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Sis, 17-asis, Archaeologia Lituana tomas skirtas vie-
nai iskiliausiy Lietuvos archeologiy, Lietuvos akmens
amziaus mokyklos kiiréjai, habilituotai daktarei Rimu-
tei Rimantienei, kurios 95-asis gimtadienis ir moks-
liné veikla buvo paminéti 2015 m. rugséjo 17-19 d.
Vilniaus universitete surengtoje astuntoje tarptautingje
mokslinéje konferencijoje Prof. Jono Puzino skaity-
mai. Konferencijos tema — ,,Ankstyvosios priesistorés
paminklavieciy perziiira: senosios medziagos verti-
nimas, naujy teorijy kirimas“. Tema pasirinkta neat-
sitiktinai, R. Rimantiené akmens amziumi, kitaip —
ankstyvosios priesistorés laikotarpiu susidoméjo dar
archeologijos studiju Vilniaus universitete metu. Jos
diplominis darbas tema ,,Stambieji titnaginiai dirbi-
niai ir kampinés kultiros klausimas Lietuvoje®, skirtas
vienai i§ svarbiy akmens amziaus problemuy, parasytas
ir apgintas 1942 m. Visgi pirmasis salytis su archeo-
logija ir akmens amziumi jvyko dar anksc¢iau, kai ji
su savo tévu, Zymiu istoriku Konstantinu Jablonskiu,
upiy pakrantése rinko titnaginius dirbinius, keramika
ir kitus akmens amziaus ir kity laikotarpiy radinius.
Dar studijy Vilniaus universitete metu R. Jablonsky-
te leidinyje Wtauto DidZiojo kultiros muziejaus me-
trastis paskelbé straipsnj ,,Akmens amziaus stovykla
Skarulivose (Jonavos vls., Kauno apskr.)*. Tai buvo
ankstyvas, bet tvirtas pirmas zingsnis mokslo keliu,
akmens amziaus laikotarpio pazinimo link. Po studijy,
nepaisant karo ir pokario sunkumuy, prasidéjo itemptas
kryptingas archeologo darbas, kurio rezultatas — ar-
cheologiniy tyrinéjimy ir atradimy gausa, monogra-
fijos ir straipsniai, proverzis ar tikras ,,perversmas‘
akmens amziaus laikotarpio pazinime. Iki R. Riman-
tienés tyrin¢jimy apie akmens amziy Lietuvoje Zinota
nedaug; akmeniniy dirbiniy kolekcijos muziejuose ir
privaciuose rinkiniuose ir menkos zinios apie juos bei
dar kuklesnis laikotarpio supratimas, paremtas dau-
giausia spekuliatyvia turimy radiniy interpretacija.
Manau, galima net teigti, kad, Jonui Puzinui XX a. ke-

tvirto deSimtmecio antroje pusé¢je pradéjus moksling
archeologija Lietuvoje, akmens amziaus laikotarpio
moksliniy tyrinéjimy pradzia sietina su R. Rimantie-
nés vardu. Svarbu paminéti ir tai, kad R. Rimantiené,
tikra mokslininké tyréja, nors ir trumpai, keleta mety
dirbo ir pedagoginj darba — Vilniaus universiteto stu-
dentams skaité akmens amziaus kursa, o Svencéiant Ar-
cheologijos katedros 70-meti, maloniai sutiko pasida-
lyti atsiminimais apie Archeologijos katedros veiklos
pradzia Vilniaus universitete. Detalesng informacija
apie R. Rimantienés moksling veikla ir kai kuriuos
biografijos faktus rasime specialiai §iam leidiniui pa-
rengtame prof. dr. Adomo Butrimo straipsnyje.

Siame tome publikuojami devyni moksliniai straips-
niai, 1§ kuriy Sesi paraSyti konferencijoje skaityty zodi-
niy ar stendiniy praneSimy pagrindu, o likusieji trys —
parengti ne konferencijos dalyviy. Septyni straipsniai
skirti akmens amziaus problematikai, ir tik du analizuo-
ja vélesnio laikotarpio archeologing problematika.

