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Kernave in the context of towns
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania

Gintautas Vélius

Data assembled during archaeological excavations at
Kemave during the last 23 years lead to a conclusion that
a town existed here as early as the second half of the 13t
century - the 14'h century. A whole complex of sites of the
period has been excavated for a number of years, includ-
ing the town itself on the upper and lower terraces of the
Neris, the defence system comprising five hill-fortsand a
burial ground (Kernave - litewska Troja, 2002). The ques-
tion, however, is what general urbanization processes the
emergence of the town represents, what formation model
it followed and under what influences this urban cuiture
was formed.

Contrary to the archaeological evidence, historical
sources of the period which have references to Kernave
are very scarce. The town was first mentioned in 1279
when the Livonian Order launched a large-scale military
march to the Lithuanian lands reaching as far as Kernave
(Livonijos..., 1991, p. 173). Later references of the town
are related to its finale. In 1365 the united troops of the
German Order burnt down the castles and the town of
Kernave. In 1390 history repeated itself and the town was
never rebuilt. In the second half of the 14" century when
the German Order arranged military marches to
Lithuania, the castle of Kernavé was mentioned a few times
in road descriptions compiled by reconnaissance
(Krastas..., 1988, p. 30-32). Inscriptions in Riga’s book
of debts witness that representatives of merchants lived in
Kernave at the end of the 13% century. In 1290 reference
was made to merchant Rameize, while in 1303 another
merchant, Studilé, was mentioned (Das Rigische..., 1872,
p- 84). It is also noteworthy that the said Riga’s book of
debts contains no references to merchants of other con-
temporary towns of ethnic Lithuania. The name of the
first merchant sounds Lithuanian, while the other one is
probably of Slavic origin.

Though written sources are scarce, Z. Ivinskis identi-
fies Kernavé as “one of Mindaugas’ key castles where one
of his major residences could have been located for a rather
extended period of time” (Ivinskis, 1991, p. 177).
H. Paszkiewicz regarded the town as Mindaugas’ capital.

At the time of Traidenis, Kernavé remained an impor-
tant, or maybe the most important residence of the duke.
Both Z, Ivinskis (Ivinskis, 1991, p. 200) and V. Paguta
(Pauta, 1971, p. 37) identify Traidenis as the duke of
Kernave. When the dynasty of Gediminaiciai came to
power, Kermavé and Vilnius, according to E. Gudaviéius,
were the main centres of the domain, same as during the
time of Traidenis (Gudavicius, 1999, p. 74). In the course
of the 14 century, however, the situation changed to the
disadvantage of the wooden Kemavé. From 1323, Vilnius
was mentioned as the capital of the country and brick
castles built according to a totally different fortification
principle sprang up at the Old Trakai, Vilnius,
Medininkai, Kréva, Kaunas and Lyda.

Nevertheless, what place does Kernavé occupy in the
history of European towns? During the Middle Ages, the
process of European urbanization was based on the foun-
dations of towns of the Roman Empire. West European
towns basically grew within the boundaries of the empire
provinces. In Eastern Europe, these processes were in-
spired by the Byzantine culture. In the Baltic Sea basin
urban cultures emerged as a consequence of the military
and trade activities of the Vikings. In Russia, cities—trade
centres developed due to the trade route connecting Scan-
dinavian and Byzantine towns. Most of the later centres
of Russian lands can also be regarded as cultural legacy
of the disintegrated Kiev Russia. Furthermore, the devel-
opment of European towns was inspired by the growing
influence of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches. In this
context, the Baltic lands are still a grey area in the devel-
opment of the Christian European town, while the emer-
gence of such centres as Kernavé and Vilnius remains an
object of scientific discussions.

The first three centuries of the 2" millennium A. D.
are characterized as a period of regrouping of political
forces and cultural influences all over the Baltic area. At
that time, same as at all times, Lithuania was situated at
the crossroads of the Western and the Eastern worlds.
Any cultural activity in the coastal or eastern Lithuania
can be associated with changes of the geopolitical situa-
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tion in the widespread European region. Assessment of
their significance sheds light on the issues related to the
emergence of the first towns, including Kernavé, in
Lithuania.

The beginnings of the earliest Lithuanian towns,
brainpower towns, spring up at the seaside. These include
Palanga and Zardé (Klaipéda). It can be associated with
the dynamic military and trade activities of the Scandina-
vian Vikings. These trade centres, however, existed just
aslong as Scandinavians needed them. In Lithuania, more
substantial urban communities appeared only at the resi-
dences of eminent rulers, where craftsmen served the
household of the ruler primarily on a compulsory basis.
“Towns” of the coastal area, in the meantime, never de-
veloped into significant land centres.

The balance of cultural activities in the 13t century
were conspicuously in favour of eastern Lithuania. In the
course of 100 years, a number of powerful, well-fortified
hill-forts appeared, including those of Kernave,
Maisiagala, Aukstadvaris, etc. Cultural layers of the pe-
riod excavated at fortified foot settlements witness a cer-
tain demographic bang, resulting in a significant increase
of the population. The causes of the increasing activity in
the area, which led to the emergence of the state, can be
associated to the geopolitical changes of the country. East-
ern Lithuania of the 11!"-12th century was just a target in
the expansionary policies of Kiev Russia. Russian towns,
Grodno, Volkovysk, Slonim and Novogrudok appeared
in the ethnic land of Jatvingians as Russian border out-
posts. From the end of the 12" century, however,
Lithuanians started attacking Russian lands themselves.
The situation changed even more dramatically after the
great Mongolian — Tatar incursion. The above towns were
isolated from their political and cultural roots. Mindaugas
made a perfect use of the moment and annexed them to
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

The complex of archaeological sites of mediaeval
Kemavé reflects the historical situation of the time. We
can definitely claim that a mediaeval town with all the

typical structures of defensive facilities and streets ex-
isted here as early as the second half of the 13! century.
On the evidence of archaeological investigations, medi-
aeval Kernavé was at its peak in the end of the 13th cen-
tury and the first half of the 14t century. The Russian
towns of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, located at the
upper reaches of the Nemunas, in the meantime, were
experiencing a noticeable decline of material culture
(3Bepyro, 1983, p. 62). The quality and variety of ar-
ticles manufactured by craftsmen was declining. Accord-
ing to Byelorussian archaeologists, this can again be ex-
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plained by the Mongolian ~ Tatar forays into the lands
and towns of southern Russia, closely connected to the
upper Nemunas area — the Slavic towns of Black Russia.
At the same time, this rather poor period is being identi-
fied as the “Lithuanian phase”. Thus, the decline of Rus-
sian towns coincides with the upsurge of Lithuania’s po-
litical power and, at the same time, with the economic
boom of Kernavé. This was doubtless related to changes
in the balance of political forces. Control over crafts and
trade was in the jurisdiction of those who were dictating
terms in the political and military field.

