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SEVERAL NOTES ON THE FORMATION AND DEVE-
LOPING OF EAST LITHUANIAN BARROW CULTURE
DURING THE LATE ROMAN IRON AGE

Formation of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture goes in
the territory between the river Sventoji in the west and the
lakes Sviri and Narach (in Belarus) in the east. However,
resettlement and assimilation of this territory starts in
the basin of the river Zeimena and its confluence with the
river Neris (Vaitkevicius, 2005a, p. 50-51, Fig. 1). It
should be noted that the eastern border of the culture is
not marked well enough, even in the Late Viking Age and
Early Medieval Times (Kurila, 2005, p. 78). There are
no mound-covered burials dated to the Late Roman Iron
Age and belonging to the East Lithuanian Barrow Cultu-
re in Belarus (Michelbertas, 1986, p. 69; 3psipyra, 2005,
c. 48-52).

East Lithuania during the Late Roman Iron Age wasn’t
densely populated (Michelbertas, 1986, p. 68-69, 194,
Figs. 84-87; Tautavicius, 1996, p. 46; Vaitkevicius, 2005,
Fig. 2; JIyxraHac, 2002, c. 25-27; 3Bspyra, 2005, c. 48).
However, hill-fort cultural layers show that people were
living in this territory during the first two centuries
(JIyxraHac, 2001, c. 22-25). A developed system of the
hill-forts and open settlements was in function on the
banks of midstream of the river Neris at Grabijolai (Ze-
maitiSkés), Karmazinai (both sites in Vilnius district)
and Kernavé (Sirvintai district) during the second—fourth
centuries (Kraujalis, 2002, p. 34-35; Luchtanas, 2002,
p. 35-36; 2005, p. 44). The process of the formation of
East Lithuanian Barrow Culture was synchronised with
vanishing of Striated Pottery Culture during the late se-
cond - early third century. Perhaps the process of vanis-
hing of Striated Pottery Culture and changes following
this process held sway after certain military attacks, be-
yond which some burned down buildings were found du-

ring archaeological excavations (Luchtanas, 1994, p. 52;
2002, p. 22; JIyxraHac, 2001, c. 24). Excavation of the
hill-forts and settlements of Lithuania allowed arguing
that for the formation of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture
the role of Striated Ware Culture was not decisive (Za-
biela, 1995, p. 47-48; Jlyxranac, 2001, c. 24).

Formation of East Lithuania Barrow Culture begins
in the late second - early third century (the first stage:
phases B2-C1/Cla-till phase D1). The process was pro-
voked and directly influenced by migration of west Baltic
people from the south-western territories, first of all from
Sudovian Culture in the Suvatki region, Bogaczew and
Wielbark Cultures, as well as Poless’ye (Nowakowski,
1995, p. 77-78; Tautavicius, 1996, p. 46; Astrauskas, 1998,
p. 109; Bitner-Wrdblewska, 1998, p. 308; Vaitkevifius,
2004, p. 54-58; 2005, p. 73-74, Fig. 3; Mensenes, 1989,
c.56-59). At the same time, even in the Late Roman Iron
Age, relationships with south-eastern territories are noti-
ceable. Potsherds of wheel-made pottery, most likely im-
ported from the territory of Cherniakhov Culture (Alcai
27 type), were dispersed in the barrow-mound-7 at Kar-
mazinai (Vilnius district). A female cremation burial da-
ted to the sixth—seventh centuries was found in the men-
tioned barrow (Cehak-Holubowiczowa, 1955, p. 328-
329, Fig. 14:2, 3, 5; LNM AR, 121:32, 34). However,
imported wheel-made potsherds dispersed in the barrow
mound might belong to the late second or third century
(Cehak-Hotubowiczowa, 1955, p. 328-329; IllykuH,
1999, c. 72-73, puc. 4).

The grave complexes and single artefacts, which are
known in the territory of East Lithuanian Barrow Cultu-
re in the late second and third century are the same in
types as those known from the western Lithuanian sites,
Dollkeim/Kovrovo, Sudovian and Przeworsk Cultures as
well as from other territories of Central Barbaricum (fi-
bulae of Almgren types 59, fibulae with ladders (A96,
A128), necklaces with trumpeted and conical terminals,
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Fig. 1. Pakrauglé barrow site (Vilnius district), barrow 1, female inhumation grave (-9, //-12 - bronze, 10~ iron; LNM AR,
97:6-18; drawings by A. Ruziené).

1 pav. Pakrauglés (Vilniaus r.) pilkapynas, pilkapis 1, griautinio moters kapo radiniai (1-9, 11-12 - zalvaris, 10 - gelezis; LNM AR,
97:6-18; piesé A. Ruziené)

124



Watershed between Eastern and Western Lithuania during the Early and Late Migration Period

differently shaped pendants such as bucket- and wheel-
shaped with a swastika motif, sash-like bracelets decora-
ted with a row of “eye” and dots!, etc.) (Antoniewicz,
1930, p. 114, Fig. 14; Michelbertas, 1978, 10-11, map 5:
2-3; Bitner-Wréblewska, 2002, p. 72-73, Figs. 2-3; Vait-
kevicius, 2004, p. 54-58, Figs. 13, 15; Bliujaté, 2006,
Fig. 3). Single Roman coins, pieces of a glass beaker
(E 230 type) and even bronze human figures found in
East Lithuania indicate a relationship with the south-wes-
tern and south-eastern territories (Antoniewicz, 1930,
p. 112, Fig. 10:1; Luchtanas, Vélius, 2002, p. 113;
Jlyxranac, 2001, c. 26, puc. 3:1; Muxenms6eprac, 2002,
c. 78). There not visible contacts of an East Lithuanian
Barrow Culture with the north of Latvia in the Late Ro-
man Iron Age (Zabiela, 1995, Fig. 35) and relationships
westwards during and Migration Period (VaitkevCius,
2005a, p. 53).

Omaments of the Late Rome Iron Age found in fe-
male inhumation graves vary rather widely in character
and are dispersed in large territories of the Baltic Lands
(spiral temple ornaments, wristband bracelets, enamel-
led penannular brooches, certain pin types, necklaces with
a spoon-shaped clasp, different pendants, etc.) (Bliujus,
1983, p. 38-39, Fig. 9; Michelbertas, 1986, p. 107,
Fig. 30:3; 1996, p. 19-24, Fig. 1; Lenarczyk, 1991,
tab. XVI:3-5; JIyxran, 2001, puc. 3:2; ITokpoBcKuii,
1893, c. 170-171, Ta6. XI:18-20; IlIumancku, 2003,
c. 85, puc. 2:13-14).

The first wave of people migration, mostly from the
south-western territories, gradually resettled the basin of
the river Zeimena and the midstream of the river Neris
(Zabiela, 1995, p. 4748, Fig. 35; Michelbertas, Jovaisa,
1997; Vaitkevi€ius, 2005, Fig. 2; Jlyxranac, YiuHckac,
1988, c. 92-94, puc. 1). The main territory occupied by
East Lithuanian Barrow Culture covered the basin of the
river Zeimena and its confluence with the river Neris as
well as both banks of the river Neris approximately up to
the environs of Vilnius during the late second - first half
of the fourth century.

