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Senyjy Zzemdirbystés lauky tyrinéjimai
Siaurés vakary Lietuvoje

Algimantas Merkevicius, Réda Nemickiené

VADAS

Gamybinio iikio atsiradimas ir raida yra viena svarbiau-
siy archeologijos problemy. Gamybinio ikio raida
glaudziai susijusi su kitais visuomenéje vykstanciais pro-
cesais, todél pasaulyje Siai problemai spresti skiriama
daug démesio.

Visoje Lietuvoje i§ gamybinio tikio plétros fazés yra
islike senyjy zemdirbystés lauky. Juos zenklina akmeny
kriisnys, pylimai ir aptvarai, esantys netoli vandens telki-
niy. Daug $iy objekty buvo sunaikinta zemés reformos,
sovietmecio melioracijos metu. Akmeny kriisnys, pylimai
ir aptvarai naikinami ir dabar kertant miskus, pleciant dir-
bamus laukus, renkant akmenis statyboms ir pan. Dau-
giausia senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky yra islikg Siaurés vaka-
ry Lietuvoje: Kretingos ir Skuodo rajonuose (1 pav.).

Tiriant senuosius Zemdirbystés laukus gaunama infor-
macijos apie lauky dydzZius ir tipus, uZimamas teritorijas,
augintus augalus. Sie objektai yra svarbiis rekonstruojant
ankstyvosios ekonomineés sistemos, gyvenvieciy issi-
déstymo, netgi visuomenés socialinés struktiiros modelj.

UzZsienio $alyse, ypa¢ DidZiojoje Britanijoje, Skandi-
navijoje, Sia tematika buvo susidométa jau XX a. pradzio-
je. Senuosius laukus tyrinéja jvairiy mokslo sri¢iy specia-
listai. Be archeology, tyrimus ir duomeny analize atlieka
geografai, biologai, geologai ir kifyy mokslo Saky specialis-
tai, kurie taiko archeologinius, geologinius, fizikinius ir
kitus metodus. Pasitelke visa kompleksa tyrimy, uZsienio
Saliy tyrinétojai gauna pakankamai i§samig ir patikima in-
formacija apie Siose Salyse buvusia liking veikia.

Senyjy lauky tyrimai Lietuvoje buvo pradéti pries pat
Antrajj pasaulinj karg ir su nemazomis pertraukomis vyk-
domi iki Siol.

Siame straipsnyje aptarsime siaurés vakary Lietuvos
senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky tyrinéjimy etapus, problemas,
specifika ir svarbiausius tyrinétus objektus.

TYRINEJIMAI

Senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky tyrinéjimus galima suskirsty-
ti j tris pagrindinius etapus.
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Pirmasis etapas prasidéjo XX a. ketvirtojo desimtme-
¢io pabaigoje ir pasibaigé devintojo deSimtmecio pradZio-
je. Siame etape buvo surasta ir aprasyta daugiau kaip 20
aptariamy objekty. Keletas jy buvo apmatuota, kai ku-
riuose atlikti nedidelio masto archeologiniai tyrimai. Tuo
metu dar nebuvo suvokta §iy objekty paskirtis. Jie buvo
traktuojami kaip laidojimo paminklai arba kaip neaiSkios
paskirties archeologiniai objektai.

Antrasis etapas prasidéjo XX a. devintojo deSimtme-
Cio pradZioje ir baigési deSimtojo deSimtmecio pabaigo-
je. Sio etapo pradzioje buvo nustatyta iy objekty paskir-
tis ir apie tai paskelbta. Taip pat buvo atliekami nedidelés
apimties archeologiniai tyrimai.

Treciasis etapas prasidejo XX a. deSimtojo deSimtme-
&io pabaigoje. Siame etape buvo pradéti vykdyti tarptau-
tiniai ir tarpdalykiniai senyjy lauky tyrimai. Buvo suras-
ta nemaZai naujy senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky, kuriy dalis
yra netoli kity archeologiniy objekty. Taip susidaré ar-
cheologiniy objekty kompleksai.

