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InTRoducTIon

During the latest part of the early Neolithic period 
around 3500–3300 BC, megalithic tombs in the form 
of dolmens and passage graves are built in many dif-
ferent parts of Scandinavia. In Denmark thousands of 
dolmens and hundreds of passage graves are known, 
and in northern Germany huge number of tombs 
are documented as well (Midgley, 1992:418ff). On 
a Swedish level, dense concentrations of tombs are 
found along the coasts in Scania and western Sweden, 
as well as in the area Falbygden in central Västergöt-
land (Srömberg, 1971; Persson & Sjögren, 2001; 
Sjögren, 2004) (see Fig. 1). Outside these core areas, 
dolmens and passage graves occur sporadically (e.g. 
Janzon, 2009; Wallin, 2010) and in large parts of the 
distribution area of the TRB culture, megalithic tombs 
have not been built. On the island of Öland, one dol-
men and three passage graves are located in the par-
ish of Resmo (Arne, 1909; Papmehl-Dufay, 2006; see 
below). Only one of these has been excavated, namely 
the southernmost passage grave at Mysinge, which is 
the focus of the present paper.

Neolithic passage graves are often regarded as the 
earliest form of collective burial in Sweden (e.g. Ahl-
ström, 2009). The numerous excavated graves typical-
ly contain the disarticulated skeletal remains of tens 
or even more than a hundred individuals (Strömberg, 
1971; Persson & Sjögren, 2001). In the Falbygden 
area, where some 250 passage tombs are concentrated 
to a restricted area of cambro-silurian sediments, the 
absolute majority of 14C-dated human bones from pas-
sage grave chambers are of middle Neolithic age, and 
the construction and use of the tombs thus typically 
connected to the TRB culture (see Midgley, 1992). In 
the mounds surrounding the tombs, however, second-
ary burials from the Bronze and Iron Age are extremely 
common (see Sjögren, 2004:163f). In other cases the 
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seemingly large buried collective in megalithic cham-
bers is an illusion, however, and instead reflects a very 
extensive period of use, sometimes several millennia. 
Although activities at the tombs after the TRB early 
and middle Neolithic by no means are controversial, 
and often evidenced in the artefact assemblages re-
covered from the chambers, the use of passage graves 
in the later Neolithic and the Bronze Age has seldom 
been discussed.

ÖLAnd In ThE nEoLIThIc

The island of Öland is situated off the Swedish east 
coast in the Baltic Sea (see Fig. 1). The elongated 
island measures 130 km in length and c. 20 km in 
width. Topography is generally flat, and the bedrock 
consists of Ordovician limestone and, below the west-
ern slopes, Cambrian slate. A wealth of prehistoric re-
mains all over the island contributes to create a notion 
in the landscape of a very present past. The time depth 
of visible structures in the landscape is considerable, 
and thus the “presence of the past” goes for past times 
as well.

The Neolithic coastline is located some 8–12 m 
above that of today. Stray finds from the period are 
numerous all over the island, indicating a relatively 
dense settlement in the central and especially west-
ern parts of the island during the early and middle 
Neolithic (Åberg, 1923). The presence of megalithic 
tombs and the numerous finds of artefacts associated 
with the TRB culture, such as thin-butted flint axes, 
have led early researchers to speculate about an im-
migrating community of Danish/Scanian TRB farmers 
to the island in the early Neolithic (Åberg, 1913, 1923; 
Stenberger, 1948; Hagberg, 1979).