The stationary archaeological excavations and
fieldwalking surveys in the complex of Kernavé’s medi-
aeval sites enable to define the boundaries of the town.
The lower town in the “Pajauta” valley covered an area of
notless than 11 ha, another 1.5 ha were occupied by build-
ings of craftsmen constructed on the “Pilies kalnas” hill-
fort. To date, the size of homesteads on the upper terrace
is not precisely known, though it should not exceed 1 ha.
Thus, the overall size of the inhabited area must have
been 13.5 ha. One of the comprehensively excavated home-
steads at “Pajauta” valley measured almost 1000 m?. Thus,
the number of homesteads in the area could have totalled
135. The above figures, however, do not take into consid-
eration the size of the streets and a probable market place.
The actual number of farmsteads should be smaller, close
to 80. On the evidence of demographic data, an average
family bothin Europe and Russia as well as Eastern coun-
tries, comprised 6 members. In such a case, at the time
when Kemnavé flourished, its population could have to-
talled approximately 500 townsmen. According to data
received during excavations of a contemporaneous cem-
etery and the indices of birth-and death rates as well as
the average life expectancy, we can again assume that up
to 500 townsmen dwelt in Kernavé during the last stage
of its existence (second half of the 14" century) exclud-
ing the elite and the soldiery.

The same principle was applied to define the popula-
tion at centres of Russian lands. The size of the town of
Kernave in the context of the 13" century can be illus-
trated by a few references: Kiev (~ 300ha) — 37-45 thou-
sand people (before the Mongolian - Tatar invasion),
Novgorod - 30-35 thousand, other Russian lands and
capitals of dukedoms - from 20 to 30 thousand residents
(dpeBHsiA..., 1985, p. 65). The latter towns were forti-
fied — they were surrounded by a defensive wall. The home-
stead plot was limited in space and amounted to just around
400 m2. This resulted in a higher density of the popula-
tion amounting to 100-150 individuals per hectare, which
is two to three times less than the figures from contempo-
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raneous towns in Western Europe or Eastern countries
(IpeBHsi..., 1985, p. 65). The density of the population
in the town of Kernavé was just 60 residents per hectare.
Asamatter of fact, it could have been much higher in the
fortified, i.e. spaciously limited “Pilies kalnas” hill-fort.

In the context of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the
Slavic towns of Black Russia were closer to Kernavé in
terms of size and population density. The overall volume
of the population in a town is believed to be reflected by
the size of its fortified part, which served as a shelter for
all the residence in the instance of attacks. Novogrudok
and Slonim had a fortified territory of 3 ha, Volkovisk
barely 1.5 ha. In the meantime, the size of the flat hilltop
of the “Castle Hill” in Kernavé totals 2 ha, while the total
size of the defensive system of hill-forts is much larger. In
any case, it should be taken into account that the size of
the fortified part of a town, i. €. the hill-fort is conditioned
by the natural landscape and does not reflect the factual
size of the population.

Thus, what are the factors that stimulated the emer-
gence and growth of Kernave? First of all, this is the found-
ing of the state of Mindaugas. Residences of the Duke
obtained a qualitatively new status. The increased eco-
nomic and cultural needs of the feudal elite stimulated
concentration of crafts at the manor of the Duke. The
increased political and military power of the state pro-
vided conditions for the use of the potential of craftsmen
from neighbouring lands in the development of towns.
This can be particularly associated with the incorpora-
tion of Russian towns at the upper Nemunas, namely
Grodno, Novogrudok, Volkovysk and Slonim into the
Grand Duchy of Lithuanian under the rule of Mindaugas.
These towns maintained close ties with Kiev and other
centres of southern Russia, especially before the great
Mongolian - Tatar incursion. The craftsmen of the Black
Russia adopted the high standard of craftsmanship
achieved in the Kiev Russia, especially in the field of
jewellery. This is reflected in manifestations of both ap-
plied and monumental arts. There were brick orthodox
churches in Grodno, Novogrudok and Volkovysk in as
early as the 12'0 century. According to the data of ar-
chaeological investigations from Novogrudok, jewellers
from Kiev worked there along with the local ones
(T'ypeBud, 1980, p. 96). As a matter of fact, the most
skilled craftsmen of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania pri-
marily had to work for the feudal elite. Thus, the produce
of craftsmen of the Slavic towns mentioned above had to
satisfy the needs of the Grand Duke of Lithuania and his
entourage first of all. It is very likely that Slavic craftsmen
who had long [asting jewellery making traditions worked

at the residences of dukes in Lithuania. This is witnessed
by 14" century hoards retrieved in the territory of
Lithuania, namely Stakliskes, Geliogaliai and Kretinga.
Along with the Lithuanian monetary units ingots and
imported jewellery, these hoards contained ornaments
exceptionally typical to the Baltic context, such as flat
and horseshoe brooches (Daugudis, 1968, p. 24). These,
however, were produced with the help of intricate tech-
nologies of blackening and filigree, which were more fa-
miliar to Slavic craftsmen.

Thus, the town of Kernave emerged in the middle of
the 13" century, in the neighbourhood of the castle and
the residence of the Duke which by that time had become
extremely powerful from the political and military point
of view. The town rapidly developed at the end of the 13t
and beginning of the 14'" century with the help of the
industrial potential of the centres of Black Russia which
had longer lasting urban traditions.

On the evidence of the geopolitical situation as well
as the historical and archaeological data of Kernavé town,
we can interpret the specific material of the 13th-14th
century Kernavé cemetery, which is untypical of provin-
cial burial sites, and characterise the model of the town
community.

To date, 292 burials have been excavated at the 13t—
14'h century cemetery of Kernaveé. The date when exploi-
tation of the cemetery came to an end corresponds to the
date when the existence of the town came toanend, i. e.
1390. This is testified by finds of the first Lithuanian coins
struck in 1387-1390, uncovered in the burials. The fe-
male burials are exceptionally rich and their grave goods
represent a wide typological variety. Most of the finds are
of local manufacture and some of these are typologically
unique, though some are imports from the towns of
Russia.