XX a. ketvirtajame deSimtmetyje pirmasis j akmeny
krisnis ir pylimus atkreipé démesj Ignas Jablonskis.
1938 m. Tauzy kaimo (Skuodo r.) bendrose ganyklose jis
pirma karta pastebéjo akmeny kriisnis (Jablonskis, 1981,
p- 3). Tais paciais metais I. Jablonskis informavo Vytauto
Didziojo kultiiros muziejy apie Tauzuose aptikta ,,degin-
tinj kapinyng“. Siame raste I. Jablonskis nurodo, kad
viena kapa atkase ir jame, apie 0,5 m gylyje, jskaitant ir
kapo isgrindima, surado angliy ir peleny (VAK 36, p.
176). Tais paciais metais I. Jablonskis sudaré ir Tauzy
akmeny kriisniy plang (2 pav.). Kriisnis jis jvardijo pilka-
piais. Siame plane paZyméta apie 100 akmeny kriisniy.
Remiantis minétais duomenimis galima teigti, kad seny-
ju Zemdirbystés lauky tyrimai Siaurés vakary Lietuvoje
prasidéjo 1938 m. Tauzuose, nors tyrimy autorius akme-
ny kriisnis traktavo kaip kapinyna. 1939 m. I. Jablonskis
surado tris naujus §io tipo objektus: Padvariuose (Kretin-
gos r.), Kluonaliuose (Kretingos m.) (3 pav.) ir Slavei-
tuose (Kretingos r.). Tais paciais metais jis apmatavo Pa-
dvariy (4 pav.) ir Budriy (Skuodo r.) senuosius Zemdir-
bystés laukus (VAK 36, p. 44, 50). Planai buvo sudaromi
naudojant teodolita (VAK 36, p. 44). 1939 m. 1. Jablons-
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Sutartiniai Zenklai
O - akmeny krusnys
B - akmeny aptvarai

1 pav. Senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky paplitimas Siaurés vakary Lietuvoje.
Fig. 1. Distribution of fossil fields in north-western Lithuania.
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2 pav. Akmeny kriisnys Tauzy kaime (Skuodo r.) (remiantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 8).
Fig. 2. Stone caims at Tauzai village (Skuodas district) (according to Jablonskis, 1981, fig. 8).

kis ,,Lietuvos aide paskelbeé straipsnj, kuriame iSreiské
susirtipinima ardomais archeologijos paminklais, tarp jy
ir aptariamais objektais (Jablonskis, 1939).

Pries kara, ketvirtojo deSimtmecio pabaigoje-
penktojo pradzioje, vykdant Zemés reforma tikininkai in-
tensyviai ruo3é Zemés sklypus dirbimui, todél juose esan-
tys archeologiniai objektai buvo naikinami. Sieckdamas
juos iSsaugoti arba bent uzfiksuoti I. Jablonskis sudare
ju planus ir savo rastais apie tai informavo VDKM (VAK
36, p. 44,50, 137, 178). VDKM vadovybe neliko abejin-
ga Siai problemai. Muziejaus direktorius P. Galauné krei-
peési j Kretingos apskrities vir§ininka dél Siy objekty ap-
matavimo ir apsaugos (VAK 36, p. 46). VDKM
darbuotojas Pranas Balenitinas buvo komandiruotas j Va-
kary Lietuva. 1939-1941 m. jis daré archeologinius tyri-
mus Siame regione. Be kity archeologiniy objekty, jis su-
rado ir savo ataskaitose apraSé akmeny kriisnis, buvusias
daZniausiai jvairiy kaimy bendrosiose ganyklose. Akme-
ny kriisnis jis interpretavo kaip pilkapius (Balenitnas,

1939 ir 1939, p. 61-66, 1940-1944, 29-31, 36, 4446)
arba ,iaip kokius paminklus“ (Baleniiinas, 1938 ir 1939,
p- 64). Kai kuriuose i3 §iy objekty jis atliko nedidelio
masto archeologinius tyrimus. 1939 m. Tauzy bendro-
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siose ganyklose P. Balenitinas iStyré 4 akmeny krisnis.
Archeologiniy tyrimy metu, be degésiy, jokiy kity radi-
niy nerasta (VAK 36, p. 181). Medsarkés kaime (Kretin-
gos1.) 1940 m. jis iStyré 5 akmeny kriisnis ir surado degé-
siy, degto molio (Balenitinas, 1940-1944, p. 35-36). Dau-
giausia — 10 akmeny kriisniy — P. Baleniiinas iStyré Erle-
nuose (Kretingos r.). Jos buvo krautos i§ jvairaus dydzio
akmeny. P. Balenitinas pastebéjo, kad jy konstrukcija vie-
noda: centre buvo didelis akmuo, apmestas maZesniais
jvairaus dydZio akmenimis. Tyrimy metu rasta tik degé-
siy (Baleniiinas 1940-1944, p. 44-45). J. Baleniiino pa-
teikta informacija apie akmeny kriisnis yra ypac svarbi,
kadangi véliau dauguma jy buvo sunaikinta arba labai
stipriai apnaikinta.

