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Pratarme

2022 m. vasario 24 d. prasidéjusi plataus masto Rusijos kariné invazija j Ukraing pasi-
késino j ta Europos saugumo ir taikaus tauty bendradarbiavimo architektura, kuria
tarptautiné bendruomené buvo sukurusi ir jtvirtinusi po Antrojo pasaulinio karo, siek-
dama Senajame Zemyne uzbeégti uz akiy ginkluotiems tarpetniniams konfliktams. So-
viety Sajungos teisiy paveldétoja Rusijos Federacija, kaip viena i$ Sio karo nugalétojy,
Jungtiniy Tauty Organizacijoje jgijo veto teise, kuria dabar ciniskai iSnaudoja blokuoda-
ma valstybiy iniciatyvas pasmerkti jos agresijg pries kaimyninés Salies suverenuma ir
pameéginti taikiai iSspresti dabartine Ukrainos ir Rusijos krize. Taciau, pradéjus $j kara,
buvo pazeistas ne tik pokarinéje Europoje pasiektas jégu balansas ir demonstratyviai
sulauzytos visuotinai priimtos tarptautinio bendrabuvio taisyklés, bet ir pasikésinta j
tuomet suformuluotas nuostatas, kaip deréty vertinti karo nusikaltimus apskritai ir ka
inkriminuoti kaip juos sukélusj blogj, be kita ko, jtvirtintas ir bendraeuropinémis isto-
rijos politikos priemonémis. Kijevo priemies¢iuose Bucoje ir Irpinéje arba Mariupolyje
ir kituose Ukrainos miestuose like civiliy gyventojy masiniy zudyniy jrodymai atskleidé
placiai taikomas genocidines dabartinés Rusijos armijos praktikas, kurios pirmakart po
1995 m. serby kariuomenés jvykdyty masinio vietos musulmonuy naikinimo Bosnijos ir
Hercegovinos mieste Srebrenicoje j aktualigja Europos politine dienotvarke vél sugrazi-
no genocido tema. Stebétina ir tai, kad, teisindama savo agresija Ukrainos ,denacifikaci-
jos” poreikiu, Rusija itin savitai traktuoja pokarinio ,Niurnbergo konsensuso“ postulatus.
Sios naujosios geopolitinés aplinkybés skatina permastyti tokiy savoky ir reiskiniy kaip
,genocidas’, ,etninis valymas", ,masinés zudynés", ,teroro taktika“ ir ,karo nusikaltimai*
istorinius ir juridinius ypatumus bei skirtumus. Sparciai besikeicianti saugumo padétis
regione kelia ir klausimus, ar istorinés genocidy bei kitokiy nusikaltimy Zmoniskumui
patirtys ir jy akademiniai tyrimai iSvis gali ko nors iSmokyti dabarties kartas ar persergé-
ti nuo jy pasikartojimo ateityje?

Tokiems sudétingiems ir emociskai sunkiems klausimams aptarti ir buvo skirta Lietu-
vos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centre (LGGRTC) organizuota tarptautiné
moksliné konferencija ,Genocidai: praeities ir dabarties tikrové®, jvykusi 2023 m. rugséjo
29 d. Joje dalyvavo Lietuvos, Baltarusijos, Ukrainos, AzerbaidZano ir Rusijos istorikai bei
filosofai, kuriy skaityty pranesimy pagrindu parengtas Sis teminis numeris, papildy-
tas konferencijoje turéjusio pranesima skaityti, bet, deja, negaléjusio dalyvauti kolegos
dr. Azimo Malikovo iS Uzbekistano straipsniu. PaZymeétina, kad ir Siame numeryje skel-
biamuy straipsniy autoriy i$ uzsienio likimai gerai iliustruoja iy neramiy laiky atmosfera,
nes praktiskai visi jie asmeniskai patyreé priverstinio emigranto ar perkeltojo asmens da-
lig, gelbédamiesi nuo kary ar nuosavos valdZios politinio persekiojimo.
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Nors aptariant jvykusias akademines konferencijas paprastai susitelkiama j jose skai-
tyty pranesimuy bei po to vykusiy diskusiju turinj, ju organizavimo uzkulisius paliekant
nuosalyje, taciau Sjkart juos, manau, verta taip pat paminéti kaip iSkalbingg iliustracija,
su kokia jautria, opia ir diplomatinio lankstumo reikalaujancia tema susidiréme. Vienas
kviestyjy praneséjy iS Arménijos turéjo skaityti pranesima apie 1915 m. armény genocida,
bet pamates, kad galutinéje konferencijos programoje atsirado azerbaidZianietés pavarde,
o ji kalbés apie Kalny Karabacho tragedija, kurios tiesiogine liudininke ir auka pati tapo,
kolega konferencijos organizatoriams iSkelé ultimatuma: arba jis pakeicia savo pranesi-
mo tema j veidrodine azerbaidzianietés praneSimui, arba iSvis atsisako dalyvauti. Pasitare
su LGGRTC vadovybe vis délto nusprendéme, kad ultimatumo nepriimsime. Musy rengi-
nys - akademinis ir mes neturime noro jo paversti dviejy tauty ilgameciy sgskaity suvedi-
néjimo arena ar tarptautiniu skandalu. Be to, tarptautiné teisé Kalny Karabacha pripaZzjsta
Azerbaidzianui, o ruoSdamiesi konferencijai negaléjome numatyti konflikto paastréjimo
buitent Sio renginio dienomis, kai, pasinaudojes Ukrainos fronte jklimpusios Rusijos su-
silpnéjimu, AzerbaidZanas galutinai atsiémé Sias gincytinas teritorijas. Kita vertus, ko-
lege iS Azerbaidzano dr. Parvin Ahanchi, skirtingai nuo armény mokslininko, siy eiluciy
autoré pazjsta asmeniskai, todél Zinojome, kad jokiy netikéty ar nemaloniy akibroksty
iS jos pusés nebus. PrieSingai, kadangi nesyk teko lankytis abiejose valstybése ir apie
Karabacho konfliktg kalbétis su abiejy tauty atstovais, susidaré jspudis, jog $i problema
ten perdaug jautri, gili ir skausminga, kad ja buty galima kazkaip sureguliuoti dialogu
ar kitomis abiem puséms priimtinomis priemonémis. Ta¢iau dr. Parvin Ahanchi buvo
vienintelis mano Piety Kaukaze sutiktas Zmogus, nuosirdziai ieskojes abiejy tauty su-
taikinimo galimybiy, kad ir kaip tai atrodyty beviltisSka, nepaisant to, kad, pati budama
karabachieté, per kara ir etninj valyma neteko ir gimtyju namuy, ir mylimo vyro, 37 mety
amziaus likdama nasle su trejy mety stinumi ant rankuy. Ji iki Siol neturi savo busto, nes
Pirmajj Karabacho kara azerbaidZanieciai pralaiméjo, todél jo veteranai ir nukentéjusieji
iki $iol negauna bent kiek reikSmingesniy vyriausybés kompensacijy (skirtingai nuo An-
trojo, pergalingojo, dalyviy). Taciau, kai sugalvojome vietoje arménu kolegos j konferencija
pasikviesti Zinoma rusu filosofa ir istorinés atminties tyrinétoja dr. Aleksejy Kamenskich,
Sis irgi iSkélé salyga - dalyvaus, jei tik tam nepriestaraus anksciau j jg pakviesti ukrainieciy
kolegos. Ir nors Kamenskich buvo priverstas veikiai po 2022 m. karo pradzios tapti politiniu
emigrantu, nes buvo ,Memorialo” (Rusijos visuomeninés organizacijos, tiriancios ir sau-
gancios atmintj apie stalinines represijas, kuria Vladimiro Putino rezimas ilgai persekiojo
ir galop 2021 m. uzdaré ir kuri po mety greta kity Zzmogaus teisiy gynéju gavo Nobelio tai-
kos premijg) regioninés valdybos narys, jis jaucia gilia asmenine kalte bei atsakomybe dél
rezimo dabar Ukrainoje vykdomy nusikaltimy. Tac¢iau abu kolegos ukrainieciai dr. Hana
BaZenova ir dr. Jurij Latys jo dalyvavimui nepriestaravo, ir taip Sios konferencijos rengimo
patirtis parodé, kad nusikaltimai zmoniskumui tebéra atvira zaizda, o méginti apie juos
kalbéti akademiskai neutraliai ir psichologiskai atsietai - tai lyg vaikscioti plonu ledu.
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Konferencijos metu aptarti ir vélesni jvykiai parodé, kaip glaudziai viskas yra tarpusa-
vyje susije, o smurtiniai jvykiai linke pléstis ir daugintis. Rusijos invazija j Ukraina ir V. Pu-
tino pastangos mesti i$$UKj JAV vadovaujamai pasaulinei tvarkai padrasino ir sustiprino
kitus tarptautinés politinés sistemos autsaiderius, tokius kaip Iranas, Serbija ar Siaurés
Koréja. Po 2023 m. spalio 7 d., kai Hamas uZpuolé Izraelj ir Sis émési atsakomuyjy veiks-
muy, globaliyjy medijy démesys nuo Ukrainos nukrypo j Artimuosius Rytus, o per pasaulj
nusirite protestai pries Izraelio politika civiliy palestinieciy atzvilgiu veikiai iSkels ne-
patogy klausima, ar gali genocida vykdyti Zmoneés, kuriy tévai ir seneliai patys ji dar taip
neseniai patyré? Tuo tarpu po lemiamos AzerbaidZano pergalés daugiau nei du deSim-
tmecius trukusiame konflikte buvusio Arménijos anklavo Kalny Karabacho gyventojai,
baimindamiesi etninio valymo, 2020 m. buvo priversti bégti j Arménija. Kai, dalyvaudama
Kaukazo Albanijos istorijai ir kultiirai skirtoje konferencijoje Baku, 2024 m. balandzio mé-
nesj lankiausi Kalny Karabache, i$ jo teritorijos vis dar traukési vadinamieji Rusijos taik-
dariai, galutinai jj palike birzelj, o krastas tebesilaizé nuniokojimy Zaizdas. Pakeliui prie
kiekvieno miesto ar miestelio matéme savadarbius memorialus, skirtus azerbaidzanieciy
kariams, Zuvusiems atsiimant $ias teritorijas (tuo tarpu Baku centre buvo demonstruoja-
ma musiuose dalyvavusi kariné technika). IvaZiavimas j $ia sritj vis dar yra grieZtai kon-
troliuojamas ir ribojamas vyriausybés ir jmanomas tik per viena patikros posta, kadangi
Karabachas iki Siol lieka nesaugus, mat pavyko iSminuoti tik nedidele iSvaduoty Zemiy
dalj. Apsilankymas Siame daug kentéjusiame kraste paliko priestaringa ir slogy ispudj -
nuostabaus grozio gamtos apsuptyje visur stuksojo griuveésiai ir tyla. Krastas iki Siol prak-
tiskai negyvenamas, nors jau tiesiami keliai ir atstatoma infrastruktura, o buve pabégéliai
vyriausybés skatinami sugrjzti, zadant dosnias dotacijas jsiklirimui. Galima numanyti,
kad si ekskursija nebuvo savitikslé ar skirta uzsienio mokslininky smalsumui patenkinti.
Jos dalyviams - Zymiems regiono senosios istorijos tyrinétojams - keli visiskai sugriauti
miesteliai su iSlikusiomis sveikomis kriks¢ioniy baznyc¢iomis ir jy Sventoriuose esanciais
apysveikiais antkapiais buvo parodyti tam, kad jie galéty pries filmavimo kameras autori-
tetingai paliudyti, jog AzerbaidZanas gerbia savo krik$cionikajj (bet ne arméniska, o vie-
tinj, albaniska!) pavelda. Si iSties iSmoninga ir subtili propagandiné manipuliacija veda
mus prie genocido, kaip nusikaltimo ne tik Zmonéms, bet ir kultirai bei paveldui, klausi-
mo, kuriam Vilniuje vykusios konferencijos dalyviai irgi skyré nemazai démesio.

Genocidas ir etninis valymas ir praeityje, ir dabar, atrodyty, sitilo politikams tai, kas gali
pasirodyti kaip lengvas sudétingy, isisenéjusiy ir daugiasluoksniy problemy sprendimas.
Nebereikia ieSkoti kompromisy, jtikinéti ir derétis su priesSininku, ypac, jeigu nebéra su
kuo derétis... Vis labiau poliarizuotos ir netolerantiskos politikos bei didéjancios egzis-
tencinés grésmés situacijoje, kuria nuolat pakursto prieSiski kariniai aljansai ar ilgaamzj
abipusiy nuoskaudy Sleifa velkancios etninés grupés, i — fizinio eliminavimo - idéja vél
ima atrodyti patraukli. O svarbiausia, kad tarptautiné bendruomené, ir ypac JAV, minimy
konflikty atzvilgiu pasirodé esanti nebepajégi veikti laiku ir efektyviai. Jeigu po Antrojo
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pasaulinio karo jsteigta tarptautinés humanitarinés teisés sistema ir Jungtiniy Tauty
konvencija dél kelio uzkirtimo genocido nusikaltimui ir baudimo uz jj buvo skirtos uz-
bégti uz akiy masiniams Ziaurumams ateityje, Siandien jos jau nebegali uztikrinti, kad Siy
susitarimy buty laikomasi. Tuo tarpu ekspertinés bendruomenés ir genocido reiskinio
tyrinétoju raginimai vyriausybéms ir ginkluotoms grupuotéms liautis pazeidinéti tarp-
tautine teise beturi menka poveikj. Dar blogiau, kad teisinés atsakomybés uz jvykdytus
masinius ziaurumus ir bausmiy uz juos taikymo rezultatai yra ne maziau apgailétini, tad
like nenubausti masiniy nusikaltimuy iniciatoriai ir vykdytojai gali ramiai testi savo juodus
darbus. Svarbu ir tai, kad teisingos bausmés bei adekvataus moralinio jvertinimo nega-
ve praeities nusikaltimai linke pasikartoti. Pavyzdziui, galima jzvelgti tiesioginj rysj tarp
fakto, kad komunizmo nusikaltimai, kaip ir pati marksistiné ideologija, skirtingai nuo na-
cizmo, iSskyrus menkas iSimtis, taip ir liko visuotinai nepasmerkti, o ju vykdytojai - ne-
nubausti, ir dabartiniy, jau dokumentuoty, Rusijos vykdomy nusikaltimy ZzmoniSkumui
Ukrainoje. Tai vercia persvarstyti ir istorijos politikos, jgyvendinamos postsovietiniame
regione, veiksminguma ir prasminguma, ypac, kai ja linkstama iSmoningai manipuliuo-
ti turint priesingy taikiam tarptautiniam bendradarbiavimui tiksly. Tai ir buvo padaryta
LGGRTC vykusioje konferencijoje ir ja lydéjusiose diskusijose.

ISinumerj, deja, nepateko dél didelio uzimtumo taip ir likes neparengtas jdomus konfe-
rencijoje praneSima skaiciusios baltarusiy istorikés, Europos humanitarinio universiteto
profesorés dr. Irinos Ramanavos tekstas, skirtas politiniam ,baltarusiy tautos genocido*
instrumentalizavimui 2020 m. Baltarusijoje vykusiy masiniy protesty kontekste, ir du lie-
tuviy praneséjy - Vilniaus Gaono zZydy istorijos muziejaus darbuotojos Danutés Selc¢inska-
jos ir Teresés Birutés Burauskaités - pranesimai apie zydy gelbétojus Lietuvoje (Tuskulé-
ny rimties parko konferencijy centre renginio metu veiké ir pasaulio teisuoliy istorijoms
skirta foto bei dokumenty paroda), suteikiantys viltj, kad net ir baisiausiomis aplinkybémis
zmoniSkumas gali buti iSsaugotas. Tuo tarpu prof. dr. Rasa Cepaitiené (LGGRTC) gilinosi j
europinés istorijos politikos raidos bei kaitos kontekstus ir genocidy vieta juose. Sio pra-
nesimo pagrindu parengtame straipsnyje placiau analizuojamas politinis Holokausto i§-
naudojimas ir jo konkurencija su komunistiniy nusikaltimy auky jamzinimo pastangomis,
pasireiSkusiomis buvusiose posocialistinése ir posovietinése Salyse. Autoré konstatuoja,
kad pokarinéje Europoje pasiektas vadinamasis ,Niurnbergo konsensusas” Vidurio Ryty
Europos valstybiy totalitarine patirtj linksta laikyti veikiau konkurentu, o ne lygiaverciu
dialogo dalyviu Europos Sgjungoje jsivyravusiam ,Holokausto kaip didZiausios Zmonijos
tragedijos” ir ,nacizmo kaip absoliutaus blogio” naratyvui. Dél to iki Siol kyla daug nesusi-
pratimy ir konflikty su nacionaline XX a. vidurio ir antrosios pusés istorijos perspektyva,
pastaraisiais metais vis labiau pastebimy ir Lietuvos vieSojoje erdvéje.

Politinis masiniy nusikaltimy auky atminties inaudojimas (o daznai ir piktnaudoji-
mas) linkes palikti nuosalyje ir klausima, kas gi su jomis isties nutiko ir kokias ilgalaikes
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pasekmes tai turi iStisy karty ir visuomeniy gyvenimams. Sj klausima nagrinéja dr. Parvin
Ahanchi, kurios tekste méginama suderinti, atrodyty, nesuderinamus dalykus - asmeni-
nj patirty ziaurumy liudijima ir Salta akademinj ju tyrima bei analize. Tuo tarpu dr. Azimo
Malikovo tekstas, skirtas Uzbekistano istorijos politikos apzvalgai ir stalininiy represi-
ju muziejaus TaSkente analizei, atskleidzia, kaip ankstesnio rezimo nusikaltimai yra re-
flektuojami ir panaudojami visuomenéje, kurioje jsigaléjo naujasis autoritarizmas. Jeigu
uzbeky patirtis Siuo atzvilgiu biity gana artima kity posovietiniy Saliy patirtims siekiant
atsiriboti nuo sovietmecio, tai dr. Aleksejaus Kamenskich atliktas tyrimas rodyty, kad Ru-
sijoje nei anksciau, nei zlugus SSSR nepavyko vienareikSmiskai pasmerkti komunizmo
nusikaltimy, o stalininiy represijy atmintis po tam tikro svyravimu laikotarpio, kai ji lyg ir
buvo pradéta pripazinti net ir oficialiu lygmeniu, dabar veél grubiai stumiama is vieSosios
erdveés, o Salyje intensyvéja restalinizacija. Galiausiai dr. Hanos Bazenovos i$ Liublino Vi-
durio Europos tyrimy instituto ir nepriklausomo tyréjo dr. Jurijaus LatySo straipsniai gili-
nasi j dabartines Ukrainos Zmogiskasias bei kulturines netektis ir galimybes jas traktuo-
ti naudojant genocido sgvoka. Sis klausimas, kaip Zinia, yra sukéles nemenkas eksperty
diskusijas. Kai kurie jy dalyviai Siuos ziaurumus linke vertinti per jus ad bellum ir jus in
bello rémus, todél daro iSvada, kad jvykdyti veiksmai téra atsitiktiniai ir iS anksto nepla-
nuoti smurto atvejai. Taciau kita mokslininky grupé siuos smurtinius jvykius analizuoja
per genocido termino perspektyva, ivesdama juos j platesnj istorinj, politinj ir kultturinj
kontekstg, susijusj su visapusiska Rusijos agresija pries Ukraina. H. BaZenovos straipsnis
prisideda prie pastarosios tyrimy krypties, siekdamas iSnagrinéti karo nusikaltimus, ku-
riuos Rusijos kariuomeneé vykdo pries Ukrainos gyventojus plataus masto konflikto metu,
ir nustatyti genocidiniy ketinimy poZymius Zvelgiant per istorine ir juridine prizmes. Be
to, straipsnyje nagrinéjamas ir sistemingas Salies kultiiros paveldo naikinimas, kuris gali
buiti vertinamas kaip ketinimo bent i$ dalies sunaikinti ukrainiecius kaip tautine grupe,
saugoma JT konvencijos dél kelio uzkirtimo genocido nusikaltimui ir baudimo uZ jj, jrody-
mas. Tuo tarpu J. LatySas jtikinamai susieja dabar Ukrainoje putinistinio rezimo daromus
nusikaltimus su jo idéjinio pirmtako - stalinizmo - 1932-1933 m. ten vykdytu Holodo-
moru, kuris, kaip ir dabar, buvo nukreiptas pries galimybe suformuoti ir jtvirtinti politine
ukrainieciy nacija.

Konferencijoje svarstytos temos, dalis kuriy buvo iSplétota skaitytojy démesiui patei-
kiamame Zurnalo numeryije, leidZia nubrézti tiesiogines ir glaudZias sasajas tarp istorijo-
je vykusiy nusikaltimy Zmoniskumui ir dabarties genocidiniy praktiky. Saliy politika jy
atzvilgiu gali skirtis, taciau politinis istorijos panaudojimas, kurj liudyty ir ¢ia iSsamiau
aptariami atvejai, ne visuomet veda prie Siy tragisky jvykiy saziningo apmastymo, kalty-
ju nubaudimo ar atgailos arba podiktaturiniy visuomeniy susitaikymo pastangy, veikiau
priesingai. Nors esama valstybiy, savo politinj ir pilietinj tapatuma grindzianciy patirtu
genocidu (Zinomiausi atvejai - Armenija, Izraelis, i§ dalies ir Ukraina bei Kazachstanas),
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taiau, kaip rodyty jvairiy genocidy tarptautinio (ne)pripazinimo peripetijos, tai daznai
neveda prie empatijos ir jautrumo kity tauty patirtam skausmui. Si litdna padétis geno-
cido tyréjus ar kolektyvinio smurto atminties vietose dirbancius edukatorius galéty vesti
i neviltj ir bejégiSkuma, taciau nereikéty nuleisti ranky, nes senaties termino neturi ne
tik jvykdyti nusikaltimai, bet ir musy, kaip profesionaliy istoriky, pareiga juos pazinti ir
suprasti siekiant taikos.

Dr. Rasa Cepaitiené
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XX a. penktajame deSimtmetyje Vakary teisiniame ir intelektualiniame diskursuose is-
sikristalizavusios ,genocido” ir ,nusikaltimy Zmoniskumui“ sgvokos iki Siol aktyviai is-
naudojamos jvairiose vidaus politinése kovose ir tarptautiniuose santykiuose (ryskiausi
pavyzdziai - Holokaustas ir ukrainie¢iy Holodomoras), o tai susije ir su istorijos politikos
sritimi. Per pastaruosius dvide$imt mety Europoje Sajungos (ES) istorijos politikoje radosi
reikSmingy poky¢iy, nulemty ir ES plétros j Rytus, ir pacios ES vaidmens pasaulyje kai-
tos.Jeigu XX a. septintajame-astuntajame desimtmeciais Vakary Vokietijoje susiformavo
ir devintajame-desimtajame deSimtmeciais ES mastu buvo jtvirtintas naratyvas, kurio
centre atsiduré Holokaustas, kaip savo masteliu ir padariniais unikalus pasaulio istori-
joje jvykis, tai su 2004 m. ES plétros banga jis sulauké i$sukio i naujyjy Sajungos nariy.
Pastarieji pasiulé vienodai traktuoti naciy ir soviety totalitarizmus, lygiai vertinant ir pir-
muyjy, ir antryjy padarytus nusikaltimus, taigi Gulaga prilyginti Holokaustui. Tai Europos
istorijos politika paverté komplikuotesne ir paveikesne nariy vidaus nesutarimams bei
nesusikalbéjimui.

Straipsnio tikslas - iSsamiau aptarti ,genocido” savokos teisinj ir politinj iSnaudojima
besiformuojancios Europos Bendrijos intelektualiniame diskurse, susijusiame su istori-
jos politikos esminiais postulatais. Taip pat apibrézti iSSukius, kuriuos jam meta naujos
geopolitinés aplinkybés, pradedant Soviety Sgjungos zlugimu ir baigiant Rusijos 2022 m.
pradéta karine invazija j Ukraing. Galiausiai iSsamiau aptariamos naujausios intelektu-
alinés - postkolonijiniy studijy ir Zmogaus teisiy - tendencijos, besikésinancios j nusi-
stovéjusias europinés istorijos politikos nuostatas net ir pacioje Vokietijoje, kuri buvo jy
formavimo ir globalaus diegimo lyderé. Daroma iSvada, kad, nepaisant méginimy rasti sa-
lycio tasky ir kompromisy tarp skirtingy atminciy modeliy, deja, pasiekti visus tenkinantj
konsensusa Siuo metu nepavyksta ir vargu ar kada nors pavyks.

Reiksminiai Zodziai: istorijos politika, Holokaustas, Gulagas, genocidai.
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Jzanga

XX a. SeStajame deSimtmetyje Vakary teisiniame ir intelektualiniame diskursuose issi-
kristalizavusi ,genocido” savoka ilgainiui pasirodé esanti pakankamai produktyvi siekiant
suprasti praeitj, dabartj ir, deja, ateitj. Ypa¢ XX a. pabaigoje ir XXI a. pradzioje genocido
studijos, kuriy démesio centre atsidiiré Holokaustas, iSsiplété tiek istoriskai, tiek geogra-
fiskai, apimdamos ankstesnius laikotarpius, naujus Zemynus ir naujus atvejus’. Taciau
nuolat besipleciantis geografinis ir teminis Sios savokos taikymo laukas taip pat iSryskino
klausimus, kylancius ja vartojant teisinéje, akademinéje ir politinéje srityse. Akivaizdu,
kad tai sukélé neiSvengiama jtampa tarp sustabaréjusiy ir nelanksciy juridiniy Sios sa-
vokos apibrézéiy ir daugiaaspektés brutaliy masiniy nusikaltimy realybés, kuria moksli-
ninkai tyrinéja pasitelkdami tokias sritis kaip kriminologija, istorija, antropologija, teise,
smurto, kary ir ginkluoty konflikty studijos, propagandos tyrimai, ly¢iy studijos, idéju is-
torijairt.t. Be to, kaip yra pastebéje Sios srities ekspertai, ,teisinés ir politinés pasekmeés ir
nauda, kurig davé ,pasiektas genocido statusas’, tapo stipriu postamiu apie istorinius jvy-
kius kalbéti remiantis pernelyg supaprastintu dualistiniu budu - ,genocidas ar ne”, kuris
susilaukeé stipraus politinio spaudimo Taigi dél Sios temos opumo genocidai ir masiniai
nusikaltimai niekada nebuvo ir dabar néra ta tema, kuria tyrinéjant siekiama vien nesa-
liskumo ir objektyvumo. Sios sgvokos itin aktyviai iSnaudojamos jvairiuose politiniuose
kontekstuose ir tarptautiniuose santykiuose (rySkiausi pavyzdziai - Holokaustas ir ukrai-
nie¢iy Holodomoras), o tai atveda mus prie jy vartojimo istorijos politikos srityje naciona-
liniu ir tarptautiniu lygiu klausimo.

