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Mykola Makarenko and Mariupol

Neolithic Burial Ground
The tragic fates of the archaecologist and the site
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Abstract. Mariupol Neolithic burial site, unique by its exclusive rich and diversiform inventory, was excavated by
Ukrainian archacologist and art critic Mykola Makarenko in 1930. The author of the excavations was executed by Soviet
punitive authorities. The top-level and highly informative publication of the materials on the cemetery, made in 1933, was
confiscated. Part of the burial inventory was taken to Russia. Anthropological materials were destroyed during World War I1.

The tragedy of Mariupol Cemetery continued in 2022. This was the year which became the tragedy in the history of
Ukraine and inherently influenced the history of Europe. The Ukrainian people, the Ukrainian nature, and the Ukrainian
culture suffered irretrievable losses. So did Ukrainian archaeology.

Hundreds of archaeological sites in the war zone, in the zone of occupation and in the annexed territories were completely
destroyed or irreparably damaged. Among them, there were the scant surviving artifacts from Mariupol Cemetery.

This article is devoted to the history of excavations of Mariupol Burial Complex and the tragic fate of the collection of
artifacts.
Keywords: Neolithic, Mariupol Cemetery, burials, Mariupol-type burial grounds, cultural heritage.

Mykola Makarenko ir Mariupolio neolitinis kapinynas.
TragiSkas ukrainiecio archeologo ir vietovés likimas

Anotacija. ISskirtiniu turtingu ir jvairialypiu inventoriumi unikaly Mariupolio neolito laiky kapinyna 1930 m. kasinéjo
ukrainie¢iy archeologas ir menotyrininkas Mykola Makarenko. 1933 m. buvo parengtas iS iSleistas informatyvus kapinyno
tyrimams skirtas leidinys, taciau visas tirazas greitai buvo konfiskuotas. Dalis kapinyno inventoriaus iSvezta j Rusija. An-
tropologiné medziaga sunaikinta Antrojo pasaulinio karo metais. 1938 m. kasinéjimy autoriui soviety baudziamoji valdzia
paskyré mirties bausme.

Mariupolio kapinyno tragedija tegsési ir 2022 m., kurie tapo tragedija Ukrainos istorijoje ir paveiké visos Europos istorija.
Ukrainos zmonés, gamta, kultiira patyré nepataisomy nuostoliy. Taip pat ir Ukrainos archeologija. Karo zonoje, okupacingje
zonoje ir aneksuotose teritorijose buvo sunaikinta arba stipriai suzalota Simtai archeologiniy vietoviy.

Straipsnis skirtas Mariupolio laidojimo komplekso kasinéjimy istorijai ir tragiSkam artefakty kolekcijos likimui.
Reik$miniai ZodZiai: neolitas, Mariupolio kapinynas, palaidojimai, Mariupolio tipo kapinynai, kultiiros paveldas.

Introduction

Mariupol Neolithic Cemetery was one of the most prominent burial complexes in Ukraine and Eastern Europe.
Unique in its wealth and variety of inventory, the site was thoroughly researched; the materials were processed
and published by Mykola Makarenko (Makapenko, 1933) (Fig. 1). The Mariupol Cemetery artifacts were so
significant for Ukrainian archeology that the name of the site has lately been used to designate a type of a burial
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complex which was widespread in the late Mesolithic and Ne-
olithic periods in the areas from the interfluve of the Prut and
the Dniester rivers to the Don River.

There are about 30 Mesolithic and Neolithic cemeteries of
the so-called Mariupol type, with most of them being located
along the Lower Dnipro (Dnieper) Rapids. Mariupol-type bur-
ials can be assigned to two periods: the early Mariupol type:
7000-5500 BC, and the late Mariupol type: 5500-4000 BC
(Telegin et al., 1987). According to anthropological research,
the populations of the Middle Dnipro region mostly belonged
to the Proto-European Europeoid race, also known in the cran-
iological series of the Mesolithic burial grounds of Vedbaek in
Denmark and Skateholm in Sweden (ITorexuna, 2006). This
group is considered to have originated in the Baltic area with
further migration to the Ukrainian territories.