Though artefacts retrieved form the cemetery differ
from the material of contemporaneous old cemeteries of
Lithuania, they cannot be interpreted as artefacts of im-
ported origin, as legacy of the Slavic community. The
closest Slavic neighbours, the Krivichi, buried their dead
individuals in barrows and, following the pagan tradi-
tion, deposited grave goods only until the 12'h century
inclusively, while the Kernave cemetery is dated to the
second half of the 13" century, the year 1390. Further-
more, in terms of typology, finds from the Kernavé cem-
etery have little in common with the artefacts of Krivichi.
In the 13t and 14tk centuries Slavic townsmen were bur-
ied in the vicinity of churches and were virtually not fur-
nished with grave goods. The Kernavé cemetery, in con-
trast, was set up some distance away from the town and

163



G. Vélius

displayed a purely pagan tradition of depositing supple-
mentary grave goods in the burial. In many cases these
include various everyday articles, such as knifes, steels,
spinning whorls, needle cases, keys and other. Neither
does the cemetery have a strict orientation towards the
west, which is typical of Christian burials. Though the
western direction dominates, there are many graves ori-
ented towards southwest and northwest. In general, it
would not be logical to associate the Kernave cemetery
with the part of the community of a different ethnos, which
was living there. The very size of the cemetery (approxi-
mately 5350 sq m) and the credible number of graves
(about 1570) indicate that it was used to bury inhabitants
of the Kemavé town in a wider sense.

Paradoxically, and somewhat painfully, the Lithuanian
nature of Kernavé, in the context of towns of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania, is testified by the absence of writing.
I am not referring to writing on the level of the duke’s
chancery (one stylus was found at the “Aukuro kalnas™
hill-fort), I am referring to everyday life. In the towns of
Black Russia, for instance Novogrudok, Grodno,
Volkovisk and Slonim, numerous examples of writing
are found on various household articles such as pottery,
bone artefacts and spinning whorls. Besides, a lot of metal
styluses were found in these towns, which is indisputable
evidence that Slavians residing there already had their
own script. Kernavé is just 150 km away from the towns
mentioned above, but we do not have anything similar.
Another attribute of every Slavic town since the 12 cen-
tury, an orthodox church, does not exist, or maybe has not
been found yet either. Thus, no traces of noticeable Slavic
substratum have been found in the cultural layers of hill-
forts and the town.

Some scholars claim that Lithuanians practised cre-
mation until the official christening of Lithuania in 1387,
which means that the inhumation cemetery of Kernave
should be regarded as legacy of Christian Slavs. Besides,
not a single 13'h or 14t century cremation burial has
been found on the territory of Lithuania (in the narrow
sense). The latest cremation burials in barrows found in
this region are dated to the 12 century. Consequently, in
the case of Kernavé the inhumation custom of burial can-
not serve as an indication of the nationality or confes-
sional affiliation of the dead.

The urban community of Kernavé reached some pros-
perity at the end of the 13!t century and existed for just
about 100 years, but it represents a peculiar cultural phe-
nomenon, influenced and shaped to a certain extent by
external factors as illustrated by the analysis of groups of
concrete artefacts.
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Especially magnificent were the diadems found in as
many as 30 graves. The number of graves that yielded
diadems is greater than anywhere else. The plates of dia-
dems display a surprising variety of the depicted symbols
and ormaments. This must have been predetermined by a
number of reasons. This type of head ornament is not of
local origin (Kiev Russia), hence the likely intermingling
of symbols from both local and neighbouring cultures.
Diadems found at the Kernavé cemetery were worn by
residents of a mediaeval town, while distribution of sym-
bols of neighbouring cultures in towns must have been
much faster than the periphery. Symbols struck on the
plates of diadems are obviously not of local origin. These
include heraldic lilies (fig.1), stylised animals, possibly
lions (fig. 2), palmettes (fig. 3) and others. Some of the
uncovered diadems, however, were decorated with local,
pagan symbols, such as swastikas (fig. 4), a leaf of a trefoil
clover or just a simple geometrical pattern. The assump-
tion that the plates of diadems with motifs untypical
to the Balts could have been manufactured locally is
backed by finds of birch bark decorated with comparable
heraldic lilies and palmettes from a homestead of a bone
craftsman.

A total of 45 diadems have been found in 6 cemeter-
ies of Lithuania. All of these have been found in the east-
ern part of Lithuania, in the territory of the former Bar-
row Culiture.

Similar diadems were also worn in contemporaneous
centres of Russian lands. The distribution of these head
omaments reached its height in the 13t and 14th century
cemeteries along the upper Nemunas. According to the
data of A. Kviatkovskaja, a total of 55 examples of this
ornament have been found at 11 cemeteries in this area
(Kviatkovskaja, 1998, p. 242-243). Sites, which have
yielded the majority of diadems, i. . 40 specimens (72%)
are located in a compact territory on the right bank of the
Nemunas, in the basin of the Katra river, which many
scholars consider to be Baltic. V. Sedov claims that this
group of graves with stone cairns is the legacy of the
Dainaviai tribe of the Jatvingians and believes that it sig-
nifies the outcome of the evolution of the earlier Jatvingian
stone barrows (CelloB, 1968, p. 26-28).

Diadems are not the only one manifestation of simi-
larity between the Kernaveé cemetery and Jatvingian graves
with stone cairns, Even grave goods from Kernavé and
Jatvingian burial sites, such as diademns, temple ornaments,
necklaces, ring types and other are closely related. Russia
was organising military raids to the Jatvingian lands from
the 10t century. Later on, the Dukes of Gali¢, Poland
and Mosuria intruded into these lands quite a few times.
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Fig. 1. Kernavé, grave 177.
Diadem plates, gilded silver
(2,85%1,9 cm; 1,2X1 cm).

1 pav. Kemnaveé, kapas 177.
Sidabrines paauksuotos
apgalvio plokstelés
(2,85%1,9cm; 1,2 x 1 cm).
Fotografava Artinas Balténas.

Fig. 2. Kernavé, grave §9.
Diadem plates, silver
(2,119 cm).

2 pav. Kernavé, kapas 89.
Sidabrinés apgalvio plokstelés
(21%1,9 cm).

Fotografavo Ariinas Balténas.

Fig. 3. Kernavé, grave 192,
Diadem plates, gilded
silver (2,27% 1,7 em; 0,9x0,9
cm).

3 pav. Kernavé, kapas 192.
Sidabrinés paauksuotos
apgalvio plokstelés

(2,27%1,7 cm; 0,9%0,9 cm).
Fotografavo Artinas Balténas.
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Fig. 4. Kernavé, grave 157, Diadem plates, gilded silver
(14X 1,4 em; 1,L3X 1,3 em; 1,43 X 1,43 em; 1,55 X 1,55 em).
4 pav. Kernavé, kapas 157. Sidabrinés paauksuotos apgalvio plokstelés
(L4%1,4 cm; 1,3%1,3 em; 1,43% 1,43 em; 1,55% 1,55 cm). Fotografavo Ariinas Balténas.