Pirmame straipsnyje, kaip minéta, Adomas Butri-
mas, daug mety dirbes kartu su R. Rimantiene, apzvel-
gia jos moksling veikla, paminédamas ir kai kuriuos
svarbius biografijos momentus. Galima tik pritarti
straipsnio autoriaus nuomonei, kad R. Rimantienés
tyrimy laikotarpis yra istisa akmens amziaus epocha.
Pradéjusi archeologing veikla dar prie§ Antraji pasau-
linj kara, kai apie akmens amziy buvo Zinoma labai
nedaug, iSugdziusi visa biirji mokiniy, ji neabejotinai
suktiré¢ Lietuvos akmens amziaus archeologing mo-
kykla ir padéjo tvirtus pagrindus tolesnei akmens am-
ziaus laikotarpio tyrimy raidai.

Antrame straipsnyje esty archeologas i$ Tartu uni-
versiteto Kaarel Sikk pristaté Estijos akmens amziaus
gyvenvietése aptikty ugniavieciy tyrimy rezultatus.
Straipsnis paremtas solidzia 167 ugniaviec¢iy duomeny
baze. Tai pirmasis §iy itin svarbiy archeologiniy struk-
tiry tyrimas Estijoje. Straipsnyje daugiausia démesio
skirta akmeny naudojimui ugniavietése, kurie, pasak
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straipsnio autoriaus, susij¢ su gyvenvieciy ekonomi-
ka, o ugniavieciy irengimo pokyc¢iai atspindi bendros
pragyvenimo strategijos pokycius. Remdamasis su-
rinktais duomenimis, straipsnio autorius i$skyré ketu-
ris ugniavieciy struktiiry tipus: ugniavietés duobése su
akmenimis; ugniavietés, irengtos ant akmeny pagrin-
do; primityvios keptuvés ir ugniavietés su atskirais
didesniais akmenimis. Straipsnio autoriaus nuomone,
ugniavieciy struktiiriniai bruozai atskleidzia informa-
cija apie gyvenvieciy pragyvenimo modelj.

Vienai i§ pastaraisiais metais tyrinéty Neries upés
baseino akmens amziaus gyvenvieciy, Pabartonims,
skirtas Vilniaus universiteto doktorantés Gabrielés
Gudaitiengs straipsnis. Atkreiptinas démesys i tai, kad
gyvenvieté atrasta Konstantino Jablonskio ir Rimutés
Jablonskytés dar pries Antraji pasaulinj kara ir straips-
nio autorés prie§ kelerius metus naujai lokalizuota.
Kasingjimy metu surastos archeologinés struktiiros,
dirbiniai, botaninés liekanos ir AMS datos leido au-
torei rekonstruoti kai kuriuos Sios vietos apgyvendi-
nimo ypatumus ir pobtdi. Autorés manymu, tyrimy
duomenys leidZia teigti, kad pirmieji gyventojai Sioje
vietovéje pasirodé paleolito pabaigoje ar mezolito pra-
dzioje. | patogia vietove grizta dar kelis kartus iki pat
metaly laikotarpio pradzios.

Kita archeologiné vietovée — Dubi¢iy mikroregio-
nas — pradétas tyrinéti XIX a. pabaigoje ir yra vienas
1§ geriausiai archeologiSkai istirty ir pazinty Lietuvos
mikroregiony. Siuo metu jame Zinoma apie 70 akmens
amziaus gyvenvieciy, priskiriamy ivairiems laikotar-
piams nuo vélyvojo paleolito iki neolito pabaigos. Eglé
terines programas ir geologinius bei archeologinius
Dubiciy mikroregiono duomenis ir straipsnyje pateiké
sukurta ir testuota neolito laikotarpio Dubiciy mikro-
regiono gyvenvieciy paplitimo prognozés modeli bei
archeologiniy objekty aptikimo tikimybés zemélapi.
Neabejoju, kad §i inovatyvi ir Lietuvoje beveik nenau-
dojama tyrimy metodika leis mums geriau suprasti ne
tik to meto Dubiciy, bet ir kity mikroregiony gyventoju
poziiiri { juos supancia gamting aplinka, taip pat padés
dabarties archeologams sékmingiau ieskoti ankstyvyju
bendruomeniy jsikiirimo viety.