Per pastaruosius dvideSimt mety Europos istorijos politikoje jvyko reikSmingu pokyciy,
kuriuos lémé ir ES plétra j Rytus, ir pacios ES vaidmens pasaulyje kaita®. XX a. aStuntaja-
me-devintajame deSimtmeciais Vakary Vokietijoje susiformaves ir devintajame-deSim-
tajame deSimtmeciais ES mastu jtvirtintas naratyvas (vadinamasis ,Niurnbergo konsen-
susas*), kurio centre atsidaré Holokaustas, savo apimtimi ir padariniais buvo suvoktas
kaip unikalus pasaulio istorijoje jvykis. Taciau su 2004 m. ES plétros banga Sis naratyvas

1 Uztenka pazvelgti | daugybe zurnaly, skirty vien $iai temai, tokiy kaip Holocaust and Genocide Studies (pradétas
leisti 1986 m.), Genocide Studies and Prevention (pradétas leisti 1994 m.) ir Journal of Genocide Research (pradétas leisti
1999 m), arba enciklopedijy, tokiy kaip Jacques Sémelin Encyclopédie en ligne des violences de masse (2008 m.) ir
Violence de masse et Résistance - Réseau de recherche (2008 m.) (https://www. sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-mas-
sacre-resistance) arba Israel W. Charnyi Encyclopedia of Genocide (2000 m.), Donald Bloxham ir Anthony Dirk Moses
The Oxford Handbook of Genocide Studies (2010 m.) bei Jens Meierhenrich Genocide: A Reader (2014) etc.

2 Andrea Graziosi and Frank E. Sysyn, ,Introduction. Genocide and Mass Categorical Violence®, in: Genocide. The
Power and Problems of a Concept, ed. by A. Grazioci and F. E. Sysyn, McGill-Queen's University Press, 2022, p. 3.

3 Arnercen Munep, ,BBemeHue. Bomneiire riepeMeHEBl. YTO HOBOTO B IIONIUTHKE MIAMATU U B ee W3yueHuu?', in:
TTonumuxa namsamu 8 cospemeHHoU Poccuu u cmpaHax BocmouHoU E8poribl. AKMOpbl, UHCMUMYMbl, HAppamuebl:
KomekmusHas MoHorpagus, oz per,. A. Muitepa, [I. Ebpemenko, CaHkT-ITetep6ypr: EI'Y, 2020, c. 8.

4 Michele Battini, The Missing Italian Nuremberg. Cultural Amnesia and Postwar Politics, Palgrave MacMillan, 2007,
pp. 115-124.
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sulauke i$$ukio i$ naujyjy ES nariy. Nors pokomunistinéms Vidurio ir Ryty Europos (VRE)
valstybéms buvo iskelta ,minkstoji“ stojimo j ES salyga - konsoliduoti jy nacionaline at-
mintj apie Holokausta ir uztikrinti Zydiskojo paveldo iSsaugojima, - ir kurj laika jos imitavo
ir ,auky ir kanciy“ naratyvui, kuris spontaniskai jose susiformavo jau Zlungant Soviety
Sajungai ar i$ karto po to. Pastarasis sitilé vienodai traktuoti naciy ir soviety rezimus, taip
pat vertinant ir pirmyjy, ir antryjy padarytus nusikaltimus zmoniskumui, taigi Gulaga
prilyginti Holokaustui®. Sios nevisuomet tiesiai iSreiskiamos prietaros Europos istorijos
politika veikiai paverté komplikuotesne ir paveikesne nariy vidaus nesutarimams bei ne-
susikalbéjimui. O pastaraisiais metais ES ir jos valstybiu nariy istorijos politika dar labiau
komplikavo j Sia sritj jsiverZe postkolonializmo ir Zmogaus teisiy diskursai. Kaip ir kodél
susidaré $i padétis ir prie kokiy rezultaty ji atvedé?

Atsizvelgiant i §j reikSminga klausima, straipsnio tikslas - iSsamiau aptarti ,genocido*
savokos teisinj ir politinj iSnaudojima besiformuojancios Europos Bendrijos intelektuali-
niame diskurse, susijusiame su propaguojamos istorijos politikos esminiais principais, ir
apibrézti isSukius, kuriuos jam meta naujos geopolitinés aplinkybés, pradedant ES plétra
i Rytus ir baigiant Rusijos 2022 m. pradéta karine invazija j Ukraing bei 2023 m. prasidéju-
siu konfliktu tarp Izraelio ir Palestinos.

Europietiskosios istorijos politikos iStakos

Vienas pirmuyjy ,darbo su praeitimi” sgvoka 1959 m. pavartojo Frankfurto mokyklos socio-
logas Theodoras Adorno, kritiSkai apmastydamas diktatiroms budingy represiniy prak-
tiky priezastis ir padarinius®. Pastangos analizuoti ir formuoti susitaikymo su praeitimi
patirtj visuomeneése, kuriose anksc¢iau dominavo valstybés organizuota ir palaikoma tero-
ro sistema, buvo pagrindiné Sio darbo idéja. Per kelis deSimtmecius po Antrojo pasaulinio
karo pabaigos buvo imtasi gana jvairiy priemoniy, skirty susitvarkyti su dramatiska XX a.
Europos praeitimi. Visuomeneése, siekianciose jveikti autoritarinj ar totalitarinj palikima,
represinés praeities pervertinimo procesai gali apimti ne tik jvairias socialines-politines,
kultarines, istorines, SvieCiamasias iniciatyvas, bet ir skirtingas teisines ar administraci-
nes priemones, geriau Zinomas kaip pereinamojo laikotarpio teisingumo priemonés’. Per-
einamojo laikotarpio teisingumas paprastai suprantamas kaip jvairus teisiniai mechaniz-
mai, kuriais Salys, siekiancios kurti savo socialinj ir politinj gyvenima nauju demokratiniu

5 Kristen Ghodsee, ,A Tale of “Two Totalitarianisms”: The Crisis of Capitalism and the Historical Memory of Commu-
nism History of the Present”, in: A Journal of Critical History, 2014, Vol. 4, No. 2, pp. 115-142.

6 Theodor W. Adorno, Critical Models: Interventions and Catchwords, New York: Columbia University Press, 2005,
pp. 89-103.

7 Ruti G. Teitel, Transitional Justice, New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.
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ir teisiniu pagrindu, bando nubausti uz nusikaltimus atsakingus asmenis ir reaguoti j sis-
temingus ankstesniy rezimy zmogaus teisiy pazeidimus®.

Kaip Zinome, pirmoji reikSminga pereinamojo laikotarpio teisingumo patirtis Siuolai-
kinéje istorijoje buvo plataus masto denacifikacijos programa, kuria pokario Vokietijoje
vykdé antihitlerineés koalicijos sgjungininkai. Denacifikacija, kuria visy pirma inicijavo ir
pradéjo JAV, apémeé Vokietijos nacionalsocialistinés darbininkuy partijos (VNDP) likvida-
vima, visy kity nacistiniy, su nacistais susijusiy ar jiems pavaldziy organizacijy uzdrau-
dima; vokieciy valdininky ir valstybés tarnautojy filtravima; archyvy perzitrg; penkiy
lygmeny sankcijy pries nacistus jvedima, taip pat darbo apribojimus demaskuotiems
VNDP aktyvistams ir nacistinés ideologijos pasalinima i$ vieSosios erdvés ir visy socia-
liniy institucijy®. Buvo atsaukti visi nacistinio rezimo priimti jstatymai, kuriais buvo sie-
kiama jj sustiprinti, jskaitant jstatymus dél rasés. Buvo uzdaryti visy instancijy teismai
ir vél atidaryti tik isfiltravus teisétvarkos personalg. Buvo jvestas draudimas bet kokiose
komercinése struktirose j vadovaujamas pareigas skirti buvusius nacistus. Taip pat vi-
sais lygmenimis buvo denacifikuota Svietimo sistema. Amerikieciai pasirtpino, kad ju
pradéta denacifikacija bty vykdoma visose keturiose okupacinése zonose. Taciau ka-
dangi vokieCiy visuomené j JAV denacifikacijos iniciatyvas zvelgé nelabai palankiai, uz
ja atsakingos Vokietijos institucijos taiké nuosaikesnes bausmes ir vertinimus. Tai, kad
délvyraujancio teisinio chaoso ir korupcijos daznai buvo skiriamos simbolinés bausmeés
tikriesiems nacistams ir tikros bausmés formaliems hitlerinio rezimo réméjames, greitai
Si procesa vokieciy akyse diskreditavo. Dél vidiniy sgjungininky nesutarimuy ir prasidé-
jusio Saltojo karo denaficikacijos procesas veikiai tapo neefektyvus ir jj skubéta uzbaigti
iki 1948-1949 m.

Taigi ankstyvoji pokariné Vokietijos denacifikacija buvo gana pavirsutiniska. IS esmés
dauguma vokieciy apsiribojo Adolfo Hitlerio rezimo ir jo parankiniy pasmerkimu, tac¢iau
nesijauté kaip nors susije su jo padarytais nusikaltimais (panasiai pokarinés Pranctzijos
istorijos politikoje buvo vengiama prisiminti Visi reZzima ir paciy pranctzy bendrininka-
vima su vokieciy okupantais, stengiantis maksimaliai iSplésti antinacistinés rezistenci-
jos gretas??). Svarbiausias jos rezultatas buvo ai$kus ir nedviprasmiskas nacistinio rezimo
administracinis, teisinis ir politinis pasmerkimas, kuriam visuomené i$ esmés pritaré.
Susiklosciusi padétis kai kuriuos vokieciy intelektualus ilgainiui priverté kritikuoti Salyje

8 Ruti G. Teitel, Globalizing Transitional Justice. Contemporary Essays, Oxford University Press, 2013, p. xii.

®  Eprenus Jle3uHa, XX geK: Mpopabomka IMpoulioro. IIpakmuxu Iepexo0Horo rmpasocyous U IMONUMUKAa Iamsamu
6 Oblewux dukmamypax, IepmaHus, Poccus, cmpaHbl LleHmpanbHou u BocmouHot Eeportbl, Mocksa: HJIO, 2023,
. 32-160; Francis Graham-Dixon, The Allied Occupation of Germany: The Refugee Crisis, Denazification and the Path
to Reconstruction, 1. B. Tauris, 2013; Mikkel Dack, Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany, Cambridge Univeristy
Press, 2023.

1 Henry Rousseau, Le syndrome de Vichy de 1944 a nos jours, Paris: Seuil, 1990.
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jsivyravusj moralinj klimata. Karlas Jaspersas®, o véliau ir Theodoras Adorno* éme kelti
klausima apie kolektyvine vokieciy kalte - t. y. reikalauti atsakomybés ne tik iS konkre-
¢iy karo nusikaltéliy, bet ir i$ visos tautos. Taciau nacionalsocializmo ir Holokausto, kaip
dominuojancio naratyvo, temuy susiformavimas ir jtvirtinimas Vokietijos istorijos poli-
tikos lauke parodé, kad Sis procesas anaiptol nebuvo vienalytis ar visuomet sklandus®.
Tuo metu, kai soviety satelité VDR sukureé ir jtvirtino ,antifasistinés” valstybés mitg, VFR
nuéjo ilga kelig nuo zydy genocido temos ignoravimo ir vokiec¢iy visuomenés atsako-
mybés uz ji nutyléjimo pirmajame pokario desSimtmetyje, kai labiau rupéjo iSgyvenimo
ir ekonomikos atgaivinimo reikalai, per skirtingy ideologiniy stovykly atstovy gincus,
kuriuose, siekdami padaryti nacionalsocializma kertiniu vokieciy istorinés samonés
elementu, SeStajame-septintajame deSimtmeciais bene reikSmingiausia vaidmenj
suvaidino istorikai ir publicistai, iki savotiSko sgmonés lizio 1968 m. jvykiy kontekste,
kai dél kairiyjy ir antifaSistiniy sroviy inicijuoty socialiniy debaty ir jy paskatinty ne-
ramumy buvo intensyviau imtasi vokieciy savimonés performavimo ir gydymo, gristo
kolektyvine kalte, atgaila ir kompensacijomis aukoms. ,Istorijos jveikos” programa, pra-
déta Vokietijos kanclerio socialdemokrato Willio Brandto, kurio Zzymusis atsiklaupimas
Varsuvos Zydy gete 1970 m. gruodzio 7 d. prieSais paminkla geto sukiléliams buvo placiai
nusviestas ziniasklaidoje, aprépé jvairiausias gyvenimo sritis, nuo Svietimo iki memo-
rialinés kultiros, o j ja buvo jlieta daug energijos ir intelektiniy bei finansiniy istekliy.
Bitent tuo metu buvo padétas pagrindas keliems véliau nekvestionuojamais tapusiems
postulatams (vadinamajam ,Niurnbergo konsensusui®), kurie netrukus pasklido Euro-
pos ir pasauliniu mastu:

1) kad Holokaustas yra unikalus Zmonijos istorijoje reiskinys, kuriam neprilygo ir ne-
prilygs joks kitas praeities ar ateities etninis valymas ar genocidas;

2) kad nacionalsocialistinis laikotarpis taip neigiamai paveiké vokie¢iy savivoka, kad ji
privalo buti performuota, priimant postnacionalizmo koncepcija arba tai, k3 filosofas ir
sociologas Jiirgenas Habermasas yra pavadines ,konstituciniu patriotizmu‘. Sis, sekant
JAV ar Pranciizijos pavyzdzZiu ir atsisakius etniniy apibréZ¢iy, privaléjo buti gristas univer-
saliomis laisvés ir demokratijos vertybémis.

1 Karl Jaspers, Kaltés klausimas", in: Gério konturai. IS XX a. uZsienio etikos, Vilnius: Mintis, 1989, p. 261-280. Sioje
1946 m. iSleistoje knygoje vokieciy filosofas ir psichiatras siekeé padéti vokieciams, kuriuos glumino Antrojo pasau-
linio karto ir Holokausto padariniai, atsakyti j klausimus: ,Kaip atsitiko, kad mes tame dalyvavome?*, ,Jeigu as nieko
nenuzudziau, ar vis tiek esu kaltas dél to, kas nutiko Zydams?“irt. t. Stengdamasis iSvengti to, ka jis pavadino ,tauska-
lais apie kalte", Jaspersas iSskyré keturias kaltés formas: teising, politine, moraliné ir metafiziné.

2 Teomop AIOPHO, YTO 03HaUAET «ITpOpaboTKa ITPOIIIOToy”, in: HermpukocHogeHHbiU 3artac, 2005, N2 40-41, ¢. 36-46.

B Stefan Berger, Christoph Conrand, The Past as History. National Identity and Historical Consciousness in Modern
Europe, Palgrave MacMillan, 2015, pp. 321-322.

“  Jan-Werner Muller, Kim Lane Scheppele, ,Constitutional Patriotism: An Introduction’, in: International Journal of
Constitutional Law, 2007, No. 6, pp. 67-71.
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Bégant laikui taip pat buvo jvykdyta vokieciy tapatybés ir vieSosios erdvés denacifika-
cija, performuota savimoneé ir sutvirtintas kolektyvinés kaltés ir atsakomybés jausmas.
Buvo meéginimy net VokKietijos istorija perrasyti iS postnacionalinés perspektyvos, pa-
bréziant jos vesternizacijos procesg, esa vykusj nuo pat XIII a.** O po 1990 m. spalio 3 d.
jvykusio abieju Vokietijy susijungimo Sios tendencijos dar labiau sustipréjo, nors biuta ir
nedrasiy pastangy perzengti naujai jtvirtintus ideologinius tabu, primenant, kad ir pa-
tys vokieciai buvo nacizmo aukos, bent jau kai kurie i$ jy. Vokietijos istorinés atminties ir
kolektyvinio tapatumo performavimas, taip pat 1950 m. prasidéjes Europos vienijimosi
procesas buvo suvokiami kaip vaistas nuo krastutinés deSinés ir militarizmo recidyvy. I1-
gainiui europietiskoji istorijos politika net jgavo nekvestionuojamo kanono arba katekiz-
mo bruozy®, savo raiska artimy kitoje Europos puséje — Rusijoje - plétojamai istorijos po-
litikai, kurioje taip pat vyrauja iS sovietmecio paveldétas nekvestionuojamas ,didZiosios
pergalés’, fasizmo kaip absoliutaus blogio“ir ,tarybiniy Zmoniy pasiaukojimo® naratyvas.
Taigi, nepaisant akivaizdziy kokybiniy skirtumy, dabartinés Vakary ir Rusijos istorijos
politikas stebétinai vienija bendras bruozas - atminties naratyvy polinkis i ,aukséiausio
laipsnio* retoriniy figlry (superliatyvy) vartojima, kurj galima buty pavadinti superliaty-
vine atminties politika.

Vokietijos denacifikacija tapo visy pereinamojo laikotarpio teisingumo priemoniy, vé-
liau jgyvendinty jvairiose pasaulio Salyse, pirmtake ir modeliu?. VakarietiSko atminties
modelio iStakos - 1946 m. Niurnbergo procesas, kuriame nacizmas buvo Tarptautinio
karo nusikaltimy tribunolo pasmerktas kaip antihumaniska ideologija, atvedusi prie itin
sunkiy nusikaltimy ZmoniSkumui*. Po jo kai kurios Salys, ypac tos, kuriose iki 1945 m. eg-
zistavo fasistiniai arba profasistiniai rezimai, j savo teiséktra jsivedé normas, smerkian-
Cias fasizma ir draudZiancias faSistines partijas, judéjimus ir simbolika. Ilgametis ir nuo-
seklus vokieciy darbas istorijos politikos srityje, vadinamas Vergangenheitsbewaltigung
(praeities jveika) ir Aufarbeitung der Vergangenheit (darbas su praeitimi), imtas laikyti
pavyzdiniu, sektinu ir kitose Europos Salyse. Tai tapo itin aktualu laikotarpiu, kai Vidurio
ir Ryty Europoje (VRE) prasidéjo socialistiniy rezimuy griatis, kurios galop nei$vengé ir So-
viety Sgjunga. XX a. devintajame deSimtmetyje taip pat zlugo dauguma Lotyny Amerikos
kariniy diktatury ir nelanksciy, autoritariniy Rytu Azijos vyriausybiy, 0 1994 m. Piety Af-
rikoje kolapsa patyré apartheido rezimas. Visi Sie jvykiai ir XX a. paskutinio deSimtmecio
Jugoslavijos krizé sukeélé didelj susidoméjima ,susitaikymu su praeitimi“, Zmogaus teisiy

5 Heinrich A. Winkler, Germany: The Long Road West: Vol. 2:1933-1990, Oxford University Press, 2007.

6 Anthony D. Moses, ,The German Catechism’, in: Geschichte der Gegenwart, in: <https://geschichtedergegenwart.ch/
the-german-catechism/>, [2021-05-23].

¥ Encyclopedia of Transitional Justice, ed. by L. Stan and N. Nedelsky, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015, 1, 11,
11 Vol

8 Frederick Taylor, Exorcising Hitler. The Occupation and Denazification of Germany, Bloomsbury, 2013.
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pazeidimy ir kity diktattary jvykdyty nusikaltimy istorija, taip pat iskilo klausimas dél
kompensacijy ty nusikaltimy aukoms bei jy reabilitacijos. I §j darba jsitrauke ir vis dau-
giau jtakingy tarptautiniy NVO, dél kuriy veiklos ,atsiskaitymo uZ praeitj“ tema tapo ir
svarbia pasaulio politikos dalimi.

Pasibaigus Saltojo karo sisteminei konfrontacijai zmogaus teisiy klausimas atsidaré
tarptautiniy santykiy démesio centre ir palaipsniui jgavo ideologiniy bruozy. Cia su-
sipyné ne tik moraliniai imperatyvai (,daugiau niekada“), bet ir likes¢iai dél sékmingo
visuomeniy vystymosi. Siuo pagrindu vykes atminties europietinimas, pirmiausia su-
vokiamas kaip savo visuomeniy kaltés uz Holokausto nusikaltimus atradimas ir atgailos
siekis®, vedé prie kosmopolitineés istorijos politikos, susirupinusios ,kritinio patriotiz-
mo” diegimu, akcentuojanciu ne slovingus, bet veikiau gédingus praeities epizodus, o
tai kirtosi su iki tol VRE dominavusiu nacionaliniu ,kovy ir kan¢iy” naratyvu. Kita vertus,
kosmopolitinés atminties diegéjai buvo jsitikine, kad buitina sukurti virSnacionalinius,
tradicinius tarpetninius konfliktus ir prieSiSkuma pranokstancius istorinius pasakoji-
mus, o tai ilgainiui virto bendry istorijos vadovéliy rasymo ir kity panasiy projekty jigy-
vendinimu?. Sis, ES vir§unése jtvirtintas, kosmopolitinis santykis su nacionalinémis
Europos XX a. istorijomis daug kur iki Siol laitkomas normatyviniu ir universaliu ,vaistu
nuo blogio“®, kuris uZgozia, marginalizuoja ar paneigia alternatyvius poziurius ir pir-
menybe teikia ,teisingiems” praeities vertinimams, kartu pasmerkdamas ,klaidingus".
Paradoksalu, kad jis pirmiausia jsitvirtino Vakary Europos Salyse, atstovaujanciose de-
mokratijai ir nuomoniy jvairovei. Ta¢iau $is vidinis prieStaravimas kaipmat buvo pri-
dengtas jsitikinimu, kad moraliniai praeities valdymo aspektai yra svarbesni nei aka-
deminiai, kurie Siuo atveju laikomi antraeiliais. Nors 1986-1987 m. vykusiame vokieciy
Historikerstreit (istoriky dispute) nukaltas ,istorijos politikos® (Geschichtspolitik) termi-
nas i$ pradziy turéjo neigiama reik§me??, pasikeitus geopolitinéms aplinkybéms jis vis
dazniau pradétas sieti su poautoritariniy visuomeniy demokratizavimo pastangomis.
Manyta, kad kolektyviné atmintis yra liberaliai demokratinés pilietinés visuomenés
veikimo sritis. Tikétasi, kad konfliktai, kylantys dél skirtingy praeities interpretacijy,
téra laikina buklé, galiausiai turinti atvesti prie suderintos pozicijos kuriant bendra, abi
oponenty puses tenkinantj pasakojima, skirta praeities skriaudoms bei nuoskaudoms

¥ Anengza AccMaH, JNUHHAS meHb Mpowsioro: MemMopuaibHas Kylbmypa u UcCmopu4eckas ITonumuka, MocKBa:
HIJIO, 2014; Ljiljana Radoni¢, ,Post-Communist Invocation of Europe: Memorial museums' Narratives and the
Europeanization of Memory", in: National identities, 2017, Vol. 19, No. 2, pp. 269-288.

20 Ana Bull, Hans Hansen, ,On Agonistic Memory", in: Memory Studies, 2016, Vol. 9 (4), pp. 390-404.

2 Tzvetan Todorov, ,Memory as a Remedy for Evil’, in: Journal of International Criminal Justice, 2009, Vol. 7, No. 3,
pp. 447-462.

2 Anercer Mwuuiep, ,BBefieHue. Bonblie mepeMeHbl. YTO HOBOTO B IIOJIUTHKE MaMATH U B ee U3ydeHuun?’, in:
Ionumuka namamu 8 cospemeHHoU Poccuu u cmpaHax BocmoyHoU E8porTbl. AKMOopbl, UHCMUMYMbL, Happamuebl:
KomnekmugHas MoHorpagus, o pen. A. V. Munepa, 1. B. EbpeMerko, CankT-I[Tetep6ypr: ET'Y, 2020, c. 10.
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jveikti. Totalitarinei praeiciai tyrinéti, jvertinti ir jveikti taip pat buvo sukurta gausybé
tarptautiniy bei nacionaliniy institucijy ir priemoniy, tiek vyriausybiniy, tiek visuo-
meniniy. Pagrindiniu ju tikslu tapo siekis praeities Ziaurumuy atminima paversti taikos
uztikrinimo priemone dabartyje ir ateityje?. Taciau Sio, pripazinkime, idealistinio ir
ganétinai naivaus poziurio susidurimas su nacionalinémis VRE Saliy istorijos politiko-
mis ES plétros kontekste veikiai atskleidé jo trakumus ir spragas. Tiesa, bent kurj laika
Sis konfliktas isliko veikiau latentinis, nes posocialistinio regiono Salys, besitikédamos
greiciau jstoti i ES, imitavo vakarieciy kosmopolitinio istorijos kanono, kaip ,bendraeu-
ropietiskos vertybés®, perémima?*. Vis délto, laikui bégant, tarpusavio nesupratimai tarp
senyjy ir naujyjy ES nariy éme gileéti.