Fig. 5. Kernavé, grave 21. Silver temple ornaments with three beads
(@ 44 cm), decorated with filigree. ;
5 pav. Kernave, kapas 21. Sidabriniai trikaroliai antsmilkiniai (@ 4,4 cm), puosti filigranu.
Fotografave Dalia Vaiciiniené.

Fig. 6. Kernavé, loose find. Gilded silver temple ornament with three beads
(@ 2 cm), the central bead is of filigree.
6 pav. Kernavé, atsitiktinis radinys. Sidabrinis paauksuotas trikarolis antsmilkinis (@ 2 em),
vidurinysis karolis puostas filigranu. Forografave Dalia Vaidiiiniené.
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Fig. 7. Kernavé, grave 133, Gilded silver earings (& 2,4 cm).

7 pav. Kemave, kapas 133. Sidabriniai paauksuoti auskarai (@ 2,4 em).
Fotografave Ariinas Balténas.

Fig. 8. Kernavé, grave 175, Fragment of a silver necklace — a pendant in the shaped of a stylised lily, an oblong bead with
floral ornament and circular bead (6,3 em; 3,5 cm; 1,1 em).
8 pav. Kernavé, kapas 175. Sidabrinio kaklo vérinio fragmentas — stilizuotos lelijos formos kabutis, pailgas karolis, dekoruotas
augaliniu ormamentu, bet apvalus karolis (6,3 cm; 3.5 em; 1,1 cm). Fotografave Dalia Vaicitiniene.

Fig. 9. Kernavé, grave 180, Necklace of three amber and one glass bead,
three hollow buttons and cross (3,55 X4,30 ¢cm), gilded silver.
9 pav. Kernavé, kapas 180. Kaklo vérinys is gintariniy bei stiklinio karoliy, sidabriniy paauksuoty saguiy bei
knyzZelio (3,55 %4,30 em). Fotografavo Ariinas Baltenas.
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Fig. 10. Kernavé, grave 191. Silver ring with a circular glass setting, decorated with filigree (& 2,1 cm).
10 pav: Kernave, kapas 191. Sidabrinis Ziedas su stiklo akimi, dekoruotas filigranu (22,1 cm).
Fotografavo Dalia Vaiciiiniené.

Fig. 11. Kernavé, grave 125, Silver ring with a circular hollow, filigree setting,
with a glass set in the center (& 2,05 cm).

11 pav. Kernavé, kapas 125. Sidabrinis tuséiaviduris Ziedas, padaryias filigrano technika,

su stiklo akimi (& 2,05 cm). Fotografavo Dalia Vaiciiniené.

Fig. 12. Kernavé, grave 216. Silver ring with hollow setting made by stamping (& 2,3 cm).
12 pav. Kemnavé, kapas 216. Sidabrinis wsciaviduris Ziedas, padarvias metaloplastiniu spaudime biidu (@ 2,3 cm). Fotografave
Ariinas Balténas.
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In the second half of the 13 century the Jatvingian lands
were ravaged by the Crusaders. Insearch for rescue, some
Jatvingians fled to Lithuania. Thus, the tradition of wear-
ing diadems could have becn adopted directly from the
expelled Jatvingians.

A survey of the find places of diadems enables to de-
fine an interesting distribution tendency. In Lithuania,
the majority of diadems have been found at the township
cemetery of Kenavé. The number of diadems retrieved
from peripheral burial sites is insignificant and these are
not as flamboyant. The situation in the territory of the
Black Russia was quite the different, though. All the dia-
dems with metal plates come from sites located at a dis-
tance from large centres, while township cemeteries have
yielded only one ornament of this type found at
Novogrudok. This situation can be explained by the fact
that Grodno, Novogrudok and other larger centres of the
region were Christian towns from their very establish-
ment. In these places the traditions of furnishing burials
with grave goods had been forgotten long ago. Kernavé,
in the meantime, was one the centres of a formally pagan
country Lithuania. This is most likely the reason why
inhumation was already in practice though the custom of
furnishing the dead with numerous grave goods contin-
ued all the same.

In Novogrudok, excavations of a workshop of a jewel-
ler who worked with non-ferrous metals yielded two tem-

plates used to stamp quadrangular plates for diadems
(3Bepyro, 1989, p. 129-130). E Gurevic¢ claims, that this
workshop belonged to a craftsmen from Kiev, asa lot of
parallels with artefacts manufactured in this town were
established (I'ypeBuy, 1980, p. 96). As craftsman from
Novogrudok had already mastered gold-plating technolo-
gies, this site could have served as one of the centres for
manufacture of diadems. Nevertheless, the highest per-
centage of graves with diadems at the Kernave cemetery
leads to the opinion that they were manufactured locally.
Most probably, craftsmen working at Kernavé knew the
metalloplastic method employed to produce plates and
the gold-plating techniques as well. This is also testified
by isolated examples of diadem plates found in the cul-
tural layers of the Kernavé town and hill-forts. A diadem
decorated with plates in the shape of a four-leaf blossom
has been recently found at the cemetery. Absolutely iden-
tical plates have been found during excavations of a
craftsman’s, namely jeweller’s workshop in the “Pajauta”
valley.

Thus, the collection of diadems from Kernaveé gives a
possibility to describe the character of the Kernavé town
community. The distribution of this type of artefacts tes-

tifies to the existence of a Jatvingian substrate, while the
elaborate production technologies imply a Slavic sub-
strate, and symbols struck on the plates indicate a reli-
gious and cultural syncretism of the community.

The variety of types of temple ornaments and earrings
discloses the multifaceted character of Kernavé commu-
nity as well. The origin of the temple ornament of three
silver beads found in grave 21 is doubtlessly Slavic (fig. 5).
This is a typical ornament of Russian townspeople of the
12t and 13 centuries, exclusively characteristic of town
communities. The temple ornaments have openwork
beads decorated in filigree. According to F. Gurevi¢, the
Novogrudok jewellers were not familiar with the tech-
niques of wire soldering (filigree) (I'ypeBuy, 1981,
p- 130). As amatter of fact, artefacts of this type have not
been found in the cultural layers of Black Russian towns.
Ormaments which bear closest resemblance to the three-
beaded temple ornaments from Kernavé have been re-
trieved from the cultural layers in Kiev, Riazan and other
large centres of Russian lands dated to the period prior to
the Great Mongolian - Tatar incursion. The cemetery
has also yielded simpler three-beaded temple ornaments
found in two burials and an especially ornate isolated
example from a disturbed burial (fig. 6).