Barrows constructed from earth and surrounded by
stone circles, pits and ditches were characteristic of
mounds of East Lithuania at the end of the late second
century till the early sixth century. Stone circles characte-
ristic of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture appeared in Cen-
tral Lithuanian cemeteries (Marvelé) simultaneously
(BertaSius, 2005, Tafel: LXVI; LXXXVIII; CV; Abb. 4b).

! Juostininkai, Anyksciai district; LNM AR:545:1-6.

Stone constructions in Central Lithuanian cemeteries
might be part of the connections with Sudovian Culture
and might have no relation with East Lithuanian Barrow
Culture. Inhumation graves beneath the barrow founda-
tion were a characteristic feature of East Lithuanian Bar-
row Culture in the Late Roman Iron Age.

The watershed in material and perhaps spiritual cul-
ture was not so inconsiderable between East and West
Lithuania in the Late Roman Iron Age, because resettle-
ment of East Lithuania follows the inconsiderable help
of the western Baltic communities. However, one of the
most important distinctive features of the both territories
might be the different level of resettlement and of course
the limited range of bronze artefacts of the eastern part of
Lithuania. These features give a general impression that
East Lithuania was a rather peripheral zone of the Baltic
lands.

Already in those times the river Zeimena started to be
the main western and west-northern border for the spre-
ad of barrows to Central Lithuania (Michelbertas, Jo-
vaiSa, 1997; Vaitkevi€ius, 2005, Fig. 2; Vaitkevi€ius,
2005a, Fig. 1). The range of East Lithuanian Barrow Cul-
ture and its extension was naturally connected with the
main direction of resettlement, which according to the
archaeological data ran not always peacefully during the
Late Roman Iron Age (JIyxran, 2001, c. 27). However,
from the perspective of the 21% century it seems that the
resettlement of East Lithuania and West Belarus, as well
as the development of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture
ran as a replenishment of an empty vessel. On the other
hand, the number of the sites and population was rising
constantly from the beginning of the third century (Zul-
kus, 2005, p. 21, Fig. 3:5). The end of the first stage of the
development of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture might
be the synchronised phase D1 (360/370-400/410), which
is defined as the process of vanishing of Wielbark, Prze-
worsk and Cherniakhov Cultures.

EAST LITHUANIAN BARROW CULTURE
DURING THE EARLY MIGRATION PERIOD

The second stage of the formation of East Lithuanian
Barrow Culture covers the end of the fourth — middle of
the fifth century (this stage was synchronised with phase
D1 (360/370-400/410) and phase D2 (380/400-440/
450), the so-called Untersiebendrunn horizon (Tejral,
1992, p. 227-246). The process of the vanishing of Wiel-
bark, Przeworsk and Cherniakhov Cultures brought hu-
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Fig. 2. Baliuliai barrow site (Svencionys district), barrow 8, female inhumation grave 1. 1-2 - silver, 34 - iron, 5 — bronze,
6 — glass, enamel, bronze, after V. Kliaugaité, 2000; drawing by I. Maciukaité).

2 pav. Baliuliy (Svencioniy r) pilkapynas, pilkapis 8, griautinis moters kapas 1. 1-2 - sidabras, 3—4 - geleZis, 5 - Zalvaris, 6 - stiklas,

emalis, bronza; pagal Kliaugaité, 2000; piesé 1. Maciukaité)

ge new impulses to the development of the north eastern
part of Europe as well as to the formation of the next stage
of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture (Kazanski, 1992,
Fig. 17; IllykuH, 2005, c. 207-219, puc. 82). Cherniak-
hov Culture made the main impact on the development
of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture in this period, espe-
cially in the first quarter of the fifth century. Cherniakhov
Culture was vanishing during the two first decades or even
in the middle of the fifth century (Ilyxunx, lapos,
2000, c. 378-381, puc. 1:1-3; 2). During the first half of
the fifth century the interregional processes touched East

126

Lithuania, because endless disturbances in Central Euro-
pe during the reign of Attila (died in 453) again and again
stimulated new waves of migration (IllyxuH, 2005,
c. 287-296, 389-394).

On the level of the presently available data it is pos-
sible to argue that external reasons prevailed in the for-
mation of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture in the Early
Migration Period. The processes of the Great Migration
in East Lithuania were more significant than in the wes-
tern Lithuanian lands. The question how many people
whose ancestors erected the first barrows in East Lithua-
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nia survived and were not moved by the waves of the Gre-
at Migration Period is still open. The burned fortifica-
tion system of Kernave and other sites, triangular arrow-
heads, cicada-shaped belt bindings characteristic of the
Hunnish times? clearly indicate that development of set-
tlements and hill-forts came to an end in the middle of
the fifth century (Zabiela, 1995, p. 49; Luchtanas, 2005,
p.44). At the same time also the second stage of the deve-
lopment of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture expired.
The number of sites occupied by East Lithuanian Bar-
row Culture increased from the beginning of the fifth till
the middle of the fifth century (Tautavicius, 1996, p. 46—
47; Vaitkevicius, 2005, p. 75-77, Fig. 2; Appendix;
Jlyxranac, 2001, c. 26-27; JlyxraHac, YiumHcKac,
1988, c. 95, puc. 2). The western border of East Lithu-
anian Barrow Culture mowed within a measurable dis-
tance to the river Sventoji. The first barrows with inhu-
mation graves appeared in western Belarus in the first
half of the fifth century (I'ypesuy, 1962, c. 57-58, puc.
28; Jlyxtanac, Yumuckac, 1988, puc. 2)3. The first
cremation burials appeared in the most south-western
part of the territory of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture
(Bliujus, 1983, p. 31-40; Tautavicius, 1996, p. 4647,
Jlyxtanac, YumHckac, 1988, c. 95, puc. 1). Inhuma-
tion as burial practice was more common in the first two
decades of the fifth century (Untersiebenbrunn horizon).
However, it should be noted that first cremation burials
appeared and were contemporaneous with East Lithua-
nian Barrow Culture in the first decades of the fifth century
(Antoniewicz, 1930, p. 112; Tautavicius, 1996, p. 48-52).
On the contrary, in the territory westwards from the
river Sventoji and especially in the western part of Lithu-
ania, the number of the sites decreased (Michelbertas,
1989, p. 17, Fig. 2:2; Zulkus, 2005, p- 21, Fig. 3:2, 4). At
the same time there were some concentrations of sites
(cemeteries) with material of the Early Migration in se-
veral regions of the former West Lithuanian Stone Circle
Grave Culture?. Sites at the lower reaches of the river
Nemunas were desolated at the end of the fourth century,

2 See to the article of A. Bitner-Wréblewska and
M. Kontny “Controversy about tree-leaf shaped arrowhe-
ads from Lithuania“ in this volume.

3 Andrejevcy, Chiornaja Luzha, Gel'’jianovo, Vilkency,
Zheliad’, Ponizje, Smorgon’, Zasvyriai, etc. (all sites in wes-
tern Belarus).