Debatai apie ,du totalitarizmus“

Vengry sociologas Maté Zombory'is teigia, kad ES plétra skatino VRE valstybes kandi-
dates ne tik reaguotij politinés galios lauke jtvirtinta reikalavima pripazinti Holokausto
unikalumag, taciau ir paméginti jam prilyginti komunizmo atmintj?. Tai reiské ir analo-
giskas pastangas ju vertinimy universalizavimo ir kriminalizavimo linkme teigiant, kad
visos totalitarizmy aukos nusipelno buti traktuojamos vienodai, nepaisant jy kanciy
priezasties. Tai, Zinoma, neapsiribojo Gulagu, bet apémeé ir nacionalinio lygmens nusi-
kaltimy zmoniskumui atvejus, tokius kaip ukrainie¢iy 1932-1933 m. Holodomoras ar ,di-
dZigja piktadarybe” vadintas kazachy 1928-1934 m. badas (Asharshylyk), ir kt. Sios dvieju
totalitariniy rezimy suvienodinimo iniciatyvos, pasireiSkusios ne tik nacionaliniu, bet
ir ES lygmeniu, sukélé ir jtakingu Zydy organizacijy, ir Rusijos nepasitenkinima?®. Pasak
ukrainieciy istoriko Georgijaus Kasjanovo, Vidurio Ryty Europoje ,susidaré paradoksali
situacija: viena vertus, posukis prie istorijos ir atminties, butinos saves jtvirtinimui, at-
vedeé prie XIX-XX a. pr. pavyzdzio kultarinio (etninio) nacionalizmo restauravimo. Kita
vertus, ,europietinimas” pagal ES pavyzdj numaté kulturiniy ir politiniy formy, nesusiy
etnonacionalizmo grésme, neutralizavima. Po 1990 m. pagrindinis stimulas buvo ,grj-
Zimas prie Saknuy“, nacionalinés savimonés atkrimas, o po 2000 m. prisidéjo tam tikra
,gynybiné” funkcija, susijusi su siekiu, bunant ES sudétyje, apginti kulturinj savituma,
ypac dalies suvereniteto savanorisko atsisakymo akivaizdoje. Ir kartu parodyti savo is-

2 Aleida Assmann, Linda Shortt, ,Memory and Political Change: Introduction®, in: Memory and Political Change, ed.
by A. Assmann, L. Shortt, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012, p. 1.

24 Ivan Krastev, Stephen Holmes, ,Explaining Eastern Europe: Imitation and its Discontents’, in: Journal of Democra-
cy, 2018, Vol. 29, No. 3, pp. 117-128.

% Maté Zombory, ,The Birth of the Memory of Communism: Memorial Museums in Europe”, in: Nationalities Papers,
2017, Vol. 45, iss. 6, pp. 1028-1046.

2 Laure Neumayer, The Criminalization of Communism in the European Political Space after the Cold War, London,
Routledge, 2018.
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torinés patirties, nepazjstamos Vakary Europai, lygiavertiSkuma, pirmiausia, Zinoma,
kalbant apie patirtas kancias ir praradimus. Abiem atvejais istorijos politikos bendraja
tema tapo komunizmo laiky palikimas“?’. Jis buvo pasitelktas ir pagrindziant savo ,ypa-
tinga istorinj vaidmenj", ir pateisinant ,raidos problemas®, ir konsoliduojantis kovai su
Rusijos neoimperializmu.

Siekdamas kompromiso tarp Siy poziluriy Europos Parlamentas 2006 m. priémé Re-
zoliucijg Nr. 1481 dél totalitariniy komunistiniy reZimy nusikaltimy, raginancig Europos
Taryba oficialiai juos pasmerkti. Taip pat 2009 m. Vilniuje buvo priimta Europos saugu-
mo ir bendradarbiavimo organizacijos (ESBO) Parlamentinés Asambléjos rezoliucija Pa-
dalytosios Europos suvienijimas: Zmogaus teisiy ir pilietiniy laisviy apsauga XXI amziuje
Europos saugumo ir bendradarbiavimo organizacijos (ESBO) regione, kurioje smerkiami
stalininio ir nacistinio rezimy nusikaltimai ir raginama Molotovo-Ribbentropo pakto
pasiraymo dieng paskelbti nacizmo ir stalinizmo auky atminimo diena. Si rezoliucija
bemat sulauké astrios Rusijos diplomaty kritikos?. Taigi nors VRE 3aliy politiky bei in-
telektualy pastangos atkreipti Vakary europieciy démesj j komunizmo nusikaltimus ne-
iSvengiamai susiduré su ES jau stipriai jsitvirtinusia ,vokisSkojo modelio” istorijos politika
ir atminties kultara, akcentuojancia nacizmo nusikaltimus, nelygstama Holokausto tra-
gedija ir ponacionalinés savimonés formavimo poreikius, taciau, bent is pradziy, jiems
pavyko Sioje srityje jgyvendinti keleta reikSmingy iniciatyvy. Minéta rezoliucija Nr. 1481
konstatavo, kad, deja: ,Ne visais atvejais totalitariniy komunistiniy rezimy zlugima Vi-
durio ir Ryty Europoje lydéjo tarptautinis ju nusikaltimy tyrimas. Be to, Siy nusikaltimy
vykdytojai nebuvo teisiami tarptautinés bendruomeneés, kaip kad siaubingy nacionalsoci-
alizmo (nacizmo) nusikaltimy atveju. Taigi visuomenés supratimas, kokie yra totalitariniy
komunistiniy rezimy padaryti nusikaltimai, liko menkas. Kai kuriose salyse komunisty
partijos veikia legaliai ir yra aktyvios, net jei tam tikrais atvejais jos yra neatsiribojusios
nuo ankstesniy totalitariniy komunistiniy rezimy nusikaltimy. Asambléja jsitikinusi, kad
istorijos iSmanymas yra viena i prielaidy ivengti panasiy nusikaltimy ateityje“®. Si re-
zoliucija tapo rimtu argumentu politinéje kovoje Saliy viduje, ypac kalbant apie istorijos
politika, nes minéjo buvusias komunistines partijas ir net numaté tam tikry ,tarptautiniy
organizacijy”, skirty Siems nusikaltimams iSsiaiskinti ir nuteisti, steigima. Dar svarbiau,
kad joje, bene pirmakart taip aiSkiai tokio lygio organizacijos, buvo sulyginti nacistiniai

27 Teopru KacksHOB, YKpauHa u cocedu. Yicmopuueckas rmonumuka 1987-2018, Mocksa: HIIO, 2019, c. 85-86; Georgiy
Kasianov, ,Challenges of Antagonistic memory: Scholars versus Politics and War", in: Memory Studies, 2022, Vol. 15(6),
pp.1295-1298.

28 ESBO Vilniuje pasmerké ir stalinizma, ir nacizma’, in: VzlIt, <https;//wwwxvzlt/archive/straipsnis/2009/07/03/
ESBO_Vilniuje_pasmerke_ir_stalinizma_ir_nacizma2>, [2009-07-03].

2 Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, Resolution No. 1481 (2006), Need for International Condemnation of
Crimes of Totalitarian Communist Regimes, in: <https://pace.coe.int/en/files/17403/html>.
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ir komunistiniai nusikaltimai*®. Nesunku numanyti, kad toks sulyginimas buvo grjstas
integracijos siekiais. Taip VRE traumos buvo pripaZzintos ir pagerbtos bendraeuropiniu
mastu ir tapo ES istorijos politikos dalimi, tuo tarpu Vakary Europai jprastas Holokausto,
kaip didziausio Zzmonijos istorijoje nusikaltimo, modelis imtas diegti ir VRE. Jis turéjo pa-
keisti ten ilgam jtvirtinta i§ esmés antisemitinj stalininj modelj, pagal kurj naciy mirties
stovyklos buvo ne Zydy genocido, o karo nusikaltimy pries ,taikius tarybinius pilie¢ius
vietos. 2007 m. EP vykusiuose debatuose dél bendraeuropinio jstatymo, numatancio
baudziamajj persekiojima uz genocido ir nusikaltimy ZmoniSkumui neigima arba men-
kinima, Baltijos Saliy atstovai pareikalavo j jj jtraukti ir punkta dél komunistiniy rezimy
nusikaltimy neigimo kriminalizavimo, taciau Si iniciatyva nesulauké palaikymo3®. Apie
40 politiky, visuomenés veikéjy, tyréjy ir teisininky 2008 m. parengé kolektyvinj teksta
,Totalitariniy reZimy padaryti nusikaltimai“®, tapusj pamatu tolesniam dviejy XX a. tota-
litariniy rezimy sugretinimui, taip pat, be abejo, turéjo svarbos ir rengiant 2008 m. Prahos
deklaracijg dél Europos sqgZinés ir komunizmo3. Sioje deklaracijoje atkreipiamas démesys
j tai, kad Europa iki Siol per mazai Zino apie komunistiniy rezimy nusikaltimus ir nesu-
vokia jy masto, tad Sis nezinojimas tampa tam tikry perlenkimy bei iSkraipymuy Europos
atmintyje ir istorijos politikoje priezastimi. Pavyzdziui, Cekija jstatymiSkai sulygino naciy,
fasisty ir komunisty ideologijas kaip nusikalstamas ZmoniSkumui, tac¢iau Salyje veikia ne-
reformuota ir net pavadinimo nepakeitusi Cekijos ir Moravijos komunisty partija, kurios
nariy yrair parlamente, ir regiony savivaldoje, ir net Europos Parlamente, mat liustracijos
jstatymas nedraudé komunisty lyderiams dalyvauti demokratiniuose rinkimuose®. Todél
Prahos deklaracijos signatarai reikalavo: ,pripazinti, kad daugelis komunizmo vardu pa-
daryty nusikaltimy turéty buti vertinami kaip nusikaltimai Zmoniskumui, taip jspéjant
ateities kartas, kaip kad naciy nusikaltimai buvo jvertinti Niurnbergo tribunole“®. Taip
pat, ju nuomone, ,bitina suformuluoti bendra pozitrj i totalitariniy rezimy, jskaitant
komunistinius rezimus, nusikaltimus ir plésti visos Europos Zinias apie komunistinius

% §j palyginima pirmoji pasitalé Hannah Arendt 1951 m. leidinyje The Origins of Totalitarianism. The Black Book of
Communism, kurj 1997 m. sudare prancuzy mokslininkai, vadovaujami Stephane Courtois, ir kuris veliau buvo
iSverstas j daugybe kalby. Ji pateikia bendra skirtingu metu skirtinguose Zemynuose vykdyto komunistinio teroro
apzvalga ir nurodo apytikrj auky skaiciy (apie 100 milijonu), kuris kelis kartus virsija kity diktattry auky skai¢iy. Knyga
buvo smarkiai kritikuojama uz tai, kad sausais skaiciais dangsté nacizmo ir komunizmo specifisSkuma.

31 Daugiau skaitykite: Zigmas Vitkus, Atminties miskas. Paneriai istorijoje, kulttiroje ir politikoje, Vilnius: Lapas, 2022.

32 Arfon Rees, ,Managing the History of the Past in the Former Communist States", in: A European Memory? Contested
Histories and Politics of Remembrance, ed. by M. Pakier, V. Strath, Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2010, p. 231.

3 Crimes Commited by Totalitarian Regimes. Reports and Proceedings of the 8 April European Public Hearing Orga-
nized by the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the European Union (January-June 2008) and the European Commis-
sion, ed. by P. Jambrek, Ljubljana, 2008.

34 Prague Declaration on European Conscience and Communism, in: <https://www.praguedeclaration.eu>.
35 Ar Prahos deklaracija pabudins Europos sazine?", in: Kulttiros barai, 2013, Nr. 3, p. 59.

36 Prague Declaration on European Conscience and Communism, in: <https://www.praguedeclaration.eu>.

23



2024 2(56) Rasa Cepaitiené
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidy tema europieti$kosios istorijos politikoje

nusikaltimus, siekiant aiSkiai apibrézti bendra pozitrj j juos*. Dar du svarbuis Prahos de-
klaracijos teiginiai apémeé reikalavima pripazinti komunizma neatskiriama ir siaubinga
bendros Europos istorijos dalimi ir nustatyti visos Europos atsakomybe uz komunizmo
nusikaltimus.

Nepaisant to, kad dvigubas - ES ir NATO plétros j Rytus — procesas buvo ideologiskai
grindZiamas siekiu atitaisyti istorine neteisybe, kuria po karo patyré soviety okupuotos
VRE Salys®®, ES nares naujokes veikiai pastebéjo, kad, palyginus su vienaprasmiu naciz-
mo traktavimu, komunizmo nusikaltimai dar laukia deramo istorinio, moralinio, politinio
ir juridinio jvertinimo. Tad émé kauptis nuoskaudos dél nesusikalbéjimo, nejsiklausymo
ir nepripazinimo, juk pokario laikotarpiu Vakarai atidavé Sias Salis i$ pradziy A. Hitleriui,
o paskui J. Stalinui*. Nors Prahos deklaracija buvo siekiama solidaraus Europos pozitrio
j XX a. totalitariniy rezimy padarytus nusikaltimus, taciau, praéjus daugiau kaip deSim-
tmeciui nuo jos pasiraSymo, nei Europoje, nei Rusijoje taip ir nebuvo pasiekta teisinio
ir politinio sutarimo, kaip vertinti komunizmo nusikaltimus, panasaus j nediskutuotina
pozicija dél Holokausto. Taigi Prahos deklaracijos nuostatos is esmés liko nejgyvendintos.
Nesutariama ne tik dél akivaizdziy fakty - armény ar ukrainieciy genocidy pripazinimo
(juos yra pripazine tik kai kuriy ES $aliy nacionaliniai parlamentai), stalininiy represijy
pries rusy ir kitas tautas (estus, latvius, lietuvius, Krymo totorius, ce¢énus ir daugelj kity),
bet netgi ir dél vienaprasmés komunizmo, kaip totalitarinés ideologijos, traktuotés*.
PrieSingai, Vakary vieSojoje erdvéje vis dar dominuoja tekstai ir teiginiai, kad ukrainieciy
Holodomoro ar stalininio Gulago gretinti su Holokaustu negalima#*. Taigi, kaip jau miné-
ta, VRE, turinti abiejy totalitariniy reZimy patirties, tampa savotiska ,buferine atminties
zona"“, Holokausto ir ,didZiosios pergalés pries fasizma“ naratyvy susiliejimo trukdziu, nes
siulo iS esmeés kitokia - nacionaline - praeities aiSkinimo ir vertinimo perspektyva, ku-
rioje pabréziamas poreikis i$saugoti pasipriesinimo abiem totalitariniams rezimams at-
mintj. Vis délto bene svarbiausias Prahos deklaracijos pasiekimas buvo tas, kad, remiantis
ja, 2011 m. Visegrado grupés ministry pirmininky virsuniy susitikime Prahoje buvo jkurta
Europos atminties ir sazinés platforma, turinti ,palaikyti nacionaliniy tyrimy instituty,
besispecializuojanciy totalitarizmo istorijos srityje, bendradarbiavima“?. 2024 m. duo-

37 Ibid.

%8 Maria Malksoo, ,The Memory Politics of Becoming European: The East European Subalterns and the Collective
Memory of Europe”, in: European Journal of International Relations, 2009, Vol. 15, No. 4, p. 662.

3% Plac¢iau 7r. Emmanuel Droit, ,The Gulag and the Holocaust in Opposition: Official Memories and Memory Cultures
in an Enlarged Europe’, in: Vingtieme Siecle. Revue d'histoire, 2007, No. 94, p. 101.

40 ArPrahos deklaracija pabudins Europos sazine?", in: Kulttiros barai, 2013, Nr. 3, p. 59-63.

4 Charles S. Maier, ,Hot Memory... Cold Memory. On the Political Half-Life of Fascist and Communist Memory", in:
Projectsindycate.org, <https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/hot-memory-cold-memory--the-political-
half-life-of-fascism-and-communism>, [2001-09-21].

42 Platform on European Memory and Conscience, in: <https://www.memoryandconscience.eu>.
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menimis, Platforma sudaro 72 valstybiniy ir nevyriausybiniy organizacijy i$ 24 Europos
ir Siaurés Amerikos $aliy tinklas. Organizacija daugiausia uZsiima $vieiamaja veikla,
rengia tarptautines kilnojamasias parodas*, taciau jos pastangos jkurti tarptautine teis-
mine institucija, kuri aiskintysi komunistinius nusikaltimus ir persekioty jy vykdytojus,
kol kas néra sékmingos. Tam galbuit turéjo reikSmeés ir tas faktas, kad kai kurios naciy nu-
sikaltimy vertinimus atspindinc¢ios nuostatos Prahos deklaracijos ir Platformos atzvilgiu
sukélé nemenka jtakingy zydy organizacijy pasipiktinima. Antai Simono Wiesenthalio
centro atstovai Molotovo-Ribbentropo pakto pasiraSymo datos - Rugpjucio 23-iosios -
kaip komunistiniy rezimy nusikaltimy atminimo dienos, bendraeuropiniame minéjime
net jzvelgeé tiksla uzgozti ar iSvis atsisakyti Holokausto auky atminimo dienos*. Kaip esa
ignoruojantis Holokausta ir jtvirtinantis ,dvigubo genocido“* teorija (keista, kad $iy pa-
reiSkimy autoriai ¢ia nejzvelgé vidinio prieStaravimo) daug kritikuotas ir Vilniuje jsikares
Genocido auky muziejus*® galiausiai buvo priverstas keisti pavadinima j Okupacijy ir lais-
vés kovy muziejy®.

Dél patirto pasipriesinimo naciy ir soviety nusikaltimy sulyginimo idéja ir programa
ilgainiui jstrigo. Ji virto ritualiniais temos paminéjimais jvairaus rango tarptautiniuose
politiniuose bei akademiniuose renginiuose, naujomis, deja, mazai praktinés reikSmés
turin¢iomis, deklaracijomis“ ir pan. Ceky intelektualo Ladislavo Cabados nuomone, ,ko-
munizmas bus sulygintas su kitais totalitariniais reZzimais, XX a. valdZiusiais Europag, tik
tada, kai pasikeis kartos“#. Deja, §i viltis atrodo apgaulinga. Vis délto Platformos veikla ga-
lima vertinti teigiamai. Pasak minéto G. Kasjanovo, jos atsiradimas jteisino komunizmo ir
nacizmo sulyginimo idéja ES mastu ir leido VRE regiono Salims - ES naujokéms - pateikti
save kaip abieju totalitariniy rezimy, arba ,dvigubas®, aukas, kuo remiantis gali buti pa-

4 Pavyzdziui, nuo 2012 m. veikianti kilnojamoji ekspozicija ,Totalitarizmas Europoje” buvo sumanyta kaip ,juodasis
albumas’, kuriame pirma karta apzvelgiami sukaupti statistiniai duomenys apie XX a. 14-oje Europos aliy (Albanijoje,
Estijoje, Latvijoje, Lietuvoje, Lenkijoje, Vokietijoje, Nyderlanduose, Cekijoje ir Slovakijoje, Vengrijoje, Slovénijoje,
Rumunijoje, Bulgarijoje ir Ukrainoje) totalitariniy rezimy jvykdytu sunkiausiy nusikaltimu aukas - civilius gyventojus.
Taip pat pateikiami duomenys apie kai kuriuos pagrindinius nusikaltélius ir ju baudZiamaji persekiojima Zlugus
rezimui. Paroda jau buvo pristatyta 28 didziuosiuose miestuose 20-yje Europos ir Siaurés Amerikos $aliy. Paminétina
ir paroda ,Kankiniy amzius", kuria rémé ir organizavo Lenkijos nacionalinis fondas, subtres naciu, soviety ir fasistu
totalitarizma igyvenusiy jvairiy Saliy mokslininkus. Si ekspozicija skirta rezimy nukankintiems jvairiy konfesijy
dvasininkams ir uz sazinés laisve kovojusiems iskiliems pasaulieciams pagerbti.

4 Prague Declaration. Manifesto of the ‘Double Genocide' and Holocaust Obfuscation Movement, in: <https://defen-
dinghistory.com/prague-declaration/>.

4 Rod Nordland, ,Where the Genocide Museum Is (Mostly) Mum on the Fate of Jews", in: <https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/03/30/world/europe/lithuania-genocide-museum-jews.html>.

4 Abraham Cooper, ,Dropping International Holocaust Memorial Day Would Be World's Final Insult To Survivors;

Would Spur New Wave of Anti-Semitism’, in: <https;//wwwwiesenthal.com/about/news/dropping-international.
html>.

4 BNS, ,Genocido auky muziejus turi nauja pavadinima®, in: Lrtlt, <https://wwwlrtlt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/209866/
genocido-auku-muziejus-turi-nauja-pavadinima>.

4 7r, pavyzdZziui, 2009 m. balandZio 2 d. Europos Parlamento rezoliucija dél Europos sazineés ir totalitarizmo.
4 Ar Prahos deklaracija pabudins Europos sazine?", in: Kulttiros barai, 2013, Nr. 3, p. 59.
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aiSkinami jy socioekonominis atsilikimas ir eurointegracijos sunkumai*. Nors kurj lai-
ka net atrodé, kad Vidurio ir Ryty europieciy istorijos politikos modelis, susitelkes j savo
tautos kancias, kovas ir komunistinio rezimo metais patirtas egzistencines grésmes, ims
dominuoti vir§ Vakary Europos modelio, orientuoto j savos kaltés ir atsakomybés akcen-
tavima, Sis trapus sutarimas buvo trumpalaikis ir nereikSmingas. Europos Parlamento
nariy i§ VRE pastangos du kartus - 2005 m. ir 2013 m. - pasiekti bendraeuropinj draudi-
ma vartoti komunistine simbolikg, pagal analogija su nacistine, buvo atmestos. Nesékme
patyré ir pastangos j europinius jstatymus jtraukti nuostata apie bausmes uz komunizmo
nusikaltimy neigima arba menkinima. Komunizmas tarptautinés bendruomenés taip ir
nebuvo oficialiai pasmerktas, o komunistinés idéjos, Vakary Europoje buvusios ,ant ban-
gos” po karo, liko ten gajos iki Siol, ypac dél kairiyjy, jsigaléjusiy akademinése bendruo-
meneése ir tarp viesyjy intelektualy, jtakos. Kita vertus, eurointegracijos salyga - Vakary
Europos istorijos politikos modelio diegimas VRE Salyse - veikiai ne tik susikirto su ten
vyraujanciu savo tautos ,kovy ir kanciy“ naratyvu, bet ir baigési kaltinimais kai kuriems
nacionaliniams didvyriams dél bendradarbiavimo su naciais® arba, prieSingai, dél dalyva-
vimo ,komunizmo statyboje” ] $j iSSukj VRE Salys atsake ,savy” genocidy paieska ir ,auky
varzytuvémis®2

Vis délto, regiono istorijos politikos tyrinétojo Aleksejaus Millerio nuomone, 2004 m.
ES plétros banga nuvainikavo kosmopolitinj diskursa kaip vienintelj jmanoma ir teisinga,
iSkeldama ,dviejuy totalitarizmy" koncepcija®. Be iSlygy sutikti su tokiu vertinimu negali-
ma, nes 2019-2020 m. regione suaktyvéje ,atminties karai“, kuriuose, bent jau Lietuvos
atveju, vietos elitas ir pagrindinés Ziniasklaidos priemoneés aiskiai uzémeé prokosmopo-
litine pozicija, rodyty veikiau prieSingas tendencijas, taciau Milleris teisus, pateikdamas
argumentuota kosmopolitinio poZilrio j praeitj kritika, nors dar neseniai pats buvo jo
Salininkas®*. Besiformuojantis alternatyvus istorijos politikos reiskinio vertinimas, nebe-
demonizuojantis istorijos politinio panaudojimo, suteiké jam reikSmingai naujy konota-
ciju - juo remiantis istorijos politika imta suvokti kaip sudétiné bendrosios politikos da-
lis, naudojama ir vidaus, ir uZsienio kontekstuose®. Taip kosmopolitinés Zitaros salininky
pretenzijos j apolitiSkuma, neigiant arba ignoruojant skirtingy atminties lauko veikéjy

50 Teoprui KacesiHOB, YKpauHa u cocedu. Yicmopuueckas ronumuka 1987-2018, Mocksa: HJ10, 2019, c. 98.

sl Rasa Cepaitiené, ,Controversies of the Memory of the Second World War in Lithuania: Between Cosmopolitan and
Nationalist Approaches", in: Wojna i Pamieé. Czasopismo Muzeum II Wojny Swiatowej w Gdansku, 2023, No. 5, pp. 43-68.

52 Evgeny Finkel, ,In Search of Lost Genocide: Historical Policy and International Politics in Post-1989 Eastern Euro-
pe’, in: Global Society, 2010, No. 24 (1), pp. 51-70.

53 Anercert Mwuiep, ,BBemeHue. YToO HOBOTO B IOJIUTUKE TMaMATH W B ee WM3ydeHUU?', in: [Tonumuka ramsmu
8 cospemeHHoU Poccuu u cmpaHax BocmoyHoU E8porbl. AKMOpbI, UHCMUMYymMbl, Happamuebl: KONNeKMueHas
MoHorpagus, o, pex. A. I. Munnepa, 1. B. Ebpemerko, CankT-IleTep6ypr: ET'Y, 2020, c. 10.

54 Ibid., c.7-12.
55 Interview with Alexei Miller in Kiev, 17 July 2013.
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daznai tarpusavyje nesutaikomus politinius interesus, pasirodé besancios ne tik nea-
dekvacios, bet ir nesaziningos, nes pacios buvo nulemtos tam tikry aprioriniy ideologiniy
nuostaty.