The manner of wearing earrings and temple ornaments
should be associated with Slavic adornment traditions.
Nevertheless, most of the earring types uncovered at
Kernavé are also frequently found at the upper reaches of
the Nemunas, in the Jatvingian graves with cairns, as well
as the earlier barrows built from stones. They are also
known from the cultural Jayers of the Black Russian towns.
We can thus maintain that earrings were ornaments of
Slavic origin, but their usage traditions came to Kernavé
in two ways, i. e. either as an article of trade from Slavic
townsmen themselves or directly from Jatvingians who
were much more affected by Slavic traditions. The mixed
character of Kernavé community is also illustrated by
ring earrings found in grave 133, the ends of which termi-
nate in stylised heads of horses (fig. 7). Consequently, the
ornament seemns to be more typical of Slavs, but the décor,
the zoomorphic head characteristic to Baltic horseshoe
brooches, is of local origin.

No neck-rings typical of the Late Iron Age Balts have
been found at Kernavé. These were replaced by neck-
laces noteworthy for the variety of constituent elements.
Fragments of necklaces of “lily” shaped pendants (fig. 8)
doubtlessly represent Slavic ornaments. Silver necklaces
composed of this type pendants have been recovered in
the most famous Lithuanian hoards of the 14'" century
(Stakliskes, Geliogaliai). One intact necklace of this type
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has been found in a burial dating to as late as the end of
the 14' century in the territory of the churches of Kernave.
“Lily” shaped pendants are abundantly found in the
hillforts and barrows of eastern Slavs, especially in the
Smolensk area (OuHOYTPHI, 1987, p. 315-346). Their
production centre closest to Kernavé was Novogrudok.
A template used for the production of pendants has been
found there (3Bsipyro, 1987, p. 129, fig. 67:14).

The Kernavé cemetery has yielded necklaces with
doubtlessly imported crosses threaded with local amber
beads (fig. 9). However, necklaces manufactured from
locally produced tinklers or rhomboid pendants excep-
tionally characteristic of the Balts have been found as
well. As a matter of fact, in one case the rhomboid pen-
dant was gilded which is not typical to articles of this
type. Thus, the composition of necklaces and the origin
of the components testify once more to the syncretic na-
ture of the Kernavé community in both ethnic and con-
fessional terms.

The most numerous group of ornaments recovered at
Kernave is that of rings. More than one hundred rings of
different types have been found in both male and female
burials. The majority of these are sash-like or with a plaited
or broadened front part widespread in the large region of
both the Slavs and the Balts. Notice should be made of
three ring groups which are less common from the typo-
logical point of view, i. e. rings with glass settings manu-
factured from soldered wires (scan techniques) as well as
hollow rings manufactured by the techniques of
metalloplastic stamping. The cemetery yielded 9 rings
with glass settings as well as 2 fragments (fig. 10). Frag-
ments of 4 further rings with glass settings were found in
the cultural layers of the town. Thus, in terms of the num-
ber of rings with glass settings the Kernavé complex of
medieval archaeological sites is comparable to such trade
and crafts centres as Kiev or Novgorod. One setting of
this type rings was made of rock crystal instead of glass.
However, it is rather difficult to define whether these rings
are imported or manufactured locally due to the simplic-
ity and universality of composition. It is only the abun-
dance of rings that leads to the opinion that they were
manufactured by local jewellers.

From the technological point of view the most intri-
cate are rings manufactured by scan techniques, furnished
with glass settings and decorated with soldered wires and
tiny cones. Three of these were found in the 13tb-14th
century cemetery of Kernavé, and 4 in graves of the end of
the 14t century in the vicinity of churches (fig. 11). No
analogues to these aretefacts have been found in the ar-
chaeological material from the towns of Russia. The only
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one ring representing the same type from the technologi-
cal and stylistic point of view was found in a burial with
stone cairns at the Venzoviina cemetery in the upper
reaches of the Nemunas (Kviatkovskaja, 1998, p. 91, photo
27). The fact that even 7 such rings were found at Kernave
as well as absence of these in the cultural layers and cem-
eteries of other towns lead to the opinion that they were
manufactured by local jewellers. It is merely the com-
plexity of techniques involved which indicates that the
master who created them was well acquainted with the
Slavic subtleties of manufacture and decoration of orna-
ments.

A further type of silver rings characteristic exception-
ally to Kernavé mediaeval monuments includes original
hollow rings manufactured by metalloplastic stamping
(fig. 12). Four of these have been found at the 13th_p4th
century cemetery. The fact that this is really a product of
local jewellers is witnessed by a setting of an analogous
ring found in the cultural layers of the town, in the work-
shop of a jeweller. There are no analogues to this ring
type in the archaeological material of towns. A single
ring of comparable manufacture was recovered in the
hoard found at Stakliskés. An interesting motif was struck
on the front part of these rings, representing a swastika in
two cases and an oblique cross also in two cases. Thus,
this is another demonstration of complex jewellery tech-
niques assimilated from the Christian lands as well as
pagan symbols swastikas displayed on one and the same
artefact.

As regards other artefact groups and the overall ar-
chaeological legacy of the mediaeval town of Kernave, it
is obvious that local artefacts typical of the Baltic lands,
such as horseshoe and flat brooches, various ring and pen-
dant types as well as other articles dominate very con-
spicuously. Nonetheless, a certain cultural and confes-
sional multiplicity is characteristic to Kernavé as well as
to any other mediaeval town. The articles worn by
townsfolk were not restricted to the narrow Baltic area
but typical of the culture of mediaeval towns of the wide
region in general. In this context unique groups of artefacts
that are typical exceptionally to the mediaeval town of
Kernavé stand out very clearly. Thus; we can recognize
an exceptional urban culture which was born here and
which regrettably existed for just a hundred years.

The Kernave town community and its material cul-
ture are clearly distinguished in the general context of
contemporaneous Lithuanian archaeological sites. Finds
from peripheral burial sites are articles manufactured by
local jewellers and the influence of neighbouring cultures
is very minute. In Kernavé, on the other hand, the exist-
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ence of an urban community is clearly reflected by its
receptivity to the material culture novelties of
neighbouring towns. The community was more open, not
shut up in its own shell. This was predetermined by its
internal structures. The specificity of the activities of
craftsmen and merchants, contrary to that of farmers, re-
quired continuous contacts as the market was expanding.

As the old local pagan world was challenged by the
Christian culture, the urban community took up the role
of a mediator. The townspeople lived in the
neighbourhood of the manor of the duke of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania, which had been more or less Chris-
tian since the times of Mindaugas. As Lithvuania waslean-
ing towards Christianity, the renunciation of paganism
by members of the urban community served as a further
step succeeding the christening of members of the elite.
Pagan customs and Christian culture intertwined here as
early as in the 13t century.

The cultural orientation of the Kernavé community
was very clearly targeted at the neighbouring Slavic towns.
Imports form western Europe have been recovered merely
in the duke’s residence on the “Aukuro kalnas” hillfort.
Certain technologies used in the production of jewellery
aswell as their decorative elements were assimilated from
Slavic craftsmen.