Trasologinis metodas, leidZiantis patikimiau nusta-
tyti titnaginiy dirbiniy funkcijas, vis dar retai taikomas
tiriant Lietuvos archeologing medziaga, todél Klaipé-
dos universiteto doktoranty Tomo Rimkaus ir Gvido

Slah straipsnis, kuriame trasologiniu ir eksperimenti-
niu metodais bandoma nustatyti kai kuriy titnaginiy ir
metaliniy dirbiniy funkcijas bei rekonstruoti gyviiny
skerdimo, mésos ir zuvies apdorojimo technikas, ma-
nau, yra svarbi metodika tokio pobiidzio problemoms
spresti. Straipsnio autoriai atrinko titnaginius ir vieng
metalinj dirbini, priskiriamus peiliy kategorijai, ir, tai-
kydami eksperimentinj ir trasologini metodus, straips-
nyje pristaté savo paciu atlikty eksperimenty rezulta-
tus ir gauty duomeny interpretacijas.

Kaimyninés Baltarusijos archeologinés medzia-
gos ir kultiriniy procesy pazinimas mums yra ypac
svarbiis dél Sios Salies geografinio artumo ir kultiiri-
nio panaSumo priesistoriniu laikotarpiu. Archeologas
Maxim Charniauski, remdamasis Kryvinos durpyno
archeologine medziaga, straipsnyje bando rekonstruo-
ti Baltarusijos teritorijos Siauringje dalyje, Dauguvos
upés vidurupio baseine, III tiikstantmetyje pr. Kr. vy-
kusius kultiirinius procesus ir virvelinés keramikos ga-
mintojy pasirodyma bei itaka Siai teritorijai.
niecio Sergey Telizhenko, straipsnis nukelia mus dar
toliau nuo Lietuvos, { Vakary Ukraina. Straipsnyje pa-
teikiami archeobotaniniy tyrimy rezultatai i§ Ratniv-2
archeologinio objekto, leidziantys jo autoriams keisti
nusistovéjusi poziliri | zemdirbystés pradzia ir kilme
Ukrainos teritorijoje. Straipsnyje keliama prielaida,
kad linijinés juostinés keramikos kultiiros gyventojai
buvo pirmieji zemdirbiai Ukrainos teritorijoje.

Dar du straipsniai Siame leidinyje skirti ne akmens
amziaus, bet vélyvesniy laikotarpiy problematikai ana-
lizuoti. Vilniaus universiteto doktoranté Dovilé Bal-
tramiejiinaité tyrimy objektu pasirinko XIII-XIV a.
datuojamos apziestos keramikos kolekcija i§ Kernavés
archeologiniy objekty. Straipsnyje iSanalizuoti arche-
ologiniy kasinéjimy metu Kernavéje aptikty ir buityje
naudoty indy morfologiniai, technologiniai, puosy-
biniai poZymiai, i$skirtos salyginés indy funkcinés ir
stilistinés grupés. Aptartas puodininkystés vaidmuo ir
raida ankstyvojo Lietuvos miesto visuomenei.

Kita, paskutini, §io tomo straipsni galima priskir-
ti Lietuvos archeologijos ir muziejininkystés istorijos
kategorijai. Naujai jsteigto Palangos kurorto muzie-
jaus darbuotoja, Vilniaus universiteto magistranté Vik-
torija Ziabreva nagrin¢ja muziejaus iStakas, eksponaty
isigijimo ir saugojimo aplinkybes bei Palangos krasto-
tyrininky, ypa¢ Emilijos Adiklienés, veikla XX a. sep-
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tinta ir aStunta deSimtmecius. Straipsnyje pateikiama
nauja informacija apie Palangos apylinkése surastus
archeologinius paminklus, jy radinius, suradimo, sau-
gojimo ir kitas aplinkybes.