Pries Antrajj pasaulinj kara, ardydami akmeny kriisnis
ir aptvarus, tikininkai daZniausiai surasdavo degésiy, ta-
¢&iau pasitaikydavo ir kit radiniy. Padvariuose {ikininkas
Martinkus, ardydarnas akmeny aptvarg, rado akmeninj kir-
vj. Dar vienas akmeninis kirvis buvo surastas Padvariy apy-
linkéje po kriisnimi kartu su pelenais (VAK 36, p. 44).
Akmeniniy Kirviy surasta ir kituose senuosiuose Zemdir-
bystés laukuose: Kluonaliuose ir Tintelinose (Kretingos r.)
(Kretingos muziejaus fondai, Nr. 89, Nr. 461, Nr. 2572).
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3 pav. Akmeny krasnys Kluonaliy k. (Kretingos m.) (remiantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 7).
Fig. 3. Stone caims at Kluonaliai village (Kretinga town) (according to Jablonskis, 1981, fig. 7).

Po karo, 1948 m., Istorijos institutas suorganizavo pir-
maja zvalgomaja archeologing ekspedicija, kurios metu
keliose vietovése buvo apZiiirétos ir akmeny kriisnys. Vie-
na kriisnis buvo iStirta Tauzy kaime. Jokiy archeologiniy
radiniy tyrimy metu neaptikta (Kulikauskas, 1948, p. 54).

Kadangi tyrinéjant tokius objektus jokiy archeologiniy
radiniy, be degési, nebuvo randama, susidoméjimas §iais
objektais atsliigo. Po karo tik I. Jablonskis $iaurés vakary
Lietuvoje toliau ieSkojo, Zvalgé, tyrinéjo ir apmatavo §iuos
objektus. Jis kaupé duomenis apie senuosius laukus, taciau
jy paskirties tuo metu dar nesuvoke. 1964-1965 m. I. Jab-
lonskis surado akmeny kriisnis Kasuciy kaime (Kretin-
gos r.), netoli Kasuéiy eZero. Jos buvo issidés¢iusios trimis
didelémis grupémis rytinéje eZero puséje (Jablonskis, 1975,
p. 1-2). Véliau jas apmatavo (5, 6 pav.). 1980 m. I. Jablons-
kis surado Kasuciy akmeny kriisnis ir aptvarus netoli Ak-
menos upés, 0 1981 m. juos apmatavo, sudaré planus ir isty-
ré vieng akmeny kriisnj— Nr. 12 (7, 8,9 pav.). Sis objektas
yra kairiajame Akmenos upés krante, Kasuéiy kaimo mis-
ke. 1974 m., zvalgydamas ir tyrinédamas Auksiidzio (Kre-
tingos r.) Kiiliy pilalg, jis aptiko ir akmeny kriisniy (Jab-
lonskis, 1974, p. 2-3). Pasak I. Jablonskio, kriisniy buvo ir

pilalés viduje, ir iSoréje. Ypac daug jy buvo Pilalés misko
vakarinéje dalyje. I. Jablonskis iSkéle hipoteze, kad Kiiliy
pilalé yra priesistoriné jtvirtinta gyvenvieté, o akmeny kriis-
nys — susijusios su ja (Jablonskis, 1974, p. 3).

Pirmojo tyrimy etapo pabaiga ir antrojo pradZia sieja-
ma su akmeny kriisniy ir aptvary paskirties i§siaiSkini-
mu. 1976-1978 m. Padvariy kaime, kairiajame Akme-
nos upés krante, melioruojant laukus buvo rasta ne-
visiskai sudegusiy ,,virby danga, o Salimais tebestovéjo
akmeny kriisnys ir aptvarai“ (Jablonskis, 1981, p. 3). Tai
suradgs . Jablonskis suprato, kad akmeny kriisnys ir ap-
tvarai Zymi ankstyvosios Zemdirbystés lauky vietas (Jab-
lonskis, 1981, p. 3, 1983, p. 22). Jis buvo pirmasis, teisin-
gai interpretaves §iuos objektus. 1981 m. savo ataskaitoje
I. Jablonskis pateiké duomenis apie kai kuriuos senuo-
sius Zemdirbystés laukus ir pirma karta aiSkiai suformu-
lavo, kad akmeny krilsnys ir aptvarai yra ankstyvosios
Zemdirbystés lauky lickanos (Jablonskis, 1981). Sias sa-
voiSvadas 1983 m. jis paskelbé Zurnale ,Mokslas ir gyve-
nimas“ (Jablonskis, 1983, p. 21-22).

Nusta¢ius Siy objekty paskirtj, prasidéjo antrasis tyri-
my etapas. Jis taip pat daugiausia sicjamas su L. Jablons-
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4 pav. Padvariy akmeny kriisnys ir aptvarai, surasti prieS Antrajj pasaulinj kara (remiantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 6).
Fig. 4. Stone caims and baulks at Padvariai, found before the Second World War (according to Jablonskis, 1981, fig. 6).