The rather large numbers of Slavic ornaments in graves
testify to burials of members of an ethically mixed com-
munity. These could have been craftsmen who came from
foreign lands and worked for the household of the duke,
merchants and their families. The fact that towns of the
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KERNAVE LIETUVOS DIDZIOSIOS KUNIGAIKSTYSTES MIESTY KONTEKSTE

Gintautas Vélius
Santrauka

23 metus Kernavéje daryty archeologiniy tyrinéjimy duo-
menys jau leidZia apzvelgti ir jvertinti XIII a. antrojoje pu-
séje-XIV a. &ia egzistavusia miesto kultiira platesnio regio-
no kontekste. Kasinétas istisas to laikmecio paminkly kom-
pleksas: pats miestas viriutinéje ir apatineje Neries teraso-
se, penkiy piliakalniy gynybiné sistema, kapinynas (Kerna-
vé — litewska Troja, 2002). Gausi tyrimy medziaga jau dik-
tuoja gana tiksly rekonstrukeinj viduramziy Kernavés mo-
delj. Taciau kartu kyla jvairiy klausimy: kokia vieta Kernavé
uzima Europos miesty raidos istorijoje, koks buvo jos for-
mavimosi modelis, kokiy jtaky veikiama susidareé §io miesto
bendruomené. Lieka nepasverta, kick Kernavés viduramzZiy
kultiira yra fenomenalus bei savitas ir kiek nulemtas to meto
miestams blidingos kultiirinés simbiozés reiskinys.

Viduramziais Europos urbanizacijos procesas vyko ant
Romos imperijos miesty pamaty. Vakary Europos mies-
tai augo daugiausia imperijos provincijy teritorijose, Ry-
ty Europoje $iuos procesus inspiravo bizanti$koji kultii-
ra. Baltijos jiiros baseine miesty kultiiros atsirado inspi-
ruotos vikingy karinés-prekybinés veiklos. Didieji Rusi-
jos miestai — prekybos centrai iSaugo prie prekybos kelio,
jungusio skandinavus ir Bizantijos miestus. Daugelj vé-
lesniy rusy Zemiy centry vélgi galime vertinti kaip subyre-
jusios Kijevo Rusios kultfirinj palikima. Be to, europinio
miesto raida inspiravo kataliky ir pravoslavy bazny¢iy jta-
kos plétra. Siame kontekste balty zemés licka balta démé
europinio krik§¢ioniSko miesto raidos istorijoje, o tokiy
centry kaip Kernavé ir Vilnius atsiradimas - moksliniy
diskusijy objektu.

Ankstyviausiy miesty uZuomazgos Lietuvoje - pro-
tomiestai atsiranda pajiiryje: Palanga, Zardé (Klaipéda).
Tai sietina su aktyvia Skandinavijos vikingy karine ir prekybi-
ne veikla. Taciau XIII a. kultiirinio aktyvumo svarstyklés zen-
kliai svyra Ryty Lietuvos pusén. Per 100 mety iskyla nemazai
galingy, gerai jtvirtinty piliakalniy — Kernavé, MaiSiagala,
Aukstadvaris ir kiti. Buvus tam tikra demografinj sprogima,
lemusj Zenkly gyventojy skaiiaus padidéjima, liudija turtin-
gi radiniy to meto kultiriniai sluoksniai papiliy gyvenvieté-
se. Regiono suaktyvejimo prieZastis, vedusias prie valstybés
gimimo, paaiSkina geopolitinés kraSto padéties permainos.
XI-XII a. Ryty Lietuva buvo tik Kijevo Rusios ekspansinés
politikos taikinys. Kaip rusy pasienio forpostai etninéje jot-
vingiy Zeméje iddygsta slaviski miestai: Gardinas, Volkovys-
kas, Slonimas, Naugardukas. Ta&jau nuo XII a. pabaigos
lietuviai patys pradeda pulti Rusios Zemes. Po 1240 m. mon-
goly-totoriy invazijos situacija dar labiau pasikei¢ia. Minéti
miestai atskiriami nuo savo politiniy ir kultiiriniy $akny. Si
momenta puikiai i§naudojo Mindaugas - prijungé juos prie
Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikitystés,

ViduramZiy Kernavés archeologijos paminkly komplek-
sas atspindi lo meto istoring situacija. XIII a. pabaiga-XIV a.
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pirmoji pusé - tai viduramziy Kernaves klestéjimo laikotar-
pis. O Nemuno aukstupio slaviskuose LDK miestuose tuo
metu pastebimas Zenklus materialinés kultiiros nuosmukis.
Baltarusiy archeologai jj sicja su mongoly-totoriy antpla-
dZiu j pietinés Rusios Zemes ir miestus, su kuriais Panemu-
nés krastas buvo glaudZiai susijgs. Kartu §is palyginti skur-
dus etapas jvardijamas kaip ,.lietuviSkasis“. Taigi slaviSky
miesty nuosmukis sutampa su Lietuvos politinés galios ir
kartu Kernavés ekonominiu pakilimu.

X1 a. kunigaiks€io rezidencijos jgavo kokybiskai auks-
tesnj lygmenj. Ifauge feodalinio elito Gkiniai ir kult@riniai
poreikiai skatino amaty koncentracija prie kunigaikscio dva-
ro. Sustipréjusi politiné ir kariné valstybés jéga sudaré saly-
gas miesty plétrai naudoti gretimy krasty amatininky po-
tenciala. Ypac tai sietina su Nemuno aukstupio miesty Gar-
dino, Naugarduko, Volkovysko ir Slonimo prijungimu prie
LDK. Sie miestai, ypa¢ iki didZiojo mongoly-totoriy antplii-
dzio, buvo glaudziai susij¢ su Kijevu ir kitais pietinés Rusios
centrais. Kijevo Rusioje pasicktas aukstas amatininkysteés,
ypac juvelyrikos, lygis buvo perimtas Juodosios Rusios ama-
tininky. Be abejo, LDK auks¢iausio lygio juvelyrai visy pir-
ma turgjo dirbti feodaliniam elitvi. Taigi ir minéty slavisky
miesty amatininky gaminiai visy pirma turéjo tenkinti di-
dziojo Lietuvos kunigaikséio ir jo aplinkos poreikius. Tikéti-
na, kad prie kunigaiks¢iy rezidencijy Lietuvoje dirbo
senesnes juvelyrikos amato tradicijas turintys slavy amati-
ninkai. Tai rodo Lietuvos teritorijoje — Stakliskese, Gelioga-
livose, Kretingoje — aptikti XIV a. lobiai. Juose kartu su
riniais dirbiniais aptikta tik baltifkam kontekstui bdingy
papuosaly - ploksteliniy ir pasaginiy segiy. Taciau jie paga-
minti naudojant sudétingas, labiau slavy amatininkams
Zinomas technologijas — juodinima, filigrana.