Pasak kito istorijos regioninés politikos tyrinétojo Nikolajaus Koposovo, ,Siuolaikinés
istorijos politikos specifika i§ esmeés susijusi su dviem dabartinés atminties ypatumais —
praeities kriminalizavimu ir viktimizavimu, t. y. su jsivyraujanciu poZziuriu j istorija kaip j
nusikaltimy grandine ir Zmoniy bendruomeniy troskima susitapatinti su ju aukomis“®.
Tokio santykio su praeitimi paradigma daugiausia susiformavo aplink Holokausto atmin-
tj, taciau ne tik. Kaip yra pastebéje mokslininkai, tendencija instrumentalizuoti nesena
praeitj arba moralizuoti ir istorizuoti Siuolaikine politika i§ esmés budinga visoms po-
socialistinéms ir posovietinéms valstybéms®. Be to, jos pasizymi ir polinkiu j simboline
,nekrofilija“ - démesiu politiskai reikSmingy asmeny palaiky laidotuvéms ar perlaidoji-
mams*. Kita vertus, Salys varzosi ir dél totalitarizmo auky skaiciaus®, o dalis jy - ypac
Ukraina, Lietuva, Arménija, Azerbaidzanas ir Kazachstanas - siuos nusikaltimus net lin-
kusios traktuoti kaip genocidus, o tai turi reikSmeés ir jy vidaus, ir uzsienio politikai®®. I§-
skirtinis pavyzdys — Rusija, priemusi Baudziamojo kodekso straipsnj 354.1 ,Dél nacizmo
reabilitavimo®, iS esmés besiremiantj Holokausto neigimo kriminalizavimu, jgijo baudzia-
majj instrumenta persekioti uz jai nejtinkancias praeities interpretacijas, kuriomis sklei-
dziama ,sgmoningai melaginga informacija apie SSRS veikla Antrojo pasaulinio karo me-
tais ir apie DidZiojo Tévynés karo veteranus”. Be to, Rusijoje veikia ir federalinis jstatymas
,Dél kovos su nacizmo reabilitacija ir naciy nusikaltéliy bei ju bendrininky slovinimu®, kas
V. Putino rezimui padeda ne tik persekioti ar uz¢iaupti jo kritikus, bet ir pasitarnauja kaip
dingstis kaltinti Baltijos Salis ir Ukraing neva gaivinant nacizma. O tai galiausiai atvedé
prie plataus masto karinés agresijos pries Ukraing jos ,denacifikacijos” pretekstu.

Nauji iSSukiai Europos istorijos politikai
Pastaraisiais metais ,Niurnbergo konsensusui“ grésme pradéjo kelti ir kitos politinés bei
intelektualinés terpés. Nors apie tai jau anksciau yra rasSe tokie autoriai kaip H. Arendt

ir kt., remiantis postkolonializmo studijy teorijomis ir metodais intensyviai pradétas

% Hwuronau Komocos, [TamMsamb cmpororo pexcuma. Yicmopus u nonumuka Poccuu, Mocksa: HJIO, 2011, ¢. 52-53.

% George Schopflin, ,Identities, Politics and Post-Communism in Central Europe”, in: Nations and Nationalism,
2003, Vol. 9, No. 4, pp. 488.

8 Katherine Verdery, The Political Lives of Dead Bodies: Reburial and Postsocialist Change, New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 1999.

5 Wilfried Jilge, ,The Politics of History and the Second World War in Post-Communist Ukraine (1986/1991-
2004/2005), Divided Historical Cultures? World War IT and Historic Memory in Soviet and Post-Soviet Ukraine’, in:
Jahrucher fur Geschichte Osteuropas, 2006, Vol. 54, No. 1, pp. 51-82.

80 Evgeny Finkel, ,In Search of Lost Genocide: Historical Policy and International Piolitics in Post-1989 Eastern Euro-
pe," in: Global Society, 2010, No. 24 (1), pp. 51-70.
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nagrinéti kolonializmo ir Holokausto rysys. 2020-2021 m. VokKietijoje kilo arsus debatai,
netrukus pavadinti Historikerstreit 2.0, savo reikSme prilygstantys garsiajai 1986-1987 m.
polemikai. 2020 m. pradZioje Kameruno istorikas ir filosofas Joseph-Achille Mbembe, gy-
venantis Johanesburge, Piety Afrikos Respublikoje (PAR), pakviestas pasisakyti Vokietijo-
je, netikétai ten buvo apkaltintas reiskiantis ,antisemitiska Izraelio kritika“. Savo knygose
ir vieSuosiuose pasisakymuose apartheidg PAR su padétimi Gazos sektoriuje® nekart ly-
gines Mbembe tariamai sureliatyvino Holokausta ir ,skleidé ekstremistine dezinformaci-
ja“®?, susilaukdamas kai kuriy Vokietijos politiky pasipiktinimo ir méginimy jj boikotuoti.
Taciau daugelis Zymiy intelektualy gyné Mbembe, pastebédami, kad vokieciai pamégino
Kameruno, jy buvusios kolonijos, gyventoja mokyti, kaip reikia kalbéti apie genocida ir
Holokausta.

Remiantis ,Niurnbergo konsensusu®, Vokietijos ir Europos apskritai atminties kulta-
roje pokalbj apie genocida reikia pradéti nuo Holokausto - tik diktatoriski rezimai, prade-
dant A. Hitleriu ir baigiant S. MiloSevic¢iumi, gali vykdyti arba bandyti vykdyti genocida. Ta-
Ciau afrikieciai patyré pirmajj vokieciy jvykdyta genocida, kai, slopindama herery ir nama
genéiy sukilima vokiSkoje Pietvakariy Afrikoje (§iy dieny Namibijoje), vokie¢iy kolonisti-
né administracija 1904-1908 m. laikotarpiu sunaikino 80 proc. herery genties ir apie puse
nama genties Zmoniy%. Akademinéje bendruomenéje jau seniai buvo kalbama apie rysj
tarp nacistinés genocido praktikos ir kolonijinés patirties, bet tai taip ir liko Europos isto-
rijos politikos parastése. Taciau XXI a. treciojo deSimtmecio pradzioje diskusijos Sia tema
suintensyveéjo, ypac Vokietijoje, kur nukrypstanciuosius nuo Sio ,katekizmo" vokiSkosios
atminties kultarai jprastu budu pameéginta grieztai ,disciplinuoti“ arba ,kriminalizuoti,
taciau jau ir sulaukta atkircio®. Taigi Mbembe atvejis yra vienas i§ mnemoninio konflikto
intensyveéjimo pacioje Vokietijoje pavyzdZiy, nes naujieji Sios diskusijos balsai jau priklau-
so imigranty ainiams, kurie ¢ia mokesi ir kurie neretai yra Vokietijos pilieciai. Jie atsine-
Sa kitokia tradicija ir kitokia istorijos vizijg, tac¢iau tuo pat metu jie jau priklauso vokieciy
visuomenei, todél jauciasi turintys teise jos nuostatas pameéginti kvestionuoti i$ vidaus®.
Vienas i$ jy, 1988 m. gimes Mohammed Amjahid, Berlyne studijaves politikos mokslus,

6t Ulrike Capdepdn, Anthony D. Moses, ,Forum: The Achille Mbembe Controversy and the German Debate about
Antisemitism, Israel, and the Holocaust. Introduction’, in: Journal of Genocide Research, 2021, Vol. 23, No. 3, pp. 371-373;
Michael Rothberg, ,Lived Multidirectionality: “Historikerstreit 20" and the Politics of Holocaust Memory", in: Memory
Studies, 2022, Vol. 15, No. 6, pp. 1316-1329.

62 Sabine Peschel, ,Why Achille Mbembe was accused of anti-Semitism’, in: Deutsche Welle, <https://www.dw.com/
en/why-achille-mbembe-was-accused-of-anti-semitism/a-53293797>.

63 Matthias Haussler, The Herero Genocide. War, Emotion, and Extreme Violence in Colonial Namibia, New York: Bergn-
hahn Books, 2021.

6 Anthony D. Moses, ,The German Catechism’, in: Geschichte der Gegenwart, <https://geschichtedergegenwart.ch/
the-german-catechism> [2021-05-23].

65 Michael Rothberg, ,Lived Multidirectionality: “Historikerstreit 2.0" and the Politics of Holocaust Memory", in: Me-
mory Studies, 2022, Vol. 15, No. 6, pp. 1316-1329.
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sugalvojo sunkiai iSver¢iama savoka Vergangenheitsbewaltigung (praeities jveika) pakeis-
ti nauju, sarkastiSku terminu Erinnerungstiberlegenheit (atminties virSenybé), apibudi-
nanciu prastai slepiama Vokietijos jsivaizdavima, kad ji yra pavyzdinis darbo su praeitimi
modelis pasauliniu mastu®s. Sio modelio kvestionavima paskatino ir 2023 m. spalio 7 d.
prasidéjes Hamas karas pries Izraelj, privertes pasaulio visuomene vis arsiau kritikuoti
Izraelio kariuomeneés veiksmus pries civilius palestiniecius, tai vadinant genocidu, jau
nebepaisant tipisky tokiais atvejais kaltinimy antisemitizmu baimés. O 2024 m. PAR net
pateikeé ieSkinj JT Teisingumo teismui dél Izraelio veiksmuy Gazoje. Teismo sprendimas,
konstataves didele Izraelio kaltés dél genocido tikimybe, taip pat parodé, kad Holokaustu
grindZiamas naratyvas, atleidziantis Izraelj nuo bet kokiy kaltinimy karo nusikaltimais,
nebéra universaliai priimtinas, net ir Europoje. Zinoma, Vokietija ir toliau bando apginti j
naratyva kaip dominuojantj, taciau tai padaryti jai darosi vis sunkiau.

Kritikos susilaukeé ir kitas Siuolaikinés atminties politikos aspektas - méginimai sas-
kaity suvedimo su praeitimi ir nusikaltimy prie$ ZmoniSkuma auky atminimo temas sie-
ti su Siuolaikine Zmogaus teisiy ideologija. 2020 m. airiy mokslininkeé Leah David knyga
jspudingu pavadinimu ,Praeitis musy neisgydys: pavojai, kuriuos kelia atminties jparei-
gojimas Zmogaus teisiy vardu” paskyreé analizei, kaip susiformavo poziuris j atminties po-
litikg, kurj ji vadina ,moraliniu atminimu®, ir kiek jis yra isties efektyvus®. L. David pateiké
keleta argumenty, grindzianciy teiginj, kad ,moralinis atminimas®yra ne tik neefektyvus,
bet ir gali duoti neigiamy rezultaty. ,Moralinio atminimo* standartai grindziami konkre-
¢ia praeitimi, t. y. grieZtai ribojami laike ir reprezentuojami vieno naratyvo. Sis pozitris
naturaliai kyla i$ troSkimo jvykiy dalyvius vienareikSmiskai suskirstyti i aukas, kaltinin-
kus ir stebétojus (kartais dar jtraukiant ir didvyrius). TaCiau tarpnacionaliniuose konflik-
tuose toks skirstymas neretai tampa sudétingas, nes aukomis pavadintos grupés atstovai
kitokiomis aplinkybémis gali patys tapti smurtautojais, ir atvirkséiai, kaip kad jtikinamai
atskleidé zinomas JAV istorikas Timothy Snyder savo garsiame veikale ,Kruvinos Zemes.
Europa tarp Hitelio ir Stalino”“. Visy etniniy konflikty pusiy siekis save praeityje vaizduoti
kaip persekiojimo ar nusikaltimy zmoniSkumui aukas aiskiai demonstruoja $j mechaniz-
ma, nes jis kyla is postulato, kad genocido aukai neva negalima kelti jokiy nepatogiy klau-
simy ar kaltinimy. Dél tos pacios prieZasties skirstymas j aukas ir kaltininkus sustiprina
ir etninj susiprieSinima, kaip kad atsitiko ilgalaikio armény ir azerbaidzanieciy konflikto
atveju, kai abi pusés kaltina viena kita genocidu ir kuria vis naujas nesibaigiancio priesis-
kumo formas. L. David parodé, kad ,moralinio atminimo“ standartai, primesti Salims tarp-
tautiniy organizacijy, pirma, neretai neatsizvelgia j vietine specifika ir nesvarsto kity gali-

6 Mohammed Amjahid, ,Die deutsche Erinnerungsiiberlegenheit’, in: Der Spiegel, <https://www.spiegel.de/kultur/
holocaust-gedenken-die-deutsche-erinnerungsueberlegenheit-a-056d10a7-2b3c-4383-804e-c2130ed6581d/>,
[2021-03-06].

87 Leah David, The Past Can't Heal Us: The Dangers of Mandating Memory in the Name of Human Rights, Cambridge,
MA: Cambridge University Press, 2020.
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muy poziariy ir, antra, ver¢ia nacionalines institucijas imituoti tokj pozitirj, kai i$ tikryjy jos
iesko (ir randa) galimybiy nacionaliniy didvyriy panteone i$laikyti tuos, kurie isties jvykde
ir nusikaltimus ZmoniSkumui. L. David knyga, kurioje smarkiai kritikuojamas liberalusis
globalinis normatyvinis poziuris j istorijos politika, jau sulaukia ir plataus teigiamo atsa-
ko8, Juk, galy gale, pastangos primesti ir standartizuoti ,moralinj atminima” pasauliniu
mastu ne tik neduoda pageidaujamo rezultato - sutvirtinti demokratijg ir Zmogaus tei-
ses, — bet neretai pasiekia ir priesingy rezultaty, nes iSkreipia istorine tiesa ir cenztruoja
nuomoneés bei saviraisSkos laisve.

ISvados

Pokario Vakary Europos (ypac Vokietijos Federacinés Respublikos) istorijos politikg, arba
,Niurnbergo konsensusa‘, suformavo abiejy pasauliniy kary pasekmeés ir pastangos uz-
bégti uz akiy bet kokiems busimiems kariniams konfliktams Senajame Zemyne. Besivie-
nijanti Europa ieSkojo moralinio pagrindo, ant kurio galéty statyti amZinoje taikoje ir tarp-
tautinéje harmonijoje gyvuojancia daugiataute europieciy bendruomene. Holokaustas,
kaip didziausia XX a. Europos tragedija, tapo transcendentine pamoka siekiant siy tiksly,
o ja grindziamas Europos ,kolektyvinés kaltés ir atsakomybes” naratyvas galop iSsipléte
apimdamas net tas vakarietiSko pasaulio dalis, tokias kaip Jungtinés Amerikos Valstijos,
kurios toje istorijoje tiesiogiai nedalyvavo. Tai, kaip ir ilgainiui iSsikristalizavusios tenden-
cijos akcentuoti aukas ir kriminalizuoti nusikaltimy pries jas neigima ar kvestionavima,
turéjo reikSmingos jtakos ir kity etniniy grupiy siekiui praeityje patirtus persekiojimus
meéginti traktuoti kaip genocida ir masinius nusikaltimus ZmoniSkumui, uz kuriuos rei-
kalaujama kompensacijy ir kaltyju atsakomybés bei atgailos, jskaitant Siy nusikaltéliy ai-
nius, ir vis labiau pleciant patirtos Zalos bei skriaudy ribas. Sios tendencijos JAV ir kitose
Salyse 2018-2020 m. peraugo j antirasistinius protestus - judéjima juodaodZiy gyvybeés
svarbios (BLM), kuris irgi gali buti laikomas dar vienu konkurentu jau nusistovéjusiam Ho-
lokausto naratyvui.

Kita vertus, zZlugus Soviety Sajungai, jos jtakoje gyvenusios tautos atgavo teise prisi-
minti ir minéti stalinistiniy represijy aukas ir, dideliam ,Niurnbergo konsensuso® réméjy
Europos institucijose ir jtakingose Zydy organizacijose nepasitenkinimui, iS esmés pri-
skyreé savo patirtas kancias genocido kategorijai. Konkurencijos tarp Holokausto ir Gula-
go kaip genocidy tema vis iskildavo jvairiuose eurointegracijos kontekstuose, taciau, ne-
paisant tam tikry reveransy Ryty Europos pokomunistinéms Salims ir viesy deklaracijy,
smerkianc¢iy komunizmo nusikaltimus, jsiSaknijusio naratyvo ryty europieciams iki Siol
iSjudinti nepavyko. Taciau dél pastaryjy jvykiy Ukrainoje, j kurig jsibrovusi Rusijos armija

68 Book Debate on L. David's ,The Past Can't Heal Us: The Dangers of Mandating Memory in the Name of Human
Rights", H-Diplo, 2021, in: ISS Forum, URL: <https://issforum.org/roundtables/PDF/Roundtable-XXIII-7.pdf>.

30



2024 2(56) Rasa Cepaitiené
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidy tema europietiskosios istorijos politikoje

nuo 2022 m. vasario meénesio vykdo genocido aktus, ir, Palestinoje kilus karui tarp Izrae-
lio ir Hamas, atsirado poreikis ieskoti iSeities iS Sios aklavietés, jskaitant pastangas jveikti
stereotipus ir tabu, kurie susiformavo ir jsitvirtino per kelis deSimtmecius. Ir nors Rusi-
ja i$ paskutiniyjy stengiasi iSsaugoti pagrindinius ,Niurnbergo konsensuso® postulatus
tiek vidaus, tiek tarptautinéje arenoje®, jos atmintyje apie kara taip pat vyksta reikSmingi
pokyciai. Jeigu anksciau pagrindinis démesys buvo skiriamas nugalétoju heroizmui, tai
dabar vis svarbesnj vaidmenj jgauna kanciy ir auky tema”. Pavyzdziui, 2024 m. vasario
meénesj Rusijos vidaus reikaly ministerija daugybe politiky, istoriky ir teisininky i Balti-
jos Saliy jtrauke j nepageidaujamy asmeny sarasa dél ,istorinés atminties iSniekinimo* -
prisidéjimo ar dalyvavimo sunaikinant Antrajame pasauliniame kare Zuvusiy sovietiniy
kariy monumentus”.

Taciau istorijos politika tapo nesutaikomy nesutarimy arena ne tik tarp Rusijos ir Va-
kary, betir tarp Vakary ir pokolonijiniy $aliy, taip pat ir paciose Vakary visuomenése (BLM
judéjimas JAV ir Jungtinéje Karalystéje, arba gincai dél Gulago ar Holodomoro kaip geno-
cidy pripazinimo VRE). Ir niekas nedrjsta prognozuoti, kaip $ie klausimai ateityje spresis
istorijos politikos lauke, kurio epicentre labai daznai atsiduria genocido ir nusikaltimy
zmoniSkumui temos. Siandien trys pagrindiniai globaliosios atminties ramsciai - ,Niur-
nbergo konsensusas” dél Antrojo pasaulinio karo atminties, Holokausto kaip unikaliy, su
niekuo nepalyginamy baisumy atmintis, ir moralinés pareigos neuzmirsti nusikaltimy
Zmoniskumui bei Zmogaus teisiy pazeidimy standartai - yra ne tik kvestionuojami, bet ir
netenka anksciau turéto moralinio autoriteto. Tai itin aktualu augancio priesiSkumo tarp
jvairiy - pasauliniy, nacionaliniy ir vietiniy - istorijos politiky ir institucijy, siekianciy ap-
saugoti tragiSky jvykiy atmintj. Ypa¢, kai i$ Ziniasklaidos erdvés siekiama pasalinti ,pavo-
jingas iSorines jtakas", polinkio politinius oponentus demonizuoti, pavyzdziui, kaltinant
menamu ,nacizmu" arba ,antisemitizmu’, o patirty istoriniy skriaudy klausimus sieti su
viesgja politika, siekiant iSpesti sau kuo didesnés naudos. Ir visa tai vis dazniau grindzia-
ma noru atminti ir jamzinti savos bendruomenés aukas ignoruojant ar net atmetant kitas.
Todél, nepaisant méginimy ieSkoti salycio tasky ir ieskoti kompromiso tarp skirtingy at-
minties modeliy, Siuo metu pasiekti visus tenkinancio sutarimo, deja, nepavyksta ir vargu
ar greitu metu pavyks.

8 Arnercer Muniep, ,HoBelImas NCTOPYS: KpaTKU Kypc', in: Poccus 8 rmobanpHou ronumuxe, 2023, T.21, N2 2, c. 88—
103; Anercert Muiep, ,YCTOU «II06aIbHOM» MEMOPUaIBHOM KyJIETYPhI TI0J], BOmTpocoM’, in: Poccust 8 mobanbHoU
ronumucke, 2024, 1.22, N2 3, c. 68-81.

7 Apie pokycius Rusijos memorialinéje kulttroje placiau zr. Jade McGlynn, Memory Makers. The Politics of the
Past in Putin's Russia, London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2023; Huronait Srmrute, HeydobHoe ripowioe. I[TamMsaimb 0
rocyoapcmeeHHbIX IpecmyrineHusx 8 Poccuu u opyrux cmparax. Mocksa: HJIO, 2023, ¢. 24-124.

7t Kajtac O6BSBWIIM B PO3BICK 3a «HAJPYTaTelbCTBO HaJ, NCTOPUYECKON IIaMsAThio»", in: MHmepdake, <https://
www.interfax.ru/world/945828>, [2024-02-13]; ,Rusija paskelbé 29 Lietuvos politiky, istoriky ir teisininky paieska -
kaltina priesiskais veiksmais’, in: Irt.It, <https:/wwwlrtlt/naujienos/pasaulyje/6/2194592/rusija-paskelbe-29-lietuvos-
politiku-istoriku-ir-teisininku-paieska-kaltina-priesiskais-veiksmais/>, [2024-02-13].
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Rasa Cepaitiené
Genocides in the European politics of history
Summary

The concepts of “genocide” and “crimes against humanity’, which crystallised in Western legal and
intellectual discourse in the 1960s, have been actively exploited in various domestic political struggles
and international relations (the most prominent examples being the Holocaust and the Ukrainian Ho-
lodomor), and this has implications for the politics of history. The last 20 years have witnessed signifi-
cant changes in the European Unionys historical politics, both in the EU>s enlargement to the East and
in the EU>s own role in the world. Whereas the narrative that emerged in West Germany in the 1970s
and 1980s and was consolidated in the EU in the 1980s and 1990s centred on the Holocaust as an event
unique in world history in terms of its scale and consequences, with the wave of EU enlargement in
2004 it was challenged by the new EU members. The latter proposed to treat Nazi and Soviet totalitari-
anism equally, thus equating the Gulag with the Holocaust. This has made European historical politics
more complicated and more susceptible to internal disagreements and misunderstandings between
members. The aim of this article is to elaborate on the legal and political exploitation of the concept
of «genocide> in the intellectual discourse of the emerging European Community, and to identify the
challenges posed to it by the new geopolitical circumstances, ranging from the collapse of the Soviet
Union to the military invasion of Ukraine by Russia in 2022. Finally, the recent challenges posed by
post-colonial and human rights discourses are discussed in more detail, disrupting the established
politics of European history, even in Germany itself, which has been at the forefront of their formati-
on and global implementation. The conclusion is that, despite attempts to find points of contact and
compromise between these different models of memory, a consensus that satisfies everyone is un-
fortunately not currently possible, and is unlikely to ever be achieved.

Keywords: politics of history, Holocaust, Gulag, decolonisation, human rights.
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Sio straipsnio tikslas - iSnagrinéti, kaip Stalino represijos atsispindi Uzbekistano atmin-
ties politikoje ir tampa nacionalinio ideologinio diskurso konstravimo proceso dalimi.
Uzbekistano daugiatautiSkumas ir autoritariné valdymo sistema turéjo didele jtaka Salies
praeities suvokimui ir oficialiosios atminties formavimuisi. Tyrimo Saltiniai — oficialts
duomenys, publikuoti ir nepublikuoti memuarai, taip pat individualtis interviu su epochos
liudininkais. Sovietiniy represijy vertinimo antikolonialinés kovos pries Rusijos imperijos
agresija kontekste idéja kilo ne uzbeky politiniam elitui - jg suformulavo ir iSplétojo vietos
kulturinis elitas kartu su uZsienyje gyvenanciais uzbeky intelektualais. Pirmasis Uzbekis-
tano prezidentas Islamas Karimovas, glaudziai bendraudamas su uzbekuy intelektualiniu
elitu, prisidéjo prie nacionalinés atminties apie sovietines represijas ir aukas formavimo.
Siuo laikotarpiu sovietiniy represijy auky reabilitacija buvo vykdoma selektyviai. ] valdZia
atéjus Savkatui Mirzijojevui, vyriausybés politika tapo liberalesné, o sovietiniy represijy ir
ju auky reabilitacijos klausimas pradétas svarstyti placiau. Oficialiuose naratyvuose visi
buvusios Uzbekijos SSR gyventojai, nukentéje nuo stalininiy represijy, nepriklausomai
nuo jy politinés pozicijos, laikomi sovietinio rezimo aukomis. Skirtingai nei kaimyninése
Salyse, analizuodamas sovietiniy represijy aukas, Uzbekistano politinis ir kulttrinis elitas
nesivadovauja etniniu principu, o laikosi tarptautiSkumo ir teritoriSkumo principy.
ReikSminiai Zodziai: sovietiniy represijy atmintis, tautos formavimasis, kultarinis elitas,
autoritarizmas.
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Jvadas

Sovietmeciu milijonai Zmoniy tapo totalitarinés valstybés tironijos aukomis ir patyré re-
presijas dél savo politiniy, religiniy jsitikinimuy ir kitokiy priezasc¢iy. Stalininiy represijy
auky reabilitacijos procesas prasidéjo XX a. SeStojo deSimtmecio antroje puséje. Véliau
reabilitacijos procesas buvo sustabdytas. Spaudziant visuomenei, 1989 m. jis buvo vél at-
naujintas.

Po SSRS zlugimo represuotyju klausimas buvo glaudziai susijes su jvairiomis formo-
mis reiSkiama SSRS kritika. Uzbekistane, vykdant tautos formavimo politikg, ypac svarbus
stalininiy represijy klausimas, susijes su giliomis trauminémis sovietmecio pasekmémis
vietos visuomeneés religinéms ir kulturinéms vertybéms. Aktyvi etniniy grupiy rusifikaci-
ja, taip pat kulttry ir mazumy lyderiy slopinimas buvo tapes pagrindine soviety valdzios
strategija nuo XX a. ketvirtojo deSimtmecio vidurio®. Remiantis oficialiais duomenimis,
1937-1953 m. daugiau kaip 100 tukst. Uzbekistano pilie¢iy patyré represijas: 13 tikst. Zmo-
niy buvo suSaudyta, tikstanciai vietos inteligentijos atstovy buvo iStremti?.