The isolated group of four megalithic tombs in 
the parish of Resmo is a natural focus for studies of 
the TRB culture in the area (Arne, 1909). The three 
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passage graves are located a few hundred m apart in 
the village of Mysinge, and the dolmen is situated c. 
2.5 km to the north at Resmo church. For a long time, 
the megalithic tombs and the stray finds have been 
the main source of knowledge concerning the TRB 
culture of Öland. It is only during the last couple of 
years that several settlement sites have been found 
and excavated (Papmehl-Dufay, 2009; Alexanders-
son & Papmehl-Dufay, 2009), allowing the megalithic 

tombs to be placed within a larger Neolithic social 
context. It now seems that the TRB culture on the is-
land shared several traits with southwest Scandinavia, 
such as houses of so-called Mossby type, but also that 
many traits point towards east Central Sweden in the 
north (see Alexandersson & Papmehl-Dufay, 2009; 
Papmehl-Dufay, 2010 a). It is clear that the island has 
been far from isolated during this time, on the con-
trary. Possibly the communicative geographic setting 

Fig. 1. Distribution of dolmens and passage graves in Sweden. Map by Kenneth Alexandersson.
1 pav. Dolmenų ir koridorinių kapų paplitimas Švedijoje. Žemėlapis sudarytas Kenneth 
Alexandersson
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is part of the answer as to why megalithic monuments 
were built on both Öland and Gotland.

ThE MYsIngE PAssAgE gRAVE

The passage grave RAÄ 85 in the parish of Resmo 
is located in the village Mysinge on southwest Öland 
(Arne, 1909). Topographically it is situated on the west-
ern escarpment at c. 45 m above the present sea level, 
some 200 m to the east of the steep slopes towards the 
sea in the west. It has a limited visibility of the sea, and 
the entrance to the tomb faces away from the Kalmar 
Straight. In the direction of the tomb entrance towards 
the southeast the landscape is extremely level, charac-
terized by a thin soil cover on a vast limestone plateau, 
“The Great Alvar” (Königsson, 1968).

The monument (Fig. 2) consists of a slightly oval 
mound c. 14.5 × 16 m in size and 1.5 m high, in which 
a megalithic passage grave is set. The oval chamber, c. 
4 m in length and 3 m wide, is built from erratic boul-
ders and oriented in NE–SW, with a c. 6 m long narrow 
passage running perpendicularly from the chamber 
towards the SE. Excavations in front of the entrance 
have revealed a few limestone slabs lying in the length 
direction of the passage, as well as a small stone-pack-

ing in front of the entrance (Arne, 1937; Alexanders-
son, 2005). The mound is built of pebbles and small 
stones with larger stones towards the centre, providing 
an almost cairn-like construction. Only a few stones 
are visible today in the turf-covered surface.

The passage grave at Mysinge was first excavated in 
1908 by archaeologist Ture Jässon Arne (1879–1965), 
and the results were published the following year (Arne, 
1909). The excavation concerned the chamber and the 
area immediately around the chamber and the passage. 
The stratigraphy of the chamber consisted of more than 
1 m of gravel, sand and soil containing large amounts of 
unburned human and animal bones as well as a number 
of artefacts. The bones were mostly found disarticulat-
ed, but three human individuals could be identified of 
which the bones were still in articulated position. In a 
gap between two of the large roof boulders, fragments 
of a ceramic vessel were found in the uppermost part 
of the stratigraphy together with cremated bones, all 
covered by a limestone slab. Cremated bones were also 
found just outside the chamber wall to the west. These 
finds were interpreted as secondary burials from the late 
Bronze Age or the Iron Age.

The artefacts recovered include a varied set of ob-
jects made of flint, bone, antler, amber and pottery. 

Fig. 2. The passage grave at Mysinge as it appears today. Photo from the SE by the author.
2 pav. Koridoriniai kapai Mysinge’s vietovėje, dabartinis vaizdas. Autoriaus nuotrauka iš 
pietryčių
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The finds represent a wide chronological sequence, 
spanning from the TRB culture in the late EN/early 
MN and up to the Bronze Age. The ceramic urn with 
cremated bones could possibly be of Iron Age date 
(Bergenstråhle, 1986:9). The TRB culture is repre-
sented in the artefact assemblage mainly through the 
amber beads, of which at least 17 were collected. 
Similar finds have been reported from numerous pas-
sage graves in various parts of Scandinavia (Ebbesen, 
1995; Axelsson & Strinnholm, 2003). A thin-bladed 
flint axe and a rectangular bone-plate, suggested to be 
a wrist-guard of Beaker-type, have been interpreted as 
representing burials of the late MN Battle Axe culture 
(Malmer, 1962:467). A similar object has been found 
at Hunneberget, Scania and interpreted as a device 
connected to textile production (Balic & Knarrström, 
2007:90ff). A long flint blade possibly also connects 
to this sequence. Two bifacial flint artefacts, an arrow-
head and a fragment of a flint dagger or sickle, clearly 
belong to the late Neolithic as do several of the bone 
implements found. These include three bone pins of a 
type similar to those found in other late Neolithic buri-
als on the island (Papmehl-Dufay, 2010 b). Finally, 
two cylindrical bone buttons most probably date to the 
Bronze Age. In conclusion, the artefact assemblage 