4 Aukstkiemiai (former Oberhof), BanduZiai, Slengiai,
Ridaiciai I, UZpelkiai, Lazdininkai (Kalnalaukis) and ot-
hers.

however, single sites were still in use (giménas, 1992,
p. 31). The new sites, which in the fifth century and begin-
ning of the sixth century appeared in the region of the
lower reaches of the river Nemunas, are not connected
with the sites of the Roman Iron Age (Siménas, 1992,
p- 26-30). It should be noted that the small-scale depo-
pulation in the western part of Lithuania and resettle-
ment in its eastern part were not connected directly, be-
cause they were distinct elements of Early Migration Pe-
riod.

Inhumation graves of the first decade of the fifth cen-
tury, especially those of women, are much more impres-
sive than men’s graves of the same period (Figs. 1, 2).
Rich children’s and even infants’ inhumation graves in
the same barrow with women’s burials are another im-
portant and distinctive feature of the second stage of East
Lithuanian Barrow Culture (Vaitkevicius, 2005, p. 80).
These impressive rich women possibly had a high social
status and belonged to the elite of the society.

There are no clear indicators for the definition of male
elite graves of the phases D1-D2. High-rank male graves
appeared in the second half of the fifth — beginning of the
sixth century (Degsné, Labotiskés, Molétai district, Papis-
kés, Varéna district, Taurapilis, Utena district, KrikStonys,
Lazdijai district, Borava, Siliné, Svencionys district) (Tau-
tavicius, 1981, p. 31; 1996, p. 50; Kliaugaite, 2000; 2000a,
p. 175; Seménas, 2000, p. 198; IToxposckuii, 1897,
c. 155-156, Ta6. X:11-12) (Fig. 3).

Judging from the women’s inhumation graves, the east
Lithuanian people groups who came to this patch of the
land were a rather stratified society in the first decade and
first haft of the fifth century. Female’s inhumation graves
allow to distinguish women of different social position.
Some of females’ graves contained bronze ornaments of
the Baltic character (Fig. 1; 6). Rather numerous wo-
men’s inhumation graves had bronze crossbow fibulae of
the same or similar construction as those made of silver
(Figs. 1:8; 6:1).

Meanwhile other females, or “silver ladies”, were bu-
ried with different amounts of fashionable silver orna-
ments and various impressive necklaces of apparently fo-
reign provenance (Fig. 2) (Merkevi¢ius, 1990, p. 55;
Kliaugaité, 2002a, p. 67; Seménas, 1998, p. 151-152)5.

5 Polianki (Ostrovec district Belarus), Baliuliai, barrows;
Cegelnia (Pavajuonis, Ignalina dist.), barrow 2, grave 1 (Za-
biela, 1996, p. 46; Kliaugaité, 2000a, p. 177; Seménas, 1998,
p. 150-152; Bliujiené, 2002, p. 149150, Fig. 4:1-2).
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Fig. 3. Degsné barrow site (Labotiskés, Molétai district), barrow VI, male inhumation grave 1. (1, 3, 10-12 - iron, 2, 2a, 4-

9 - bronze; LNM AR, 549:10-21; drawing by A. Ruziené).

3 pav. Degsnés (Labotiskiy, Moléty r.) pilkapynas, pilkapis V1, griautinis vyro kapas 1. (1, 3, 10-12 - gelezis, 2, 2a, 4-9 - Zalvaris;
LNM AR, 549:10-21; piesé A. Ruziené)
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Women demonstrating their highest rank are an unusual
phenomenon to East Lithuania. Fibulae as well as brace-
lets and neck rings disappeared from women’s graves du-
ring the second half of the fifth century or even in the
middle of the fifth century.

Fashionable silver neck rings, necklace strings of dif-
ferent beads including amber and even corals, silver cros-
sbow fibulae with a bent foot, finger rings and bracelets
with thickened terminals generally made from silver are
known from the high rank women’s inhumation graves.
Approximately 161.12 g is the weight of all silver orna-
ments enclosed into a “silver lady” grave from the Pava-
juonys-Rékuciai barrow 11 inhumation grave 2. Silver
ornaments were found in a three-year-old child’s grave at
the Pavajuonys-Reékuciai barrow 11, grave 1; the total
weight of those ornaments is 177.11 g (Fig. 4).

The most characteristic ornaments found in female
graves of the first half of the fifth century are crossbow
fibulae (Figs. 1: 8; 2: 5; 5; 6: 1). The big silver crossbow
fibulae found in those graves might originate in Cher-
niackhov Culture circle or even somewhere in the Pontic
area and Crimean Peninsula during the fourth — begin-
ning of the fifth century (Fig. 5; Appendix 1:34-38)
(AM6po3, 1966, p. 66, Ta6. 11:16; 24:3; Lllykus,
2005, puc. 78, 79:1-11). Similar crossbow fibulae are
characteristic of the cremation burials of heterogeneous
Chemiakhov Culture from the lower reaches of the rivers
Dniester and Dnepr in the south till the Volyn’ja and the
upper reaches of the river Western Bug in the north (I'y-
peBuy, 1962, puc. 49:6, Teprmuiosckuii, 2000, c. 306—
308, puc. 5:18; Ilerpayckac, 2002, c. 48-49, 52-56;
puc. 2, 5, 6; Ilyxkun, 2005, puc. 78, 79:1-11). The
vanishing of Cherniakhov Culture might be connected
with appearance of high-rank female inhumations in East
Lithuanian Barrow Culture in the first decade of the fifth
century.

Fashionable necklaces strung of different beads inc-
luding amber, enamel, glass and even corals as grave go-
ods accompany “silver ladies” to the afterlife in the first
quarter of the fifth century or somewhat latter (Fig. 2).
From several tens to more than 200 beads were threaded

6 Circa 30 small coral beads were strung into the neckla-
ce found in grave 2 at Pavajuonis-Rékuéiai (Seménas, 1997).
IR spectroscopy analyses were made researching corals
found at Pavajuonys-Rékudiai (researched by J. Bagdzevi-
¢iené; LDM RC and Dr. A. KleiSmontas (Institute of Che-
mistry).

together to make one necklace. Beads are of well known
types in the spanless territory of Barbaricumn in the Late
Roman Iron Age and Migration Period (Tempelmann-
Maczynska, 1985, p. 65-70, Taf. 15, 59, 60, 64, 65;
ArnexceeBa, 1972, Ta6. 23-24). Similar fashionable nec-
klaces as well as large silver crossbow fibulae indicate the
same connections with Cherniakhov Culture (Cpimo-
HoBu4, 1979, puc. 8:1-2, 10-16; 12:1, 3-14).