kio vardu. Siame etape buvo surasta naujy objekty; kele-
tas i$ jy buvo tyrinéti ir apmatuoti. Pasirodé pavieniy
straipsniy spaudoje, kuriuose uzsimenama ir apie akme-
ny kriisnis, jau neabejojant, kad Sie objektai yra senujy
Zemdirbystés lauky lickanos (Dakanis, 1992). 1986 m.
1. Jablonskis tyrinéjo Senky kapinyna (Kretingos r.), ku-
rio teritorijoje surado akmeny kriisnj. Buvo iStirta Siauri-
né jos dalis. Tyrimy metu apie 0,5 m gylyje buvo surastas
stambiy degésiy sluoksnis (Jablonskis, 1986, p. 8).
Antrojo etapo pabaigoje, XX a. deSimtajame deSimt-
metyje, senaisiais laukais susidoméjo Vilniaus universi-
teto Archeologijos katedra. Buvo renkama lietuviska,
estiska, skandinaviska literatiira §ia tematika. Lankan-
tis Svcdijojc, be kity, buvo apziiiréti ir §io tipo archeolo-
giniai objektai. Sio desimtmegio pabaigoje buvo nutarta
daryti senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky archeologinius tyri-
mus. 1999 m. grupé Vilniaus universiteto Archeologi-
jos katedros studenty, tarp kuriy buvo ir §io straipsnio
autore, kartu su Kretingos muziejaus Istorijos skyriaus
vedéju Juliumi Kanarsku, vadovaujamy Algimanto Mer-
kevi¢iaus, mokomosios ekskursijos metu apziiréjo jvai-
rius Kretingos rajone esancius archeologinius objektus.
Per ekskursija taip pat buvo zvalgyti senieji Zemdirbys-

190

tes laukai. Kasuciy senieji laukai dar karta buvo apZzit-
réti 2000 m. lapkritj kartu su esty archeologais Marge
Konsa ir Valteriu Lang’u, kuris apie 10 mety savo Salyje
tyrinéja tokius objektus. Tuo metu buvo nuspresta vyk-
dyti bendrus Vilniaus ir Tartu universitety bei Kretin-
gos muziejaus §iy objekty archeologinius tyrimus, kurie
prasidéjo 2001 m. pavasarj. Tada buvo Zvalgyti senieji
Zemdirbysteés laukai Kretingos ir Skuodo rajonuose bei
tyrinétos ir apmatuotos Kasuciy akmeny kriisnys ir ap-
tvarai prie Akmenos upés (Kanarskas, 2002, p. 20-22).
Siame objekte, skersai pylimo, istirta 6 2 m dydzio per-
kasa. Tyrimy metu nustatyta, kad pylimas buvo 6 m plo-
¢io ir 0,5-0,53 m aukséio (Kanarskas, 2002, p. 20). Ty-
rinéjant pylima jame surastos 4 sidabrinés monetos —
Olandijos taleriai, kurie su pylimo jrengimu nieko ben-
dra neturéjo. Vilniaus bei Tartu universitety ir Kretin-
gos muziejaus ekspedicija senuosius Zemdirbystés lau-
kus toliau tyré ir 2001 m. ruden;. Tuo metu pradéti Ka-
$uciy akmeny kriisniy ir aptvary, esanciy netoli Kasu-
&iy ezero, apmatavimai ir tyrimai (Kanarskas, 2002,
p- 20-22). Cia, skersai vieno pylimo, istirta 5x 1 m dy-
dzio perkasa. Tyrimy metu nustatyta, kad pylimo plo-
tis = 3,7 m, o aukstis sické 0,47 m (Kanarskas, 2002,
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5 pav. Akmeny kriisnys prie KaSudiy eZzero (Kretingos r.) (remiantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 9).
Fig. 5. Stone caims at the lake of KaSuciai (Kretinga district) (according to Jablonskis, 1981, fig. 9).
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6 pav. Akmeny aptvaras netoli Kasuéiy eZero (remiantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 5).
Fig. 6. Kasuciai stone enclosure close to the lake of Kasuciai (according to Jablonskis, 1981, fig. 5).
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7 pav. Kaudiy akmeny kriisnys ir pylimai prie Akmenos upés (remiantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 2).
Fig. 7. Kasudiai stone caims and stone walls near Akmena river (according to Jablonskis, 1981, fig. 2).
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8 pav. Ka3uéiy akmeny kriisnys aptvare Nr. 2, netoli Akmenos upés (remiantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 3).

Fig. 8. Kasudiai stone cairns inside enclosure 2, close to Akmena river (according to Jablonskis, 1981, fig. 3).

p. 10). Sio objekto tyrimai ir apmatavimai buvo tesiami
2002 m. pavasarj, suorganizavus trecig tarptauting mi-
néty institucijy ekspedicija. Tuo metu buvo surastas ir
apmatuotas naujas objektas — Padvariy senieji laukai,
esantys apie 300 m j rytus nuo kairiojo Akmenos kran-
to, nedideliame miskelyje. Sie laukai yra gana taisyklin-
gi, daugiausia staiakampio formos, apjuosti akmeny ir
Zemiy pylimais (10 pav.). Archeologinéje literatiiroje
jie vadinami Kelty laukais.

