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The archival materials of amateur
archaeologists active in Lithuania -
in the State Archaeological Museum

in Warsaw

Maria Krajewska

The Documentations Department of the State Archac-
ological Museum in Warsaw has in its keeping papers
of Michat Eustachy Brensztejn, Maria Butryméwna,
Wandalin Szukiewicz, Julian Talko-Hryncewicz and
Antoni Zaborski.

Of these the largest category are letters received
by Erazm Majewski (1858-1922) in the period 1897—
1910 which are now a part of Majewski's legacy
(Fig. 1; Krajewska, 2008). They document exchange
and cooperation of their authors with Majewski in the
field of archaeology and ethnography.

Erazm Majewski (Fig. 2) was a known Warsaw in-
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dustrialist and one of the leading intellectuals of War-
saw. His interests included entomology, ethnology,
archaeology, economy and sociology (Landau, 1974).
Majewski made a major contribution to the protec-
tion of archaeological heritage; he collected artefacts
in his private Archaeological Museum: his collections
included artifacts received by Majewski from Polish
amateur prehistorians who were active in Lithuania.
Majewski laid down scientific foundations for the de-
velopment of prehistoric archaeology in Poland. In his
day, he was an authority on methods of archaeologi-
cal excavation and of conservation of archaeological
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Fig. 1. Folders of Erazm Majewski’s letters. Photo R. Soful.

I pav. Erazmo Majewskio laisky albumas. R. Soful nuotraka
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Fig. 2. Erazm Majewski (1858-1922).
Collection K. i Z. Zaborski

2 pav. Erazmas Majewskis (1858-1922).
K. ir Z. Zaborskiy kolekcija

objects. Many of the letters contain a request for his

opinion and advice on such matters. Between 1899

and 1905 Majewski was chief editor of Wisla, an il-

lustrated monthly magazine devoted to tourism and

folk culture (Kapetus, 1982). In 1899, he started a new
scientific magazine — Swiatowit — a yearly publica-
tion, which he continued to edit and finance until his
death. Swiatowit is still in circulation and is published
at present by the Institute of Archacology of Warsaw

University. In Majewski’s day it was the only forum

which was devoted entirely to archaeology (Kolendo,

2000). All the researchers named above published

their contributions in Wisfa and in Swiatowit.
The same documentation includes also

* manuscripts of research papers and the written
phonetic version of Lithuanian folk songs, submit-
ted to Majewski by the researchers of Lithuanian
prehistory for publication in Warsaw journals,

+ drawings of archaeological and ethnographic speci-
mens; maps; plans of archaeological sites, some of
them never published; photographic prints of archae-
ological and ethnographic artifacts which were part
of the collection of researchers named earlier, either
made by them or ones they had commissioned.
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Fig. 3. Michal Eustachy Brensztejn (1874-1938).
,.Lietuvos istorijos paminklai*, Vilnius, 1990, fig. [X
3 pav. Michalas Eustachy Brensztejnas (1874—1938),
., Lietuvos istorijos paminklai“, Vilnius, 1990, IX pav.

Michat Eustachy Brensztejn (1874—1938) amateur
archaeologist and ethnographer, collector, archivist
historian (Fig. 3), librarian of the University Library in
Wilnius, keeper of the Museum of the Wilnius Friends
of Sciences Society (Nowodworski, 1938).

The discussed set of papers includes 5 letters from
the year 1900, 1903 and 1904.

The first of these letters, was written in Zakopane,
where Brensztejn stayed ‘to repair his health’, for a
few wecks during the summer and enjoyed a lively
social life. It is probable that he and Majewski met in
person, perhaps thanks to Brensztejn’s good acquain-
tance — Piotr Chmielowski, who was then also living
in Zakopane. From the contents of this first letter it ap-
pears that Majewski and Brensztejn previously had ex-
changed information on archaeological matters which
at that time was at the centre of their interest.

In other letters, written by Brensztejn from his fa-
mily estate at Teliai, he writes on the subject of edit-
ing work on his study of Samogitian crosses (Bren-
sztejn, 1907) and wayside shrines. In one of the let-
ters we find a description of the cemetery at Dunajce,
present Belarus (Fig. 4). Brensztejn asked Majewski
for information on artefacts and archacological sites
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Fig. 4a, 4b. Letter from Michal Eustachy Brensztejn to Erazm Majewski
with description of the cemetery at Dunajce (present Belarus). PMA Archive