Numerous deceased from the Mariupol-type cemeteries
were accompanied with rich burial inventories. Burials of the

later phase of the Mariupol-type cemeteries are characterized
by outstanding abundance and variety of the grave findings.

Fig. 1. Mykola Makarenko (https://www.facebook.
com/khanenkomuseum/posts/10159661228764162/). ~ The most impressive personal ornaments are perforated boar

1 pav. Ukrainieciy archeologas Mykola Makaren-  tusks. The plurality of these decorations in Mariupol Cemetery

ko (https://www.facebook.com/khanenkomuseum/  determines the uniqueness of this funeral complex.
posts/10159661228764162/)

History of research

The funeral rite of Mariupol Neolithic Cemetery has been profoundly studied in Ukraine and Europe. The burial
complex was discovered and excavated by Mykola Makarenko in 1930 on the Azov Sea shore, near Mariupol,
Donetsk Region. The great number of artifacts from Mariupol Cemetery were thoroughly studied and described
in his immediately written monograph (Makapenko, 1933).

The burial rite and the stratigraphy of the burial ground were systematically analyzed by Abram Stolyar, who
identified the site as a unified cultural-historical complex (Cromsip, 1955). The cultural organization, chronol-
ogy, and periodization of Mariupol-type burial grounds were studied by Nadiia Kotova, who also reconstructed
ancient burial clothes by means of burial goods (Kotova, 1994; 2010). The anthropological composition of
Mariupol burial grounds was researched by Dmytro Telegin, Inna Potekhina and Malcolm Lillie (Telegin et al.,
2002; Potekhina, 1999). The author of the present paper has been investigating the personal ornamentation of
Mariupol-type cemeteries (Muxaiinosa, 2019; 2020; Mykhailova, 2020).

Backstory

Mariupol Cemetery was discovered in the 1930s in the suburbs of Mariupol, a Ukrainian city on the shores of the
Sea of Azov, with a long and glorious history. The location of Mariupol (Fig. 2) in the delta of the small Kalmius
River was extremely convenient for settlements throughout the times, starting with the Neolithic Period. The
first fortified settlement on the site of modern Mariupol appeared at the mouth of the Kalmius River in the 17t
century. Zaporozhian Cossacks built a fortified outpost at the mouth of the Kalmius River, on the site of the
Venetian-Genoese settlement of Adomakh (Domakha). From 1594 to 1768, Domakha Fortress was the center of
Kalmius Palanka (military settlement). Its aim was to protect the winter farms, fishing places, and communica-
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Fig. 2. Plan of the placement of Mariupol Cemetery. A — Mariupol Cemetery (Makapenko, 1933).
2 pav. Mariupolio neolitinio kapinyno geografiné padétis. Raide A pazyméta tyrimy vieta (pagal Maxapenxo, 1933)

tion routes of the Zaporozhian Cossacks from the attacks of the Crimean Tatars. City construction on the place
of Domakha Fortress started in 1778. The settlement was officially renamed ‘Mariupol’ in 1780 (Cunsik, 2020).

An ambitious project to construct a huge steel complex, which later became known as Azovstal, started in
Mariupol in 1930.

The construction of a blast furnace on the peninsula between the Sea of Azov and the Kalmius River revealed
unique objects. Factory employee Kravets, who was an amateur archaeologist, noticed a red spot with human
bones and unusual equipment under it. He informed the local history museum staff about his discovery. Thus
famous archaeologist Mykola Makarenko was invited to examine the finding.

21



ISSN 1392-6748 eISSN 2538-8738 Archaeologia Lituana 24, 2023

Author of the excavations

Mykola Makarenko (1877-1938) was an outstanding Ukrainian archeologist and art critic. His life was a series
of discoveries, scrupulous work and tragedies. He was born in Ukrainian Moskalivka Village in 1877. After
graduating from the gymnasium, the young man moved to St. Petersburg to study at the Central School of Tech-
nical Drawing in 1900-1902 (Pyastuenko, 2023). He continued his education in 1902—-1905 at the Imperial St.
Petersburg Archaeological Institute. While still being a student, Mykola Makarenko started to work at the Impe-
rial Hermitage, where he was promoted to assistant of the chief custodian of funds 16 years later. In 1910, he was
elected a valid member of the Russian Archaeological Society (Kyxapuyk, 2018).