from the Mysinge passage grave bear witness of a long 
sequence of human activity at the site, involving the 
deposition of artefacts and, as we shall see, human and 
faunal remains in the chamber of the tomb.

The faunal assemblage from Mysinge has not been 
properly published, but recent analyses indicate the 
presence of a range of species including dog, fox, hare, 
cow, sheep/goat, pig and duck (Ahlström, 2009:166; 
Eriksson et al., 2008, Table 4). Four animal bones 
from the chamber has been 14C-dated: a sheep/goat 
was dated to the late Neolithic, a dog was dated to the 
transition from Bronze to Iron Age, a cow was dated 
to the early Iron Age and a sheep/goat was dated to 
the 16th–18th century (Eriksson et al., 2008, table 4). 
Furthermore, two dogs that display marine dietary 
signatures have been suggested to be “Pitted Ware 
dogs”, i.e. of Middle Neolithic date, however this has 
not been confirmed and the dogs remain undated (see 
Eriksson et al., 2008:540f).

In 1937, Arne returned to Mysinge for a small com-
plementary excavation of the area outside the entrance 
of the passage grave. Only 4 m2 were investigated this 
time and the finds were sparse. Pottery found in front 
of the entrance was interpreted as being of earlier date. 
The results from the second excavation at Mysinge 

Fig. 3. Photo from the excavation at Mysinge in 1908. Photo by T. J. Arne, ATA.
3 pav. 1908 metų kasinėjimų Mysinge’s vietovėje nuotrauka. Fotografavo T. J. Arne
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were never published. In 2004, an additional area out-
side the entrance as well as parts of the mound was 
excavated (Alexandersson, 2005). The trench through 
the mound revealed a number of construction details 
previously not known, including a central cairn of large 
stones. In the uppermost layers towards the centre, just 
outside the SW end of the chamber, c. 130 fragments 
of burned bone were found. This find corresponds to 
burned bones found by Arne in the same area but at 
a lower level, and probably represents one or several 
cremations placed in the mound next to the chamber in 
the late Bronze Age or Iron Age (Arne, 1909:90).

Two trenches were excavated in front of the tomb 
entrance in 2004 (Fig. 5). In both trenches stone pack-
ing appeared, interpreted as an entrance cairn depos-
ited in front of the entrance. In between and mainly 
underneath the stones, scatters and concentrations of 
flint, burned bones and pottery were found. The pot-
tery amounts to c. 1.5 kg, while the amounts of flint 
and burned bones are much more modest. Flakes of 
flint, quartzite and other materials were found in both 
trenches and seemingly spread throughout the entire 
entrance area, whereas pottery and burned bones were 
restricted to the trench placed right in front of the en-
trance. The highly fragmented pottery was found in at 

least three concentrations, possibly corresponding to 
individual vessels smashed and deposited in front of 
the tomb. Only a small number of potsherds are deco-
rated, and typologically they can be attributed to the 
TRB culture and especially its later phase (see Alexan-
dersson, 2005:9). Judging from this, it is clear that the 
pottery found by Arne in 1937 most probably should 
be connected to this phase as well.

Apart from the artefacts in front of the entrance, 
two large sandstone slabs were found and interpret-
ed as facade stones. Both were covered by the stone 
packing, as were the depositions of pottery, flint and 
bone. This shows that the entrance cairn was built at a 
relatively late stage in the history of use of the tomb, 
possibly in the late Neolithic or the Bronze Age cor-
responding to observations in Scania and Falbygden 
(Persson & Sjögren, 2001:214).