The “silver lady” from the Pavajuonys-Rékuciai bar-
row 11 was buried with two silver bracelets with thicke-
ned terminals and permanently closed ends. A silver bra-
celet with thickened terminals and open ends was found
on the left arm in the child’s inhumation grave 1 in the
same barrow 11 at Pavajuonys-Reékuciai (Fig. 4:10) (Se-
ménas, 1998, p. 151). This child’s grave is dated to the
first half of the fifth century. The origin of bracelets with
thickened terminals is the Sarmatian area, Late Roman
environment or even Byzantine Empire (Arrhenius,
1990, p. 129-134, Fig. 6.10; Lund Hansen, 2001, p. 163,
176, Figs. 1, 4). These bracelets are allied to so-called
golden or silver “Kolben” armlets denoted as military ar-
millae, dona millitaria or trustis dominica. In the Germanic
society, “Kolben” armlets are connected with the highest
social and military rank and are a kind of symbols of loyal-
ty, fidelity and oath given to the leader (for men) or indica-
te a specific woman’s position in society (Arrhenius, 1990,
p. 129-134, Fig. 6.10; Lund Hansen, 2001, p. 158-165).
Silver “Kolben” armlets might have the same destination
in Baltic society. For instance, one of the knight retinues
from Taurapilis buried in barrow 4 inhumation grave 1 has
such silver armlet (Tautavicius, 1981, p. 34, Fig. 38:1).

The first golden or bronze (covered with gilded sil-
ver) bracelets of this type appeared in graves, hoards and
offering places of Barbaricum during the period C1b (Lund
Hansen, 2001, p. 158-163, Figs. 2-3). Golden “Kolben”
armlets everywhere in Europe during the Late Roman
Period were worn both by men and women nearly always
on the right arm, while starting from the Early Migration
Period those silver armlets were worn mostly on the left
arm (Arrhenius, 1990, p. 129-130; Lund Hansen, 2001,
p- 179). Golden and silver “Kolben” armlets, both by
men and women, were worn more extensively by Germa-
nic people, Huns and Sarmatians during the Migration
Period and in Early Merovingian Times (Kyhlberg, 1986,
p. 73, Fig. 20; Arrhenius, 1990, p. 129-134, Fig. 6.10;
Lund Hansen, 2001, p. 177-179).

Bracelets with thickened terminals in women’s gra-
ves are unusual to the Baltic environment of the fifth and
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Fig. 4. Pavajuonys-Rékudiai barrow site (Ignalina district), barrow 11, child inhumation grave 1. (/, 4-6 — amber, 2 - bronze,
3, 7-11 - silver; after Seménas, 1998; Museum of Svenéionys; drawing by I. Maciukaité).

4 pav. Pavajuonio-Rékuciy (Ignalinos r.) pilkapynas, pilkapis 11, griautinis vaiko kapas 1. (1, 4-6 - gintaras, 2 - zalvaris; 3, 7-11 -
sidabras; pagal Seménas, 1998; Svencioniy muziejus; piesé I. Maciukaité)

130



Watershed between Eastern and Western Lithuania during the Early and Late Migration Period

beginning of the sixth century. Only local types of these
ornaments were worn by women and children starting
from the sixth century (Kazakevicius, 1993, p. 118-119;
Vaitkunskiené, 1995, p. 127, Figs 181:1-2, 182:1-2; Ber-
tasius, 2005, Tafel CXXX:34, CXXXI:5). Westwards
from the river Sventoji, silver and bronze bracelets with
thickened terminals usually are found in warriors’ gra-
ves, mostly on the right arm (sword arm) in the middle
and the second half of the fifht century (Valatka, 1984, p.
22, Fig. 15:15; Siménas, 1986, Fig. 13; KazakeviCius,
1993, p. 118; Bertasius, 2005, Tafel CXIV, Grabfunde
268:3, Tafel CXXVI:3-4; CXXXV:3-4). Two silver or
bronze bracelets are known from women’s graves only in
the sites such as Vidgiriai (Siluté district) which also ap-
peared in the Migration Period (Siménas, 1987, Fig. 19).

Till now antler or bone combs in graves are found
only in the sites of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture (Ce-
gelnia, Ignalina district, in an inhumation male (?) grave;
Kretuonas, Svenn':ionys district, barrow 44, cremation bu-
rial 1 (Tautavicius, 1996, p. 50, 275, Fig. 134:3; Buténie-
né, Tautaviciené, 1980, p. 2). Antler and bone combs are
usual items in Cherniakhov and Wielbark Cultures
(IyxwH, 2005, c. 173-174, puc. 59).

It should be mentioned that sickles started to appear
in women’s graves during the first half of the fifth century,
and “silver ladies” burials are not an exception in such
custom (Fig. 6:10). Sickles started to be a constant ele-
ment of women cremation graves during the Late Migra-
tion Period. However, the custom of enclosing a sickle
into women cremation burials vanish in the eighth centu-
1y (Tautavicius, 1996, p. 50, 56, 114).

Some unusual and exceptional burial customs are
known from East Lithuanian Barrow Culture in the first
half of the fifth century. One of such burial customs is
additional goods (finger rings, silver cross bow fibulae
and fashionable bead sets) enclosed into a wooden casket
and put near the head of a deceased woman in rich inhu-
mation graves (Seménas, 1997; 1998, p. 152; Grizas, Ste-
ponaitis, 2005, p. 61). One more unfamiliar burial cus-
tom is known from the Cegelnia barrow 4, where a wo-
man’ was buried seated together with an infant on the
underlay made from birch bark and adorned with 300
bronze rhombic lamellae (Zabiela, 1996, p. 45-46; from
V. Kaschirski excavations of 1906). A teenage girl was
buried beneath the barrow base at Sudota barrow 1. Un-

7 Grave goods include a silver bracelet, a finger ring and
a spindle whorl made of stone (Zabiela, 1996, p. 46).

der this burial, a warrior’s inhumation grave with a nar-
row-blade axe and two spearheads was found (Merkevi-
¢ius, 1990, p. 55). There are known quite old customs
when deceased persons (men) were buried on the left
side (Antasare, Svenéionys district, barrows 2 and 5; Bo-
rava, Svenéionys district, barrow 1 (ITokposckuit, 1897,
c. 155-156). Graves with a deceased buried lying on the
left side and collective graves are known from Cherniak-
hov Culture (CriMoHOBMY, KpaBueHko, 1983, c. 32—
33, Ta6. 10).

Assemblages of grave goods, traces of wooden caskets
and unusual burial customs (CemmoHoBHY, KpaBueHko,
1983), such as position of a deceased in the grave, indica-
te influences from the south eastern direction, mostly from
Chemiakhov Culture and southernmost its territory. Pe-
ople migration and cultural influences might reach East
Lithuania during the vanishing of Cherniakhov Culture,
but not earlier than the first quarter of the fifth century.
High-rank women inhumations, which appeared during
the first decade of the fifth century, disappeared in the
middle of the fifth century. Nevertheless, the majority of
inhumation graves disappeared during the third decade
of the fifth century — middle of the fifth century. From the
middle of the fifth century cremation burial customs we-
re prevailing (Vaitkevicius, 2005a, p. 50-54). It can be
presumed that with appearance and development of cre-
mation burial rites, a transition from the prevalent indi-
vidual graves in the barrows to the collective cremation
burial took place.