Tradiciskai po moksliniy straipsniy skyriaus, tomo
pabaigoje, yra dar keletas leidinio skyriy. Viename ju,
Konferencijos ir seminarai, Agné Zilinskaité pateikeé
informacija ir savo iZvalgas apie pirma karta Lietuvo-
je, Vilniuje, organizuota Europos archeologu asociaci-
jos XXII kongresa, vykusi §iy mety rugpjicio 3 1-rug-
s¢jo 4 dienomis Vilniaus universitete ir kitose sostinés
vietose. A. Zilinskaité, viena i§ $io mokslinio renginio
organizacinio komiteto nariy, straipsnyje detaliai ap-
zvelge kongreso iStakas ir eiga. DidZiausiame per visa
Lietuvos archeologijos istorija renginyje dalyvavo ir
gausus birys Lietuvos archeologuy, kurie kongrese pa-
sidalijo savo tyrimy rezultatais ir jzvalgomis su kity
Europos ir pasaulio regiony archeologais. Dziugu pa-
minéti ir tai, kad kongresas pra¢jo sklandZiai, o jo da-
lyviai ne tik pristaté savo tyrimus, aktyviai diskutavo
sekcijose, bet ir nepraleido galimybés pabendrauti su
kolegomis, uzmegzti svarbius mokslinius kontaktus
gausiai organizuoty kultiiriniy renginiy metu.

Skyriuje In memoriam dr. Inga Merkyté apzvel-
gé profesoriaus Klavs Randsborg, kuris mus paliko
2016 m. pabaigoje, moksling veikla ir kai kuriuos
biografijos bei {vairialypés veiklos bruozus. Tik prie§
metus dziaugémés, kad pasaulyje pripazintas, vienas
iSkiliausiy $iy dieny archeology, gausybés straipsniy
ir knygu autorius, stebinantis nejtikétinu ziniy kiekiu,
pla¢ia erudicija, naujomis originaliomis {Zvalgomis,
sutiko biiti Archaeologia Lituana redaktoriy kolegijos
nariu, deja, labai neilgai... Klausas visada buvo tikras
Lietuvos archeology ir Vilniaus universiteto biciulis,
padedantis ir patariantis, puikus oratorius (tuo galé-
jome isitikinti klausydami jo paskaity Vilniaus uni-
versitete ir praneSimy konferencijose ir seminaruose),
mégstantis bendrauti. Tikra jZymybé, taciau S$iltas,
jautrus ir labai zmogiSkas. Klauso jvairiapusiskumas
stebino. Nebuvo regiono, laikotarpio ar archeologinés
problematikos, kurie jam biity nezinomi. Kartu tai
buvo ir puikus lauko tyrinétojas, su kuriuo ir dr. Inga
Merkyte 2013 ir 2014 m. kasiné¢jome Lietuvoje, Ka-
Sucivose ir Kluonaliuose, bei Semboje — Zymuyji Kau-

po pilkapi. Nepaisant didelio uzimtumo, pakviestas
neatsisakydavo atvaziuoti ir padéti lauko tyrimuose
ar paskaityti paskaity, nors tais paciais metais turé-
jo darby ivairiose Salyse: Danijoje, Afrikoje, Graiki-
joje ir kitur. 2015 m. pabaigoje prasiau Klauso dar
karta atvaziuoti { Vilniy paskaityti paskaity Vilniaus
universiteto studentams ir déstytojams, ir, nepaisant
didelio uzimtumo, jis maloniai sutiko, deja, nespéjo.
Visgi lieka Klauso knygos ir straipsniai, neiSdildomi
prisiminimai apie §i didi Zzmogy, archeologa tyréja ir
pedagoga.