In recent years, a research team headed by Profes-
sor Kerstin Lidén at Stockholm University has carried 
out laboratory analyses on the Mysinge osteological 
assemblage including analyses of stable C and N iso-
topes as well as mitochondrial DNA (Lidén, 1995, 
1996; Kanstrup, 2004; Eriksson et al., 2008; Linder-
holm, 2008). In connection with this a series of 34 14C-
dates have been presented (Eriksson et al., 2008; see 

Fig. 4. Photo from the excavation at Mysinge in 1937. Photo by T. J. Arne, ATA.
4 pav. 1937 metų kasinėjimų Mysinge’s vietovėje nuotrauka. Fotografavo T. J. Arne
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Fig. 5. Map of the trenches in front of the entrance, excavation 2004. Black dots indicate finds of potsherds.  
After Alexandersson, 2005.
5 pav. Perkasų, esančių prieš įėjimą, planas, 2004 metų kasinėjimai. Juodi taškai žymi keramikos radavietes.  
Pagal Alexandersson, 2005
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Papmehl-Dufay, 2006; Ahlström, 2009). So far, a total 
of 35 human individuals are included in the analyses, 
but not all individuals have been checked for all pa-
rameters (see Table 1).

Table 1. Compilation of the hitherto published analyses 
of human individuals from the Mysinge passage grave.
1 lentelė. Iki šiol paskelbti individų tyrimai iš Mysinge’s 
vietovės koridorinių kapų

Type of 
analysis

Nr of analysed 
individuals Reference

14C 34 Eriksson et al., 2008; 
Ahlström, 2009

13C 35 Eriksson et al., 2008
15N 31 Eriksson et al., 2008
DNA 13 Linderholm, 2008
Cu 11 Lidén, 1996
ZN 11 Lidén, 1996

At the time of excavation in 1908, the number 
of buried individuals was estimated at 30–40 (Arne, 
1909). In recent years, Torbjörn Ahlström has re-eval-
uated the osteological assemblage from the tomb and 
presented a minimum number of individuals (MIND) at 
56, cremated bones not included (Ahlström, 2009:83). 
Convincing evidence shows that the bodies have been 
placed in the chamber in a squatting position, and thus 
the seemingly chaotic arrangement of bones observed 
during excavation most probably is a result of later 
processes (Ahlström, 2009:69). Of the 56 individuals 
identified, 34 have so far been 14C-dated of which 12 
can be chronologically attributed to the TRB culture, 
11 to the late Middle Neolithic Battle Axe culture, one 
to the Late Neolithic and finally 10 to the early and 
middle Bronze Age (Table 2). To this should be add-
ed the unknown number of cremated individuals, the 
dates of which are not yet established.

Table 2. The chronological position of the dated individu-
als from the Mysinge passage grave. 14C-dates from Eriks-
son et al., 2008 and Ahlström, 2009.

2 lentelė. Datuotų individų iš Mysinge’s koridorinio kapo 
chronologinė lentelė. Radiokarbono datos iš Eriksson et al., 
2008 ir Ahlström, 2009

Period Nr of dated individuals
ENII-MNA (c. 3600–2800 BC) 12
MNB (c. 2800–2300 BC) 11
LN (c. 2300–1800 BC) 1
Bronze Age (c. 1800–900 BC) 10