EAST LITHUANIAN BARROW CULTURE
IN THE LATE MIGRATION PERIOD

The next stage of the development of East Lithuanian
Barrow Culture is the middle of the fifth - first quarter of
the sixth century (phase D2/D3 430/440-470/480 — ho-
rizon of the Smolin and Kosino; D3 450-480/490 hori-
zon of Karavukovo-Gava and beginning of the phase E
470-500/510-520 and somewhat later). In the second half
of the fifth and first quarter of the sixth century the new
waves of migration and resettlement of new people gave
new impulses to the formation of East Lithuanian Bar-
row Culture (Zabiela, 1995, p. 49-50, Fig. 35). The main
influences that reached East Lithuania were connected
with the middle reaches of the river Danube and the terri-
tories connected with midstream of the rivers Southern
Bug and Dhniestr in those times (Figs. 5; 7-8). The grave
assemblages from Taurapilis and Sudota 4t site include

131



Audroné Bliujiené

Fig. 5. Distribution of Prague fibulae and
crossbow fibulae with a bent foot and wide bow
(fibulae of Cherniakhov culture circle)

(list of the sites in appendix 1; after Schulze-
Dérrlamm, 1986, Abb. 8; I'aputyxun, 1989,
c. 82-85; supplemented by the author).

5 pav. Prahos tipo segiy ir lankiniy segiy su placiu
liemeniu ir lenkta kojele (Cerniachovo kultiiry
ratas) paplitimas (vietoveés: Zr. 1 priedq; pagal
Schulze-Dérrlamm, 1986, Abb. 8; T'aapumyxun,
1989, c. 82-85; su autores papildymais)

single artefacts (silver drinking-horn mouth binding and
gold neck rings) of Scandinavian origin (Bliujiené, 2000,
p, 105-106, Fig. 5; Satavi¢ius, 1997, p. 11-13, Figs. 74—
78; 2004, p. 13-14, Figs. 64-68). These artefacts might
have reached East Lithuania via the Middle Danube to-
gether with their owners.

In this period, the territory of East Lithuanian Bar-
row Culture occupied by barrows was marginally enlar-
ged and the river Sventoji started to be the main waters-
hed between East Lithuanian Barrow Culture and Cen-
tral Lithuania. The watershed in those times even fractio-
nally mowed west from the river Sventoji to the river Stré-
va (Alinka/ Raistiné, Trakai district; Maisiejtnai, Kaisia-
dorys district). New long-term barrow sites, with several
cremation burials in one mound, were erected in the whole
territory of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture in the mid-
dle of the fifth - beginning of the sixth century. Crema-
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tion burial rites prevailing in this period, inhumation gra-
ves were an exception in the middle of the fifth - begin-
ning of the sixth century (Vaitkevicius, 2005a, p. 50). Sin-
gle men’s inhumation graves and cremation burials of
this period look as typical warrior’s graves (Figs. 3; 7).
Male graves are rather uniform and indicate a strong lea-
ding position of weapons in their assemblages. One or
two fibulae of Prague type, crossbow fibulae with a lofty
bow and straight foot and fibulae with lofty bow and small
triangular foot appeared in the warrior’s graves in the
middle of the fifth century or somewhat earlier (Figs. 3;
5; 7) (Tautavicius, 1970, p. 33, 36). All these fibulae are
of interregional character and most of them are produced
from iron. Conical or spherical shield bosses, B-shaped
buckles® with distinct bindings, a narrow-blade axe, two

8 Types H23, H24 according to Madyda-Legutko (Ma-
dyda-Legutko, 1986, p. 67, Tafel 19).
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spearheads, knives of different length and even swords
are characteristic grave goods of this period (Figs. 7-9)
(Tautavicius, 1996, p. 47-56; Kontny, 2004, p. 251-256,
Figs. 1, 3—4; Vaitkevicius, 2005, p. 78, Fig. 6; 2005a, p.
50; Baxan, Kapranonsues, 1989, c. 29-30).

East Lithuanian Barrow Culture is a large northern
concentration of Prague fibulae in the territory of north-
eastern part of Barbaricum (Fig. 5; Appendix 1:1-18)
(Schulze-Dérrlamm, 1986, p. 600-605, 712; Tautavicius,
1970, p. 33, 36; Bliujiené, 2002, p. 148-149, Fig. 3; Bit-
ner-Wréblewska, 2005, p. 40; l'asputyxuH, 1989, c. 78—
80, puc. 1-2; Bapan, IIpuxonHiok, 1990, c. 248-249,
puc. 51). Another concentration of Prague fibulae is found
in Central Lithuanian and Sudovian area (Fig. 5; Appen-
dix 1:19-24, 28-33) (Schulze-Dérrlamm, 1986, p. 712,
Abb. 8). Single Prague fibulae are known from the Late
Wielbark and Dollkeim / Kovrovo Cultures (Jaskanis,
1996, p. 50, 161; I'aBpuTyxuH, 1989, c. 84). Fibulae of
Prague type in the Baltic lands should be dated to the
middle of the fifth — third quarter of the fifth / beginning
of the sixth century. In the basin of the rivers Dniestr and
Danube, Prague type fibulae appeared early in the fifth
century (Teodor, 1988, p. 207, 220-221, Fig. 9:1, 3;
tab. 3). Prague fibulae found in the Eastern Baltic region
might be divided into two subtypes, such as Pilvyny (fibu-
lae with a torque or twisted bow) and Vilkonys (fibulae
with a plane high lofty bow) (Fig. 5; Appendix 1:1-33).

Prague fibulae were worn by women and men in Cen-
tral Barbaricum and in Sudovian culture? (Figs. 3; 7) (Jas-
kanis, 1961, p. 184, Table II1:6; Kaczynski, 1966, p. 204—
205, Table X:6; Fig. 14; Schulze-Dorrlamm, 1986, p. 600
605, 712, Figs. 7-11; Teodor, 1988, p. 207, 220-221;
Tejral, 1992, p. 239). In burials of East Lithuanian Bar-
row Culture, Prague fibulae are found only in warrior’s
cremation graves, with the leading position of weapons in
their assemblages (Figs. 3; 7).

It should be noted that all fibulae connected with Mig-
ration Period have no visible traces in the later material
of East Barrow Culture. No derivatives to have prolonga-
tion to the second half of the sixth century were created.
Nobody took a try to adjust and improve these fibulae.
Fibulae of all types disappeared from male’s cremation
burials in the first decade of the sixth century.

9 Prague fibula found in cremation burial 2 at Wotowni
belongs to a female 50-60 years old (Dzierzykray-Rogalski,
Promiriska, 1966, p. 218). Prague fibula was found in the
female cremation burial 3, after the grave goods at Osowa,
barrow 50 (Jaskanis, 1961, p. 184, Table 11:4).

An opposite phenomenon was observed in the western
part of Lithuania in the end of the fifth - first half of the
sixth century, where imported items and new cultural ide-
as gave a lot of new images for originating various types of
different artefacts. Foreign animal design inspired west Bal-
tic craftspeople to create and produce artefacts modelled
on Germanic prototypes (Bitner-Wréblewska, 2001; Bliu-
jiené, 2002, p. 153-156, Figs. 8-12). Baltic handicraftsmen
tried to adopt realistically depicted animals of provincial
Roman origin to different artefact types: fibulae, garment
pins and even belt strap-ends (Bliujien¢, 2002, p. 153-156,
Figs. 8-12; 2000, p. 102-107, Fig. 4).