Iverting Kernavés miesto geopoliting situacija, istorinius
ir archeologinius duomenis, galime interpretuoti savita, pro-
vincijos laidojimo paminklams nebiidinga Kernavés XIII-
XIV a. kapinyno medZiagg.

Kiek XIII a. pabaigoje suklestéjusi ir tik apie 100 mety
egzistavusi Kernaves miesto bendruomené buvo savitas kul-
tiirinis reidkinys, o kiek paveiktas bei formuojamas iSorés
veiksniy, iliustruoja konkreéiy dirbiniy grupiy analizé.

Itin puosniis kapuose aptikti apgalviai. Kernavés kapi-
nyne jy rasta kaip niekur daug, net 30-yje kapy. Apgalviy
plokstelés stebina jose pavaizduoty simboliy ir ornamenty
jvairove. Aikiai ne vietinés kilmés simboliai i$musti apgal-
viy plokstelése yra heraldinés lelijos (1 pav.), stilizuoti Zvé-
rys - liiitai? (2 pav.), palmetés (3 pav.) ir kiti. Taciau aptikta
ir apgalviy, dekoruoty vietiniais, dar pagoniSkais simbo-
liais — svastikomis (4 pav.), trilapiu Ziedu arba paprasciau-
siu geometriniu ratu. Tai, kad plokStelés su baltams nebii-
dingais motyvais gali bili pagamintos vietoje, rodo mieste,
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kauladirbio sodyboje, aptiktos berZo tosys, ornamentuotos
tokiomis paciomis heraldinémis lelijomis ir palmetémis.

I8 viso Lietuvoje surasta 40 apgalviy, 6 kapinynuose. Vi-
si aptikti rytinéje Lietuvos dalyje, buvusios Ryty Lietuvos
pilkapiy kultiiros teritorijoje. Ta¢iau labiausiai aptariami gal-
vos papuosalai paplito XIII-XIV a. Nemuno aukstupio ka-
pinynuose. A. Kviatkovskajos duomenimis, i$ viso ¢ia suras-
ti 55 Sio papuosalo pavyzdziai 11-oje kapinyny. Paminklai,
kuriuose surasta daguma apgalviy - 40 (72 proc.), issidéste
kompaktiskoje teritorijoje, deSiniajame Nemuno krante, Kat-
ros upés baseine, kuris daugelio autoriy laikomas baltigku -
jotvingiy arealu.

Kernavés kapinyno radiniai panasiis j aptinkamus jot-
vingiy kapuose su akmeninémis kriisnimis ne tik apgalviais.
Istisi kapy inventoriai — apgalviai, antsmilkiniai, kaklo véri-
niai, Ziedy tipai ir kita — Kernavéje ir jotvingiy laidojimo
paminkluose labai maZzai kuo skiriasi.

DidZiausias kapy, kuriuose rasta apgalviy, procentas
Kernaves kapinyne leidZia manyti, kad jie gaminti vietoje.
Tai patvirtina ir pavieniai apgalviy plokteliy pavyzdiai, su-
rasti Kernavés miesto bei piliakalniy kultiirinjiuose sluoks-
niuose. Pastaraisiais metais kapinyne aptiktas apgalvis, puos-
tas keturlapio Ziedo formos plokstelémis. VisiSkai identis-
kos plokstelés surastos tyrinétoje amatininko - juvelyro
dirbtuvéje Pajautos slényje.

Taigi Keravés apgalviy kolekcija leidZia apibiidinti Kerna-
vés miesto bendruomenés pobiidj. Sio tipo dirbiniy paplitimas
regione rodo jotvingiSko substrato buvima, plokstelése iSmusti
simboliai — religinj ir kultiirinj bendruomenés sinkretizma, su-
detingos gamybos technologijos — auksta juvelyry techninj lygj.
Apskritai toks didelis apgalviy populiarumas tarp motery bi-
dingas tik viduram#iy Kemavés bendruomenei.

Aptikty antsmilkiniy ir auskary tipologiné jvairové taip
pat atskleidzia daugialypj Kernavés bendruomenés charak-
terj. Abejoniy nekelia kapo Nr. 21 sidabriniy trikaroliy ant-
smilkiniy slavi§ka kilmé (5 pav.). Tai yra tipiSkas XII-XIII a.
slaviy miestieciy papuosalas, biidingas tik miesto bendruo-
menéms. Antsmilkiniy karoliai aZfriniai, puosti filigranu.
Paprastesniy trikaroliy antsmilkiniy kapinyne aptikta dar
dvicjuose kapuose, o vienas itin puo3nus yra i§ suardyto
kapo (6 pav.).

Auskary nesioseng reikeéty sieti su slaviSkomis puoSy-
bos tradicijomis. Tagiau daugelis Kernavéje aptikty auskary
tipy yra daZnas radinys ir Nemuno auk3tupio jotvingiskuose
kapuose su akmeny krisnimis bei kiek ankstyvesniuose i3
akmeny krautuose pilkapiuose. Auskarai Zinomi ir i§ Juo-
dosios Rusios miesty kultiiriniy sluoksniy. Taigi, nors aus-
kary kilmé ir neSiosenos tradicijos daZniausiai tapatinamos
su slavais, | Kernave ie dirbiniai atkeliavo dviem keliais: i§
paciy slavy miestieciy kaip preke ir tiesiogiai i§ labiau slavis-
ky tradicijy paveikty jotvingiy. Savita Kernavés miesto ma-
terialing kultiira iliustruoja kape Nr. 133 aptikti Ziedeliniai
sidabriniai paauksuoti auskarai, kuriy galai uZsibaigia stili-
zuotomis Zirgo galvatémis (7 pav.).

Neabejotinai slaviikos kilmés papuosalai -, lelijos* for-
mos kabuéiy vériniy fragmentai (8 pav.). Sidabriniy vériniy

i§ Sio tipo kabuéiy aptikta Zymiausiuose Lietuvos XIV a.
lobiuose (Stakliskes, Geliogaliai). Vienas visas $io tipo véri-
nys surastas jau XIV a. pabaigos kape Kernaves baznyciy
teritorijoje. ,,Lelijos” formos kabuéiy placiai aplinkama ry-
tiniy slavy piliakalniuose ir pilkapiuose, ypa¢ Smolensko sri-
tyje (PUHOYTPEL.., 1987, p. 315-346). Artimiausias Kerna-
vel jy gamybos centras buvo Naugardukas. Ten aptikta ka-
buciams gaminti skirta matrica (3sepyro, 1989, p. 129, pav.
67:14).