Nepriklausomo Uzbekistano ir jo kultiirinio elito daugiatautiSkumas, taip pat sudétin-
ga pacios uzbeky tautos struktura dare didele jtaka Salies tautinio tapatumo ir praeities
sampratai. Visgi deréty pazymeéti, kad valstybés politika sovietinés praeities atzvilgiu po-
sovietiniame Uzbekistane skyrési priklausomai nuo $alies prezidento asmenybés ir po-
litinio bei kulturinio elito saveikos. Nepriklausomo Uzbekistano istorija apytiksliai gali-
ma suskirstyti j du ilgus laikotarpius, siejamus su Uzbekistano prezidenty - I. Karimovo
(1991-2016 m.) ir S. Mirzijojevo (nuo 2016 m. gruodZio mén.) - asmenybémis.

Tyrimus apie stalinines represijas ir jy vieta istorinéje atmintyje, tautos formavimasi
Uzbekistane galima suskirstyti  kelias grupes. Pirmajai grupei priskiriama vélyvoji so-
vietiné istoriografija, turéjusi didele jtaka valstybés politikai dél tautos formavimosi ne-
priklausomame Uzbekistane. Uzbekistane, kaip ir kitose buvusios SSRS valstybése?, tik
perestroikos laikotarpiu spaudoje pasirodé pirmosios publikacijos apie stalinizmo laiko-
tarpiu represijas patyrusius asmenis. Jos buvo skirtos ne tik uzbekams, bet ir kity tauty
atstovams, jskaitant kazachus*, rusus ir kt.

Antroji tyrimy grupé susijusi su nepriklausomybés laikotarpio (1992-2024 m.) uzbeky
istoriografija ir pasiZymi antikolonijiniu pozitriu. Uzbeky vieSajame diskurse ,kolonializ-
mas" (mustamlakacilik) buvo vartojamas neigiamiems sovietmecio aspektams apibudin-

1 Samira Saramo, Ulla Savolainen, ,Chapter Introduction: Moving Memories of Stalin-Era Repression and Displace-
ment", in: The Legacies of Soviet Repression and Displacement, Taylor & Francis, 2023, p. 2.

2 Peripeccus, 8bltycK 1, TamkeHT, 2005.

3 PacaYenantene, ,['yTarOBCKUM OIIBIT B KY/IBTYPHBIX HAPPATUBAX U KOJUIEKTMBHOM NIeHTUYHOCTU [TOCTCOBETCKON
JIUTBBL', in: BeCmHUK apxeonoruu, aHmportonioruu u smuorpaguu, 2021, N2 2 (53), ¢. 166-176.

4 PaHo PamykarioBa, VMg, BO3BpalleHHOE UCTOPUU M HApofy', in: O6wecmaeHHble HayKu 8 V3bekucmade, 1988,
Ne@ 2,¢.17-30.
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ti, taciau Si savoka pamazu pradéta vartoti tik XX a. deSimtajame deSimtmetyje®. B. Kha-
sanovas apsigyneé habilituoto daktaro disertacija, kurioje nagrinéjo valstybés politika kul-
turinio elito atZvilgiu ir tragiSka Uzbekistano inteligentijos atstovy likima®. Z. Ishankho-
dzhaeva’ tyrinéjo raudonajj terora ir stalinistines represijas pries kulttiros elita.
Represijyu auky atminimo muziejus iSleido SeSis moksliniy straipsniy rinkinius®.
R. Shamsuddinovas AndiZono valstybiniame universitete suburé tyréju grupe, kuri dau-
gelj mety tyrinéjo represijas, skelbé straipsnius ir rasé knygas®. Analizuojant Stalino re-
presijas buvo tiriama atskira tremtiniy tema. Po 2012 m. Uzbekistane padaugéjo publika-
ciju apie represuotus rusus, totorius ir kity tautybiy Zmones. R. Shigabdinovas rasé apie
represuotus totorius, ypac apie A. Gubaidulling®. Deportuoty buoziy (valstie¢iy) likimai
nusvieCiami Uzbekistano istoriky darbuose!. Nepriklausomybés metais Uzbekistane
buvo sukurtas dokumentiniy filmy ciklas apie represuotus Uzbekistano inteligentijos
atstovus. Dzhumashevas rase, kad 1933-1938 m. Karakalpakstane (autonominé Uzbekis-
tano Respublika - A. M.)? buvo represuota daugiau kaip 10 takst. Zmoniy. Skirtingai nei
Kazachstane, kuriame atliekami tyrimai apie Stalino represijas pries etninius kazachus
Vidurinés Azijos respublikose®, Uzbekistane etninio poZitrio j $ig problema néra.
Trecioji tyrimy grupé palieté jvairius Stalino laikotarpio Uzbekistano istorijoje inter-
pretavimo aspektus. Siuose tyrimuose remiamasi Siuolaikiniais teoriniais poZitriais j na-
cionalizma, postkolonializma ir tautos formavimasi. Tam tikrus represijy auky atminimo
muziejaus TaSkente idéjy aspektus nagrinéjo rusy mokslininkas S. Abashinas. Pasak jo,
sovietiniy represijy klausimu Uzbekistane valdzia vykdo ,tam tikra manipuliavima at-
mintimi“4. S. Abashinas neatsizvelgia j daugybés sovietiniy represijy auky istorine atmin-

5 Laura Adams, The spectacular state: Culture and national identity in Uzbekistan, Duke University Press, 2010, p. 38.

6 Baxtuép XacaHoB, HAUUOHWIbHAA UHMeENNUreHyus ¥Y36ekucmana u ucmopuveckue rmpovecchbl 1917-Havana 50-x
rodos, TamreHT, 2000.

7 3aMupa WImaHxomKaesa, PelpeccugHas Moaumuka coeemckoll 6nacmu U Kyzibmypa Y36ekucmana: mparedus
sbuicusarus (1925-1953 rr), TamkeHT: Tadarkyp, 2011

8 TapuxHUHI HoMabaym caxudanapu. Xyxxam ea mamepuannap. BupuHuu kumo6, TomkeHT: Fadyp Fymom
HOMUJIATH HAIIPUET-Marbaa WRoaui yiu, 2009.

¢ PyctaMm laMcyTANHOB, Kuwiok ¢odceacu: scamoanawumupuil, Kynokniawmupuw, cypryH, TonkeHT: apk, 2003.

0V ucmokos y36ekckol ucmopuorpaduu: 83180 mamapckux y4éHbix I I'yoatioynnuHa u B. Canuesa, OTB. per,
P. lurabamHoB. Kasans: UAJIN, 2021

o Pycram lIaMCyTAMHOB, AHBAp MaMakoHOB, [[Tumonutl Kaskas cypryHudaru ropmoownap Kucmamu, TOIIKEeHT:
[apxk, 2005.

2 Ackap Ibkymaties, Jlomutudeckue perpeccurt 30-X TOZOB COBETCKON BIAacTW B KapakalrakcTaHe U ee
rocsecTBUA’, in: V36exucmor mapuxu, 2020, N2 1, ¢. 60.

B [Jonumuueckue perpeccuu cpedu Kazaxos Ha meppumopuu pecry6iuk Cpedreti Asuu e 20-50-e rodbt XX eexa (s
c8eme HOBbIX APXUBHbIX UCIMOYHUKO8), AtMaThl, 2021, ¢. 186.

1 Ceprei1 AbaruH, ,MyCTaKIWUIUK U [1aMATh 06 UMIIEPCKOM IIPOILIOM: TIPOXOZS T10 3ajIaM TAIIKEHTCKOTo My3est
[1aMATY XePTB peripeccuit’, in: HermpukocHogeHHblU 3artac, 2009, N@ 4, ¢. 37-54.
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ti,1988-2000 m atsispindéjusia jvairiose publikacijose. Laruelle pazymi, kad autoritarinio
rezimo salygomis ir siekdamas savo politiniy interesy I. Karimovas iS naujo interpretavo
kovotoju pries sovietus idéjas®. Stalino ir jo represiju suvokima remdamasis Ferganos slé-
nio gyventoju pavyzdziu tyrinéjo T. Dadabaevas. Remdamasis interviu, jis sugebéjo nusta-
tyti teigiamos Josifo Stalino asmenybés interpretacijos versijas Uzbekistane®®.

Sis tyrimas nuo ankstesniy skiriasi tuo, kad juo siekiama i$nagrinéti Stalino represi-
ju vaizdavima Uzbekistano atminties politikoje. Straipsnyje taip pat siekiama atskleisti,
kaip laikui bégant keitési sovietiniy represijy vaizdavimo oficialiojoje atmintyje formos
ir reikSmeés. Teigiama, kad atminties politika Uzbekistane ir poZitrj j stalinines represijas
drauge formuoja politinis ir intelektualusis elitas. Politinio ir intelektualiojo elito santykio
dinamika priklauso nuo to, kokie kulturrinio elito sluoksniai yra artimi tam tikriems jtakin-
giems musy laiky politiniams veikéjams arba patys priklauso politiniam elitui. Kokiuo-
se — sovietinés ar kolonijinés - chronologijos rémuose apibréziamos stalininés represijos
Uzbekistane? Remiantis kokiais kriterijais nustatomos stalininiy ar sovietiniy represijy
aukos? Kaip buvo formuojama ir kaip keitési vieSoji politika dél represijy ir sovietmecio
Uzbekistane? Kaip buvo reabilituojamos represiju aukos? Ypatingas démesys straipsnyje
bus skiriamas sovietiniy represijy jamzinimui institucijy lygmeniu Uzbekistane.

Atminties politika apima jvairiy socialiniy institucijy ir veikéjuy viesaja veikla, kuria
siekiama populiarinti tam tikras kolektyvinés atminties interpretacijas’. Praeitis Zmoniy
vaizduotéje igyja daugybe formuy ir susideda i$ gausybés priestaringy ir sudétingy versi-
ju's. Ar valstybés prigimtis sudaro salygas pliuralistinéms diskusijoms vykti? Atskiry as-
meny santykis su vieSomis oficialiosios atminties formomis yra sudétingas. Viesieji na-
ratyvai gali rezonuoti su asmenine patirtimi.

Tyrimo Saltiniai - oficiallis duomenys, publikuoti ir nepublikuoti memuarai, asmeni-
niai interviu su to laikmecio liudininkais. Respondentai skirstomi j kelias grupes, taciau
daugiausia ju yra ,1937-1938 m. auky"” vaikai ir vaikaiciai. Pagal socialine kilme dauguma
juyramiesto ir kaimo inteligentijos - mokytojy, mokslininky - palikuonys, tuo tarpu liku-
sieji buvo partiniai darbuotojai.

5 Marlene Laruelle, Central Peripheries: Nationhood in Central, UCL Press, 2021, p. 53.

s Timur Dadabaev, ,Trauma and Public Memory in Central Asia: Public responses to political violence of the state
policies in Stalinist Era in Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan', in: Kyoto Bulletin of Islamic Area Studies, 2009, No. 3 (1), pp. 108-
138.

7 QOlga Malinova, ,Politics of memory and nationalism®, in: Nationalities Papers, 2021, No. 49 (6), p. 997.

18 Michael Herzfeld, A Place in History. Social and Monumental Time in a Cretan Town, New Jersey: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1991, p. 226.
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Diskursai apie sovietines represijas

Kai kuriy istoriky nuomone, po 1917 m. deSimtmecius trukes smurtas turi buti supran-
tamas pasaulinio smurto - Pirmojo pasaulinio karo, kolonijiniy kovy ir kt. - kontekste®.
Memuarai ir groziniai kiiriniai apie sovietmetj atliko svarby vaidmenj visuotinése vieSose
diskusijose apie Stalino represijas. Kaip 1989 m. pazymeéjo uzbeky rasytojas, represuoto
Uzbekistano komunisty lyderio Akmalo Ikramovo stunus K. Ikramovas (1927-1989), ,pa-
galiau turi buti atskleistas melas apie neva savanoriska Turkestano (ikisovietiniu ir anks-
tyvuoju sovietiniu laikotarpiu Turkestanas buvo bendras visos Vidurinés Azijos pavadi-
nimas - A. M.) prijungima prie Rusijos, kurj jtvirtino Stalinas, jo OGPU, véliau Nikolajus
Jezovas (NKVD vadovas 1936-1938 m. - A. M.) ir Lavrentijus Berija (soviety slaptosios
policijos vir§ininkas — A. M.)*®. Shukrullo ar Shukrullo Yusupovas (1921-2020), uzbe-
ky rasytojas, poetas, vertéjas ir dramaturgas, 1951 m. buvo nuteistas uz nacionalizma
ir antisovietine veikla dvideSimt penkeriems metams kaléjimo. Jo suémimas, tardymas
ir gyvenimas lageryje aprasyti 1995 m. iSleistoje autobiografinéje apysakoje ,Kafansiz
ko'milganlar” (liet. ,Palaidotas be apsiausto)?. Uzbeky rasytojas Togaimurodas Mengno-
rovas (1948-2003) para$é romang ,Otamdan golgan dalalar” (liet. ,Tévo sléniai“). 1998 m.
pagal §j romana rezisierius Sh. Abbasovas sukuré filma, vaizduojantj represijas nuo Ru-
sijos Vidurinés Azijos uzkariavimo iki XX a. devintojo desimtmecio represijy. Rasytojas
P. Ravshanovas (1941-2020) ra$é romanus, kuriuose vaizduojama kova pries$ Rusijos im-
perijos ekspansija ir soviety represijas Uzbekistane?.

Uzbeky istoriky nuomone, Didjji terorg 1937-1938 m. pradéjo Vladimiras Leninas, o
teroro kulminacija pasieké Stalinas?. Stalinas politinj terora paverté oficialia valstybés
politika ir suteiké jam teiséta teisinj pobudj**. Uzbekistano mokslininkai pastebéjo, kad
Seimy sarasus su iS anksto numatytomis bausmémis perziturédavo ir tvirtindavo pats
Stalinas ir jo artimiausi bendrazygiai?. Paties Stalino ir jo vykdyty represiju pasmerki-
mas atsispindéjo B. Irzaevo monografijoje. Autorius tikino, kad vietiniai komunisty ly-
deriai tapo $iy represijy aukomis, o kai kurie iS jy, pavyzdziui, Akmalas Ikramovas, netgi
prieSinosi represijoms?.

9 James Harris, ‘General Introduction’, in: The Anatomy of Terror: Political Violence under Stalin (edited by James Har-
ris), Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013, p. 4.

20 Kamw VIkpaMmoB, Jleno moero omua, Mocksa: COBETCKMY ITrcaTenb, 1991, c. 74
2 Tllyrpyio, [Torpe6eHHbie 6e3 cagaHa, TamkeHT: E3ysun, 1995.

2 T]oéH PaBlIaHoB, Kuswi canmaxam uckarxcacuda. KamaroH. (Xysxoxamiapiary Tapux). Vauaav i, [t 3], Tomr-
KeHT: Sharq, 2011.

3 Haum KapuMoB, ,Y36eKUCTOHa ,KaTTa KUPFUH' HUHT GoNUIaHuIIn, in: Y36exucmonda cogem daenamuHuHI
KamaroH cuécamu: kenub yukuwu cababnapu ea ¢osxcuanu okubamnapu, TomkeHT, 2012, ¢. 27.

2 3amupa MwaHxodxaesa, op. cit, ¢. 26.
25 Pempeccus, BBITTYCK 1, op. cit., c. 206.

% BaxpoM Mpsaes, ,Kamma KupFuHHUHI Kenu6 Yukuwu apagacudaru cuécuti-uxemumoutt ea ukmucooutl
wapoum, ToIKeHT: PaH, 2014, s. 23.
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Uzbeky istorikai teigia, kad represijas patyreé jvairs skirtingy politiniy pazitry Zzmo-
nés, jskaitant pacius bolsevikus. Istoriky nuomone, turime pagerbti visy Zuvusiy tévynai-
niy atminima. Pagerbti bolSevikinés ideologijos nepripaZinusiyjy ir jai tarnavusiyjy atmi-
nima. Tokiam pozitriui aiSkinant represuotyjy statusa pritare ir dabartiné Uzbekistano
valdzia.

Diskusijy objektas - represuotyjy statusas. PavyzdZiui, esama jvairiy nuomoniy dél
Basmachi judéjimo? (1918-1930 m.), kuris sovietmeciu buvo laikomas nusikalstamu ir
kontrrevoliuciniu. Kai kurie tyrinétojai apskritai atmeta dabartinj Sio termino vartojima,
manydami, kad jj sugalvojo komunistai. Jie sitilo vartoti termina istiglolchilar (nepriklau-
somybeés kovotojai - A. M.). K. Radzhabovas laiké Basmachi ir Jadidism (§iuolaikinj judeé-
jima Vidurinéje Azijoje - A. M.) vienu ir tuo paciu nacionalinio iSsivadavimo judéjimu?.
Trecios mokslininky grupés nuomone, butina atskirti bandity darinius nuo nepriklauso-
mybés judéjimo Salininky. Ketvirtoji grupé tebesilaiko sovietinio $io judéjimo interpreta-
vimo. Kitos intelektualy grupés nuomone, nebuvo bendro pasipriesinimo soviety valdziai
judéjimo, o veikiau pavieniai kovos uZ atskiry regiony nepriklausomybe dariniai. Anot
Laruelle, XX a. tre¢iajame deSimtmetyje islamas vaidino svarby vaidmenj Basmachi judé-
jimo pries soviety valdzia ideologijoje, o tai I. Karimovui sukélé problemy dél sekuliaraus
autoritarizmo, kurj jteisino kova su religiniu fundamentalizmu. Todél Basmachijudéjimas
palaipsniui pradétas interpretuoti kaip ,ginkluotas judéjimas®, o islamo vaidmuo nacio-
nalinio iSsivadavimo idéjoje buvo ignoruojamas?.

Mokslininkai teigia, kad archyviné medziaga apie suimtuosius Samarkando regione
rodo, kad jie buvo neteisingai apkaltinti dalyvavimu tokiose nacionalistinése ar religinése
organizacijose kaip ,Ittihodi va Taraqqiy®, ,Milliy Ittikhod", ,Shuroi Islomiya®“, ,Shuroi Ula-
mo", Milliy Istiglol“®°. Deja, nepaisant iSsamiy tyrimy, klausimas dél realaus antisovieti-
niy organizacijy egzistavimo XX a. ketvirtajame deSimtmetyje lieka neatsakytas.

Apskritai, kitaip nei Rusijoje, kurioje yra priestaringy XX a. ketvirtojo desSimtmecio jvy-
kiy interpretacijy, Uzbekistane dominuoja su $iuo laikotarpiu susije neigiami diskursai.
Vertindami gyventojy atmintj apie represijy organizatoriy, diktatoriy Staling, Uzbekista-
no istorijos tyrinétojai priéjo prie skirtingy iSvady. Dadabaevas pazymeéjo, kad nepaisant
to, jog Uzbekistano gyventojai pripazjsta daugelj neigiamy aspekty, susijusiy su Stalinu,

7 Terminas basmachi” reiSkia ,bandita“. S termina komunistai vartojo pasipriesinimo kovotojams Vidurinéje Azi-
joje apibudinti ir jis buvo placiai vartojamas visame regione, bandant jtikinti visuomene, esa kovotojai yra tik nusi-
kaltéliai.

28 Kahramon Radjabov, ,Struggle for independence in Turkestan and Muslim clergy”, in: Oriente Moderno, Nuova
serie, Anno 87, No. 1, Studies on Central Asia. 2007, pp. 177-188.

2 Marlene Laruelle, op. cit, p. 53.

30 pyctam [lamcyTauHOB, 9nép XonMmupsaes, Konnekmusnawmupuw 8a «kamma meppop» 0aspudd KamaroH
KWIUHIGH 8aMAHOOWIAPUMUSHUHT Xomupa Kumo6u, TOIKeHT: AHru acp asnoay, 2015, s. 17.
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Zmoniy samonéje isliko teigiamas Stalino jvaizdis3. Turima medziaga ir Uzbekistano
visuomenés nuomoné rodo, kad reikéty atsargiai daryti tokius apibendrinimus dél Uz-
bekistano visuomenés nuomonés apie Stalina. Teigiamas Stalino jvaizdis iSlikes tarp ty,
kurie nenukentéjo nuo stalininiy represijy, ir daugiausia tarp buvusiy SSRS KGB nariy, ju
agenty, kai kuriy karo veterany ir pan.

Sovietmeciu ypac daug represijy patyreé religiniai lyderiai. Man pavyko uzfiksuoti trau-
miniy istorijy apie represijas prie§ Sayyids (pranaso Mahometo palikuonis) ir Khojas
(islamo $ventyjy palikuonis). Soviety valdZzios metais Bukharos oazés Khojas ir Sayyids
neteko savo turto ir privilegijuy, o ju lyderiai patyré represijas. Khoja intelektualai pabré-
7é, kad juy seneliai labai nukentéjo nuo Stalino represijy, kurios padareé didziulj trauminj
poveikj visuomenei, ypac¢ Bukharoje, kuri buvo pagrindinis religinio Svietimo centras iki-
sovietingje Vidurinéje Azijoje. Khojas buvo oficialiai identifikuoti ir pazenklinti kaip ,anti-
visuomeniniai elementai” arba ,klasés priesai“ (Interviu, Bukhara, 2011 m. vasaris-kovas).
Panasiy pasakojimy apie trauminius Stalino epochos jvykius uzfiksuota ir tarp Piety Ka-
zachstano Khojas.?? Buta atvejy, kai net sovietinio rezimo kritikai neatsidurdavo Gulage.
Pasak M. Rywkino (1925-2022)%, 1944-1945 m. Samarkande atskiros jaunimo grupeés kri-
tiskai diskutuodavo apie sovietu valdzig, taciau jos nepatyré represijy (Interviu, Niujorkas,
2019 m. geguzés mén.). Matyt, né vienas i$ jy apie tokius pokalbius nepranes$eé slaptajai
policijai (NKVD - A. M.). Uzfiksavau atvejuy, kai aresto iSvakarése kai kurie Zmonés pabégo j
kitus regionus, taip iSvengdami suémimo ir likdami gyvi (Interviu, Samarkandas, 2011 m.).

Kaip pazyméjo Torbakovas, ,nacionalizuota“ istorija yra butina jsivaizduojamam tau-
tos jvaizdziui, tac¢iau kartu tradicinis nacionalinis naratyvas gali buti uzpildytas daugia-
tautiSkumo ar tarptautiSskumo poziuriu3. Siuo metu Uzbekistano politikoje dominuoja
daugiatautiSkumo pozitris. Pasak J. Adamso, Uzbekistano valdzZia siekia imituoti pasau-
lietinj, pilietinj-tautinj valstybingumo modelj, kurj i$ dalies lemia sovietinis internaciona-
lizmo palikimas ir tarptautiniy normy spaudimas?®*. Uzbekistano pareigiinai pabrézia, kad
sovietinés represijos buvo nukreiptos ne tik pries uzbekus, bet ir pries kity tautybiy atsto-
vus. Tyréjai pripazjsta, kad tam tikri Zmonés is jvairiy SSRS regiony buvo iStremti j Uzbe-
kistang. 1943-1944 m. j Uzbekistana buvo perkelti Krymo totoriai, CeCénai, ingusai, balka-

3t Timur Dadabaev, Identity and memory in post-Soviet Central Asia: Uzbekistan's Soviet past, Routledge, 2015, p. 91.

32 Azim Malikov, ,Sacred Lineages in Central Asia: Translocality and Identity”, Mobilities, Boundaries, and Travelling
Ideas, in: Rethinking translocality beyond Central Asia and the Caucasus, Editors: M. Stephan-Emmrich, Ph. Schroder
Open Book Publishers, 2018, p. 140.

3 Michael Rywkin (1925-2022) amerikie¢iu mokslininkas, Vidurinés Azijos specialistas. Gime Vilniuje. 1941-1945 m.
buvo evakuotas j Uzbekistana. 1963 m. tapo Niujorko miesto koledZo profesoriumi ir Rusijos regiono studijy direktori-
umi; Sias pareigas ¢jo iki pat is¢jimo j pensija 1993 m.

34 Igor Torbakov, History, Memory and National Identity: Understanding the Politics of History and Memory Wars in
Post-Soviet Lands", in: Demokratizatsiya, 2011, No. 19 (3), p. 224.

3 Laura Adams, op. cit, pp. 104-105.
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rai, graikai ir turkai meschetinai. Uzbekistane skelbiami duomenys apie jvairiy profesiju ir
jvairiy tautybiy tremtinius: baltarusius, Zydus, kazachus, karakalpakus, kirgizus, latvius, lie-
tuvius, rusus, tadzikus, totorius, ukrainiecius ir kt.3 Uzbekijos valdZia, apibrézdama tremti-
niy kategorijas, vadovaujasi teritoriniu principu. Etniniai uzbekai, gyvene uz Uzbekijos SSR
riby ir nukentéje nuo Stalino represijy, oficialiuose Uzbekistano naratyvuose nefiguruoja.

Atminties politika Uzbekistane ir represijy auky
atminties institucionalizavimas

Vidurinés Azijos valstybés iSradingai naudoja skirtingas tautos reprezentavimo priemo-
nes. Jomis gali buti nauja oficialioji istoriografija, mokykliniai vadovéliai, eksponaty at-
naujinimas ar naujy muziejy kiirimas, taip pat miesty krastovaizdzio, vietovardziy, naujy
paminkly ir t. t. keitimas.?” Atminties politikos esmeé - jvairiy filmy, memorialy, vietovar-
dziy, muziejy, valstybiniy Svenciy, simboliy ir ritualy kiirimas3®.