When Ukrainian People’s Republic was proclaimed, along with other outstanding scientists, Makarenko re-
turned to Ukraine. From 1920 to 1925, he served as Director of the Museum of Arts of the Ukrainian Academy of
Sciences. He assumed the position of professor at the Ukrainian State Academy of Arts and private associate pro-
fessor at the Department of Archeology of Kyiv University, headed the arts section of the All-Ukrainian Academy
of Sciences, and became an active member of the Archaeological Commission of Ukraine (Kyxapuyxk, 2018).

In 1924, Makarenko was arrested for the first time. The trial of the director of the museum marked the begin-
ning of a bitter struggle between the Soviet authorities and Ukrainian museums (Pynsaenko, 2023).

The second trial against M. Makarenko began in the more merciless 1930s. The General Plan of the Devel-
opment of Kyiv played a fatal role in the life of the outstanding scientist. According to this monstrous plan, the
medieval St. Michael’s (Fig. 3) and St. Sophia Monasteries of Kyiv had to be blasted. A pompous and intimi-
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Fig. 3. St. Michael Monastery. Destroyed in 1937 (https://bigkyiv.com.ua/myhajlivskyj-zolotoverhyj-sobor-vidznachaye-
richnyczyu-vidnovlennya-z-ruyin/).

3 pav. Sv. Mykolo vienuolynas, nugriautas 1937 m. (https://bigkyiv.com.ua/myhajlivskyj-zolotoverhyj-sobor-vidznachaye-
richnyczyu-vidnovlennya-z-ruyin/)
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Fig. 4. Valerian Rykov. General plan of the Government Central Building in Kyiv. 1935 (https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0
%A3%D1%80%D1%8F%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B9 %D1%86%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1
%80 _%D1%83_%D0%9A%D0%B8%D1%94%D0%B2%D1%96 %281930-%D1%82%D1%96%29).

4 pav. Architekto Valeriano Rykovo 1935 m. parengtas centrinés valdzios pastaty Kyjive generalinis planas (https://uk.wikipedia.
org/wiki/%D0%A3%D 1 %80%D 1 %8F %D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D1%86%D0%BS5%D0%BD%D1
282%D1%80 _%D1%83_%D0%9A4%D0%B8%D1%94%D0%B2%D1%96 %6281930-%D1%82%D1%96%29)

dating Government Center had to be built on their
site in the mid-1930s (Fig. 4) (Pyastuenko, 2023).
Mykola Makarenko courageously began the strug-
gle for the protection of the spiritual heritage of
Kyiv. He wrote desperate letters to Stalin, and even
addressed the French Communists. The response
was predictable. The famous archaeologist was ar-
rested in 1934 and exiled to Kazan (Russia) (Fig. 5).
The outstanding Ukrainian scientist Mykola Maka-
renko was executed by Stalin’s repressive machine
in Siberia in 1938 (Pymsuenxo, 2023). However,
his courageous sacrifice did not perish in vain as
the sanctuary of the Ukrainian people, St. Sophia
Cathedral, has been preserved for history.

Excavations

Unique in terms of excavations, the exploration of
Mariupol Cemetery lasted from August to October
1930 (it was tightly framed as the blast furnace had
to be finished by the anniversary of the October
Revolution). Archaeologists and laborers worked
12 hours a day without days off.

Fig. 5. Mykola Makarenko in exile (http://kngu.org/uk/node/236).

