyrimy Sakos istorija, vertimy svarba ir moks-
lininky asmenybiy, dazniausiai iSeiviy, indélis j komparatyvistika. Damroschas
konstatuoja, kad kur kas labiau nei metodologijos komparatyvinius tyrimus da-
bar veikia institucijos, $aliy politika ir akademinis finansavimas, o Bagdoné Sia
iSvada suabejoja.

Publikacijos angly ir lietuviy kalbomis liudija Colloguia zurnale besifor-
muojancia regioninio ir platesnio tarptautinio polilogo erdve, Siame numeryje
konsoliduota lyginamuyjy tyrimy, ,su pasaulio pulsu® sutampanciy metodolo-
gijy, literaturology sagmoningumo ir svaraus jy kalbéjimo i savosios kultaros
vidaus. Kad ir kokie nepatvariis biity viso zurnalo turinio subendrinimai, sie

prasmés vektoriai atrodo esantys tikri.
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Foreword

The historical closeness and cultural distinctiveness of the Lithuanian and Lat-
vian literatures have determined the structure of the 54th issue of Colloguia: it
has been composed on the principle of parity. The review section also addresses
the direct comparative issues of the literatures of the two neighboring countries,
societal change and memory studies.

The section of articles begins with Vigmantas Butkus, who examines how the
common Lithuanian and Latvian memory—the 700th anniversary of the Battle of
Saulé, which was not jointly commemorated in 1936 on state level—is represented
in the larger and smaller works of prose, poetry and drama by Latvian writers in
the 1910s—1930s. Butkus’ research has revealed that the Lithuanian characters are
mostly represented not as distant and alien, but as close other. The works also raise
the idea of Baltic unity and togetherness. The author of the article points to the
role of the Semigallians in the Battle, which has been inadequately emphasized
by Latvians. Ilze Jansone, researcher at the University of Latvia, investigates the
web of memories of twentieth-century Latvian society in the novels of one of the
most prominent contemporary Latvian novelists, Gundega Repse. The author of
the article expands the interpretative possibilities of New Historicism by applying
the perspective of looking from below, which offers new ways of thinking about
fiction, history and language. Ieva E. Kalnina approaches the issue of memory by
examining the autobiographical narrative of the famous pre-war Latvian poetess
Veronika Strélerte, which includes her life and work in exile and her experiences
of being a mother and a poet. Kalnina treats it as a single life text, which has been
revealed in the poetess’s works and in the memoirs of her son Pavils Johansons
and poetess Margita Gutmane. Laura Laurusaité makes use of aspects of the
expression of gastropoetics and the grotesque in a comparative study of Latvian
and Lithuanian prose to show that the symbolic relationship between food and
power in the contemporary prose of Guntis Berelis and leva Dumbryté, which has
reached the subversive level of the grotesque, has been used as a powerful tool to
criticize the political and social systems.

Without losing sight of the context of avant-garde in Europe and Russia,
Gitana Vanagaité focuses on the unsystematic dissemination of the image of war

in Lithuanian literature of the 1910s—1930s, mainly in the work of the authors
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of the magazine Keturi véjai (The Four Winds), which also gave this avant-garde
topic the specific features of the struggles for Lithuanian independence. Sau-
lius Vasiliauskas’s article, based on archival material and an analysis of literature
curricula in schools, also addresses Lithuanian realities. It deals with the insti-
tutional management of Lithuanian literature education in the late Soviet era and,
the personal undertaking of those who created directives for it in order to preserve
as much Lithuanian studies content as possible in school curricula.

“Publication” section features a surviving excerpt of the 1918 diary My
Life Book, written by Ona Pleiryté-Puidiené-Vaidiluté, prepared by Biruté
Aviziniené. She also translated it from the Russian and provided comments.
Pleiryté and her children went through the turmoil of the Russian Civil War
while living in Chelyabinsk, and the diary reveals woman’s difficult personal life
and her active social life, portrays people she met in unexpected angles.

