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ŠVIETIMO INSTITUCIJOS 

The Network of Education Policy Centers 

Virginija Būdienė 

The Education Policy Centers (EPC) emerged 

in the region in the last couple of years addres

sing the need for independent and information 

based policy analysis, advocacy for equity, and 

effective, sustainable solutions in education po

licy processes. They took on the role of an in

dcpendent voice in maturing democracies and 

open societies. The Centers are diverse in na

ture, organizational structure, professional bac

kground, scope, size, and role in education 

change. Most of the Centers established social 

partnerships with key stakeholders in educa

tion in their countries. The common feature of 

the Centers is that they are based on strong 

local knowledge, have developed international 

contacts, and have built links with key interna

tional organizations. Education Support Pro

gram of the Open Society Institute (OSI ESP) 

mapped and helped bring together the Educa

tion Policy Centers from a wide geographic 

area. 

Large number of Education Policy Centers 

is OSI-related and contributcs to opcn, dcmoc

ratic and participatory policy processes. They 

promote and monitor transparent, nondiscri

minatory, nonselective education for all by of

fering quality research and analysis. Centers are 

information and alternative policy options and 

facilitating open public debate and raising awa

reness through advocating for policies aimed 

at equal access to all levels of education. 

The OSI Education Support Program hel

ped to lay the foundation for the networking 

of OSI related Education Policy Centers by ini

tiating two meetings where participants sha

red their centers' experiences and also discus

sed joint projects and future cooperation. An 

initial meeting of five Education Policy Centers 

of EU accession countries was held in May 2003. 

OSI ESP has started to map out the educa

tion policy centers and has facilitated the ex

change of information and expertise among the 

centers. 

A meeting of OSI network related Educa

tion Policy Centers was held in Bratislava from 

November 28-29, 2003 followed by a training 

session on Education Policy on November 

30th. The OSI Education Support Program to

gether with the Education Policy Center at 

Orava Association, Slovakia, organized the 

meeting. 

Second annual meeting was organized in 

Tbilisi, Georgia July 2-4 by the Center of Edu

cation Policy Planning and Management, Ge-

successful in providing altcrnative sources of orgia. 
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The Education Policy Centers have few 

joint activities already: they have developed the 

Directory of the EPC Network, publish elec

tronic Newsletter 'Education Policy' which can 

be found on the Network's lnternet site hllp;. 

Uepc.objectis.net. 

Education Policy Center atVilnius Univer

sity is coordinating activities of the Network 

in 2005. The next annual meeting of the Net

work of the Education Policy Centers will be 

organized in Vilnius, October 2005 with thc 

support of OSI Education Support Program. 

The Education Policy Centcrs through net

working have opportunities to gain ncw ideas 

and contacts, plan joint projects and learning 

events, develop education policy analysis and 

advocacy capacity. The OSI ESP will continue 

to encourage development of the Network and 

professional communication on education 

change in respective countries in line with the 

open society education agenda. 

The Directory of the EPC Network was 

published recently. The Directory presents 

prafiles of more then 20 centers in Centrai and 

Eastem Europe and the former Soviet Union, 

including contact information, summarics of the 

centers' activities, recent projccts and partncrs. 

The Directory, initiated by the Network of 

Education Policy Centers, brings much hope 

that it will becomc an important tool for the 

exchangc of information and cxpericnces thus 

strengthening capacitics of thc ccnters and will 

serve as a good information source for the wi

der educational community. 

For morc information, pleasc, contact Pro-

ject Director Virginija Būdiene, 
Vilnius University 

Education Policy Center 

Universiteto g. 9/1, room 412 

LT-01513, Vilnius 

Lithuania 

Phone: +370 5 2667623 

Cell phone: + 370 698 27599 

Fax: +370 5 2667600 

E-mail: virginija.budienc@fsf.vu.lt 
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