5 pav. Ukrainieciy archeologas Mykola Makarenko tremtyje
Kazanéje (http://kngu.org/uk/node/236)
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M. Makarenko wrote: “The moment of the research was not a favorable one. Our works impede the building
of the Azovstal. The burial place was excepted from the general building plan. Round it, soil was being thrown.
It was necessary to remove the 12 m high mount to obtain a level ground surface. Every day, we were requested
to hasten our excavation works. Meanwhile, after one row of tombs which we considered as being the only one
in the burial place, we came across a second and then a third one, just when we thought we had already reached
the end of the burial place. Crowds of workers surrounded the place of our work. They arrived here by hundreds
from different factories and were interested in what they saw of our excavations. We were finally obliged to build
a fence of barbed wire to prevent them from hindering us in our work and to fix special hours for the inspection
of the excavated material under the guidance of our expedition members” (1933: 136).

Materials of the outstandingly rich cemetery were quickly processed and published in 1933 in an exception-
ally fundamental monograph Mapioninscoruii moeunvruux (Makapenko, 1933). However, after the author’s fall
from grace, the circulation was confiscated and was subject to destruction. It was due to the courage and wisdom
of some Ukrainian archaeologists that the books were saved for science (Nimenko, 2008).

Mariupol Cemetery

The cemetery border was represented by a stripe of red clay (ochre) more than 2 m broad and 28 m long (Fig. 6).
There were 124 graves in total. According to Stoliar, the remains were located in three relatively independent
clusters (Fig. 7). They were situated at four different stratigraphic levels (Ctomsap, 1955: 15, Fig. 1; 1955: 17).
The skeletons lying on the back, with outstretched legs, heads turned to the east or to the west, were abundantly
covered with red ochre. The skeletons lay parallel to each other within the strip. The taphonomy of the cemetery
was complicated: the bones were extremely poorly preserved, and the burials had been partially destroyed in
ancient times during the operation of the cemetery.

An important feature of the burial ground was the strict orientation of the burials — to the west or to the east.
Makarenko suggested that male burials were oriented to the east, whereas female burials were directed to the
west. He made this assumption because ‘male’ burials had special flint assemblages — blades, bone spears with
flint inserts and so on. Meanwhile, ‘female’ burials were often accompanied with children burials. Some ‘female’

Fig. 6. Excavations of Mariupol
Cemetery. 1930. The photo was pro-
vided by Mariupol Local History
Museum.

6 pav. Mariupolio neolitinio kapi-
nyno tyrimy akimirka 1930 m. (nuo-
traukq pateiké Mariupolio krastoty-
ros muziejus)
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Fig. 8. Installation of burial fragments
in Mariupol Museum. 1930. The
photo was provided by Mariupol
Local History Museum.

8 pav. Mariupolio neolitinio kapinyno
vieno is kapy perkélimas medinéje dé-
zéje j Mariupolio muziejy (nuotraukq
pateiké Mariupolio krastotyros mu-
ziejus)

graves were without the inventory (1933: 16). We can add that the majority of male burials were richly deco-
rated. In terms of the orientation, 66 burials were female and 41 male. A major part of female burials was without
any inventory or only had minimal inventory, mostly, tools.

There were 14 rich and very rich burials with great abundance of adornments. Seven burials had the assem-
blage of flint tools — blades, scrapers, and so on.

There were 11 exceptionally rich male burials with abundant adornments. Only a few of the male burials
were without any inventory.

Nine infant burials were found, with two of them being without grave goods. Some children burials were
richer than those of adults. They included special features, such as a bone figurine of a bull, a porphyry axe and
a pendant, a rock crystal and so on. Probably, these artifacts can evidence a special sacral status or the potential
role of these children in the society.

According to Makarenko, the human remains were in a very bad condition, and some even crumbled to dust in
the hands of archaeologists. Sometimes, the former presence of human remains could only be guessed by decora-
tions. Unfortunately, the circumstances of the expedition did not allow for careful preservation of the skeletons
(Maxkapenko, 1933: 13). It was due to the efforts of Makarenko that archaeologists managed to carve out two skel-
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Fig. 9. Infant Burial 54. Mariupol Cemetery (Maxkapenxko, 1933).
9 pav. Mariupolio kapinyno vaiko kapas 54 (pagal Maxapenxo, 1933)

Fig. 10. Porphyry decoration from
Burial 109. Mariupol Cemetery (Ma-
KapeHko, 1933).