Tame paciame skyriuje profesorius Mykolas Mi-
chelbertas apzvelgé Anapilin iSkeliavusio dar vieno
iSkilaus archeologo tyréjo, paveldosaugininko ir mu-
ziejininko, buvusio VarSuvos archeologijos muziejaus
direktoriaus, vieno i$ jotvingiy ekspedicijos vadovy
Jano Jaskanio moksling veikla. Lietuvos archeologams
J. Jaskanis visy pirma zinomas kaip jotvingiy palikimo
tyrinétojas, daug prisidéjes ir prie glaudesnio lenky ir
lietuviy archeology mokslinio bendradarbiavimo. Bii-
damas VarSuvos valstybinio archeologijos muziejaus
direktoriumi, J. Jaskanis isteigé Balty archeologijos
skyriy, su kurio darbuotojais Vilniaus universiteto ir
kity Lietuvos archeologiniy institucijy archeologai iki
$iol palaiko glaudzius rysius. Sio skyriaus archeologai
dalyvauja tarptautinése konferencijose ,,Jono Puzino
skaitymai®, o Vilniaus universiteto archeologai yra
nereti VarSuvos valstybinio archeologijos muziejaus
sveciai.

Skyrius Archeologijos katedros leidiniai jau tam-
pa tradiciniu. Jame trumpai pristatyti Archeologijos
katedros darbuotojy ir studenty isleisti leidiniai, kuriy
Siemet turime du. Tai prof. M. Michelberto knyga apie
zalvarinius dirbinius su emaliu, aptiktus Lietuvoje, ir
keturiy jauny archeologiy — G. Gudaitienés, M. Ze-
mantauskaités, J. Kozakaités ir K. Barodicienés — po-
puliari knyga jaunesnio mokyklinio amziaus vaikams
apie akmens amziy.

Tomo pabaigoje tradicingje Mokslinio gyvenimo
kronikoje Violeta Vasiliauskien¢ apzvelge pagrindi-
nius 2016 m. Archeologijos katedros darbuotojy ir stu-
denty mokslinés ir pedagoginés veiklos pasiekimus.

Tikimés, kad §is Archaeologia Lituana tomas bus
{domus ir archeologams, ir platesniam skaitytojy buriui.

Algimantas Merkevicius



Preface

Commemorating the Scientific Activity
of Doctor Habilitatis Rimuté Rimantiené

The 17" volume of Archaeologia Lituana is dedicated
to the one of the most prominent Lithuanian archae-
ologists, habilitated doctor Rimuté Rimantiené, whose
95™ birthday and scientific activity was mentioned at
the 8™ International Scientific Conference In honor
of Prof. Jonas Puzinas, held at Vilnius University in
September 17-19, 2015. The topic of the Conference,
Revision of Early Prehistoric Sites: Verifying Old
Material, Creating New Theories, was chosen not by
chance. For Rimantiené, the Stone Age was the main
subject from the beginning of her archaeological ca-
reer, which started in her studies at Vilnius University
and even earlier, before World War II, when she, as a
young girl with her father, the famous historian Kon-
stantinas Jablonskis, were walking alongside rivers
and lakes and collecting flint, ceramic and other kind
of artifacts in various parts of Lithuania. Her university
diploma paper was devoted to the large flint artifacts of
the Stone Age and the cultural development associated
with them; it was defended in 1942. The first scientific
article was published by Jablonskyté (Rimantiené)
during her studies in 1941. After graduating university
during the war, and the harsh post-war period, she has
concentrated her research in solving issues related to
the Lithuanian Stone Age. She excavated a substan-
tial number of archaeological sites in different parts
of Lithuania, published research results and syntheses
in many books and articles. One can state that she was
the first who had started scientific Stone Age archaeol-
ogy in Lithuania. Her extensive research in the second
part of the 20t century is a whole epoch of Stone Age
archaeology in Lithuania and a good foundation for
further research. Before she began her scientific activ-
ity, one knew very little about the Period under discus-
sion, and after her scientific activity our knowledge on
the Stone Age in Lithuania has expanded enormous-
ly. Another important aspect ought to be mentioned:
in the 1970s, Rimantiené taught a few semesters on

Stone Age archaeology at Vilnius University. More in-
formation and some observations about Rimantiené’s
scientific activities and some biographical points can
be found in the special article in this volume written
by prof. dr. Adomas Butrimas.

9 scientific articles were published in this volume,
6 of which being based on the reports of the mentioned
conference. Three more papers were written by people
who hadn’t participated in the conference. 7 papers are
devoted to the different aspects of Stone Age and 2 more
are dealing with problems regarding later periods.