The results from the analyses of stable isotopes re-
veal some interesting patterns (Eriksson et al., 2008). 
The buried collective at Mysinge display a rather 
varied dietary signature of a mixture of marine and 
terrestrial protein sources, but divided up chronologi-
cally some general trends emerge (Fig. 6) (see Eriks-
son et al., 2008:531ff). The TRB individuals (n = 9 
in this case) of the early Middle Neolithic all display 
an isotope signature indicating a mixture of terrestrial 
and marine protein sources, where hypothetically the 
terrestrial source derive from cattle or sheep/goat and 
the marine input consists of fish. The individuals bur-
ied in the tomb during the late Middle Neolithic and 
early Late Neolithic (n = 12 in this case) display a 
greater variation including completely terrestrial sig-
nals as well as samples with a significant marine in-
put. As was the case with the TRB individuals, trophy 
levels (i.e. δ15N values) are indicative of the terrestrial 
source involved being some kind of herbivore, pos-
sibly cattle. For the Bronze Age individuals (n = 10 in 
this case), there is a much lower degree of variability 
and a clear dependence on completely terrestrial pro-
tein sources from a low trophy level. This signature 
corresponds well to what would be expected from a 
traditional agricultural community growing crops 
and keeping cattle and/or sheep/goat (see Eriksson et 
al., 2008:537ff). Another highly interesting observa-
tion from the analyses of stable isotopes is the no-
tion of intra-individual variability (see Eriksson et al., 
2008:533, 536). The dietary life history of an indi-
vidual can be an indicator of her cultural as well as 
geographical whereabouts at certain stages during her 
lifetime (Linderholm, 2008:31). For one of the indi-
viduals dated to the early Middle Neolithic, a clear 
dietary change can be seen during his/her lifetime to-
wards a progressively less marine input and a lower 
trophy level, indicating an increased dependence on 
(domesticated?) terrestrial herbivores. Amongst the 
individuals dated to the late Middle Neolithic, at least 
four display rather extreme intra-individual changes 
in diet quite possibly reflecting some form of migra-
tion. As for the Bronze Age individuals, the variation 
in diet is much smaller both between and within in-
dividuals, suggesting a rather solid dependence on 
agricultural sources and a geographically more stable 
demography.
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A BIogRAPhY oF PLAcE

A traditional archaeological interpretation of the Mys-
inge passage grave would pinpoint that the grave was 
originally built and used within a TRB context, and 
that subsequent generations in the late Middle Neo-
lithic and the Bronze Age have used it for secondary 
burials. However, I think that by regarding the long-
term use of the site as “secondary”, we are missing 
the most important notion: every generation has had 
their specific and unique relation to this site, and the 
place has a biography of its own in which activities 
in and around the tomb are deeply embedded. When 
did the passage tomb become “old”? What was con-
sidered a proper attitude towards and use of the monu-
ment, and how did this change over time (Kopytoff, 
1986:66f)? There is reason to believe that people bury-
ing their dead in the tomb 2500 BC did not think of it 
as a secondary practice, rather it was heavily loaded 
with symbolic significance and something probably 
of great importance to the people involved. The use 
in the later Neolithic and the Bronze Age of this al-
ready ancient monument as a burial chamber was no 
doubt connected to aspects of historical significance 
and memory (Jones, 2007:21f), but also to reflections 

Fig. 6. Results from the analyses of 13C and 15N isotopes on human samples from Mys-
inge, plotted according to archaeological phase. Data from Eriksson et al., 2008.
6 pav. Žmogaus 13C ir 15N izotopų analizės rezultatai iš Mysinge’s vietovės, pažymėti 
pagal archeologinius laikotarpius. Duomenys iš Eriksson et al., 2008

in the present and prospects for the future (see Holtorf, 
1996:121f). If it was simply a matter of convenience 
(“oh look, someone already built a tomb here, let’s use 
it!”), we should not expect such clear hiatuses in its 
utilisation. Also, at least from the available evidence, 
it seems that the practices involved in interring have 
remained surprisingly similar throughout a very long 
period of time. Thus, to date there is nothing to sug-
gest that bodies placed in the chamber in the late Mid-
dle Neolithic or the Bronze Age were treated radically 
different from the TRB ones during the early Middle 
Neolithic. It should be recalled that the general burial 
practices in the late Middle Neolithic and the early 
Bronze Age are quite far from what is seen in the Mys-
inge passage grave (e.g. Malmer, 1962; Rudebeck & 
Ödman, 2000). Is it possible that people of the early 
Bronze Age had some form of knowledge of, and imi-
tated, TRB megalithic burial practices reaching some 
two millennia back in time?