10 pav. Mariupolio kapinyno kape 109
rastas porfyrinis papuosimas (pagal
Maxapenxo, 1933)

etons with rich decoration together with monoliths weighing in between 1.5 and 2 metric tons. The two monoliths
were placed in a specially made wooden box and transported to Mariupol Museum. With great difficulty, they were
lifted in through the windows and installed on the second floor of the Museum (Fig. 8) (Kyxapuyx, 2018).

Personal ornaments

A lot of the deceased were accompanied with rich grave goods: adornments made from bone, stone, pearl, carp
teeth, deer canines, and boar tusks. Men as well as women had unusual abundance of burial inventory. The rich
and varied ornamentation that adorned all parts of the body could provide information about the sex, age and
status of the remains.
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Fig. 12. Female Cemetery 6. Mariupol
Cemetery (Maxkapenko, 1933).

12 pav. Moters kapas 6 is Mariupolio
kapinyno (pagal Makapenko, 1933)
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Fig. 11. Animal figurine from Burial
101. Mariupol Cemetery. The photo
was provided by Mariupol Local
History Museum.

11 pav. Zoomorfiné figuréle is Mariu-
polio kapinyno kapo 101 (nuotraukg
pateiké Mariupolio krastotyros mu-
ziejus)

“All children graves were distinguished extraordinary ornaments
(Fig. 9). Grave L was essentially filled up with ornaments. A beautifully
worked porphyry pendant was found on skeleton CIX (Fig. 10), a grain of
rock crystal was laid on the head of skeleton CIV. A figure of an animal
made of boar tusk was discovered on skeleton CI” (Fig. 11) (Makapenko,
1933: 137).

The most impressive, exclusive and abundant personal ornaments found
in Mariupol Cemetery are the perforated boar tusks; they are mostly char-
acteristic to female and children burials, whereas they are less represented
in male burials. Mainly, they were used to decorate the head, the neck, and
the chest of the deceased (Fig. 12). The tradition to decorate clothing with
wild boar tusks existed during the Neolithic Period in various cultures and
regions of Europe. Yet, such totality and the large-scale of use as manifested
in the Mariupol burial complex is outright unique.

Probably, these artifacts marked the representation of a certain group.

The most fascinating and frequently found in the complex feature of
the Mariupol-type grave offering is the plates made of boar tusks of vari-
ous shapes. With the edges sometimes bearing enigmatic incisions, they
were skillfully made (Fig. 13). While s such multi-ornamented plates are
almost unknown in other areas of Europe, Mariupol Cemetery remains to
be perceived as a unique funeral complex due the great amount of such
ornaments.

Makarenko (1933: 142) described these artefacts: “The plates were
made of boar tusks — quadrangular and elongated ones are the ornament
most frequently found in the burial-place. These plates may be divided
in three types: short, broad, and narrow. They are carefully made. Their
edges sometimes bear enigmatic incisions, sometimes single, sometimes
in groups. Found on skeletons, from skull to feet, these plates were in-
cluded into different parts of the garments.”

There were rows of plates on the waist, knees or shins of the deceased
in some burials of Mariupol-type cemeteries. Probably, some parts of the
plates were used as belt decorations. The belts might have been fastened
over the cloth into which the deceased were wrapped (Fig. 13).
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Fig. 13. Burial 56. Mariupol Cemetery
(Makapenko, 1933).

13 pav. Mariupolio kapinyno kapas 56
(pagal Makapenxo, 1933)

The perforated deer canines in Mariupol Cemetery were present mostly in female graves, yet rarely in male
ones. They marked important parts of the skeletons — such as head, neck, pelvis, and feet.

Also, there were numerous beads and pendants of different materials: shells, bone, marble, jet, etc. (Fig. 14).
Some beads were of unique forms “There were aesthetically perfect ring shaped or semilunar shell beads; cy-
lindrical and ring-shaped shell and semilunar pearl beads; round or pear shaped bone beads with various holes;
cylindrical jet, slate or geshir gagat (jet) beads among them” (Makapenko, 1933: 142).