4 a, 4 b pav. Michailo Eustachy Brenszteijno laiskas Erazmui Majewskiui
su Dunajco kapinyno (dabartine Gudija) aprasymu. VAM archyvas
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Fig. 4a, 4b. Letter from Michal Eustachy Brensztejn to Erazm Majewski
with description of the cemetery at Dunajce (present Belarus). PMA Archive
4 a, 4 b pav. Michailo Eustachy Brenszteijno laiskas Erazmui Majewskiui
su Dunajco kapinyno (dabartiné Gudija) apraSymu. VAM archyvas
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Fig. 5. Photographic print of archaeological speciments
from cemetery at Patumsalai district TelSiai. PMA Archive

5 pav. Archeologiniy radiniy is Patumsaliy kapinyno (TelSiy r)
nuotrauky atspaudas. VAM archyvas
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Fig. 7a, 7b. Letter from Maria Butryméwna to Erazm Majewski including description
of stones finding in Jutkonys district PanevéZys. PMA Archive

7 a, 7 b pav. Marijos Butryméwnos laiskas Erazmui Majewskiui su akmeniniy radiniy
is Jutkoniy (Panevézio r.) aprasymu. VAM archyvas
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Fig. 8, 9. 10. Photographic prints of stones finding in
Jutkonys district Panevézys, PMA Archive

8, 9, 10 pav. Akmeniniy radiniy is Jutkoniy (Pancveiys)

nuotrawky atspaudar. VAM arclnvvas
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Wandalin Szukiewicz,

Fig. 11. Wandalin Szukiewicz (1852-1919).
“Ziemia”, 1914, nr. 15, p. 225.

11 pav. Wandalinas Szukewiczius (1852-1919).
. Ziemia®, 1914, Nr. 15, p. 225

The Warsaw Museum has in its collection 32 let-
ters from the period 1897 to 1904 and from 1910, writ-
ten by Szukiewicz from Wilnius and from his family
Nacza (present Belarus). Two of these letters (Fig. 12,
13, 14) were written on a valuable letter paper deco-
rated with steel engravings of Wilnius, taken from
the publication “Album Wilenskie” of Jan Kazimierz
Wilczynski (Jaworska, 1972, s. 382).

The exchange with Majewski started on 2 January
1897, when Szukiewicz responded to the appeal ad-
dressed by Majewski to the general public to help col-
lect and protect archaeological artifacts.

In the letters, next to details of his biography, we
find information on archaeological investigation made
by Szukiewicz of sites in the district of Lyda and
Trakai of province of Wilnius, and most of all, detailed
description of cemetery at Pomusie, now Pamusiai
district Varéna (Szukiewicz, 1900). Szukiewicz wrote
also about his collections and the way he obtained his
exhibits. He replied positively to an offer made by Ma-

Jjewski to exchange flint artifacts and scientific pub-
lications. He communicated news about the archaeo-
logical collection of Michat Federowski (1853-1923),
ethnographer, amateur archaeologist and collector,
with whom he was in personal contact. Some space is
taken by information indicating that Majewski provi-
ded consultation to Szukiewicz and reviewed his sci-
entific works, assisted in their publication in scientific
journals, and above all, accepted his contributions to
Swiatowit in the period 1899 to 1904. The lctters also
contain references to the great interest Szukicwicz
had in ethnography: images of ornamental crosses in
province of Wilnius (Szukiewicz, 1903), elements of
Lithuanian folk costume and Lithuanian lore, beliefs
and traditions and place names.

The same set of papers includes drawings made
and signed by Szukiewicz of archaeological and ethno-
graphic artefacts from Moravia, Switzerland, Sweden
and England, and of townhouses of Wilnius, plans of
archaeological sites at Nacza, Pomusie, Ejszyszki, now
district Varéna and maps coloured by hand: Lithua-
nian orography, archaeological map of the region on
the lower Merkys and Ula rivers, and on the Ula and
Nocia rivers, photographic print of archaeological arti-
facts from Pamusiai district Varéna (Fig. 15). There is
also a set of drawings (some of them in colour) made
in ink on pasteboard, unsigned. They represent flint
and stone artifacts which probably belonged to Szu-
kiewicz — presumably, these are patterns for his publi-
cation, unfinished and without description.

Julian Talko-Hryncewicz (1850-1919) medical
doctor and anthropologist (Fig. 16; Stolyhwo, 1907;
Talko-Hryncewicz, 1930).

The collection of the Documentations Department
includes 5 official letters signed by Talko-Hryncewicz
and 5 letters received by him (Fig. 17). We may as-
sume that this documentation is incomplete.