Single knights’ graves and graves of the highest rank
chieftains warriors appeared in the territory of East Lithu-
anian Barrow Culture in the Late Migration Period
(Fig. 8). One of them is the well known burial from Taura-
pilis barrow 5. This inhumation grave is dated to the se-
cond half of the fifth — beginning of the sixth century (Tau-
taviCius, 1981, p. 31). Burials of knights and highest rank
chieftains as well as members of their family recently have
been found at the Sudota 1% and 4% barrow sites (Figs. 8,9)
(Sataviéius, 1997, p. 11-13, Figs. 74-78; 1998, p. 47-48;
2004, p. 13-14; Seménas, 1999; p. 198; Bliujiené, 2002,
p. 150, Fig. 5). Pieces of melted gold'?, silver and bronze
necklaces and a narrow-blade battle axe were found in the
plundered cremation burial at the Sudota 4t barrow site
(Satavicius, 1997, p. 11-13, Figs. 74-78; 1998, p. 47-48).
Furthermore, small pieces of melted golden torque nec-
klaces and small gold drops were found in the cremation
burial of a two-year-old child (2) at Sudota 4% barrow site
(Satavicius, 2004, p. 13-14, 22-23, Figs. 64-68). Judging
by a B-shaped iron belt buckle and narrow-blade axe (Tau-
tavi¢ius, p. 145; BaxaH, Kapranonsues, 1989, c. 33,
puc. 3), this grave might be dated to the second half of the
fifth —first quarter of the sixth century or a somewhat lat-
ter. These pieces of melted golden ornaments are unique
items not only in East Lithuanian Barrow Culture, but also
in the whole eastern Baltic region.

One more unique grave complex was found at the
Sudota 1% site in barrow 30, male cremation burial 411,

10 Analysis of the metal was not made.

! Grave goods of this warrior cremation burial include
two knifes (length 14.5 and 25.4 cm), two spearheads, nar-
row-blade battle axes, conical shield boss and iron handle,
two iron crossbow fibulae (one with a long narrow foot and
lofty bow), fragment of silver necklace, fragment of silver bra-
celet, fragments of seven spiral bronze finger rings, several
fragments of melted down bronze artefacts (Seménas, 1999,
p. 11-12, Figs. 16-18; Bliujicné, 2002, p. 150, Fig. 5).
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Fig. 6. Diktarai (Utena district) cemetery, female inhumation grave 26. (-8 — bronze, 9-10 - iron; LNM AR, 655:8-15;

drawings by A. Ruziené).

6 pav. Diktary (Utenos r.) kapinynas, griautinis moters kapas 26 (1-8 - Zalvaris; 9-10 - geleZis; LNM AR, 655:8-15; piesé

A. Ruziené)

The most impressive gilded bronze artefact found in this
high rank chieftain burial is a fragment of a bow fibula
used as a belt mount (Fig. 9). However, this is a recycled
artefact, which initially was manufactured for a bow fibu-
la. This is clear from the pair of stylized bird heads at
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both sides of the bow (now broken) and the animal-head
terminal at the opposite side of the artefact. These two
features remind the so-called “Slavic” bow fibulae of Wer-
ner’s class I D, but no fibula of that class has a footplate
similar to that of the Sudota chieftain burial. The mount
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Fig. 7. Baliuliai barrow site (Svencionys district), barrow 5, male cremation burial 3. (I-12 - iron; after Kliaugaité, 2000, drawing by I. Maciukaité).
7 pav. Baliuliy (Svencioniy r.) pilkapynas, pilkapis 5, degintinis vyro kapas 3. (1-12 - gelezis; pagal Kliaugaité, 2000, piesé I. Maciukaité)
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the Sudota 1%site is very similar to a pair of broo-  logy of scrollwork decoration of brooches and belt buc-
‘rom a late fifth or early sixth-century female burial ~ kles in the Middle Danube region. In the opinion of
irge cemetery at Basel-Kleinhiiningen in Switzer-  Dr. Florin Curtal2, the bow fibula from the Sudota 1% site
(Bierbrauer, 1974, Fig. 5). The Basel-Kleinhiinin-  was produced in the Middle Danube region, somewhere
rooches have a different decoration of the footplate  in Hungary, ca. 500/530, and then re-adapted, perhaps in
10 scrollwork), but they are very similar in all other ~ Lithuania, before being deposited in a burial.

cts. The motif of scrollwork was widely used in the Consequently, most men of this period look as typical
n of bow fibulae, belt buckle plates and other items  infantryman warriors. The standard assemblages of their
ging to the Karavukovo-Gava horizon (ILlykun, burials are a conical shield boss, B-shaped buckle, nar-

1a6. VII). The burial assemblage in which they ——m8m——

found was dated between 490 and 520, and this early 12 Personal information from Assoc. Prof. Dr. Florin
loes not contradict what is known about the chrono- ~ €urta, University of Florida, Department of History.
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Fig. 9. Foot of bow fibulae used as mount from Sudota 1 barrow site (Svencionys district), barrow 30, male cremation burial

4 (gilded bronze; photo by D. Rudinskas).

9 pav. Pirstuotosios segés kojelé, naudota kaip apkalas. Sudotos | (Svencioniy r.) pilkapynas, degintinis vyro kapas 4 (auksuota

bronza; D. Rudinsko fotonuotrauka)

row-blade axe, two spearheads, and battle dagger or kni-
ves in the middle of the fifth - beginning of the sixth
century (Fig. 7). Omaments disappeared from male’s cre-
mation burials in the first decade of the sixth century.
Fibulae include only several graves of chieftains or their
retinues from Taurapilis and the Sudota 1% site.

Female cremation burials are not only poorly equip-
ped but also standard during the second half of the fifth —
beginning of the sixth century. The main grave goods of
female graves are one to four clay spindle whorls, an awl,
a knife and a sickle. Very rare bracelets are found in fe-
male cremation burials. Nevertheless, graves only of ex-
ceptional by rich female of the late fifth or early sixth
century are known. A unique burial of a 25-35-years-old
cremated woman is recorded at the Ziboligké 3 site,

where an exclusive gilded silver belt buckle with a quad-
rangular belt plate was found (cremation bones researched
by R. Jankauskas; Kliaugaité, 1999a, p. 9, 23; 2000b,
p- 182-183). This fine workmanship is of Middle Danubian
origin. An analogious item is known from the Bratei ceme-
tery in Transylvania, similar specimens were found in Fran-
kish female graves at Frénouville (Schulze-Dérrlamm, 1986,
p. 688, Abb. 105; Bérzu, 1991, p. 211-213).