As mentioned earlier, the volume opens with a spe-
cial article written by Butrimas devoted to the scientif-
ic activity of Rimantiené. In the article, some sketches
of her personal life are presented. Butrimas stresses
the immense importance of Rimantiené’s Stone Age
research for Lithuania and even for the whole Baltic
region.

The article by Kaarel Sikk from Tartu University
is the first study of Estonian Stone Age fireplaces. The
author collected available data of all these excavated
structures. The database includes 167 fireplaces and
contains data about the stones found within them. The
analysis revealed that the use of stones in fireplaces
changed significantly in time, from Mesolithic to
Neolithic. The author argues that the use of stones in
fireplaces is related to the economy of settlements and
the changes of these structures that occurred in time
reflect the shift in general subsistence strategies.

Gabrielé Gudaitiené, a PhD student at Vilnius
University, reviewed the primary results of her recent
excavations of the Pabartoniai settlement site, located
in central Lithuania near the Neris River. One needs
to mention that the settlement site was discovered by
Konstantinas Jablonskis and Rimuté¢ Jablonskyté be-
fore World War II and the author of the article newly
localized it a few years ago. Gudaitiené described in de-
tails the methodology of her research, analyzed settle-
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ment structures, dissused the typology of flint finds and
interpreted the results of archaeobotany remains and
AMS datings. All obtained data led the author to raise
a hypothesis regarding the place’s time of occupation.
According to her interpretations, the first groups of peo-
ple appeared in this territory at the end of Paleolithic
or early Mesolithic Period, and later in the Mesolithic
Period. Excavated material shows that, at the end of
Neolithic or beginning of the Bronze Age, a new group
of people settled this place.

The Dubiciai microregion is the focus of research
led by Eglé¢ Marcinkevicitité (a PhD student at Vilnius
University). Currently, one knows about the seventy
settlement sites in this microregion, dated back to the
Stone Age, from the late Paleolithic to Neolithic Pe-
software programs with geological and archaeological
data, having produced and tested a predictive model
and a probability map of the Dubiciai microregion in
the Neolithic period. Obviously, predictive modelling is
an important tool in the analysis of settlement patterns
in the environment, as well as for the search of new ar-
chaeological sites. The produced predictive model and
probability map of Dubiciai reflect the especially large
influence of water bodies in the selection of Neolithic
settlement sites.

The use-wear method has only in the recent years
been employed and is still rarely used by Lithuanian
archaeologists. PhD students from Klaipéda University
Tomas Rimkus and Gvidas Slah explore use-wear and
experimental methods to reconstruct some butcher-
ing techniques that were in use in Neolithic and early
Bronze Age sites. For the study, they had selected flint
blades — typologically considered as knives — which are
frequently found in Lithuanian archaeological sites and
dated to the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age; Rim-
kus and Slah also studied the butchering performance
of a bronze knife. The study process and obtained re-
sults have been described in the article. Additionally,
some new insights about the possible animal butchering
process are provided by the authors in the article.

In his article, Maxim Charniauski (from Belarus) at-
tempts to reconstruct the cultural development that oc-
curred in the middle reachers the Daugava River basin,
which is located in the northern part of Belarusian ter-
ritory in the Late Neolithic Period. The study is mainly

based on archaeological material from settlement sites
of the Kryvina peat-bog microregion. In the author’s
opinion, cultural change in this territory took place in
the second half of the second quarter of the 3rd millen-
nium BC and was associated with the beginning of the
influence of the Corded Ware traditions.

Giedré Motuzaité Matuzeviciaté (Vilnius Univer-
sity) and Sergey Telizhenko (Institute of Archaeology,
Ukraine) present us with the results of their archacobot-
anical investigations done on the site Ratniv-2 material,
located in western Ukraine. According to the authors,
a direct dating of cereal grains supports the hypothesis
that the farmers of the Linear Pottery Culture were the
first carriers of agriculture into Ukraine and that these
processes took place during a much earlier time period
than previously thought.