The earliest of these papers dates from 12 May
1899. 1t is a letter containing a request to Majewski for
send specified issues of the journal Wisla. The same
set includes 4 formal letters from the year 1903 and
1904 with thanks to Majewski for research papers he
had sent to Talko-Hryncewicz and for issues of Wisla
and for Swiatowit. They are written on the official pa-
per of the Branch of the Imperial Geographic Society
in Troickosavsk in Siberia, which had been established
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13. Letters from Wandalin Szukiewicz to Erazm Majewski. PMA Archive

12, 13 pav. Wandalino Szukewicziaus laiskai Erazmui Majewskiui. VAM archyvas
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Fig. 14. Envelope with saling wax of Wandalin Szukiewicz. PMA Archive

14 pav. Vokas su Wandalino Szukewicziaus vaskiniu antspaudu. VAM archyvas

t the initiative of Talko-Hryncewicz and of which he
ras chairman between 1894 and 1908. Talko-Hrynce-
ricz also created a library in the same town, to which
¢ donated the publications named above.

The correspondence from Troickosavsk starts with
letter dated 6 July 1899 congratulating Majewski on
1e publication of volume I of Swiafowir with a request
) have it sent to him. Talko-Hryncewicz wrote 4 more
tters from Siberia, in 1899, 1902, 1907. In them he
zclared himself ready to exchange archaeological ar-
facts with Majewski: he asked Majewski for artifacts
'om the ‘stone age’, and promised in exchange simi-
rr finds from the region of Lake Baikal. In this way,
2 was trying to obtain exhibits for the museum which
2 created and was directing at Troickosavsk.

The letters contain minor biographical details on
i¢ time when Talko-Hryncewicz was living in Sibe-
a and on his research activity there. They document
s attempts to start a steady cooperation with Ma-
wski, contributing information and materials to the
viatowit, consistent with the profile of this journal.
s encouragement, he suggested a number of sub-

52

jects, eg, reports from archaeological congresses and
conferences. We also find references to articles which
Talko-Hryncewicz contributed to Wisla and Swiatowit,
but unfortunately, their titles or subject matter are not
specified.

In the same set of papers there is 1 letter from Kra-
kow, written in 1911, informing that Talko-Hrynce-
wicz entered the chair of anthropology at the Jagel-
lonian University in Krakow and organised a Depart-
ment of Anthropology and a Museum of Anthropology
there. Counting on Majewski’s generosity he asked for
books for the library of his Department. In exchange,
he offered his own publications.

Antoni Zaborski (1850-1906) amateur archaeolo-
gist, collector (Fig. 18; Kulikauskas, Zabiela, 1999,
p. 179-180).

The collection of the Documentations Department
includes 15 letters from the period 1901 to 1904 and
1906 written to Majewski from Zaborski’s family es-
tate of Poszuszwie, now Pasusvys district Kédaimai. It
is not clear whether the two men were acquainted per-
sonally. A meeting which Zaborski planned during his
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15. Photographic print of archaeological artifacts from Pamusiai district Varéna. PMA Archiv

15 pav. Pamusiy (Varénos r.) archeologiniy radiniy fotografijy atspaudai. VAM archyvas
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Fig. 18. Antoni Zaborski (1850—
1906). ..Lietuvos istorijos paminklai*,
Vilnius, 1990, fig. VIl

18 pav. Antonis Zaborskis (1850-
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Fig. 19, 20, 21. Letters from Antoni Zaborski to Erazm Majewski including
drawings of archaeological artifacts in his collection. PMA Archive

19, 20, 21 pav. Antonio Zaborskio laiskai Erazmui Majewskiui
su archeologiniy radiniy is savo kolekcijos pieSiniais. VAM archyvas
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Fig. 22, 23. Photographic prints of archaeological speciments
from Paguvys district Kédainiai. PMA Archive

22, 23 pav. Radiniy i§ Pasusvio kapinyno (Kédainiy r.)
piesiniy nuotrauky atspaudai. VAM archyvas
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LIETUVOJE DIRBUSIY ARCHEOLOGY MEGEJY ARCHYVINE MEDZIAGA
VARSUVOS VALSTYBINIAME ARCHEOLOGIJOS MUZIEJUJE

Maria Krajewska
Santrauka

Varduvos valstybinio archeologijos muziejaus dokumen-
tacijos skyriuje saugoma Michalo Eustachy Brensztejno,
Marijos Butryméwnos, Wandalino Szukiewicziaus, Juliano
Talko-Hrynciewicziaus ir Antonio Zaborskio archyviné me-
dziaga.

Didziausia dokumentacijos dalj sudaro laiskai, kuriuos
gavo Erazmas Majewskis (1858-1922). Jis buvo Zymus
VarSuvos pramonininkas, domeéjosi entomologija, etnolo-
gija, archeologija, ekonomika ir sociologija, turéjo privaty
archeologijos muziejy. 1899-1905 m. E. Majewskis buvo
zurnalo Wisla vyriausiasis redaktorius, o 1899 m. pradéjo
leisti zurnala Swiatowit. Jo archyviniame palikime, saugo-
mame Var3uvos valstybiniame archeologijos muziejuje, yra
ivairiy autoriy straipsniy rankrai¢iy, archeologiniy radiniy
piesiniy, tyrinéty viety plany.