Pasak A. Torbakovo, rimta klittis dialogui ir diskusijoms apie skirtingus praeities vaiz-
dinius yra autoritariné politiné kultlra, netoleruojanti prieStaravimy, diskusijy ir konku-
ruojanciy idéjy*. Nors atminties politikoje dalyvauja daug veikéjy, autoritarinio valdymo
salygomis Uzbekistane valstybés vaidmuo Siame procese ir oficiali sovietmecio bei stali-
niniy represijy interpretacija jgyja ypatinga reikSme. Kai kuriy tyréjy teigimu, dabartinis
politinis elitas i$ esmés yra nustimes j parastes intelektualyjj elita Uzbekistane*°. Atlikus
valstybinés politikos stalininiy represijy auky atminimo jamzinimo klausimu Uzbekista-
ne tyrima, galima teigti, kad intelektualiojo elito atstovai B. Khasanovas, N. Karimovas ir
nemazai kity aktyviai bendravo ir bendrauja su politiniu elitu tam tikrais stalininiy repre-
sijy Uzbekistane aspekty tyrimo ir populiarinimo strategijos kiirimo klausimais.

Stalino epochos masiniy politiniy represijy ir jy auky reabilitacijos tema naudojosi po-
sovietiniy Vidurineés Azijos respubliky, iSskyrus Turkmeénija ir Tadzikistang, politinis eli-
tas. Kazachstane, Kirgizijoje ir Uzbekistane yra muziejy ir paminkly, susijusiy su Stalino
represijy atminimu®. Pozilirio j stalinines represijas ir jy aukas budingas bruozas - selek-

36 Penipeccus, 1937-1938 rr.: JokyMeHMbl U Mamepuaiel, BBIITyCK 4: JKepmabl Bonbworo meppopa u3 Y3bekucmaa,
1937 rod, dexabpb, CoctaButeny: lllaMcyTanHoB P. T., A6nymnaes M., [lycmaros 2. I1, Kyp6anos X. P., TauikeHT: [llapk,
2008.

37 Marlene Laruelle, op. cit., p. 9.
38 Samira Saramo, Ulla Savolainen, op. cit,, p. 9.
3 Igor Torbakov, op. cit, p. 223.

4 Diana Kudaibergenova and Boram Shin, ,Authors and Authoritarianism in Central Asia: Failed Agency and Na-
tionalising Authoritarianism in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan", in: Asian Studies Review, 2018, No. 42 (2), p. 319.

4 TlaBen JISTIEHKO, ,B3aMMOCBA3b DeabIIMTALMK JKEPTB CTAalMHCKUX DENpecCuil U ITOJIUTHIECKOMN
TpaHChOPMAIMY  TIOCTCOBETCKUX [I€HTPANbHOA3UATCKIX TOCYAAPCTB', in: BecmHuK Kbiprbl3cko-Poccutickoro
cnassHckoro yHusepcumema, 2015, N2 15 (12), ¢. 31-32.
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tyvi tam tikry sovietiniy represiju auky reabilitacija. Kitaip nei Kazachstane, Kirgizijoje ir
Turkmeénijoje, Uzbekistane néra jstatymo dél politiniy represijy auky reabilitacijos. Yra
tik Uzbekistano prezidento dekretai ir jsakymai dél represijy auky atminimo jamzZinimo.

Galima iSskirti keletg Uzbekistano atminties politikos bruozy: 1) naujy idéjy, alternatyviuy
sovietinei istoriografijai, kirimas; 2) jvairiy, taip pat ir neigiamy, Rusijos jvaizdziy karimas;
3) naujy valstybiniy $venéiy atsiradimas; 4) gatviy, aik3¢iy ir kt. pervadinimas; 5) paminkly
griovimas ir naujy jrengimas, memorialy, turinciy simboline su nacionalinio identiteto
formavimu susijusia reikSme, kiirimas*2. Uzbekistano atminties politikoje praeities ir ypac¢
sovietinio laikotarpio atzvilgiu galima i$skirti tris pagrindinius etapus: 1) 1991-1999 m,;
2)1999-2016 m.; 3) nuo 2017 m. iki dabar. Pirmojo etapo metu, vadovaujantis perestroikos
epochos palikimu, Uzbekistane buvo atveriami archyvai, atliekami tyrimai, publikuojama
medZiaga apie sovietines 1917-1989 m. represijas. Antrojo etapo metu valstybé aktyviau
jsitraukeé j represijy atminties formavima, buvo paskirta represijy auky atminimo diena,
jkurtas represijy auky atminimo muziejus, isleistos atminties knygos.

Pirmojo Uzbekistano prezidento I. Karimovo vadovavimo laikotarpiu (1991-2016) so-
vietiné praeitis i$ pradziy buvo interpretuojama skirtingai, o véliau neigiamas suvoki-
mas sustipréjo. Pazymétina, kad Siuo laikotarpiu kai kurie Salies kultirinio elito atstovai
buvo jtraukti j valstybés aparata ir daré tam tikra jtaka valstybés ideologijos formavimui.
Daugeliui intelektualiojo elito atstovy sovietiniy represijy epocha buvo trauma, paveikusi
ne tik jy Seimas, bet ir dvasines nacionalines vertybes bei religija. Kartu pazymétina, kad
XX a. deSimtajame desSimtmetyje ir XXI a. pirmojo deSimtmecio pradzioje Taskento kul-
taros elito sluoksniuose sklandé nemazai dviprasmisky nuomoniy apie sovietinj kolonia-
lizmo palikima, modernizacija ir kulturos raida*®. Nepaisant to, Uzbekistano autoritarinés
sistemos ypatumai sumazino galimybes diskutuoti ir koegzistuoti dél skirtingy sovietiniy
represijy interpretavimo versijy. I. Karimovo ir jo aplinkos politika sovietinés praeities at-
zvilgiu aiSkinama pokolonijinio nacionalizmo prigimtimi. I. Karimovas sieké paskelbti is-
toriniy, kulturiniy ir ideologiniy idéjy nauja interpretacija, atitinkancia jo paties tikslus*.
TeritoriSkumas ir bent jau etniSkumas tapo vienais svarbiausiy nacionalinés tapatybés
aspekty, kuriuos bando populiarinti Uzbekistano politinis elitas*.

Sovietmecio paveldo atmetimo diskursas pasireiské ir valstybés politikoje sovietiniy
paminkly atzvilgiu. Nuo 1992 m. iki 2010 m. Uzbekistane buvo sunaikinti kai kurie Ru-
sijos imperinio laikotarpio, taip pat sovietmecio memorialiniai paminklai, jskaitant pa-

42 Azim Malikov, International Journal of Modern Anthropology, 2018, No. 2 (11), pp. 127-145.
4 Laura Adams, op. cit, p. 117.

4 Andrew March, ,State ideology and the legitimation of authoritarianism’, in: Journal of Political Ideologies, 2003,
No. 8 (2), p. 212.

4 Matteo Fumagalli, ,Ethnicity, state formation and foreign policy: Uzbekistan and ‘Uzbeks abroad™, in: Central Asian
Survey, 2007, No. 26 (1), p. 119.
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minklus represuotiems uzbeky komunistams (pavyzdziui, Samarkande buvo nugriauti
paminklai Akmalui Ikramovui (1898-1938) ir Mirkomilui Mirsharapovui (1900-1938). Si
politika iSreiSké valstybés strategija dekomunizuoti ir desovietizuoti Uzbekistano me-
morialine kultura.

Intelektualy reikalavimus jamzinti per rusy uzkariavima ir soviety represijas nuzudyty-
ju atminima palaiké Uzbekistano valdZia. Taciau is pradziy démesys buvo sutelktas j Stali-
no represijas. 1999 m. geguzés mén. buvo paskelbtas Uzbekistano Respublikos prezidento
dekretas ,Dél represijy auky atminimo jamzinimo Uzbekistane®. 1999 m. birzelj jsteigtas
labdaros fondas ,Shahidlar Khotirasi‘ (liet. ,Represijy aukoms atminti‘), padedantis rengti
atminimo knyga - ,Qatagon Qurbonlari‘ (liet. ,Represijy aukos®). 1999 m. liepos mén. buvo
paskelbtas Ministry kabineto prie Uzbekistano Respublikos prezidento nutarimas ,Dél pa-
trioty, paaukojusiy gyvybe uZ tévynés ir tautos laisve, atminimo jamZinimo*“.

2000 m. geguzeés 12 d. atidarytas ,Shahidlar Khotirasi“ memorialinis kompleksas. Vé-
liau, 2001 m. geguzés mén., buvo isleistas Uzbekistano Respublikos prezidento I. Kari-
movo dekretas ,Dél represijy auky atminimo dienos paskelbimo®. Prezidentas 2001 m.
pazymeéjo, kad ,represijos - tai prieSiskos, smurtinés engimo ir bauginimo politikos,
vykdytos pries visus muisy Zmones ir musy tauta priklausomybés ir kolonializmo epo-
choje, pagrindas. Per Taskento okupacija (1865 m. - A. M.) caro kariuomené nubaudé
daug nekalty Zmoniy.“*¢ Mano nuomone, prezidento I. Karimovo ir politinio elito politi-
ka sovietinés praeities atzvilgiu galima paaiskinti antikolonijinio nacionalizmo prigim-
timi. Be to, XX a. deSimtajame deSimtmetyje Uzbekistano elito antisovietinio diskurso
formavimuisi tam tikra jtaka daré uzbeky diaspora uzsienyje. Sovietiniy represijy klau-
simas ir antisovietinis diskursas atsispindéjo uzsienyje gyvenanciy uzbeky, pavyzdziui,
B. Hayito,”” A. Andizhano ir kt. publikacijose prie$ nepriklausomybeés laikotarpj ir jos lai-
kotarpiu.

Kulttrinis elitas ir jo poZitris i stalinines represijas vaidina svarby vaidmenj suvokiant
valstybés politika sovietinés praeities atzvilgiu. Uzbekistano kultariniam elitui priklauso
netik sostinés, bet ir regioniniy centry intelektualai i Samarkando, AndiZono, Karso, Bu-
charosir kt. Iniciatyva jamzinti represijy auky atminima palaiké ir Uzbekistano regioninis
elitas. Buvo isleisti atskiri rinkiniai, skirti tam tikry regiony kulttrinio elito represijoms, i$
ju aktyviausi buvo Ferganos slénio tyrinétojai. 2001 m. AndiZone profesorius R. Shamsut-
dinovas jsteige labdaros fondg ,Shahidlar Chotirasi ir Tarptautinj mokslinés ir praktinés
ekspedicijos fonda ,Meros* (liet. ,Paveldas”), renkantj ir skelbiantj medziagg apie politiniy
represijy auky likimus*®.

4 Vcmam KapuMoB, 3a pougemarue PoouHb — Kaxcobili U3 Hac 8 omaeme, T. 9, TatkeHT: V36erucToH, 2001, ¢. 330.

4 Baymirza Hayit, ,Turkistan: a case for national independence’, in: Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs. Journal, 1979,
No.1(1), pp. 38-50.

48 Pempeccus, BBIIYCK 1, op. cit,, . 8.
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Manau, kad S. Mirzijojevui atéjus j valdzig prasidéjo naujas atminties politikos etapas. Jo
metu vyriausybés politika tapo liberalesné ir kilo platesnés diskusijos sovietiniy repre-
sijy ir jy auky reabilitacijos klausimais. Prezidento S. Mirzijojevo vadovavimo laikotarpiu
2020 m. spalio 8 d. buvo isleistas jsakymas ,Dél papildomy priemoniy, skirty politiniy
represiju auky paveldo gilesniam tyrimui ir atminimo jamzinimui“#. ] Sio klausimo ty-
rima ir represiju auky atminimo jamZzinima, idéjos propagavima jsitrauké ministerijos,
muziejai, Moksly akademija, Nacionalinis archyvas ir kt. Buvo iSkeltas klausimas dél is-
samaus represijy auky saraso sudarymo. Pazymétina, kad Siame sudétingame procese
kyla diskusijy dél ,egzekuciju vykdytojy” ir ju ,auky”. Uzbekistano valdzia toliau aiSkinosi
XX a. treciojo ir ketvirtojo deSimtmeciy represijy teisines detales. 2023 m. balandzio 19 d.
Uzbekistano Respublikos Auksciausiojo teismo baudziamyjy byly kolegija iSteisino 208
Uzbekistano piliecius, gimusius Salies Ferganos, Samarkando ir Kaskadarijos srityse. Visi
jie buvo nuteisti mirties bausme arba ilgalaikémis laisvés atémimo bausmeémis OGPU
Jtroiky“ specialiyju posédziy 1930-1931 m. sprendimais®. Planuojama sukurti represi-
jy auky atminimo kampelius ir atminimo knygas mahalose (mahalla - vietinis teritori-
nis-administracinis vienetas Uzbekistane - A. M.), kasmet rengti ir leisti rinkinius, skirtus
represiju auky gyvenimui ir veiklai®.

Uzbekistano istorikai Stalino represijas vertina antikolonijinés kovos su Rusijos impe-
rija kontekste ir kaip jos dalj. Sovietiniy represijy tema atsispindi ir Uzbekistano moky-
kliniuose vadovéliuose. Viduriniy mokykly vadovélyje 10 klaséms yra pastraipa ,Soviety
valdZios represiné politika Uzbekistane: jos reiksmeé ir pasekmés“s2. S. Mirzijojevo epochos
istorikai daug démesio skiria represuoty jadidy (modernisty - A. M.) gyvenimui tyrinéti.
Siuo metu kai kurios jadidy idéjos pasirinktinai naudojamos populiarinant jy ideologine
platforma ir jtraukiamos j oficialius pasakojimus. Skirtingai nei I. Karimovo laikais, dabar
istorikai gali laisvai kalbéti apie jadidy propaguotas tiurkizmo idéjas. Taciau kai kuriy jadi-
dy lyderiy i$sakyti islamo elementai ir vietiné tapatybé lieka ignoruojami.

Pliuralistiné valstybés politika tiriant Uzbekistano praeitj leidzia vietos visuomenés
atstovams atvirai reiksti skirtingus poZziurius apie kolonijinj laikotarpj. Iki 2022 m. Uzbe-
kistano atminties politikoje svarby vaidmenj vaidino ir kiti veiksniai, pavyzdziui, buvo at-

49 PacriopsbkeHue [Ipe3uzeHTa Pecry6nuky Y36eructaH ,O JOTMONHUTENBHBIX Mepax Mo 6oree IIy6oKoMY
M3YUEeHUI0 HacJlefns 1 YBEKOBEUEHHUIO I1aMSTU JKEpPTB perpeccuil’, 8 merabps 2020 roxa, in: <https//lex.uz/
docs/5041021>, [2024-09-30].

50 Pycram TeMUpPOB, ,Y36eRUCTaH peabrminTrpoBa 6osee 200 JKePTB CTAJIMHCKUX peripeccuit’, in: <https://central.
asia-news.com/ru/articles/cnmi_ca/features/2023/05/11/feature-01>, [2024-09-30].

St [llaBKaT MUP3UEeB, YHACMHUKAM MexOyHAPOOHOU KOH@epeHUUU «/Ixadudbl: HAUUOHANIbHOE CAMOCO3HAHUE,
udeu He3agucuUMocmu u rocyoapcmeeHHocmuy, 11-12-2023, in: <https://president.uz/ru/lists/view/6919>, [2024-09-
30].

%2 KaxpaMoH PaxaboB, AK6ap 3aMOHOB, Jicmopus Y3bekucmaHa YyeGHUK ong yuawuxcs 10-Knaccog cpedHux
06pazosamernbHblX yupexcoeHull U yupexcoeHul CcpeoHero CreyuanbHOro, MpopeccuoHanbHoro 06pazos8aHus,
Tamrkent: 2017, ¢. 80.
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sizvelgiama j rusy diasporos balsus ir Antrojo pasaulinio karo istorine atmintj. Pavyzdziui,
Taskente buvo pastatytas naujas paminklas Antrojo pasaulinio karo soviety didvyriams
S. Rakhimovui ir kitiems, taip pat 2018 m. buvo atstatytas istorinis paminklas - koplycia,
skirta 1865 m. per Taskento uzémima kritusiems rusy kariams atminti. Pazymeétina, kad
visuomenéje Siais klausimais verda arsios diskusijos ir reiskiasi alternatyvios nuomoneés.
Kitaip nei Rusijoje, kurioje sklando priestaringos Stalino epochos jvykiy interpretacijos®,
Uzbekistane dominuoja su Siuo laikotarpiu susije neigiami diskursai.

Valstybinis represijy auky atminimo muziejus

Muziejai yra vietos, kuriose konstruojami specifiniai ir selektyvis naratyvai apie tapatybes,
,Konkretizuojantys atmintj arba institucionalizuojantys tam tikra istorijos vizija. Muziejai
posovietinéje erdvéje formuoja diskursa, jteisina nacionaline atmintj ir kuria kolektyvine
atmintj.“** Muziejai yra unikalios kulttrinés formos, taip pat politinés priemonés, kuriomis
siekiama konkreciy politiniy tiksly, taip pat yra Svietimo, moksliniy tyrimy ir Ziniy apie
smurto ir neteisybés kontekstus bei situacijas sklaidos centrai®. Atminties politika apima
tam tikry praeities jvykiy ,prisiminimg"“ ir kity ,uZmirsima“.

1990-1991 m. represuoty asmeny vaikai, tarp jy ir Uzbekijos SSR Moksly akademijos As-
tronomijos instituto direktorius T. Yuldashbaevas, pasisaké uz tai, kad Taskente atsirasty
memorialas zuvusiesiems nuo Stalino represijy®®. Taciau tik po deSimties mety Uzbekista-
no valdzia nusprendé sukurti toki muzieju. Represijy auky atminimo muziejus buvo jkur-
tas vadovaujantis Uzbekistano Respublikos prezidento 2001 m. geguzés 1 d. dekretu ,Dél
represijy auky atminimo dienos paskelbimo®. Muziejus jrengtas toje vietoje, kurioje nuo
XX a. treCiojo deSimtmecio pradzios iki ketvirtojo deSimtmecio pabaigos buvo vykdomos
masinés represuoty Zmoniy egzekucijos. Muziejaus kupolo vidinéje puséje yra uzrasas:
,Zuvusiyjy uz Salies laisve atminimas turi gyvuoti amzinai“ (uzbeky ir angly kalbomis).

Muziejy sudaro Sesi skyriai, kuriuose eksponatai iSdéstyti chronologiskai pradedant
nuo carinés Rusijos vykdyto Vidurinés Azijos (Turkestano) kolonizacijos laikotarpio ir
vietos gyventojy kovy su kolonizatoriais. Kiti skyriai skirti 1930-1960 m. represijoms.
Konkreciai vaizdo medziagoje pateikiami vaiky, kuriy tévai buvo ,iSbuozinti” ir iStremti
is Salies, prisiminimai apie sunkias salygas, kuriomis jie buvo priversti gyventi ir dirbti.
Atskiri stendai skirti represijoms pries jvairias tautybes. Tukstanciai koréjieciy, Krymo to-

53 Kathleen Smith, Remembering Stalin’s victims: popular memory and the end of the USSR, Cornell University Press,
1996, p. 207.

54 KatarzynaJarosz. ,National narratives of ‘occupation’ in historical museums of the post-Soviet landscape”. in: Visu-
al Histories of Occupation: A Transcultural Dialogue, Ed. Jeremy E. Taylor. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2021, p. 242.

55 Amy Sodaro, Exhibiting atrocity: Memorial museums and the politics of past violence, Rutgers University Press, 2018,
p.5
6 Kamw VIKpaMoB, op. cit., . 256.
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toriy, turky meschetiny, Volgos vokieciy ir kity tautybiy atstovy buvo iStremti i$ savo gy-
venamuyjy viety j kitas respublikas, ypac j Uzbekistana. Paskutiniai du skyriai apima XX a.
devintojo desimtmecio represijas, taip pat nepriklausomybés metais represuoty asmeny
atminimo jamzinima. Muziejaus ekspozicijose atsispindi visy tautybiy atstovy, nukente-
jusiy nuo sovietiniy represijy, istorija. Sie faktai paneigia kai kuriy tyréjy i$sakyta nuomo-
ne, kad neva muziejus yra skirtas tik represijoms pries uzbekus®”.

IS represijy auky atminimo muziejaus akivaizdu, kad Uzbekistano tauty represijos
Siek tiek skiriasi nuo rusiSky naratyvy, nes joms suteikiamas bendras kolonijinis po-
budis, apimantis ilgesnj laikotarpj®. Muziejus neatsirado is niekur, ir tai nesunku su-
prasti, jei perskaitysite XX a. devintojo deSimtmecio pabaigos ir deSimtojo deSimtmecio
leidinius, kuriose Uzbekistano kulturinis elitas daug diskutavo apie traumy ir represijy
problematika. Oficialioji represuotyjy atmintis ir valstybés jsteigtas Represijy auky at-
minimo muziejus sulaukia represuotyjy artimyju ir palikuoniy palaikymo. Taciau, kaip
pazyméjo Dadabaevas, esama ir jvairiy alternatyviy Stalino epochos suvokimo versijy*.

2017 m. Uzbekistano Ministry kabineto nutarimu prie regioniniy universitety, pavyz-
dziui, AndiZono universitete, buvo jsteigti muziejai ,Qatagon qurbonlari hotirasi‘ (liet.
Represijy auky atminimo muziejus). Ekspozicijy sudarymo principai panasus j Taskento
muziejaus, taciau atsizvelgiama j regionine specifika ir mokslininky pateikta medziaga.
Panasus muziejus buvo sukurtas Urgence, Uzbekistano Chorezmo srities regioniniame
centre. Jame atsispindéjo tragiski Chorezmo vietiniy gyventojy, tarp ju ir uzbeky kino
meno pradininko Khudaibergeno Divanovo (1879-1938), likimai.°

Paroduy su informacija apie Stalino represijas yra A. Qadyrio, Oybeko Taskente ir F. Kho-
jaevo namuose-muziejuose Bucharoje. Nuo 2017 m. Uzbekistane pastatyti paminklai re-
presuotiems kulturos veikéjams: A. Avloniui, I. Ibratui, A. Fitratui, A. Chulponui, A. Qadyriui.

ISvados

Uzbekistano ir jo kulturinio elito daugiatautiSkumas turéjo didelés jtakos Salies praeities
suvokimui ir oficialiosios atminties formavimuisi. Daugeliui intelektualiojo elito atstovy
sovietiniy represijy epocha Zenklina trauma, paveikusia ne tik Seimas, bet ir dvasines na-
cionalines vertybes bei religija. Michailo Gorbaciovo epochos politika ir intelektualy pu-
blikacijos apie trauminius prisiminimus suvaidino svarby vaidmenj paskatinant visuoti-

57 Zhanat Kundakbayeva, Didar Kassymova, ,Remembering and forgetting: the state policy of memorializing Stalin’s
repression in post-Soviet Kazakhstan®, in: Nationalities Papers, 2016, No. 44 (4), pp. 611-627.

58 BuxTop lIHUpenbMaH, ,My3ell U KOHCTPYUPOBaHWE COLMANBHON MaMATH: KyIBTYPOJIOTMUYEeCKUN TIOAXOL, in:
SmHorpaguyeckoe 0603peHue, 2010, N2 4, c. 24.

% Timur Dadabaev, op. cit., p. 91.

60 Xopa3M KaTaroH KypboHIapy X0TUpacy My3en Tapuxu’, in: <https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=7z0YN5xIN7Q>,
[2024-01-15].

49



2024 2(56) Azim Malikov
Genocidas ir rezistencija Stalino represijos ir auky reabilitacija Uzbekistano atminties politikoje

nes diskusijas apie Stalino represijas. Sovietiniy represijy vertinimo antikolonialinés ko-
vos priesS Rusijos imperijos agresija kontekste idéja gimé ne uzbeky politiniam elitui - ja
suformulavo ir iSplétojo vietos kulturinis elitas kartu su uZsienyje gyvenanciais uzbekuy
intelektualais. Taciau autoritariné I. Karimovo politika turéjo jtakos pasiprieSinimo idéjy
interpretacijai, nejtraukdama j ja islamisky ir proturkisky (pantiurki$ky) elementy.

Nuo 2017 m. pastebima liberalesné valstybés politika, placiau diskutuojama sovieti-
niy represijy ir ju auky reabilitacijos tema. Skirtingai nei kaimyninése Salyse, Uzbekista-
no politinis ir kulturinis elitas nesivadovauja etniniu principu studijuodamas archyvine
medZiaga apie represuotuosius, o remiasi tarptautiSkumo ir teritoriSkumo principais.
Etniniai uzbekai, gyvene uz Uzbekijos SSR riby ir nukentéje nuo Stalino represijy, nej-
traukiami j oficialius Uzbekistano naratyvus. Palyginti su Karimovo laikais, dabar valsty-
bé daugiau démesio skiria sovietiniy represijy auky reabilitacijos klausimui. VieSajame
Uzbekistano diskurse buvo aptariama uz represijas atsakingy asmeny problema, taciau
politinis elitas pirmenybe teiké susitaikymo koncepcijai ir atsisaké ieSkoti iSdaviky bei
pasmerkti sovietinio rezimo Salininkus. Vadovaujantis naujaja politika visi buvusios Uz-
bekistano SSR gyventojai, nukentéje nuo stalininiy represijy, nepriklausomai nuo jy poli-
tinés pozicijos, laikomi sovietinio rezimo aukomis.
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Azim Malikov

Stalin’s Repressions and Rehabilitation of the Victims in the Politics of Memory
in Uzbekistan

Summary

This article is devoted to the analysis of how Stalin's repressions are represented in the politics of me-
mory in Uzbekistan, becoming part of the process of constructing a national ideological discourse.
Uzbekistan's multi-ethnicity and authoritarian system of governance have had a significant impact
on understanding the country's past and the formation of official memory. The research sources in-
cluded official data, published memoirs, as well as individual interviews with witnesses of the era. The
idea that Soviet repressions should be seen in the context of the anti-colonialist struggle against the
aggression of the Russian Empire was not an invention of Uzbek political elites, but was developed
by Uzbek cultural elites. The first president of Uzbekistan, Islam Karimov, in close dialogue with the
Uzbek intellectual elite, contributed to the formation of a national memory of Soviet repressions and
their victims. During this period, the rehabilitation of victims of Soviet repressions was carried out
selectively. Since Shavkat Mirziyoyev came to power, there has been a more liberal government po-
licy and a wider discussion of the issue of Soviet repressions and the rehabilitation of their victims.
In official narratives, all residents of the former Uzbek SSR who suffered from Stalinist repressions,
regardless of their political position, are considered victims of the Soviet regime. Unlike neighbouring
countries, the political and cultural elite of Uzbekistan does not follow the ethnic principle of studying
the victims of Soviet repressions, but adheres to internationalism and territoriality.