2001 m. rudenj Vilniaus universiteto Archeologijos
katedra kartu su Geologijos ir geografijos institutu bei
Kretingos muziejumi parengé projekta ,,Ankstyvosios
Zemdirbystés lauky sistemos Vakarny Lietuvoje®, kuris bu-
vo pateiktas Lietuvos valstybiniam mokslo ir studijy fon-
dui. 2002 m. pavasarj fondas skyré finansavima Siam pro-
jektui vykdyti. 2002 m. tarptautiniai §iaurés vakary Lie-
tuvos senyjy zemdirbystés lauky tyrimai peraugo j tarp-
dalykinius tyrimus. Gavus VMSF 1éas, 2002 m. birZelj
buvo pradéti senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky, surasty ir apma-
tuoty pavasarj Padvariuose, archeologiniai tyrimai. Jy me-
tu skersai vieno i§ aptvaro pylimy buvo i§tirta 20 kv. m
dydzio perkasa. Nustatyta, kad pylimo plotis—5,5 m. Po
pylimu buvo surasta degésiy, kurie atiduoti radiokarbo-
niniams tyrimams.

2002 m. kova §io projekto vykdytojai rinko duomenis
apie senuosius Zemdirbystés laukus Estijoje, o rugséjj —
Svedijoje. Kai kurie senieji laukai buvo apZifiréti.

2002 m. spalio 8-9 d. Vilniuje vyko III tarptautiné
konferencija ,,Jono Puzino skaitymai“. Joje §io straips-
nio autoriai skaité pranesima Investigation of fossil fields
in Lithuania (,,Senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky tyrinéjimai Lie-
tuvoje*). Ty padiy mety spalio antrojoje puséje Vilniaus
universiteto Archeologijos katedra kartu su Kretingos
muziejumi Zvalgé senuosius Zemdirbystés laukus Kretin-
gos ir Skuodo rajonuose. Ekspedicijoje taip pat dalyvavo
Geologijos ir geografijos instituto darbuotojai. Jie paémé
méginius makro- ir mikrobotaniniams tyrimams i§ uz-
pelkéjusio Kasuciy eZero. Ekspedicijos metu buvo zval-
gyta dauguma archeologiniuose Saltiniuose minimy se-
nyjy lauky. Beveik visuose jy buvo rasta akmeny kriisniy,
pylimy ir aptvary, nors ataskaitose nurodoma, kad Sie
objektai sunaikinti. Zvalgant buvo surasta archeologiniuo-
se Saltiniuose neminimy senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky: Sen-
kuose, Tiibausiuose (Kretingos 1.) ir kitur. Aptiktos lau-
ky lickanos daugiausia buvo miSkuose.

Senieji Zemdirbystés laukai neabejotinai buvo gyven-
vieciy placiaja prasme sudedamoji dalis. Netoli gyven-
vieiy buvo jrengiami dirbami laukai ir ganyklos. Siau-
rés vakary Lietuvoje Zinoma laidojimo paminkly, pilia-
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pav. Tyrinéta Ka3uéiy akmeny kriisnis Nr. 12 (re-
niantis: Jablonskis, 1981, pav. 4).

ig. 9. The excavated KaSuéiai stone caim 12 (according to
ablonskis, 1981, fig. 4).

alniy ir gyvenvieciy, senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky, taciau
ai buvo pavieniai, tarpusavyje nesusij¢ objektai. Po pas-
utinés, 2002 m. rudens, Zvalgomosios archeologinés eks-
iedicijos jau buvo iSaiskinta keletas kompleksiniy arche-
loginiy objekty, kuriuos sudaro gyvenvietés, laidojimo
raminklai ir senieji laukai. Iki minétos ekspedicijos Sen-
uose buvo Zinomas tik kapinynas ir jo teritorijoje esanti
kmeny kriisnis. Zvalgomosios ekspedicijos metu $alia
apinyno surastas naujas piliakalnis ir senieji zemdirbys-
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tés laukai, neabejotinai sudarantys vieng archeologinj
kompleksa. Tokiy kompleksy surasta ir daugiau: Padva-
riuose, Kasuciuose, Kurmaiciuose ir kitur.

ISVADOS

Senieji Zemdirbystés laukai tyrinéti tik Sjaurés vakany Lie-
tuvoje. Siame regione isskiriami trys senyjy lauky tyriné-
jimo etapai. Pirmasis etapas prasidéjo 1938 m., suradus,
apmatavus ir tyrinéjus Tauzy akmeny kriisnis. Per ketu-
ris §io etapo deSimtmecius buvo surasta daugiau kaip 20
senyjy zemdirbystés lauky. Deja, tuo metu nickas dar ne-
suvoke §iy objekty paskirties. Jie buvo traktuojami kaip
laidojimo arba kaip neaiskios paskirties objektai. Sio eta-
po pabaiga siejama su senyjy Zemdirbystés lauky paskir-
ties iSsiaiSkinimu ir paskelbimu devintojo deSimtmecio
pradzioje.