There were stone and bone pendants, a magnificent porphyry pendant and two stone maces. Two zoomorphic
figurines, carved from the boar tusk, were found (Fig. 11). Presumably, zoomorphic figurines are ‘insignia’ of
those particular animals symbolizing virtual connection of the buried persons with their totems.

Personal ornaments, semantically identifying important body parts, indicated the clan or the origin, the age
or the biological stage of life. Logical reasoning suggests that rich grave goods depended on the age and experi-
ence of the dead person. The analysis of grave goods in general reveals social rites connected with the social and
marital status, as well as gender and age-related ceremonies.
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Fig. 14. Bone beads and plates
made of boar tusks from Burial
74. Mariupol Cemetery. Photo
xerocopy after Makapenxo, 1933.

14 pav. Kauliniai karoliukai ir
plokstelés is Serno ilciy, rasti Ma-
riupolio kapinyno kape 74 (b/j nuo-
traukos kserokopija, Maxkapenxo,
1933).

Death of the site

The fate of Mariupol Cemetery, similarly to fate of Mykola Makarenko, was tragic. The anthropological materi-
als of Mariupol Cemetery were mostly destroyed during World War II. Part of the burial inventory was kept in
Mariupol Museum. The tablets with decorations made of boar tusks, plates, animal teeth and mother-of-pearl
necklaces were shown in the exhibition. The monoliths with burials were exhibited separately.

In April 2022, during the fierce battles for Mariupol, the local history museum was fired upon by russian
occupying forces. The wooden floors of the building, erected during the First World War, burned down (Mactok,
2022). The fire also destroyed the exhibits, including plates with decorations from the Mariupol burial ground
and the two monoliths with skeletons. According to the russian opposition publication Sobesednik, “[...] out of
70 thousand exhibits of the main fund, only 10 thousand remained” (Ho3npsikos, 2023) (Fig. 15).
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Fig. 15. Ruins of Mariupol Local History Museum. April 2022 (https://novosti.dn.ua/news/330863-opublikovani-foto-
zrujnovanogo-armiyeyu-rf-mariupolskogo-krayeznavchogo-muzeyu).

15 pav. Mariupolio krastotyros muziejaus griuvésiai, 2022 m. balandis (https://novosti.dn.ua/news/330863-opublikovani-
foto-zrujnovanogo-armiyeyu-rf-mariupolskogo-krayeznavchogo-muzeyu)

OPbEBA
KOYEBHMKOB
3A IIPUA30BLE

Fig. 16. Part of the exhibition Russian Azov in Moscow, 2023. Animal figurine from the burnt exposition of Mariupol Local
History Museum and reconstruction of the costume of the Mariupol Warrior by Ukrainian artist Zinaida Vasina (https://
historyrussia.org/sobytiya/vystavki/v-istoricheskom-parke-rossiya-moya-istoriya-otkrylas-vystavka-russkij-azov.html).

16 pav. Parodos ,, Rusijos Azovas “ dalis Maskvoje, 2023 m. Gyvino figiirélé is sudegintos Mariupolio krastotyros muziejaus
ekspozicijos ir ukrainieciy menininkés Zinaidos Vasinos ,, Mariupolio kario “ kostiumo rekonstrukcija (https://historyrussia.
org/sobytiya/vystavki/v-istoricheskom-parke-rossiya-moya-istoriya-otkrylas-vystavka-russkij-azov. html)
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The unique collection to be studied by lots of researches in future from all over the world perished at the
hands of the russian occupiers. In September 2022, a predatory group under the cover of the so-called Russian
Historical Society visited the destroyed Mariupol. Nikolai Makarov, the main marauder of russian archeology
and the director of the Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, cynically stated: “We also
need to save the badly wounded Mariupol Museum” (denerarmus...).