Kernavés kapinyne surasta kaklo vériniy su jveZtiniais
kryzeliais, taciau su vietiniais gintaro karoliais (9 pav.). [vez-
tiniais laikytini ir 2 vériniuose aptikti briaunoti karoliai i§
sardonikso (oniksy grupé) akmens. Tadiau surasta kaklo
apvary ir i§ vietoje pagaminty Zvanguéiy arba tik baltams
biidingy rombiniy kabuéiy. Tiesa, vienas rombinis kabutis
buvo paauksuotas, o tai néra bidinga $io tipo dirbiniams.
Taigi kaklo apvary sudétis, jas sudaran¢iy komponenty kil-
mé vélgi rodo sinkretinj Kernavés bendruomenés pobiidj
tiek etnine, tiek konfesine prasme.

Gausiausia Kernaves kapinyne aptikty papuosaly gru-
Ppé — Ziedai. Surasta daugiau kaip 100 jvairiy tipy Ziedy tiek
vyry, tiek motery kapuose. Daugelis juy - pinta arba prapla-
tinta priekine dalimi, taip pat juostiniai, paplit¢ pladiame
tiek slavy, tiek balty regione. Tadiau reikéty atkreipti démesj
i tris tipologiniu poZiiiriu unikalias Ziedy grupes: Ziedai su
stiklinémis akimis, Ziedai, pagaminti i§ sulituoty vielu€iy (skan
technika), ir tusciaviduriai Ziedai, pagaminti metaloplasti-
niu spaudimo biidu. Ziedy su stiklo akimis kapinyne aptikta
9 bei du fragmentai (10 pav.). Dar 4 Ziedy su stiklo akimis
fragmentai surasti miesto kultiriniuose sluoksniuose. Taigi
Kernavés viduramzZiy archeologijos paminkly kompleksas
#iedy su stiklo akimis skaiéiumi prilygsta tokiems prekybos
ir amaty centrams kaip Kijevas arba Novgorodas. Vieno §io
tipo Ziedy akuté buvo ne stikliné, o i§ kalny kri§tolo. Taciau
dél konstrukcijos paprastumo ir universalumo sunku pasa-
kyti, ar $ie Ziedai yra jveZtiniai, ar vietos gamybos. Tik jy
gausa leidZia manyti, kad tai yra vietos juvelyry darbo pro-
duktas.

Technologiniu poZitiriu sudétingiausi Ziedai — pagaminti
skan technika, su stiklo akimis, papuoti prilituotomis vielu-
témis bei spurgeliais. 3 jy aptikti Kernavés XIII-XIV a. ka-
pinyne, dar 4 - XIV a. pabaigos kapuose baZny¢iy aplinkoje
(11 pav.). Siy dirbiniy analogy aptikti nepavyko. Vienintelis
technologiskai ir stilistiskai to paties tipo Ziedas aptiktas jot-
vingi$kame kape su akmeninémis kriisnimis Venzovcinos -
kapinyne, Nemuno aukstupyje (Kviatkovskaja, 1998, p. 91,
nuotr. 27). Kernavéje surasti net 7 tokie Ziedai, taip pat jy
nebuvimas kity miesty kultiiriniuose sluoksniuose ir kapi-
nynuose leidZia teigti, kad tai yra vietos juvelyry darbas.
Naudoty technologijy sudétingumas rodo, kad Siuos dirbi-
nius gamino aukciausio lygio juvelyrikos meistras. $i unika-
liy dirbiniy grupé vélgi traktuotina kaip savitos miestietis-
kos kultiiros juvelyrikos meno pavyzdys.

Kitas tik Kernavés viduramziy paminklams biidingas si-
dabriniy ziedy tipas — originaliis tui¢iaviduriai Ziedai, paga-
minti metaloplastiniu spaudimo bidu (12 pav.). XIII-XIV a.

173



G. Velius

kapinyne jy aptikta 4. Kad tai vietos juvelyry produktas,
rodo analogisko Ziedo galvuté, surasta miesto kultiiriniame
sluoksnyje, juvelyro dirbtuvése. Sio Ziedy tipo analogy miesty
archeologinéje medziagoje néra. Tik StakliSkése surastame
lobyje aptiktas vienas tokia pacia technika pagamintas Zie-
das. Jdomus motyvas iSmustas ant 3iy Ziedy priekinés da-
lies: dviem atvejais - svastika, dviem - jstriZas kryZius. Taigi
veél matome sudétingas juvelyriniy dirbiniy technologijas,
perimtas i§ krikS¢ionisky krasty, ir pagoniSkus simbolius —
svastikas tame paciame dirbinyje.

Kalbant apie kitas dirbiniy grupes ir apskritai visa Ker-
navés viduramziy miesto archeologinj palikima pazymeétina,
kad vietiniai balty krastams biidingi gaminiai — pasaginés bei
plokstelines segés, jvairiausiy tipy Ziedai, kabudiai, kiti dirbi-
niai ai$kiai vyrauja. Tagiau Kernavei, kaip ir kiekvienam vidu-
ramziy miestui, bidingas tam tikras kultiirinis bei konfesi-
nis daugialypikumas. Miestie¢iai puodési dirbiniais, biidin-
gais ne tik siauram baltiSkam regionui, bet ir europinio mies-

Jteikta 2003 m. kovo mén.

to kultiirai apskritai. Siame kontekste visy aptinkamy radi-
niy grupése aiskiai idsiskiria unikalds, tik viduramziy Kerna-
veés miestui bidingi dirbiniai. Taigi galime kalbéti apie ¢ia
gimusia, ir, deja, tik apie 100 mety egzistavusia savita miesto
kultiira.

Kernavés miesto bendruomené, jos materialiné kultira
aiSkiai iSsiskiria bendrame to meto Lietuvos. archeologijos
paminkly kontekste. Periferiniy laidojimo paminkly radi-
niai yra vietos juvelyry darbo, ¢ia maZai juntama gretimy
kultiiry jtaka.

Taigi Kernaveés viduramZiy archeologiniy paminkly kom-
pleksas reprezentuoja Lietuvos miesto kultiira ir bendruo-
meng XIII-XIV a. Tai buvo struktiiriSkai europinio kon-
teksto darinys, tadiau savitas vidiniu dar pagonisku pasau-
liu, sumiSusiu su kriks¢ioniSkaja kultiira ir tradicija. Kultiiri-
nis ir religinis sinkretizmas nulémé Kernavés bendruome-
nés modelj. Tai salygojo savitos viduramzZiy miesto kultiros,
net kai kuriy tik Kernavei biidingy dirbiniy tipy atsiradima.