Two articles in this volume are devoted to issues not
associated with the Stone Age, but to the later periods.
The research subject of Dovilé Baltramiejunaité (PhD
student at Vilnius University) is the medieval wheel-
turned pottery from Kernave, dated back to the 13th—
14t centuries. The technological, morphological and
ornamental properties of pottery were analyzed and
stylistic vessel groups were established. The analysis of
the vessels reveals the role and evolution of pottery in
early urban society.

The origin of the newly established Palanga Re-
sort Museum is reviewed by Viktorija Ziabreva, the
collaborator of this museum. One can know from the
article that the idea to establish a museum in Palanga
was born at the very beginning of the 20" century and
was realized only in 2013. Ziabreva mainly focuses on
the period between the 1960s and 1970s, when an ac-
tive collection of antiques and documents took place
in Palanga and its neighboring territories owing to the
ethnographer and teacher Emilija Adiklien¢. With the
help of other ethnographers, Adiklien¢ organized and
participated in ethnographic expeditions across Palan-
ga and around, wrote articles, prepared a list of culture
heritage sites of Palanga, collected archaeological arti-
facts, tried to establish a museum for Palanga and made
other significant efforts. In this article, an archaeologi-
cal collection of Adikliene, kept at the Palanga Resort
Museum, is presented.

Traditionally, the volume is concluded with a few
other chapters. In one of them Conferences and Semi-



Algimantas Merkevicius

nars, Agné Zilinskaité reviews the main archaeologi-
cal event of 2016, the 22nd Annual Meeting of the Eu-
ropean Association of Archaeologists, which for the
first time took place in Lithuania, at Vilnius University
and other institutions. In this EAA Meeting, 1631 par-
ticipants from 48 countries took part and 1177 papers
were presented. Lithuanian archaeologists actively
participated in the Congress. They presented 47 papers
and 10 posters.

Within the chapter In memoriam, PhD Inga Merkyté
from Copenhagen University overviewed the scientific
activity and provided some biographical data on Pro-
fessor Klavs Randsborg, who passed away at the end
of November, 2016. Only a year ago, we were happy to
have one of the most prominent archaeologists of our
time, an author of numerous articles and books, Klavs
Randsborg on the Board here at Archaeologia Lituana.
Klavs always was a good friend of Lithuanian archaeo-
logists and those from Vilnius University as well. He
took part both in our conferences and some fieldworks.
He was a great teacher; we enjoyed to have Klavs a
brilliant lectures at Vilnius University to an audience
of students and teachers. He was well known archae-
ologists — a real celebrity in his field — yet he was a
very cordial, sensitive man with great standards of hu-
manity; we remember him as one who loved to com-
municate and share stories. At the end of 2015, I had
asked Klav’s to once again come to Vilnius University
in 2016 and give some lectures for Vilnius University
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students and teachers, and, despite him being very busy,
he kindly agreed; however, his illness would not allow
him to arrive. Nevertheless we have his legacy, Profes-
sor Klav’s Randsborg’s books and articles, as well as
the indelible memories of this great man, archaeology
scholar and teacher. I would like to offer our sincere
condolences to Klavs Randsborg family.

In the same chapter, prof. Mykolas Michelbertas
reviewed the scientific acctivity of another prominent
archaeologist — researcher and museum collaborator,
former director of the State Archacological Museum
in Warsaw, one of the leaders of the Yotvingian Ar-
chaeological Project Jan Jaskanis, who passed away
at the end of November, 2016. It is important to men-
tion that he had established the Department of Balts in
the State Archaeological Museum in Warsaw. [ would
like to offer our sincere condolences to Jan Jaskanis’
family.

In the chapter Publications of the Department of
Archaeology, Merkevicius briefly presents two books
published in 2016 by department staff and students. In
our traditional chapter, titled Scientific Life Chronicle,
Violeta Vasiliauskiené overviews the key scientific and
pedagogical activities of the Archaeology Department
teachers and students undertaken in 2016.

We hope that this volume of Archaeologia Lituana
will be interesting not only to archaeologists, but also
to a more wider circle of people who share an interest
in the archaeological past.

Algimantas Merkevicius