Antrajame etape, devintojo deSimtmecio pradzioje—
desimtojo pabaigoje, buvo surasti keli nauji senieji laukai
bei daryti nedidelio masto jy tyrimai. Pasirodé pavieniy
straipsniy, kuriuose archeologai jau neabejojo Siy lauky
paskirtimi.

Tre¢iajame etape buvo pradéti tarptautiniai ir tarp-
dalykiniai senyjy lauky tyrimai. Jy metu dalis Siy objekty
apmatuota ir tyrinéta. Surasta nemaZai naujy senyjy zem-
dirbystés lauky. Kai kurie jy aptikti Salia kity archeologi-
niy objekty. Ifaiskéjo keletas archeologiniy kompleksy,
kuriuos sudaro gyvenvietés, laidojimo paminklai ir se-
nieji laukai. Siame etape taip pat paaiskéjo ir jvairis se-
nyjy Zemdirbystés lauky tipai.

Nuo 2002 m. senieji laukai tiriami finansuojant ir
VMSEF. Kompleksiniy ir tarpdalykiniy tyrimy metu bus
nustatyta jvairiy lauky tipy chronologija, jy santykis su
kitais archeologiniais objektais bei kiti su §ia tematika
susij¢ klausimai.

Trumpinimai:

KPC - Kultiiros paveldo centras

LII RS - Lietuvos istorijos instituto Rankras¢iy skyrius
VAK - Valstybés archeologijos komisija

VDKM - Vytauto DidZiojo kultiiros muziejus

VMSEF - Lietuvos valstybinis mokslo ir studijy fondas
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10 pav. Padvariy senieji Zemdirbystés laukai, surasti 2002 m. pavasarj.
Fig. 10. Fossil fields at Padvariai, found in spring 2002.
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INVESTIGATIONS OF FOSSIL FIELDS IN NORTH-WESTERN LITHUANIA

Algimantas Merkevicius, Réda Nemickiené

Summary

The emergence and development of farming is one of the
main archaeological problems.

The development stage of farming is displayed by the
fossil fields distributed all over Lithuania. They are signified
by stone cairns, stone walls and baulks, mostly preserved in
forests situated close to water bodies. Many of these sites
were destroyed during the Land Reform and land amelio-
ration carried out during the soviet times. Even today, de-
molition of cairns and stone baulks continues, as forests are
felled, arable lands expand and stones are gathered for buil-
ding activities. The majority of fossil fields have survived in
north-western Lithuania, Kretinga and Skuodas districts.

Investigation of the old fossil fields provides informa-
tion about the size of these fields, the territories they occu-
py, their types and the cultures which were cultivated. These
sites are of key importance as regards reconstruction of the
early economic system, the settlement network and even
the model of the social structure of the society.

In Lithuania, investigations of fossil fields started right
before the Second World War and since then have been
conducted until today with quite long interruptions.

The present article surveys the investigation stages of fossil
fields in north-western Lithuania, the main problems, specifi-
city and the most important sites which were investigated.

Investigations of the ancient fields can be divided into
three main stages.

Stage I started in the late thirties and ended in the be-
ginning of the eighties of the 20" century. During this stage,
more than 20 of these objects were found and described.
Some of these were measured, and small-scale archaeologi-
cal excavations were conducted in a number of sites. At that
time the function of these objects was not conceived yet.
They were considered to be either burial or other archaeo-
logical sites of obscure function.

Stage II started in the beginning of the eighties and
ended in late nineties of the 20" century. In the beginning of
this stage the function of these objects was established and
publicised. Small-scale archaeological excavations were car-
ried out as well.

Stage II1 started in late nineties of the 20" century. Du-
ring this stage, international and interdisciplinary investiga-
tions of fossil fields were launched. A number of new fossil
fields were found, some of which were situated close to
other archaeological sites. Consequently, archacological
complexes were defined.

In the thirties of the 20™ century Ignas Jablonskis was
the first to draw attention to stone cairns and baulks. He
first noticed cairns in 1938 in the communal pastures of
Tauzai village (Skuodas district). That same year I. Jablons-
kis informed the Cultural Museum of Vytautas the Great
about a ,,cremation cemetery” found at Tauzai. In his letter
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he writes that one grave was uncovered and charcoal with
ashes were found in the depth of about 0.5 m, including the
grave paving. That same year I. Jablonskis mapped the Tau-
zai stone cairns. He identified the cairns as burial mounds.
In 1939 I. Jablonskis found three further sites of this type in
Padvariai, Kluonaliai and Slaveitai. That same year he mea-
sured the fossil fields at Padvariai and Budriai. He used a
theodolite to draft the plans. In 1939 I. Jablonskis publis-
hed an article in , Lietuvos aidas* which voiced concern over
devastation of archaeological sites, including the objects un-
der consideration.