Keywords: memory of Soviet repressions, nation-building, cultural elites, authoritarianism.
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Straipsnyje apzZvelgiami posovietinéje Rusijoje vyke atminties politikos, susijusios
su sovietiniu laikotarpiu vykdytomis politinémis represijomis, pokyciai, apzvelgiant
laikotarpj nuo XX a. deSimtojo desimtmecio pradzios iki Siy dieny. Remdamasis Jano
Kubiko ir Michaelio Bernhardo pasiulyta atminties politikos studiju metodologija bei
Aleidos Assmann kultirinés atminties kanono“ ir ,archyvo koncepcijomis, autorius
nagrinéja Sio Rusijos ,atminties krastovaizdzio“ segmento pokyciy dinamika, veikiama
politiniy poslinkiy, susijusiy su agresyviais 2014-2022 m. Rusijos vadovybés veiksmais
dél atminties apie politinius valstybés nusikaltimus iSstimimo i$ vieSosios erdvés kaip
politinio elito kovos su prieSingai teigiancia ,kontratmintimi“ forma. Ypatingas démesys
skiriamas pokyc¢iams, vykstantiems sovietiniy politiniy represijy atminties politikoje nuo
Rusijos visapusiskos invazijos j Ukraina pradzios.

ReikSminiai Zodziai: sovietinés politinés represijos, atminties politika, mnemoniniai
veikéjai, ,Memorial‘ draugija.
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Per pastaruosius du deSimtmecius sovietmeciu vykdyty politiniy represijy atmintis
buvo viena svarbiausiy ,neoficialios kontratminties” (vok. Gegengeddchtnis)* apraisky Ru-
sijoje. Si kontraatmintis prie$tarauja oficialiam istoriniam naratyvui, kurj Putino reZimas
stiprina jau kelis desimtmecius, Slovindamas valstybés valdzia ir siekdamas pateisinti vi-
sus tiek dabarties, tiek praeities Rusijos valdzios veiksmus kaip teisétus?.

Siame straipsnyje méginama bendrais bruoZais apibudinti pagrindinius atminties
politikos etapus, susijusius su vienu is Siuolaikinés Rusijos ,atminties krastovaizdzio® se-
gmenty - atmintimi apie sovietmecio politines represijas. Bandysime nustatyti pagrindi-
nes ,mnemoniniy veikéjy“ grupes ir strategijas, kuriu Sie veikéjai laikési kiekviename is
etapy, iSskirti skirtingy veikéjy grupiy saveikos formas, nusakyti pagrindines kiekvieno
etapo politiniy represijy auky atminimo jamzinimo formas ir kelti klausima apie politiniy
represijy atminimo politikos SSRS santykj su bendrais politiniais poky¢iais Salyje.

Siai apzvalgai svarbiausi tie atminties politikos poky¢iai, kurie jvyko Rusijos valdZiai
2021-2022 m. zZiema likvidavus dvi centrines ,Memorial“ draugijos organizacijas ir netru-
kus po to pradéjus plataus masto invazija j Ukraina. Deja, Siuo metu neturime iSsamios
duomeny bazés, kuria iSanalizave galétume kiekybiskai jvertinti konkreciy atminimo
praktikos tendencijy raida per pastaruosius dvejus su puse mety. Atsizvelgiant j $j apri-
bojima, tyrimo strategija neiSvengiamai apima tendencijy iSskyrima ir reikSmingy fakty
pripazinima. Siame tyrime ypatingas vaidmuo tenka Jano Kubiko ir Michaelio Bernhardo
vadovaujamos tyréjy grupés pasiulytai konceptualiajai sistemai, skirtai tirti atminties po-
litika postsocialistinéje Europoje,? bei socialinés atminties ir uzmirs$imo dinamikos (ypac
atminties politikos kontekste) tyrimams, tarp kuriy Aleidos Assmann* i§plétotos sociali-
nés atminties ,kanono“ir ,archyvo* savokos.

Siame glaustame straipsnyje nesileisiu j svarstymus, ar konkrecios sovietinés repre-
sijos, vykusios daugiausia stalininéje epochoje, turéty buti priskirtos genocidui ar soci-
aliniam genocidui. Nesiimsiu nagrinéti 1922 m. ir 1945-1947 m. badmecio Urale® jvykiy,

1 Aleida Assmann, Formen des Vergessens, Gottingen: Wallstein Verlag, 2016, p. 96.

2 Apie modernaus rusiSkojo etatizmo, kaip naujos Rusijoje vyraujancios politinés ideologijos formos,
Jretrospektyvyji matmeni” Zr. Laisvosios istorijos draugijos tyrimus: ,Kokios praeities reikia Rusijos ateiciai, Maskva:
Komitet grazdanskikh initciativ, 2017. Taip pat Zr. Maria Snegovaja, Michael Kimmage, Jade McGlynn, “The Ideology
of Putinism: Is it Sustainable?”, in: CSIS, 27-09-2023, <https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-pub-
1ic/2023-09/230927_Snegovaya_Ideology_Putinism.pdf?Versionld=S1qgYNbXnswIMssRTm9vZC86e0f.AYIbQ>, [2024-
11-12].

3 Michael Bernhard, Jan Kubik (eds), Twenty Years after Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration,
Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2014.

4 Aleida Assmann, ,Canon and Archive’, in: Astrid Erll & Ansgar Ntnning (eds), Cultural Memory Studies: An
International and Interdisciplinary Handbook, Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter, 2008, pp. 97-107. Apie perkélimy
(i8keldinimo) ir socialinio uzmir§imo mechanizmus taip pat zr. Paul Connerton, How Modernity Forgets, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2009.

5 Apie 1922 m. masinj bada Urale Zr. Igor Narskij, Zizn v katastrofe: Budni naselenija Urala v 1917-1922 gg., Moskva:
ROSSPEN, 2001
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kurie vieSojoje istorinéje atmintyje i esmés buvo marginalizuoti. Be to, neliesiu klausimo,
ar 1932-1933 m. badas Ukrainoje, Kazachstane, Vidurio ir Zemutinéje Volgoje ir Siaurés
Kaukaze turéty buti laikomas genocidu. Taip pat nesigilinsiu j diskusijas apie tai, ar vokie-
¢iy deportacijos i$ Volgos regiono 1941 m. ir priverstinis Krymo totoriy, ¢e¢ény, ingusy,
bulgary ir kalmuky iSkeldinimas 1944 m. gali buti laikomi genocidu’. Neméginsiu atsaky-
ti, ar 1937-1938 m. NKVD vykdyta vadinamoji ,lenky operacija“, per kuria is tuo metu SSRS
gyvenusiy 600 000 lenky?® nukentéjo 111 000 asmeny, turéjo genocido pozymiy, ar j kitus
panasius klausimus. Straipsnio tikslas - iSnagrinéti, kaip keitési iy tragediju atminimo
jamzinimo formos pastaraisiais desimtmeciais.

Pirmiausia noréciau priminti: savo 2020 m. straipsnyje apie atmintj, tapatybe ir emo-
cijas Aleida Assmann suformulavo teze, kurig kai kuriuose savo darbuose jau buvo iSsa-
kiusi anksciau. Susidurusios su ,nepatogia“ praeitimi, slepianc¢ia masinius nusikaltimus
ir traumas, Siuolaikinés tautinés atminties kultiros paprastai pripazjsta tik tris sankcio-
nuotus vaidmenis: 1) blogj jveikusio nugalétojo, 2) pasiprie$inimo judéjimo kovotojo ir su
blogiu kovojusio kankinio ir 3) blogj pasyviai kentéjusios aukos. Visa, kas nepatenka j Sios
pozicijos ar poziurio ribas, negali tapti priimtino pasakojimo objektu arba j pasakojima
jtraukiama nenoriai, todél oficialiu lygmeniu yra ,pamirStama“. Vienas sudétingiausiy
dalyky, kurj reikia suvokti ir islaikyti Siuolaikinéje socialinéje atmintyje, yra priminimas
apie smurta ir neteisybés kaltininkus toms iuolaikinéms grupéms (politinéms, sociali-
néms, etninéms), kuriy tapatybé konstruojama kaip testiné, susijusi su grupémis, atsa-

6 IS gausios bibliografijos, skirtos 1932-1933 m. masiniam badui Ukrainoje ir ypa¢ polemikai, susijusiai su Sios
tragedijos Klasifikavimu, apsiribosiu Zymaus ukrainieciy istoriko Georgijaus Kasjanovo darbu: Georgij Kasianov,
Danse macabre: golod 1932-1933 rokiv u politici, masovij svidomosti ta istoriografii (1980-ti-pocatok 2000-h), Kyiv:
Institut istorii Ukrainy, 2010.

7 Taciau reikia pastebéti, kad net dabartiniuose Rusijos teisés aktuose Sios deportacijos priskiriamos genocido
kategorijai. 1991 m. balandzio 26 d. Rusijos Tarybu Federacinés Socialistinés Respublikos jstatymo Nr. 1107-1 ,Dél
represuoty tauty reabilitacijos” (su pakeitimais ir papildymais nuo 1993 m. liepos 1 d) 2 straipsnyje nustatyta:
,Represuotomis tautomis pripazistamos tos (tautos, tautybés ar etninés grupés ir kitos istoriskai susiklosciusios
kultarinés etninés zmoniy bendruomeneés, pavyzdziui, kazoky), kuriy atzvilgiu pagal tautinés ar Kkitokios
priklausomybés pozymius valstybés mastu buvo vykdoma Smeizto ir genocido politika, lydima jy prievartinio
perkelimo, nacionaliniy valstybiniy dariniu panaikinimo, nacionaliniy teritoriniy sienu perbraiZzymo, teroro ir smurto
rezimo jvedimo konkreciose gyvenamosiose vietose. Zr. Zakon RSFSR ot 26 aprelia 1991 g. N2 1107-1 ,0 reabilitaciji
represirovannych narodov* (s izmenenijami i dopolnenijami), in: <https://base.garant.ru/10200365/>, [2024-01-10].

8  Svarbu pabreézti, kad ne visi lenky operacijos” metu represuoti asmenys buvo etniniai lenkai. Tarp nukentéjusiuju
buvo ukrainieciy, zydy, rusy, lietuviy, o kai kuriuose SSRS regionuose beveik puse nukentéjusiyjy sudare etniniai
baltarusiai. Sia tema zr. Bogdan Musial, , The ‘Polish Operation’ of the NKVD: The Climax of the Terror Against the Polish
Minority in the Soviet Union", in: Journal of Contemporary History, 2012, Vol. 48, No. 2, pp. 98-124; Nikita Petrov, Arsenij
Roginskij, ,Polskaja operacyja NKVD 1937-1938 gg.", in: Guryanov, A. E. (ed.), Represii protiv poliakov i polskich grazdan,
1997, t. 1, Moskva: Zvenja, s. 22-43; Aleksey Kamenskikh, , Polskie perebeZ¢iki' iz Zapadnoj Belarusi v ‘Polskoj operacii
1937-1938 godov v Permi”, in: Perm University Herald - History, 2020, t. 50, N2 3, s. 76-88.

9 Aleida Assmann, ,Erinnerung, Identitdt, Emotionen: Die Nation neu denken’, in: Bldtter fiir deutsche und
internationale Politik, 2020, Vol. 3, s. 79-80.
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kingomis uz praeities smurto ir neteisybés aktus'. Tai jokiu budu nereiskia, kad istorinés
atminties atsakomybés naratyvas negali egzistuoti (pavyzdziui, ,konstitucinio patriotiz-
mo" savoka nudienos Vokietijoje)™ Vis délto, kai visi kiti veiksniai vienodi, kurti savo tapa-
tybe Sliejantis prie nugalétojy kovoje su blogiu arba neteisybe patyrusiy auky yra nepa-
lyginamai ,lengviau®, negu suvokti atsakomybe uz nusikaltimus, kuriuos praeityje jvykde
grupés, kuriai priklausai, nariai.

Si Aleidos Assmann tezé iSkyla prie$ akis kaskart, kai bandoma paaiskinti Rusijos
atminimo kulttiros istorijg per pastaruosius trisdesimt septynerius metus. Kol Vokietijoje
vystési vadinamasis ,Historikerstreit” (,istoriky gincas®), kurio kulminaciniu tasku tapo
Holokausto tragedijos, kaip pagrindinio Siuolaikinés Vokietijos istorijos jvykio, ir vokie¢iy
tautos istorinés atsakomybés uz nacionalsocializmo nusikaltimus, kaip pagrindinius
Siuolaikinio Vokietijos ,mnemoninio rezimo" (kalbant Michaelio Bernhardo ir Jano Kubiko
terminais®) elementus, jtvirtinimas, vélyvuoju sovietmeciu be vadinamosios perestroikos
(pertvarkos) reformos ir glastnost (vieSumo) politikos jgyvendinimo, susiformavo
visuomeneés jsitraukimas ir pradéjo plétotis diskusija skaudZia stalininiy represijy ir
apskritai sovietinio politinio teroro tema.

Pastaryjy procesy kulminacija tapo draugijos ,Memorial“ jkarimas (1987-1989 m.),
deSimciy draugijos regioniniy skyriy visoje SSRS su deSimtimis tukstanciy nariy
atidarymas ir skulptiros sovietinés politinés policijos jkuréjui Feliksui Dzerzinskiui
nugriovimas Lubiankos aikStéje Maskvoje (1991 m. rugpjucio 23 d. Valstybiniam
nepaprastosios padéties komitetui susidurus su revansistiniu bandymu jvykdyti
perversma)., Konstitucinio patriotizmo" sampratos Vokietijoje ir nacionalinio konsensuso
dél stalininiy represijy vélyvojoje SSRS ir posovietinéje Rusijoje XX a. desSimtajame
deSimtmetyje bendras bruoZas - etinis istorinés atminties ,postkis” (metanoja), jvykes
be iorinio spaudimo. Sis posukis pasireiké noru prisiimti atsakomybe uZ savo 3alies
praeityje padarytus nusikaltimus, siekiant, kad ateityje jie tapty nejmanomi.

Sis perestroikos laikotarpiu susiformaves ir iki 2014 m. i§ esmés i$laikytas konsensusas
reiské, kad stalininés represijos laikomos nusikaltimais, kuriuos valstybé jvykdé tiek pries
savo piliecius, tiek pries kity 3aliy gyventojus (pvz., lenky karo belaisvius, kuriems buvo
jvykdyta mirties bausmé Katynéje ir Mednoje™). Besalygisko §iy represijy pasmerkimo

0 Socialiniy grupiu tapatybés ,atminties aspekto” klausimu zr. Kathrin Bachleitner, ,Collective memory and the
social creation of identities: Linking the past with the present and future, in: Shane M. O'Mara (ed.), Collective Memory,
Dublin: The University of Dublin, 2022, pp. 167-176.

u 7r, be kita ko, Ciaran Cronin, ,Democracy and Collective Identity: In Defense of Constitutional Patriotism’, in:
European Journal of Philosophy, 2003, 11(1), pp. 1-28.

2 Apie ,mnemoninj rezimg' zr. Michael Bernhard, Jan Kubik (eds), Twenty Years after Communism..., pp. 4-34.

B 7r Alexandr Gurianov, Anna Dzenkevitch, Sergej Zenkov (eds), Ubity v Kalinine, zachoroneny v Mednom: Kniga
pamiati polskich voennoplennych - uznikov Ostaskovskovo lageria NKVD SSSR, rastreliannych po reseniju Politburo
VKP(b) ot 5 marta 1940 goda, t. 1-3, Moskva: Memorial, 2019.
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rySkiausia iSraika - Katynés memorialinio komplekso (1998 m.), kaip Rusijos ir Lenkijos
nacionalinio susitaikymo simbolio, sukirimas. Sis pozitris taip pat atsispindéjo
perduodant Lenkijos pusei dokumentus, liudijanc¢ius apie soviety vadovybés, 1940 m.
organizavusios lenky karo belaisviy egzekucija, nusikaltimus®. Be to, buvo imtasi
teisékuros priemoniy, jskaitant jstatymy ,Dél represuoty tauty reabilitacijos” (1991 m.
balandis, 1993 m. liepa) ir ,Dél politiniy represijy auky reabilitacijos” (1991 m. spalis) - nors
ir neiSbaigty bei su vidiniais priestaravimais - priémima®. Represijy istorijos skyriai buvo
jtraukti j mokyklinius Rusijos Siuolaikinés istorijos vadovelius; iSleista daug specialiy
vadoveliy, skirty sovietiniy politiniy represijy istorijai mokyklose déstyti®*. Taip pat buty
galima paminéti KGB archyviniy fondy (dalies) perdavima Centriniam ir regioniniams
valstybiniams socialinés-politinés istorijos archyvams (1991-1992 m.); be kitu visoje
Salyje minimuy daty, spalio 30-osios paskelbima Politiniy represijy auky atminimo diena
(1991 m.); Valstybinés politinés politikos koncepcijos dél politiniy represijy auky atminimo
jamZinimo priémima (2015 m.); regioniniy komisijuy, kurioms pavesta jgyvendinti $ig
koncepcija, jsteigima (jos veiké iki 2022 m. pavasario).

Svarbiausias vaidmuo iSsaugant ir jamzinant sovietiniy represijy atmintj teko
,Memorial“ draugijos veiklai, kuri vykdé tiriamajj ir Sviec¢iamajj darba, iSleido Simtus
,2Atminimo knygy“’. Nuo 1999 m. organizacija ,International Memorial® ir regioniniai
,Memorial” draugijos skyriai Rusijoje kasmet organizuodavo moksleiviy tiriamyjy darby
konkursg ,Zmogus istorijoje. Rusija - XX amzius“. Per dvide$imt mety jame dalyvavo
tukstanciai vyresniyju klasiy moksleiviy, kurie savo tyrimus skyré tokioms temoms
kaip ,Pergalés kaina®, ,Seimos istorija“, ,Zmogus ir valdzia“, ,Zmogus ir tévyné*, ,Masy -
kity“e.

14 BeKkity, 7r. ,Caika: peredaca Pol3e materialov katynskovo dela pocti zaver$ena’, in: RIA Novosti, 19-05-2011,<http:/
ria.ru/society/20110519/376748675html>, [2024-11-12].

5 Istatymo ,Dél politiniy represijy auku reabilitacijos” kritiné analize pateikta, pvz.,, Roman Lazukov, ,Kvadratnyj metr
GULAGa: Kak dejstvuet Zakon ‘O reabilitatcii Zertv poloticeskich repressij' I dozivut li do evo ispolnenija postradavsye”,
in: Novaja Gazeta, 12-10-2020, <https:;//novayagazeta.ru/articles/2020/12/10/88308-kvadratnyy-metr-gulaga>, [2024-
11-12].

% Be kita ko, zr. Nikolaj Ivnitskij, Kollektivizatcija I raskulacivanie (nacalo 30-ch godov): Ucebnoe posobie dlia vuzov i
skol, Moskva: Magistr, 1996; Juri Kachanovskij, Diktatura Stalina. Uroki I vyvody: Ucebnoe posobie. Chabarovsk, 2002;
Viktor Kirilov, Istorija repressij I pravozascitnoe dvizenie v Rossiji: Ucebnoe posobie, Ekaterinburg: Uralskij pedagogiceskij
institut, 1999; Anfisa Kukuskina, Stanovienie sovetskoj totalitarnoj sistemy (20-30-e gody XX veka): Ucebnoe posobie,
Karaganda, 2002; Andrej Suslov, Maria Ceremnykch, Izucenije v $kole istorii stalinskich represij: Metodiceskoe posobie,
Perm: Centr grazdanskovo obrazovanija i prav celoveka, 2016.

7 Nuo 2010-yju vidurio $iy regionuose isleistu Atminimo knygy duomenis ,International Memorial apibendrino
sukeldamas j skaitmenines bazes Represijy aukos: <https://www.memo.ru/ru-ru/history-of-repressions-and-protest/
victims/obshie-bazy-zhertv-repressij/>.

8 Nuo 2021 m. konkursas nutrauktas visos Salies mastu, nes vyriausybé persekioja ,Memorial” draugija. Taciau kai
kurie regioniniai ,Memorial® skyriai, ypa¢ Permeés skyrius, toliau organizavo ir vykdé konkursa iki 2023 m. vasaros.
Konkurso archyvas ir daugybe su jo veikla susijusiu leidiniy saugomi interneto svetainéje ,Istorijos pamokos” <https://
urokiistorii.ru>.
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Viena i$ pagrindiniy nuo XX a. deSimtojo deSimtmecio pradzios vyravusiy ,atminties
infrastrukturos” formy, susijusiy su sovietinémis represijomis, — daugybé paminkly,
skirty ju aukoms atminti. Galima iSskirti kelias tokiy paminkly kategorijas. Pirmiausia tai
paminklai genocido aukoms (beveik iSimtinai kalbama apie tautas, patyrusias masinius
trémimus XX a. penktajame ir SeStajame deSimtmeciais): paminklas kalmukams -
operacijos ,Ulusy" aukoms (Elista, 1992 m.), i§ antkapiniy paminkly sudéliotas paminklas
Cefény deportacijos aukoms atminti (Groznas, 1992 m.)®, paminklas iSkeldintiems ir
deportuotiems ingusams (vadinamas ,Devyniais boks$tais” (Nazranas, 1997 m.), paminklas
vokie€iy deportacijos i$ Volgos regiono aukoms atminti (Engelsas, 2011 m.) ir pan.

Kita kategorija sudaro daugybé paminkly politiniy represiju aukoms uz nacionaliniy
respubliky riby. Pavyzdziui, ,12 kilometry“ - vieta Maskvos regione netoli Jekaterinburgo,
kur 1937-1938 m. tran$éjose buvo uzkasti ttkstanciai NKVD suSaudyty didziulés
tuometinés Sverdlovsko srities gyventoju. Sis memorialas jkurtas 1996 m., o 2017 m. ¢ia
buvo jrengta viena i§ memorialiniy bronziniy Ernsto Neizvestno sukurty ,Gedulo kaukiy“
Kitas pavyzdys - paminklas politiniy represiju aukoms Permeés JegoSichos kapinése,
jrengtas 1996 m. vietos gyventojy lésSomis?. Pazymeétina, kad su nedidelémis iSimtimis
(pavyzdziui, 2017 m. baigta statyti ,Sielvarto siena“ Maskvoje) paminklus, skirtus represijy
aukoms uZ nacionaliniy respubliky riby, beveik visada staté pilietiniy aktyvisty grupés,
nedalyvaujant valstybés ar daznai net vietos valdzios institucijoms. Tai pasakytina ir apie
treciojo tipo memorialus ir paminklus, skirtus lietuviy ir lenky trémimy aukoms atminti.
Paprastai juos steigé etnokultiriniy lenky ir lietuviy bendruomeniuy atstovai arba kai
kuriais atvejais tokiy bendruomeniy atminimo vietos tapo ,bendru” paminklu politiniy
represijy aukoms tam tikrame regione (vélgi Permeés pavyzdys).

Baigdamas $ig trumpa (ir jokiu budu ne iSsamig) su traumine praeitimi susijusios
pilietinés atminties srities ,infrastruktaros”, kurig pirmaisiais posovietinio laikotarpio
deSimtmeciais sukaré pilietinés visuomenés jégos, apzvalga, paminésiu daugybe viesyjy
muziejy ir memorialiniy kompleksy, skirty SSRS politiniy represijy istorijai. Garsiausias
iS ju - Politiniy represijy istorijos muziejus ,Permé-36, kurj 1995 m. pilietiniai aktyvistai
jkare vieno i$ liidnai pagarséjusio ,Permeés trikampio® lageriy, kuriame 1972-1989 m.

1 Tairodo, kad véliau Ce¢énijatapo pirmuoju Rusijos regionu, kuriame valdZia pradéjo kampanija pries $ia ,nepatogia"
atmintj. IS pradziy Ramzano Kadyrovo administracijos taikiniu tapo atmintina data, susijusi su ¢ecénu ir ingusu tautu
deportacija: Vasario 23 d. (sutampanti su viena i Rusijos kasmetiniy kariniy $venciu). Jau 2011 m. R. Kadyrovo dekretu
oficialis su deportacija susije renginiai buvo perkelti j geguzés 10 d. (dabartinio Cecénijos prezidento tévo Achmado
Kadyrovo palaidojimo metines). Sekdama R. Kadyrovo pavyzdziu, 2014 m. Ingusijos valdZia taip pat perkélé minéjimo
data | vasario 24 d. 2014 m. vasario mén. R. Kadyrovo administracija likvidavo liaudies memoriala, skirta ¢ec¢énu
deportacijos aukoms atminti, Grozne. Zr. Murad Magomadov, ,Memorial v Groznom: likvidacija pamiati ¢e¢enskovo
naroda’, in: BBC News, 20-02-2014, <https://www.bbc.com/russian/blogs/2014/02/140220_blog_caucasus_chechnya_
deportation>, [2024-01-15].