The reasons for using the tomb in post-TRB peri-
ods will never be fully established, but we can assume 
that they were good and that the practice of returning 
to the oldest monument in the region for further buri-
als was of great symbolic and social significance. So 
far, we can only guess what characteristics qualified 
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for burial in the passage grave during the Bronze Age. 
Was it people of a certain ancestry, a specific talent or 
profession? Or was it during a specific and socially 
turbulent phase that ancestry and origin in general be-
came important to emphasise?

“In times of trouble <…> people and thus social 
groups, tend to return to a conservative retrospection 
and preservation of the old, to seek comfort and legiti-
macy from an idealized history” (Knutsson & Knutsson,  
2004:20)

The place biography of the Mysinge tomb is prob-
ably intimately connected to several other monuments 
and archaeological structures in the surroundings. 
During the Neolithic, the Mysinge area was the locus 
of at least three passage graves built only a few hun-
dred meters apart from each other and probably within 
a relatively narrow timeframe (Papmehl-Dufay, 2006). 
It should be recalled that the distance to the nearest 
region with a concentration of passage graves is about 
150 km to the SW as the bird flies, and the Öland tombs 
are situated in the eastern periphery of the distribu-
tion area for the megalithic TRB culture (see Sjögren, 
2004). During the Bronze and Iron Age, the areas im-
mediately to the north and south of the Mysinge tombs 
were used as necropolis and a large number of grave 
structures of various size and shape can be seen here 
still today. That is, the concentration of passage graves 
is situated between two large Iron Age grave fields, 
and even though it is not that apparent today it is pos-
sible that people of the Iron Age have avoided the old 

graves in the placing of their cemeteries (see Gillings 
& Pollard, 1999:186).

Built as a monumental megalithic tomb in the late 
Early Neolithic (c. 3500 BC) and used as a burial 
chamber repeatedly for more than two millennia, the 
Mysinge passage grave has gathered a complex and 
varied life history that continues up to this day. Frag-
ments of this can be reached through the archaeologi-
cal data and written accounts of antiquarian activities, 
but one should also be aware of that much of what was 
once remembered about this site is forever lost. A ma-
terial biography such as the one suggested here is by 
necessity partial, not only for taphonomic reasons but 
also because objects have multiple biographies over-
lapping and completing each other. A car will have an 
economic biography in which fluctuations in its mon-
etary value are seen, a technical biography in which 
its fabrication and history of repair are defined, as well 
as one or several social biographies related to mem-
bers or groups in the society/ies in which it functions 
(Kopytoff, 1986:68). One aspect of the biography of 
the Mysinge tomb relates to its use as a site for burial, 
but there is also biographic narratives connected to no-
tions of the site as a material link to a mythical and 
distant past and, in the case of archaeology, the site 
as an invaluable source to archaeological knowledge. 
By appreciating the multiple narratives of place and 
adopting a biographic approach to sites and monu-
ments, we can reach some of the aspects of past lives 
that otherwise remain obscure (Kopytoff, 1986:67).
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Anotacija. Šiame straipsnyje neolito koridorinių kapų isto-
rijai nagrinėti yra naudojamas biografinis modelis. Aptaria-
mi Mysinge’s (Pietryčių Švedija) koridoriniai kapai, kurie 