Barrow sites with particularly rich graves concen-
trate in a small micro-region between the lakes Taurag-
nai, Zeimenis and Vajuonis and the upper reaches of the
river Zeimena. Generally those graves are dated to the
fifth — first quarter of the sixth century (Baliuliai, Sven-
&ionys district; Borava (Siliné, Svengionys district); Ce-
gelnia, Ignalina district; Pavajuonys-Rékuciai, Ignalina
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district; Sudota 1% site and 4t sites, Svenéionys district;
Taurapilis, Utena district; Ziboliskés 3™ site, Svencio-
nys district) (Fig. 8). This rather small territory looks
like a huge military camp in which someone had an in-
tention, in all senses, to manifest power and wealth in
the early fifth —first quarter of the sixth century. Barrow
mounds themselves and their concentration, the system
of the hill-forts and settlements as well as a defensive
wall at Rékugiail?, which has resemblance to the defen-
sive system of Danewerke (close to Schleswig, Germa-
ny) perfectly served this purpose. A system of lakes,
small rivulets and a hill and hill-fort in the vicinity of
the Taurapilis barrow site as a natural defensive system
goes eastwards and eventually join the Rékuciai defen-
sive wall (Girininkas, Seménas, 1995, p. 32-33, Fig. 6).
Nearby another defensive wall at Pastoviai (Pastoviai
district, Belarus) is located (Kviklys, 1989, p. 704; Gi-
rininkas, Seménas, 1995, p. 33). On the other hand, this
small micro-region with the mentioned sites could con-
trol the main land and water routes that were going to
the river Dauguva in the north and to the river Dnepr in
the south-east. Highest rank warrior chieftains and their
poorly equipped professional warriors as a retinue ar-
my once again indicate a social differentiation of the
society and imply that the political elite formed a power
structure and was controlling the territory. At the same
time it seems that the people who settled in East Lithu-
ania were escaping from their homeland with their pro-
perty from something very dangerous and trying to hide
in deep woods during the Early and Late Migration Ti-
mes.

13 The Rékuciai defensive wall is located between the
lakes Zeimenis and Vajuonys (Girininkas, Seménas, 1995,
Fig. 1). The length of this defensive wall is 830 m and height
circa 1.1 m. The Rékugiai defensive wall was dated to the 12—
13t centuries alter a small-scale investigation in this site
(Girininkas, Seménas, 1995, p. 28-34).
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CONCLUSIONS

1. East Lithuanian Barrow Culture was formed on the
basis of Striated Pottery Culture and resettlement of East
Lithuania and West Belarus by the new people. For the
formation of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture, the role of
Striated Pottery Culture was not decisive.

2. Formation of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture went
in three main stages during the Late Roman Iron Age -
Late Migration Period.

3. At the end of the second through the fourth century,
the formation of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture was
influenced mainly by Sudovian Culture.

4. The vanishing of Wielbark, Przeworsk and Cher-
niakhov Cultures brought huge new impulses to the deve-
lopment of the northeastern part of Europe as well as to
the formation of the next stage of East Lithuanian Barrow
Culture during phases D1-D2. Late Cherniakhov Cultu-
re had the main impact on the development of East Lit-
huanian Barrow Culture in this stage.

5. During the Late Migration Period (phases D2/D3-
E), development of East Lithuanian Barrow Culture was
connected with the Middle Danubian area.

6. The development of East Lithuania (East Lithua-
nian Barrow Culture) and the residual part of Lithuania
went independently. From the Migration Period, the ri-
ver Sventoji was the main watershed between these re-
gions.
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Appendix 1

Fibulae of Prague type (subtypes Pilvyny and Vilkonys) found in the eastern and southeastern Baltic region in the
second quarter of the 5t — third quarter of the 5t century / beginning of the 6" century

East Lithuanian Barrow Culture

1. Aukstadvaris (Trakai district), hill-fort, two specimens
(subtype Pilvyny)

2. Baliuliai (Svenéionys district), barrow 5, cremation bu-
rial 3 (subtypeVilkonys)

3. Chiomnaja Luzha (Medial’ski district, Belarus), barrow
2, cremation burial (subtype Pilvyny) and barrow 3,
burial 3 (subtype Vilkonys)

4. Diktarai (Anyksciai district), inhumation grave 1 (sub-
type Vilkonys)

5. Degsné-Labotiskés (Molétai district), inhumation gra-
ves in barrows 6 and 7 (subtype Vilkonys)

6. Dvyliskiai (Parais¢iai), Vilnius district, barrow 1(11),
inhumation grave 3 (subtype Vilkonys)

7.  Gury (Medial’ski district, Belarus), settlement (subty-
pe Vilkonys)

8. Maisiejinai (KaiSiadorys district), barrow 14(17), cre-
mation burial 1 (subtype Vilkonys)

9.  PerSaukstiai-Kasciukai (Svencionys district), barrow 9
(subtype Vilkonys)

10. Pilvyny barrows (Medial’ski district, Belarus), barrow
2, cremation burial (subtype Pilvyny)

11. Poskai (Saléininkai district), barrow 2, cremation bu-
rial (subtype Pilvyny)

12. Riklikai (Anyks¢iai district), barrows (subtype Vilkonys)

13. Skersabaliai (Trakai district) (subtype Pilvyny)

14. Taurapilis (Utena district) barrow 5, grave 1 (subtype
Pilvyny)

15.  Vilkiautinis (AukStoji, Varéna district)

16. Vilkonys (Saléininkai district) barrow 6 (subtype Vil-
konys)

17. Zabieliskes (Salininkai district), barrow3, cremation
burial 2 (subtype Vilkonys)

18. Zheliad’ (Medial’ski district, Belarus), barrows, 7, 10,

11 cremation burials burial (subtype Pilvyny)

Silver and bronze cross bow fibulae with wide bent foot
circle). The first quarter of the 5" century

34. Baliuliai (Svenéionys district)
35. Polianki (Laukininkai, Ostrovec district Belarus)
36. Pavajuonys-Rékuciai (Ignalina district)

Cemeteries of Central Lithuania and the lower reaches
of the river Nemunas

19. Eiguliai (Kaunas city) (subtype Vilkonys)

20. Kalniskiai (Raseiniai district), inhumation grave 191
and a loose find (subtype Vilkonys).

21. Marvelé (Kaunas city), known 15 fibulae

22. Plinkaigalis (Kédainiai district), inhumation grave
358 (and graves 97, 197) (subtype Vilkonys)

23. Versvai (Kaunas city), graves 29, 74, 113-114 (known
8 fibulae of Vilkonys and Pilvyny subtypes)

24. Vidgiriai (Siluté district), grave, inhumation 38

(corroded)

Dollkeim/Kovrovo culture

25. Dobroje (former Rantau Hiinnenberg, Zelenog-
radsk district, Kaliningrad region, Rusia)
The eastern Latvian sites

26. Dinaburg hill-fort (Daugavpils district)
27. Madalani hill-fort (Preilu district)

Sudovian culture (Poland)

28.
29.
30.

Kutowa (Hajnéwka district)

Mojtyny (Mragovo district) (subtype Vilkonys)
Osowa (Suvatki district), barrow 5, grave 2 (subtype
Pilvyny) barrow 50, grave 1 and barrow 66, grave 3
(subtype Vilkonys)

31. Szurpily (Suvakki district), barrows 15, 18 (subtype
Vilkonys)

32. Szwajcaria (Suvafki district), barrows 18, grave 3 and
barrow 22, grave 3 (subtype Vilkonys)

33. Wolownia (Suvatki district), barrow 5, cremation

burial 2 (subtype Pilvyny)

Appendix 1:a

and wide bow (fibulae belong to Cherniakhov culture

37. Velemicy 1% site (Stolinskij district Belarus; last
phase of the Zarubinec Culture)
38. Zheliad’ (Medial’ski district, Belarus)
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ABBREVIATIONS

ATL -  Archeologiniai tyrinéjimai Lietuvoje... Vilnius.