This issue’s “Domino of Opinions” section, which traditionally focuses on
professional topical issues without avoiding the sharper angles, consists of three
engaging texts. Linking her insights to the research on Lithuanian literary criticism
by her recently deceased colleague at the Institute of Lithuanian Literature and
Folklore, Elena Baliutyté, and the idea of the independence of a scholar, Dalia
Satkauskyté deliberates on the institutional pressure of science policy and the
changes in Lithuanian literary studies brought about by the funding of project-based
science. As the Chair of the State Program for Lithuanian Studies and Dissemination
2016-2024, she questions internationalism as an indicator of the effectiveness of
scholarship, highlighting its strengths and weaknesses (the autocolonial attitude of
scholars towards themselves is one of them). At the same time, Satkauskyté argues
that we must speak to the world from within our own culture, because “if we do
not try to integrate our research into the international scholarly space, very soon
others will start speaking for us—as mute indigenous people.” Juraté Sprindyté
in her acceptance speech for her 2024 Vytautas Kubilius Prize, subtly sketches
the contours of the critic’s consciousness by drawing on the figure of Kubilius,
but also by looking back at the maxims that she tested on her own path as
a critic: “a critic is not a vocation or a profession but a historically thinking
person,” “criticism is called to be the main opponent of the literary process,
the scrutinizer of its ways and possibilities, and the nurturer of the health of
literature.” Gintaré Bernotiené’s laudation to Sprindyté inevitably oscillates

between these two extraordinary Lithuanian literary scholars and, above all,
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appeals to the dimensions of criticism not only as an aesthetic decision but also
as an ethical and political act and its humanity.

In the “Conversations,” Jaraté CerSkuté interviews Aufra Jurgutiené,
this year’s Lithuanian Comparative Literature Association's laureate, who was
awarded the prize for her monograph Dekonstrukciniy skaitymy uzrasai (Notes on
Deconstructive Readings) and for the long-standing conceptual criticism project
she initiated—the coordination of the translation of seminal texts of contemporary
literary criticism into Lithuanian language. When asked about her path as
a researcher and lecturer, from Neo-romanticism, through phenomenology and
hermeneutics, all the way to deconstruction, Jurgutiené talks about the academic
issues she has personally experienced: the illusion of the “correct” reading, the
rare possibility of making oneself understood, and the loneliness of the scholar
surrounded by texts that open up the holistic horizon of the humanities.

In the review section, Reda Pabardiené discusses the collection of articles
by Ramuné Bleizgiené and Biruté Aviziniené, Sketches of Women’s History. The
Late Nineteenth and the Early Twentieth Centuries, the result of the united efforts
of historians, art and literary scholars The historian Valdemaras Klumbys, who
reviews Viktorija Jonkuté’s monograph Between the Past and the Future: Collective
Memory in the Lithuanian and Latvian Late Twentieth-Century Revival Cultural
Press, continues the theme of memory and the different self-images of the
Baltic peoples. In his opinion, there are more cultural differences between the
Lithuanian and Latvian peoples than similarities, even the impact of the Soviet
era differs. Karolina Bagdoné reviews the Princeton University Press publication
Comparing the Literatures: Literary Studies in a Global Age by David Damrosch,
an influential American scholar of comparative literary studies, which outlines
the history of this branch of research, the importance of translations and the
contribution of scholarly figures, mostly expatriates, to comparative studies.
Damrosch concludes that far more than methodology, comparative research
is now influenced by institutions, national policies and academic funding,
a conclusion that Bagdoné calls into question.

The publications in English and Lithuanian testify to the emergence of
a regional and broader international polylogue in Colloquia. In this issue, it has
been consolidated by comparative research and methodological approaches that
feel the pulse of the world, the awareness of literary scholars and their significant
utterance from within their own culture. However uncertain the generalizations
of the journal’s content, these vectors of meaning seem true.
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