Before the war, in the late thirties and the beginning of
the forties a Land Reform was carried out and farmers
were intensively preparing land lots for cultivation which
resulted in destruction of archacological sites. With a view
to preservation or at least documentation of these sites,
L. Jablonskis wrote letters to the Cultural Museum of Vy-
tautas the Great informing about the matter. The Museum
administration was not indifferent to the problem. Director
of the Museum P. Galauné appealed to the Governor of
Kretinga County regarding measuring and protection of
the sites. Worker of the Museum Pranas Balenifinas was
sent out to western Lithuania. From 1939 to 1941 he con-
ducted archaeological investigations in the area. Along with
other archaeological sites found and described in his report
were stone cairns, most commonly located in communal
pastures of a number of villages. He interpreted cairns as
burial mounds or ,,just some monuments®. He carried out
small-scale archaeological excavations at some of these si-
tes. In 1939 P. Baleniiinas excavated 4 stone cairns in the
communal pastures of Tauzai. During the excavations no
other finds apart from charcoal were recovered. In 1940 he
excavated 5 cairns at the village of MedSarké and found
charcoal as well as burnt clay. The largest number, i. €. 10
cairns, excavated by P. Baleniiinas were located at Erlénai.
These were constructed from stones of different size. P. Ba-
leniiinas noticed that they had the same structure with a big
stone in the centre, covered up with smaller stones of diffe-
rent size. No other finds apart from charcoal were found.
The data about cairns presented by P. Baleniiinas is particu-
larly important as most of them were completely destroyed
or badly demolished soon after.

Before the Second World War, in the process of de-
struction of cairns and baulks farmers most often found
charcoal, though other finds also occurred. A stone axe was
found during destruction of a stone baulk in Padvariai. A
further stone axe was found together with charcoal under a
cairn in the area of Padvariai. Stone axes were also found in
other fossil fields such as Kluonaliai and Tinteliai.

After the War, in 1948, the Institute of History organi-
zed the first archaeological survey which included examina-
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tion of stone cairns. One cairn was investigated at the village
of Tauzai. No archaeological finds were recovered. As no
archaeological finds, except charcoal, were being recovered,
the interest in these sites faded. After the War, 1. Jablonskis
was the only one researcher who continued prospecting,
surveying, investigation and mapping of these sites in north-
western Lithuania. He was gathering data about the ancient
fields though he did not yet realise their function. In 1964
and 1965 1. Jablonskis found cairns at KaSu¢iai village (Kre-
tinga District), close to the KaSuciai lake. They were situa-
ted in three large groups on the eastern side of the lake. He
mapped these later on. In 1980 I. Jablonskis found the
Kasuciai cairns, baulks and stone walls. In 1981 he mapped
them and excavated one cairn, namely cairn 12. It is located
on the left bank of the Akmena River, in the forest of Kasu-
¢iai village. During the survey and excavation of Aukstdis
Kiliai mound in 1974, he found cairns as well. According to
1. Jablonskis, there were cairns both inside and outside the
mound. They were especially numerous in the western part
of the Pilalé forest. I. Jablonskis offered a hypothesis that
the Kiiliai mound was a prehistoric fortified settlement and
the cairns were related to it.

The end of the first investigation stage and the begin-
ning of the second stage are associated with the clarification
of the functions of cairns and baulks. In 1976-1978, during
amelioration of fields in Padvariai village, on the left bank of
the Akmena River, ,,a partly burnt rod paving along with
surviving cairns and baulks“ were found. When 1. Jablons-
kis found this site, he realised that cairns and baulks signi-
fied the places of early farming. He was the first to give a
correct interpretation of these objects. In his report of 1981
I. Jablonskis presented data on a number of fossil fields
and for the first time clearly articulated that cairns and baulks
were remnants of the early agricultural fields. He published
these conclusions in the ,Mokslas ir gyvenimas“ (Science
and Life) journal in 1983. As the function of these objects
was established, the second investigation stage commen-
ced. This stage is mostly associated with the name of I. Jab-
lonskis as well. A number of new objects were found during
this stage as well, some of these were excavated and map-
ped. Isolated articles were published with references to cairns
as unquestionable remnants of the ancient agricultural fields.
In 1986 I. Jablonskis excavated the Senkai cemetery (Kre-
tinga district) and found a cairn in its territory. Its northern
part was investigated. During excavations a layer of sizeable
charcoal was found in the depth of 0.5 m.