koridoriniai kapai mYsinge’s VietoVėje

Ludvig Papmehl-dufay 

santrauka

buvo kasinėti XX amžiaus pradžioje ir nuo to laiko analizuoti 
įvairiais aspektais. Yra apžvelgti kapų tyrinėjimai, prasidėję 
1908 metų kasinėjimais ir besitęsiantys iki šiol. Remiantis su-
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Atlikus mitybos analizę, nustatytas jūros ir sausumos 
baltymų šaltinių mišinys. Chronologiškai padalijus analizės 
duomenis, išryškėjo tam tikros bendros tendencijos (6 pav.) 
(Eriksson et al., 2008, p. 531ff). Atlikus piltuvėlinių taurių 
kultūros individų tyrimus nustatytas jūros ir sausumos bal-
tymų šaltinių mišinys, šie individai tikriausiai mito stambiai-
siais raguočiais ar avimis / ožkomis, taip pat žuvimis. Tyrimų 
rezultatai rodė, kad vidurinio neolito pabaigoje / vėlyvojo 
neolito pradžioje individų tarpusavio skirtumai buvo didesni. 
Žalvario amžiuje individų mityba buvo panašesnė ir jų izoto-
pų tyrimai rodo aiškią priklausomybę nuo sausumos baltymų 
šaltinių, todėl galima agrokultūrinė ekonomika (Eriksson ir et 
al., 2008, p. 537ff).

Vietovės biografija. Neolito laikotarpiu Mysinge’s vie-
tovėje buvo mažiausiai trys koridoriniai kapai, pastatyti tik 
kelių šimtų metrų atstumu vienas nuo kito ir tikriausiai per 
santykinai trumpą laikotarpį (Papmehl-Dufay, 2006). Reikėtų 
paminėti, kad atstumas iki artimiausio regiono, kuriame papli-
tę koridoriniai kapai, yra apie 150 km į pietvakarius. Elando 
kapai yra rytiniame megalitinės piltuvėlinių taurių kultūros 
paplitimo pakraštyje (Sjögren, 2004). 

Tradicinėje archeologinėje Mysinge’s koridorinių kapų 
interpretacijoje pabrėžiama, kad kapai pastatyti ir naudojami 
piltuvėlinių taurių kultūros laikotarpiu ir kad vėlesnės kartos 
vėlyvojoje vidurinio neolito fazėje ir žalvario amžiuje juos 
vėl naudojo laidojimui. Tačiau aš manau, kad dėl ilgo vieto-
vės „antrinio“ naudojimo mes užmirštame svarbiausią daly-
ką: kiekviena karta turėjo savo specifiškumą ir išskirtinį ryšį 
su šia vietove. Be to, ši vieta turi savo biografiją, t. y. veikla 
joje ir aplink kapus turi gilias šaknis. Žmonės, laidoję savo 
mirusiuosius 2500 m. pr. Kr., tikrai nemąstė apie tai kaip apie 
antrinę veiklą. Kapų naudojimo po piltuvėlinių taurių kultū-
ros laikotarpio priežastys niekada nebus visiškai atskleistos, 
bet mes galime manyti, kad tai buvo naudinga ir grįžimas į 
seniausius regiono paminklus toliau laidoti buvo simbolinis ir 
turėjo socialinę prasmę. Šiuo metu galime tik spėti, kodėl jie 
laidojo koridoriniuose kapuose žalvario amžiuje.

Ankstyvojo neolito pabaigoje (apie 3500 m. pr. Kr.) pa-
statyti kaip monumentalūs megalitiniai kapai ir pakartotinai 
naudoti laidojimui daugiau nei du tūkstantmečius, Mysinge’s 
koridoriniai kapai įgavo kompleksinę ir įvairią gyvenimo is-
toriją, kuri tęsiasi iki šių dienų. Jos fragmentai mus pasiekia 
kaip archeologiniai duomenys ir antikvarų veiklos aprašymai, 
bet turi būti suprasta viena – tai, kas kažkada buvo prisime-
nama apie šią vietą, yra prarasta amžiams. Pasitelkę įvairia-
lypius duomenis ir pasakojimus apie paminklą ir naudodami 
biografinį modelį vietovėms ir paminklams, galime sužinoti 
kai kuriuos preities gyvenimo aspektus, o kitaip tai yra sun-
kiai sužinoma (Kopytoff, 1986, p. 67).

Iš anglų kalbos vertė Lijana Remeikaitė

Įteikta 2011 m. sausio mėn.

rinktais įvairių tyrinėjimų duomenimis, aptariamas ilgalaikis 
laidojimo paminklo naudojimas.