Michatas Eustachy Brensztejnas (1874-1938) buvo
savamokslis archeologas ir etnografas, kolekcininkas, Vil-
niaus universiteto bibliotekos tvarkytojas, Vilniaus mokslo
draugijos muziejaus tvarkytojas. Su Lietuvos archeologine
medZiaga susij¢ 5 M. E. Brensztejno laiskai, saugomi Var-
Suvos valstybinio archeologijos muziejaus dokumentacijos
skyriuje. Siame skyriuje taip pat saugomas M. E. Brensz-

tejno darbo apie Kauno gubernijos archeologinj inventoriy
rankrastis. Darbo jvade pateiktas Kauno gubemnijos aprasy-
mas: geografija, geologija ir hidrologija. Taip pat parengtas
archeologiniy viety sarasas, kuriame jos suklasifikuotos {
akmens, bronzos ir geleZies amzZiaus. Siame darbe Brensz-
tejnas pristaté ir aprasé daugiau nei 900 archeologiniy vie-
ty, esan&iy Telsiy, Raseiniy, Siauliy, Panevézio, Kauno,
Ukmergés ir Zarasy apskrityse. Sio inventoriaus 3altiniai
— publikacijos ir informacija i§ vieSy bei privagiy kolekci-
ju. M. E. Brensztejno dokumenty rinkinyje yra ir radiniy i§
~Patumsaliy kapy* fotografijy.

Maria Butrymowna (?-?) - Jutkoniy dvaro savininko
dukté. Archeologé mégéja ir etnografé. VarSuvos valstybinio
archeologijos muziejaus dokumentacijos skyriuje saugoma
jos vizitiné kortelé ir 8 laidkai E. Majewskiui, kuriuose pa-
teikiama informacija apie jos kasinéjimus NevéZininkuose
ir radinius i§ Jutkoniy. Tame paciame dokumenty rinkinyje
yra M. Butrymownos kasinéjimy Pakalniskiy pilkapyne ap-
ra§ymas, kuris grei¢iausiai buvo skirtas E. Majewskiui.

Wandalino Szukiewicziaus (1852-1919) archyvinj pa-
likima, VarSuvos valstybinio archeologijos muziejaus doku-
mentacijos skyriuje sudaro 32 laiskai, kuriuose yra informa-

161



Maria Krajewska

cijos apie jo kasingjimus Vilniaus gubernijos Lydos ir Traky
apskrityse. Smulkiausiai aprasyti Pamusiy pilkapiy tyrimai.
Laigkuose raSoma apie jo bei Michato Federowskio (1853—
1923) archeologiniy radiniy kolekcijas. Dokumenty rinki-
nyje yra daug informacijos ir apie kity 3aliy archeologing
medzZiaga, Nocios, Pamusio, Eiiskiy, Kaséty archeologiniy
viety planai, Merkio zemupio, Ulos, Notios upiy regiony
archeologiniai Zemélapiai.

Juliano Talko-Hryncewicziaus (1850-1919) — medici-
nos daktaro — archyviniame palikime, saugomame VarSuvos
valstybinio archeologijos muziejaus dokumenty skyriuje, yra
penki jo ir penki jam rasyti laiskai, tatiau tiesioginés informa-
cijos apie Lietuvos archeologinius objektus juose néra.
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Antonio Zaborskio (1850-1906) palikimas VarSuvos
valstybiniame archeologijos muziejuje — tai korespondenci-
ja, pagal kurig galima spresti, kad jis kolekcionavo archeolo-
ginius radinius ir kitokius daiktus i§ Lietuvos bei Zemaitijos.
A. Zaborskis ketino inicijuoti Nacionalinio muziejaus
steigima Vilniuje, kuriam planavo perduoti savo kolekcija.
Su E. Majewskiu jis konsultavosi dé] archeologiniy radiniy
ir jy konservavimo, nusiunté savo tyrinéto Pagusvio kapiny-
no radiniy piesinius, apraSymus ir fotografijas.

Aptartieji dokumentai yra vertingas Saltinis archeologi-
jos istorijai paZinti. Ypac vertingi yra neskelbti dokumentai,
leidZiantys suvokti XIX a. pabaigos — XX a. pradZios arche-
ologijos mokslo raida.

Parengé Linas Tamulynas
lteikta 2009 m. kovo men.