At the end of stage 11, in the nineties, fossil fields attrac-
ted the interest of the Department of Archaeology of Vil-
nius University. Literature on the subject was gathered, inc-
luding Lithuanian, Estonian and Scandinavian publications.
During visits to Sweden archaeological sites of the type we-
re examined together with other objects. In the late nineties
a decision was made to conduct archaeological investiga-
tions of the ancient fields. In 1999 a group of students from
the Department of Archaeology of Vilnius University, ac-
companied by Head of the Division of History of Kretinga

Museum and directed by Algimantas Merkevi€ius made a
study trip to Kretinga during which the archaeological sites
located in the district were examined. During the excursion
fossil fields were also surveyed. The Kasuéiai fossil fields
were once again surveyed in November 2000 together with
Estonian archaeologists Marge Konsa and Valter Lang, who
has been investigating such sites in his country for about 10
years. It was then that a decision was made to carry out joint
archaeological investigations of these objects with partici-
pation of Vilnius and Tartu Universities and Kretinga Mu-
seum. The investigations started in spring 2001. Fossil fields
in Kretinga and Skuodas districts were surveyed, the
Ka3uciai cairns and stone walls were excavated and map-
ped. On the latter site, a trench measuring 6 X 2 m was
excavated across the stone wall. The excavations revealed
that the wall had been 6m wide and 0.50-0.53 m high. Exca-
vations at the wall yielded 4 silver coins, Dutch thalers, which
have nothing to do with the construction of the wall. The
expedition of Vilnius and Tartu Universities, and Kretinga
museum continued investigations of the fossil fields in au-
tumn 2001. At that time mapping and excavation of the
Kauéiai cairns and baulks, located close to the KaSuéiai
lake, started. A trench of 5 X 1 m was excavated here across
one baulk. The excavations established that the baulk had
been 3.7 m wide and up to 0.47 m high. The investigation
and mapping of this site continued in spring 2002 during
the third international expedition of the institutions men-
tioned above. At that time a new site was found and map-
ped, i. e. the Padvariai fossil fields, situated about 300 m
eastwards of the left bank of the Akmena River, in a small
forest. These fields are quite regular, mostly rectangular in
shape, encircled with stone and earth baulks. In archaeolo-
gical literature they are called the Celtic fields.

In autumn 2001, the Department of Archaeology of Vil-
nius University in association with the Institute of Geology
and Geography, and the Museum of Kretinga prepared a
project on ,,The Early Agricultural Field Systems in Wes-
tern Lithuania“ which was submitted to the Lithuanian Sta-
te Science and Studies Fund. In spring 2002 the Fund assig-
ned financing for the realization of the project. In 2002 the
international investigations of the ancient fields in north-
western Lithuania developed into interdisciplinary investi-
gations. In June 2002, thanks to the financial support from
the Lithuanian State Science and Studies Fund, archaeolo-
gical excavations were launched at the fossil fields found
and mapped at Padvariai earlier that spring. During these
investigations, a trench of 20 sq m was excavated across one
of the baulks. It was established that the baulk had been
5.5 m wide. Charcoal was found under the baulk and sub-
mitted for radiocarbon dating.

In March and September 2002 the executors of the pro-
ject collected data on fossil fields in Estonia and Sweden
respectively. Some fossil fields were surveyed.

On 8-9 October 2002 the third international conferen-
ce ,,In Honour of Jonas Puzinas“ was arranged in Vilnius.
A paper on ,Investigation of fossil fields in Lithuania®
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was delivered at the conference. In the second half of Oc-
tober that year, the Department of Archaeology of Vilnius
University in association with Kretinga Museum surveyed
the fossil fields in Kretinga and Skuodas districts. Resear-
chers from the Institute of Geology and Geography took
part in the expedition as well. They took samples for furt-
her macro and micro botanical analysis from the boggy
lake of Kasuéiai. During the expedition most of the an-
cient fields mentioned in archaeological sources were sur-
veyed. In almost all the fields cairns, stone walls and baulks
were found, though reports indicate that these objects had
been demolished. During the survey, fossil fields not men-
tioned in archaeological sources were also found, inclu-
ding Senkai, Ttbausiai (Kretinga district) and others. The

Jteikta 2003 m. sausio meén.

discovered remains of fields were commonly located in
forests.

The ancient fields were indisputably an integral part of
settlements in the broad sense. Arable fields and pastures
were set up close to settlements. Burial sites, hillforts and
settlements as well as fossil fields have been found in north-
western Lithuania, but they were isolated objects. After the
last archaeological ficldwalking expedition in autumn 2002,
a number of complex archaeological sites, comprising set-
tlements, burial sites and fossil fields were defined.

Complex and interdisciplinary investigations will estab-
lish the chronological framework of separate field types and
their relationship with other archaeological objects, as well
as other issues related to this subject.

Translated by D. Merkeviciené