Įvadas. Ankstyvojo neolito pabaigoje, apie 3500–3300 m. 
pr. Kr., megalitiniai kapai paplito įvairiose Skandinavijos da-
lyse. Švedijoje šie kapai koncentravosi Skonės pakrantėje 
ir Vakarų Švedijoje, taip pat Falbygdeno srityje centriniame 
Vesterjotlande (Srömberg, 1971; Persson and Sjögren, 2001; 
Sjögren, 2004) (1 pav.). Nors dirbinių kompleksuose dažnai 
atsispindi šių kapų naudojimas ir po piltuvėlinių taurių kul-
tūros ankstyvajame ir viduriniame neolite, koridorinių kapų 
naudojimas vėlesniu neolito laikotarpiu ir žalvario amžiuje 
retai aptariamas.

Mysinge’s koridoriniai kapai. Elando saloje (Pietryčių 
Švedija) vienas dolmenas ir trys koridoriniai kapai yra Resmo 
parapijoje (Arne, 1909; Papmehl-Dufay, 2006). Atsitiktinių 
ankstyvojo ir vidurinio neolito radinių yra gausiai aptinkama 
visoje saloje, tai rodo tuo laikotarpiu buvus tankų apgyvendi-
nimą (Åberg, 1923). Pietinio kapo kamera ir koridorius buvo 
kasinėti 1908 metais (Arne, 1909). Buvo rasta daugybė nede-
gintų žmonių ir gyvulių kaulų, taip pat nemažai dirbinių, ro-
dančių chronologinę seką, prasidedančią nuo piltuvėlinių tau-
rių kultūros ankstyvojo neolito pabaigoje / vidurinio neolito 
pradžioje ir besitęsiančią iki žalvario amžiaus. Gyvūnų kaulai 
iš Mysinge’s kol kas nepublikuoti, bet juos sudaro šuns, la-
pės, kiškio, karvės, avies / ožkos, kiaulės ir anties kaulai (Ah-
lström, 2009, p. 166; Eriksson et al., 2008, table 4). Keturi 
gyvūnų kaulų pavyzdžiai buvo datuoti radiokarbono metodu: 
avies / ožkos – vėlyvuoju neolitu; šuns – pereinamuoju laiko-
tarpiu iš žalvario į geležies amžių; karvės – ankstyvuoju gele-
žies amžiumi ir avies / ožkos – XVI–XVIII amžiumi (Eriks-
son et al., 2008, table 4). Nedideli kasinėjimai buvo vykdyti 
šalia įėjimo į kapą 1937 metais, radiniai buvo negausūs, tarp 
jų buvo šiek tiek smulkių keramikos fragmentų. 2004 metais 
vėl buvo kasinėjama toje pačioje vietoje. Rasta daug vėlyvos 
piltuvėlinių taurių kultūros keramikos fragmentų, taip pat ti-
tnago ir degintų kaulų. Visa tai buvo aptikta po akmenų krūs-
nimi prieš įėjimą (Alexandersson, 2005).

Pastaraisiais metais buvo atlikti įvairūs Mysinge’s osteo-
loginės medžiagos tyrimai, tarp jų:  Cu ir Zn kiekio kauluose, 
stabiliųjų C ir N izotopų ir mitochondrinės DNR tyrimai (Li-
dén, 1995, 1996; Kanstrup, 2004; Eriksson et al., 2008; Lin-
derholm, 2008). Aptiktų individų kiekis buvo perskaičiuotas ir 
jų padaugėjo nuo maždaug 30–40 iki bent 56, deginti kaulai 
nebuvo įtraukti (Ahlström, 2009, p. 83). Iki šiol 34 iš jų buvo 
datuoti radiokarbono metodu. Iš to skaičiaus 12 gali būti pri-
skiriami piltuvėlinių taurių kultūrai, 11 – vėlyvai vidurinio ne-
olito kovos kirvių kultūros fazei, 1 – vėlyvajam neolitui ir 10 – 
ankstyvajam ir viduriniam žalvario amžiui (2 lentelė) (Eriks-
son et al., 2008; Papmehl-Dufay, 2006; Ahlström, 2009).