Katalog wystawy — Kernave - litewska Troja. Katalog wysta-
wy ze zbioréw Parstwowego Museum-Rezerwatu
Archeologii i Historii w Kernave, Litwa (ed. A.
Bitner-Wréblewska). Warszawa, 2002.

KP - Kultiiros paminklai, Vilnius.
LA - Lietuvos archeologija, Vilnius.
LIIR - Institute of Lithuanian History, Archyve, Vilnius.

LNM AR - Lithuanian National Museum, Department of
Archaeology, Vilnius.

RB- Rocznik Biatostocki, Bialystok.
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TAKOSKYRA TARP RYTINES IR VAKARINES LIETUVOS ANKSTYVAISIAIS

IR VELYVAISIAIS TAUTY KRAUSTYMOSI LAIKAIS
Audroné Bliujiené
Santrauka

Ankstyvujy ir vélyvyjy tauty kraustymosi laiky Lietuvos ar-
cheologiné medziaga rodo jvairiapusiskai skirtingg Vakary
(Siame straipsnyje terminas vartojamas apibréZti teritorija,
esandia | vakarus nuo Sventosios upes) ir Ryty Lietuvos
raidg. Taciau straipsnis koncentruojasi | Ryty Lietuvos pil-
kapiy kultiros uZzuomazgas roméniskajame laikotarpyje ir
tolesnius jos raidos etapus tauty kraustymosi laikais.

Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiiros pradZia ar pirmasis jos
etapas sietinas su briik¥niuotosios keramikos kultiiros pa-
baiga II a. pab. ~ III a. pradZioje ir Zmoniy migracija i§ Sa-
duviy regiono. Briksniuotosios keramikos kultiiros jtaka
regiono raidai nebuvo vyraujanti. Matyt todél Sio laikotar-
pio rytinés Lietuvos materialiné kultiira atspindi bendra Ry-
ty Baltijos jiiros regiono ir vakary balty kultiiros horizonta,
nors palyginti negausus atskiry dirbiniy tipy paplitimas ro-
dyty tam tikrg Sios teritorijos periferiskuma. Kita vertus, jau
roméniSkajame laikotarpyje Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kulti-
ros teritorijoje randama isskirtiniy visam Ryty Baltijos jii-
ros regionui dirbiniy.

Vielbarko, PSevorsko ir Cerniachovo kultdry uZgesimas
ankstyvaisiais tauty kraustymosi laikais jZiebé naujg Ryty
Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiiros raidos etapg (periodai D1-D2
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(360/370-400/410) ir D2 (380/400-440/450), skiriama Un-
tersiebenbrunn horizontui). DidZiausia jtaka Siuo metu pa-
daré monés, migrave i§ Cerniachovo kultiros srities ir jai
artimy regiony. Taigi ankstyvajame tauty kraustymosi laiko-
tarpyje Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiiros formavimuisi lemia-
ma jtaka padaré pietrytinés kultiirinés jtakos ir Zmonés, at-
keliavg i3 §iy regiony. V a. pirmajame ketvirtyje Ryty Lietu-
vos pilkapiy kultiiros palaidojimuose atsiranda motery (,,si-
dabrinés moterys®) turtingy griautiniy kapy ir griautiniy
vaiky kapy, kuriy svarbia jkapiy dalj sudaro sidabrinés lan-
kinés dvinarés segés, turin¢ios analogy Cerniachovo kultd-
ros areale, sidabrinés storagalés ,Kolben“ tipo apyrankeés,
dir2y saptys ir jspidingai pradmatniis karoliy vériniai (2;
4 pav.). Taip pat iSskiriami motery kapai, kuriy kompleksai
yra vietinés kilmés, bet kai kurie dirbiniai, ypa¢ Zalvarinés
lankinés segés, gamintos remiantis bendrosiomis $io laiko-
tarpio kultirinémis jtakomis (1 pav.). Taip pat iSsiskiria ne
tik turtingy motery kapai, bet ir jy kapai drauge su vaikais,
dvigubi palaidojimai, Zmoniy palaidojimai ant Sono. Mote-
ry kapuose randama papildomy jkapiy, kurios, matyt, buvo
sudétos | dézutes. Tik Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiros pa-
laidojimuose randama kauliniy $uky. Taigi Ryty Lietuvos
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pilkapiy kapuose randami papuosalai, taip pat laidosenos
elementai rodo buvus gana artimus ry$ius su Cerniachovo
kultdra ir jos aplinka.

Vélyvaisiais tauty kraustymosi laikais (periodai D2/D3-
E 430/440-470/480 - Smolino ir Kosino horizontai; D3 450—
480/490 Karavukovo-Gavos horizontas; periodas E 470-500/
510-520 ir truputj véliau) pasikeité migracijos j Ryty Lietu-
vos pilkapiy kultiira kryptys ir, savaime surantama, kultéri-
niy jtaky kryptys. Siuo laiku reik§mingiausi Ryty Lietuvos
pilkapiy kultiiros rysiai buvo su Dunojaus vidurupio regio-
nu ir teritorija tarp vakany Bugo ir Dniestro. Ir §iuo laiko-
tarpiu Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiira ilaiko tradicinius ry-
§ius su siduviy kultiira. Kaip vienas tokiy rysiy atspindys
yra Prahos tipo segiy paplitimas (5 pav.). Pazymétina, kad
Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiira yra Siauriausias masinis §io
tipo segiy paplitimas Siaurés ryty Europos misky juostos
paminkluose (7 pav.).

Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiros teritorija iSsiplecia ir
rytuose pasiekia Sventaja. Sis Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy rai-
dos etapas gerai atsispindi regiono materialinéje kultiiroje

(3-9 pav.). Vélyvaisiais tauty kraustymosi laikais isiskiria
kunigaikiCiy ir turtingy karo vady kapai, taip pat standar-
tinés ekipuotés gerai ginkluoty kariy palaidojimai (pav. 3,
7-9). Kariy kapuose randama Prahos ir kity tipy segiy
(pav. 3, 7-8). Sie kapai yra ir griautiniai, ir degintiniai. Siame
Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy raidos etape i$nyksta turtingy mote-
ry ar ,,sidabriniy motery* palaidojimai. Kol kas Zinomi tik
keli turtingi degintiniai motery kapai. Degintiniai turtingy
motery kapai (Ziboliskés), kaip ir vyry kapai rodo rysius su
Dunojaus vidurupiu.

Tauty kraustymosi laiky Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy raidos
etapai rodyty didZiule ginkly ir turto koncentracija santy-
kinai nedideléje teritorijoje, kuri prasideda ties Tauragny
eZeru apimdama Zeimenos Ziotis ir atsiremia j Vajuonio ir
Zeimenio eZerus. Tai leidZia manyti, jog $iame mikroregio-
ne susiktiré tam tikra politiné struktiira, galéjusi kontro-
liuoti regiona (8 pav.). Tauty kraustymosi laikais rytinés ir
vakarinés Lietuvos raida nebuvo tiesiogiai susijusi. Tuo me-
tu Sventoji tampa takoskyra tarp rytinés ir vakarinés Lie-
tuvos.

Jteikta 2006 m. geguiés men.
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