The above-mentioned Russian Historical Society was organized as a tool of Sergey Naryshkin, Director of
the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation. He formulated the metaphoric aim of his ‘activity’ on
May 13, 2023: “I hope that this experience will be popular in the frame of works of a new order by the head of
state... Its evidence is the participation of this museum in the preparation of the wonderful multimedia exhibition
Russian Azov, recently opened with the support of the Russian Historical Society in the pavilion Russia — My
History in Moscow” (Fig. 16) (Hapsimkun: 2023).

Conclusions

Mariupol Neolithic Cemetery became a new page in the archeology of Europe. It contained a huge array of
information about the spiritual world, the social structure, gender relations, and the burial rites of the Neolithic
population of Eastern Europe. The unusual richness of the burial equipment, the number of status burials, in-
cluding lots of children’s burials, a large number of original decorations unknown at other sites could have been
studied by many generations of scientists.

The tragedy of the Mariupol burial ground is part of the tragedy of the Ukrainian archaeological science: one
of the most remarkable monuments of the primitive archeology of Ukraine, perfectly excavated and perfectly
published, was destroyed twice by the occupiers — nazi and rashist.

Ukrainian archaeologists are not alone. Colleagues from many countries are supporting them. The special ple-
nary on the russian invasion of Ukraine was held during the World Archaeological Congress-9 in 2022 in Prague.
Jan Turek, WAC-9 Academic Secretary, said: “There is damage to Ukrainian national heritage, in a deliberate
attempt to assert Russian national cultural dominance over common historical roots and thereby falsely rewrite
the history and ethnic history of the entire region. Such a policy is totally unacceptable in the 215 century, and
Putin and his administration must be tried for their humanitarian war crimes by an international tribunal” (WAC-
92022).
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Mykola Makarenko ir Mariupolio neolitinis kapinynas.
TragiSkas ukrainiecio archeologo ir vietovés likimas

Nataliia Mykhailova

Santrauka

Mariupolio neolitinis kapinynas yra unikalus savo inventoriaus turtingumu, kuriam néra lygiy Ukrainoje. Kapinyng tyrinéjo
i8kilus Ukrainos archeologas ir menotyrininkas Mykola Makarenko, kuris dél savo politinés, mokslinés ir visuomeninés po-
zicijos 1934—1938 m. buvo istremtas | Kazane¢. 1938 m. jis suimamas, o metais véliau Tomske jam jvykdyta mirties bausmeé.

I8skirtiniai kasingjimai vyko 1930 m. rugpjucio—spalio ménesiais. Buvo atidengti 124 kapai, kurie i$sidést¢ daugiau
nei 2 m plocio ir 28 m ilgio raudono molio (ochros) juostoje. Palaikai buvo is$sidéste trijuose palyginti nepriklausomuose
klasteriuose ir keturiuose skirtinguose stratigrafiniuose lygmenyse. Skeletai paguldyti ant nugaros, iStiestomis kojomis,
galva pasukti j rytus arba vakarus, gausiai apipilti raudona ochra. Skeletai prastai islike, tirtoje juostoje guléjo lygiagreciai
vienas kitam. Dalis jy stipriai apardyti praeityje. Paminétina, kad kai kurie i§ mirusiyjy buvo palaidoti su i$skirtinai turtingu
inventoriumi — perforuotomis Serny iltimis, jvairiai ornamentuotomis Serno il¢iy plokstelémis, kauliniais karoliukais, jvairiy
formy kriauklémis, akmeniniais ir kauliniais kabuciais, jmantriu porfyriniu kabuéiu ir dviem akmeninémis buozémis.

Tyrinéto Mariupolio nekropolio reik§mé Ukrainos archeologijoje buvo tokia didelé, kad jo pavadinimas buvo naudojamas
apibudinti laidojimo kompleksy tipg, kuris buvo placiai paplites vélyvajame mezolite ir neolite srityse nuo Dniestro iki Dono.

2022-yjy balandj, per jnirtingus musius dél Mariupolio, Mariupolio kraStotyros muziejus buvo intensyviai apsaudytas
okupaciniy pajégy artilerijos. Unikali kolekcija, kuri galéjo biti tyrimo objektas daugeliui mokslininky i$ viso pasaulio,
zuvo nuo rusy okupanty.
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