20 Monumento nuotrauka ir aprasyma ,Memorial® draugijos Permeés regioninio padalinio vietoje zr. <http:/www.
pmem.ru/index.php?id=5454>.
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buvo laikomi politiniai disidentai, vietoje. 2014 m., padidéjus valstybinei priespaudai
,nepatogios praeities*® atzvilgiu, penkiasdeSimt aStuoni tokie muziejai, tiesiogiai skirti
sovietiniy politiniy represijy istorijai, jsteigé Atminties muziejy asociacija?. Be to, vykdomi
pilietiniai atminimo jamzinimo projektai, tokie kaip ,Vardy sugraZzinimas” (vieSas soviety
valdZzios auky vardy skaitymas, rengiamas kasmet spalio 29 d., pradedant 2007 m.) ir
,Paskutinis adresas” (pagal sumanyma ir koncepcija panaSus j vokiSkajj ,Stolpersteine"
projekta, kai ant namy, kuriuose gyveno soviety politinio teroro aukos, jrengiamos
plieninés atminimo lentos; $is projektas jgyvendinamas nuo 2014 m.)%.

Padétis kokybiSkai keiciasi nuo 2012 m., po to, kai Bolotnajos aikstéje Maskvoje jvyko
masiniai protestai, o Rusijos valdzia pradéjo aktyvia kova dél vieSosios istorijos, laikydama
ja mobilizaciniu ,iStekliumi“ Tais metais jsteigtos dvi provyriausybinés organizacijos,
kontroliuojancios istorijos politikg Salyje: Rusijos kariné istoriné draugija (RVIO), kuriai
vadovauja Rusijos Federacijos kulturos ministras Vladimiras Medinskis, ir Rusijos
istoriné draugija (RIO), kuriai vadovauja Sergejus Naryskinas, tuo metu éjes Valstybés
dimos pirmininko pareigas. Siuo laikotarpiu pradétas kurti etatistinis naratyvas,
skatinantis, kad diskusijos apie istorinius jvykius vesty iSskirtinai prie pasididziavimo
jausmo propagavimo. Prasideda paskelbta kampanija pries ,istorijos perrasinéjima‘, o
provyriausybinés ,istorinés” organizacijos inicijuoja pastangas sukurti ,vieninga istorijos
vadovélj”.

Nuo 2014 m. pavasario pradzios Si tendencija tik stipréja: prokremliski politikai ir
Ziniasklaida apeliuoja i istorinius jvykius kaip j priemone, skirta mobilizuoti gyventojus
prasidéjus ginkluotai agresijai pries Ukraing. Be to, bltent 2014 m. iSrySkéja masiné
Stalino ,reabilitavimo” ir vie$o Slovinimo kampanija (dar vadinama ,stalininé baneriana®,
kai kurios ankstesneés apraiskos siekia 2011 m.)?*. Kiek véliau (nuo 2016 m.) Rusijoje pirma
karta jos istorijoje tokiuose miestuose kaip Oriolas, Aleksandrovas ir Ceboksarai i3dygsta
paminklai vienai tamsiausiy istoriniy asmenybiy - Ivanui Rasciajam. Projektuojant
istoriniusjvykius, vystoma tezé, kad valstybé turi teise disponuoti Zmoniy gyvenimais savo
nuoziara. Tais paciais 2014 m. provyriausybinés pajégos neteisétai perémé visuomeninio
politiniy represijy istorijos muziejaus ,Perm-36“ (anksCiau ne tik muziejaus, bet ir

2 Nikolajaus Epple’és terminas. Zr. jo Neudobnoje prosloe: pamiat o gosudarstvennych prestuplenijach v Rossiji i
drugich stranach, Moskva: Novoe literaturnoe obozrenie, 2022.

2 Asociacija tesia savo veikla. Jos tinklalapj Zr. <http:/memorymuseums.ru/members>.

2 Nuo 2024 m. pradzios Rusijoje ir uz jos riby pakabinta apie 3000 projekto lenteliy. Projekta ,Paskutinis adresas”
koordinuoja ir vykdo nepriklausomas to paties vardo fondas. Apie projekto organizavimo principus ir jau pakabintas
ar planuojamas pakabinti lenteles, zr. oficialig interneto svetaine:<https://www.poslednyadres.ru>.

2 Aleksej Kamenskich, ,Vizualizacija pamiati o politiceskich represijach i istorija ‘stalinskoj banneriany”: permskij
keis (2014-2015)", Lectorium of the Museum of Contemporary Art PERMM, 15-01-2021, in: <https;//wwwyoutube.com/
watch?v=MWiYc5905qY&embeds_referring euri=https%3A%2F%2Fpermm.ru%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY>,
[2024-11-12].
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kasmetiniy masiniy atminties forumy ir politiniy diskusijy ,Pilorama“ vietos) valdyma.
2014 m. geguzés 5 d. i Rusijos Federacijos baudziamajj kodeksa jtraukiamas 354.1
straipsnis, numatantis bausmes uz ,nacizmo reabilitavima®“, kuris, be kita ko, apima
,samoningai melagingos informacijos apie SSRS veikla Antrojo pasaulinio karo metais
skleidimg"? (jskaitant, pavyzdziui, informacijg apie glaudy SSRS ir nacistinés Vokietijos
bendradarbiavima nuo 1939 m. rugpjicio mén. pabaigos iki 1941 m. birZelio).

Vis délto po 2014 m. pasipriesinimas ,etatistiniam braizui“ isliko gana intensyvus.
Reaguodami j prokremliSsky politiky vykdoma vieSosios istorijos srities neteiséta
perémima, profesionalts istorikai jkuré Laisvaja istoriky asociacija, kuriai vadovauja
Nikita Sokolovas. Butent 2014 m. buvo inicijuotas minétas pilietinio atminimo jamzinimo
projektas sovietiniy politiniy represijy aukoms ,Paskutinis adresas‘. Buvo rapinamasi
esamais memorialais, atsirado naujy, skirty politiniy represijy aukoms atminti. To
puikiu ir iliustratyviu pavyzdziu galima laikyti paminkla Siaurinés Permeés krasto dalies -
Galiasoro - apleistose lietuviy ir lenky ,specialiyjy gyventoju“ kapinése. Memorialo
suktrima 2016 m. inicijavo Leonidas Ladanovas (buvusio lagerio administratoriaus sunus)
ir jo draugas Antanas Gurksnis (lietuviy tremtiniy sinus). Iniciatyva jgyvendinta aktyviai
dalyvaujant Permeés ,Memorial® ir lietuviy savanoriams. ISkart po memorialo jkurimo
GaliaSore apie jj Permés regioninégje Ziniasklaidoje iSsivysté aktyvi kampanija. Laimei,
2016-2017 m. Sis klausimas baigési paminklo kuréjams palankia linkme, o Antanas
Gurksnis gavo Permeés krasto Zmogaus teisiy jgaliotinio padékos rasta.

Taciau represijos prieS ,nepatogios‘ atminties gynéjus stipréja. 2016 m. gruodj buvo
suimtas ,Memorial® Karelijos skyriaus vadovas Jurijus Dmitrijevas. Dél jo ilgameciy
tyrimy ir SvietéjiSky pastangy Karelijoje esantis Sandarmocho miskas - Solovecko
ypatingosios paskirties lagerio (SLON) kaliniy masiniy egzekuciju vieta - tapo svarbi
atminties ir gedulo vieta. J. Dmitrijevui ir jo kolegoms pavyko nustatyti beveik visy
iS mazdaug tukstanc¢io Sandarmoche? susSaudyty asmeny pavardes. Nepaisant ilgai
trukusios vie$os kampanijos uz jo iSlaisvinima (kurios metu jis buvo iSteisintas, véliau vél
suimtas, o galiausiai jam iSkelta nauja baudziamoji byla ir skirta penkiolikos mety laisvés
atémimo bausmeé grieZtojo rezimo kolonijoje), ]. Dmitrijevas tebéra suimtas. 2018 m.
sausio mén. buvo suimtas draugijos ,Memorial* Ce¢énijos regioninio padalinio vadovas
Ojubas Titijevas (2019 m. birZelio mén. dél masinés jam apginti organizuotos kampanijos
O. Titijevas buvo paleistas). Buvusj Politiniy represijy istorijos muziejy ,Permé-36°
bandoma paversti ,SSRS kaléjimy sistemos istorijos muziejumi®. Prokremliski istorikai
bando ,pakeisti“ Sandarmocho ,paskirtj* (teigdami, kad Karelijos mike esantys palaikai
yra ne Solovecko lagerio kaliniy, o Raudonosios armijos kariy, kuriems 1918 m. suomiai
jvykdé mirties bausme). PanaSaus ,paskirties pakeitimo“ poveikio siekiama Katynés

% Ugolovnyj kodeks RF. Statja 354.1 UK RF ,Reabilitacija nacyzma'’, in: <https://www.ugolkod.ru/statya-354-1>.

% 7r Irina Flige, Sandormokch: Dramaturgija smyslov, Sankt-Peterburg: Nestor-Istorija, 2019.
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memorialinio komplekso ekspozicijoje jrengiant stendus, pasakojancius apie sunky
1920 m. j lenky kariuomenés nelaisve patekusiy Raudonosios armijos kariy likima.
2020 m. pavasarj Mednoje, netoli Tverés, nuo Tverés medicinos universiteto sienos
buvo nuimtos 1991 m. jrengtos varinés atminimo lentos, skirtos 1940 m. Siame pastate
susaudytiems lenky karininkams atminti. Nuo 2019 m. rudens iki 2021 m. pradzios kilo
nauja persekiojimy banga, apimanti tiek regionine, tiek federaline Ziniasklaidg, kartu su
kratomis ir teisminiais procesais, nukreipta pries lietuviy ir lenky specialiyjy gyventojy
atminimo jamzZinimo GaliaSore memorialo gynéjus Leonida Ladanova ir Permeés
organizacijos ,Memorial“ darbuotojus.

Svarbiu dabartinés Rusijos mnemoninio rezimo pokyciy tasku tapo 2021-2022 m.
Ziema. Ruosdamasi plataus masto invazijai j Ukraing, Rusijos valdzia sieké atlikti
visapusiska atminties kultiros lauko ,valyma®, nukreipta pries visas institucijas, kurios
palaiké jai priesingus istorinius naratyvus. Rusijos Federacijos Auksc¢iausiojo Teismo
sprendimu likviduoti , International Memorial“ ir Zmogaus teisiy centras ,Memorial” - du
pagrindiniai su ,Memorial® draugija susijusiy organizacijy tinklo subjektai?’.

Nuo 2023 m. pavasario galime stebéti, kaip provyriausybinés jégos vykdo neoficialia
nacionaline kampanijg, kurios metu naikinami paminklai, skirti sovietiniy represijy
ir trémimy aukoms atminti, kurie anks¢iau buvo pastatyti (pagal dabartine oficialia
terminologijg) ,nedraugiSky $aliy“ atstovams, ypaé lietuviams ir lenkams, atminti.
2023 m. balandj pasirodé Zinia apie sunkigja technika sunaikintg paminklg, skirta lenky
ir lietuviy tremtiniams GaliaSore. Geguzés ménesj Irkutsko srities Pivovarichos kaime
buvo nugriauti paminklai, skirti Stalino laiky represijy lietuviy ir lenky tautybiy aukoms
atminti. Liepos ménesj paslaptingai ,dingo”“ paminklas represuotiems lenkams pagerbti
LevaSovo kapinése Sankt Peterburge. BirZelio-rugséjo mén. pamazu buvo naikinamas
lenky tremtiniams skirtas memorialinis kompleksas Jakutske. Rugséji netoli Vorkutos
buvo sunaikintas masyvus betoninis paminklas, skirtas lenkams, dirbusiems Gulago
kasyklose.

Visoje Salyje pranesama apie projekto ,Paskutinis adresas” atminimo lenty iSniekinimo
ir sunaikinimo atvejus. 2023 m. vasara ir rudenj Rusijos valdzia pagaliau jgyvendino
savo ilgametj projekta jvesti ,vieninga istorijos vadovélj“ visos Salies mokykloms buvo
iSplatintas Vladimiro Medinskio redaguotas vadovélis, kuriuo siekiama tiksly, labiau
susijusiy su ,etatistine indoktrinacija‘ nei Svietimu. Siame vadovélyje visi Rusijos
istorijos momentai, kai valstybés valdZzia pasirodé ne pacioje geriausioje Sviesoje, yra
arba apeinami, arba apraSomi naudojant legitimuojancias ir Slovinanéias formuluotes.

7 Atsizvelgiant i tai, kad ,Memorial” ne tik organizavo projektus, susijusius su atminimo jamzinimu, bet ir aktyviai
dalyvavo Zmogaus teisiy gynimo veikloje, ir i tai, kad Rusijos valdZia sunaikino kitas opozicines organizacijas
(pirmiausia susijusias su opozicijos veikéjo Aleksejaus Navalno veikla), santykinai silpna konsolidacija su protesto
judéjimu Rusijos karinés invazijos | Ukraina pradZioje tampa suprantamesne.
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Dabartinés Vakary Ukrainos ir Vakary Baltarusijos teritorijy aneksija 1939 m. rudenj ir
Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos uzgrobimas 1940 m. Siame vadovélyje aiskinami kaip teritorijy,
kurios ,buvo atimtos i§ musy Salies” 1918-1920 m., grazinimas. Sgvoka ,genocidas” Siame
vadovélyje vartojama tik kalbant apie ,mums nedraugisky jégu“ veiksmus (naciy ,su
vietiniy kolaboranty parama"“ vykdytas holokaustas Baltijos Salyse ir Ukrainoje; Ukrainos
sukiléliy armijos (UPA) pajégu veiksmai prie§ lenky gyventojus Galicijoje ir Voluingje
1943-1944 m.).

Stipréjant atminimo rezimui pries SSRS okupuotas tautas, vykdyto genocido naratyvas
gali jgauti naujas, anks¢iau jam nebudingas funkcijas, ir btti naudojamas vidinéms
kovoms tarp proputinisko politinio elito atstovy. Viena tokiy pavyzdziy galima rasti
Cecénijos vadovo Ramzano Kadyrovo 2023 m. rudenj paskelbtame pareiSkime, kuris
priestarauja V. Medinskio vadovéliui, pateisinan¢iam ¢e¢ény ir kity Siaurés Kaukazo
tauty deportacija 1944 m. Dél kilusio konflikto naujojo vadovélio platinimas Cecénijos
teritorijoje buvo sustabdytas, o vadovélio autorius apsilanké Grozne, kur audiencijos pas
Kadyrova metu atsiprasé uz savo ,klaidas".

Tuo pat metu Rusijos karo pries Ukraing fone stebimos naujos protesty sovietmecio
politiniy represijy auky atminimo apraiSkos. Tarkim, 2023 m. sausj Rusijos raketai
sugriovus gyvenamajj pastata Dnipre, daugybé paminkly soviety politiniy represiju
aukoms visoje Rusijoje, taip pat su Ukraina siejamy paminkly ir viety miesto erdvése (pvz.,
skirtose Lesiai Ukrainkai ir Tarasui Sev¢enkai), tapo spontani$ky masiniy antikariniy
memorialy, iSreiSkianciy sielvarta ir solidaruma su ukrainieciy tauta, vietomis?®.

Kad Rusijos valdZia ir toliau skiria démesj sovietiniy politiniy represijy auky atminimui
kaip svarbiai ,mnemoniniy kovy“ arenai, net ir vykstant karui prie§ Ukraing, rodo
2024 m. birZelio 20 d. Rusijos vyriausybés priimtas sprendimas dél Valstybinés politiniy
represijy auky atminimo jamZinimo koncepcijos pakeitimo. Sios pataisos yra tokios
didelés apimties, kad i§ esmés panaikina praktinj koncepcijos poveikj?, taip uzbaigdamos
sovietinio politinio teroro auky atminimo jamzinimo imitavimo praktika oficialiu
lygmeniu. Po $iy valstybinés politikos koncepcijos pakeitimy seké Rusijos Federacijos
generalinés prokuratiros pareiskimas apie nuo 2022 m. vidurio vykstantj precedento
neturintj ,dereabilitacijos” procesa: politinio teroro auky byly perzitra ir dar Stalino
laikais prokurory priimty apkaltinamyjy nuosprendziy pakartotinj patvirtinima®°.

%8 Kultaros antropologé Aleksandra Archipova savo tyrimuose $ia spontanisSky antikariniy akciju banga vadina
Jtyliaisiais” arba ,géliy" protestais. Zr. Alexandra Arkhipova, ,Empatija kak protest’, Holod, 02-02-2023, <https://holod.
media/2023/02/02/flower-protest/>, [2024-11-12].

2 ISsamia Siy pokyciy analize pateikia Boris Vishnevskij, ,Memento — Sory: V Rossiji utocnili kanony gosudarstvennoj
istoriceskoj pamiati: sovetskije represii ne byli ‘massovymi’, a amnistii politzekov dali svobodu ‘banderovcam”, in:
Novaja Gazeta, 02-09-2024, <https:/novayagazeta.ru/articles/2024/09/02/memento-shory>, [2024-11-12].

30 Katia Zagvozdkina, ,Prokuratura za dva goda dobilas otmeny reabilitaciji bolee cem 4000 celovek”, in: Forbes,
19-09-2024, <https://www.forbes.ru/society/521510-prokuratura-za-dva-goda-dobilas-otmeny-reabilitacii-bolee-
cem-4000-celovek, [2024-11-12].
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Taigi pokyciai, paveike viena Siuolaikinés Rusijos ,atminties krastovaizdzio“ segmenta —
atmintj apie sovietmecio politines represijas — rodo stipréjancia tendencija Siuolaikinéje
Rusijoje institucionalizuoti specifine etatizmo forma, kuri legitimizuoja visus praeities
ir dabarties valstybés veiksmus kaip oficialig ir dominuojancia ideologijg. Sio proceso
pasekmé - prisiminimy apie valstybés jvykdytus nusikaltimus iS palyginti netolimos
praeities marginalizavimas, iSstumiant juos i$ istorinés atminties ,kanono“
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Aleksey Kamenskikh

Displacing the “inconvenient past”: the memory of repressions and genocides
of the Soviet period in current Russia
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The paper provides a review of the shifts occurring in politics of memory regarding the political
repressions of the Soviet period within post-Soviet Russia, spanning from the early 1990s to the present
day. Drawing on methodology of memorial politics studies offered by Jan Kubik and Michael Bernhard,
and Aleida Assmann’s concepts of “canon” and “archive” of cultural memory, the author examines the
dynamics of changes in this segment of Russia’s “memorial landscape” under the influence of political
shifts associated with the aggressive actions of the Russian leadership in 2014 and 2022, regarding the
displacement of memory about political crimes of the state from the public sphere as a form of the
struggle of political elites against the opposite “counter-memory”. Particular attention is paid to the
changes taking place in the politics of remembrance of Soviet political repression since the beginning
of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
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,<..> bendra kancia vienija labiau nei dziaugsmas. IS tikryjy gedulo laikotarpiai tautos
atminciai yra vertingesni uzZ pergales, nes jie jpareigoja ir reikalauja bendry pastangy.”

Ernest Renan!

Ukrainos atminties politikoje 1932-1933 m. Holodomoras uZima svarbia vietg kaip ukrai-
nieciy tautos genocidas, kuriuo siekta uzkirsti keliag ukrainiec¢iy tautos susiformavimui
ir Ukrainos atsiskyrimui nuo SSRS. Per Rusijos ir Ukrainos karag mnemoninés politikos
akcentas buvo perkeltas nuo ukrainie¢iy nukentéjimo prie jy pasipriesinimo, trukdziu-
sio Kremliui igyvendinti savo planus. Ukrainos istorikai kritikavo nepagrista Ukrainos
DidZiojo badmecio auky skaiciaus pervertinima iki 10,5 mln. Zmoniy, prieStaraujantj de-
mografy tyrimams, kurie tiesioginius nuostolius dél bado sukelto itin didelio mirtingumo
1932-1934 m. jvertino 3,94 ir 4,5 mln. auky kartu su tais metais negimusiais vaikais. Vietoj
komunistinio totalitarinio rezimo nusikaltimy svarbiausia Holodomoro apibudinimo sa-
voka tapo Rusijos kalté. Vladimirui Putinui naudojantis maistu kaip ginklu, Bucos, Irpinés,
Mariupolio tragedijos tapo Rusijos (SSRS) genocidinés imperinés politikos tesiniu. Holo-
domoro atminties politika siekiama nutraukti bet kokius rysius su Rusija.

Reiksminiai Zodziai: badas, genocidas, plataus masto Rusijos invazija j Ukraing, istorijos
politika, atminimo jamzinimo praktika.

! Ernest Renan, ,Whatis a Nation?", text of a conference delivered at the Sorbonne on March 11th, 1882, translated
by Ethan Rundell, in: Ernest Renan, Quest-ce quune nation?, Paris: Presses-Pocket, 1992, <http://ucparis.fr/
files/9313/6549/9943/What_is_a_Nation.pdf>, [2023-11-25].
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Jvadas

Ukraina daznai vadinama postgenocido valstybe? ir pagal Timocio Snaiderio koncepci-
ja - ,Kraujo Zemiy“ dalimi?. Labai daug Ukrainos gyventojy Zuvo per Antrajj pasaulinj kara
(8-10 min.) ir 1932-1933 m. per Didjjj Ukrainos badmetj (apie 4 min.).

Holodomoras uzima iSskirtine vieta Ukrainos atminties politikoje kaip didZiausia tra-
gedija. Ukrainos istorikai mano, kad teroras badu buvo panaudotas tik dviejuose Soviety
Sajungos regionuose - Ukrainos SSR ir Kubanéje. Stalino Holodomoras buvo nukreiptas
ne pries tam tikros tautybés ar profesijos Zzmones, o pries Ukrainos valstybés, susikuru-
sios zlugus Rusijos imperijai, piliecius. Pasak Stanislavo Kul¢ickio, Kremlius savo priesais
laikeé ne ukrainiecius kaip etninés kilmeés atstovus, o ukrainiecius kaip nacionalinio vals-
tybingumo idéjos puoselétojus. Ukrainoje teroro taikiniu tapo valstie¢iai (teroras badu) ir
tautos intelektualai (masiniai are$tai). Genocido prie$ ukrainiecius tikslas buvo ne i$nai-
kinti visus ukrainiecius, bet uzkirsti kelig ukrainieciy tautos vystymuisi ir formavimuisi*.

Postkolonijiniu pozitriu Ukraina apibuidinama kaip vidiné kolonija ir jos statusas lygi-
namas su Airija ir Bengalija, kurios buvo Brity imperijos dalis ir taip pat patyré bada. Brity
ir soviety centriné valdzia apskritai buvo abejinga kultiriSkai savity regiony gyventojy
gerovei ir uzmerkeé akis pries sunkia Airijos ir Ukrainos valstieciy padétj. Michaelio Hech-
terio teigimu, kadangi vidinés kolonijos yra potencialios separatistiniy judéjimu plétros
vietos, centrinés valdzios institucijos gali imtis represyvesnés politikos periferijoje, o ne
valstybés branduolyje®.

Straipsnio teoriné struktiira grindziama Vidurio ir Ryty Europos kaip ypatingo atmin-
ties regiono, kuriame susiformavo specifiné istorinés atminties kultira, pasizyminti ,pra-
eities apsédimu” ir ,prisiminimy pertekliumi®, galingu valstybiy kaip atminties politikos
veikéjy dalyvavimu, supratimu. Po 2005 m. Ukrainos valstybé tapo dominuojanc¢iu atmin-
ties politikos subjektu. Regiono atminties vaizda lemia gyvenimo ypatingos prievartos s3-
lygomis dviejy totalitariniy reZimy - nacizmo ir stalinizmo - patirtis®.

Todél Vidurio ir Ryty Europos atminties modelis yra poligenocidinis, priesSingai nei
Vakary Europos, pripazjstancios unikaly Holokausto pobuidj. Normanas Naimarkas prie

2 JrerMc Metic, ,Bami MepTBi Bu6pasu MeHe... CIIaIlyHa ToJIOOMOpY: YKpaiHa SK IIOCTTeHOLUIHE CYCITTECTBO',
in: lens, 12-02-2003, <https;//day kyiv.ua/article/panorama-dnya/vashi-mertvi-vybraly-mene>, [2023-11-16].

3 Timothy Snyder, Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin, London, Vintage, 2011.
4 Cranicnas Kynsunipkui, [onodomop 1932-1933 pp. ik reHouud. TpyoHowi ycgidomnerHs, Kyiv: Nash chas, 2007.

5 Bohdan Klid, ,Empire-Building, Imperial Policies, and Famine in Occupied Territories and Colonies', in: East/West:
Journal of Ukrainian Studies, 2021, Vol. VIII, No. 1, pp. 11-32; Michael Hechter, ,Internal Colonialism, Alien Rule, and
Famine in Ireland and Ukraine”, in: East/West: Journal of Ukrainian Studies, 2021, Vol. VIII, No. 1, pp. 145-157.

6 Barbara Toérnquist-Plewa, ,Eastern and Central Europe as a Region of Memory. Some Common Traits", in: Construc-
tions and Instrumentalization of the Past. A Comparative Study on Memory Management in the Region, ed. N. Morner,
Stockholm: Sédertérn University, 2020, p. 15.
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Stalino genocido priskiria dirbtinai sukelta bada Ukrainoje ir Kazachstane, Didjji terora,
,dekulakizacija“, Katynés zZudynes, tauty kraustymasi’. Ukrainieciy istorikas Yaroslavas
Hrycakas ,genocido aktais” Ukrainoje vadina: ,dekulakizacija‘, 1932-1933 m. Holodomo-
ra, Vidaus reikaly liaudies komisariato (NKVD) ,lenky" ir ,graiky" operacijas, Holokausta,
romy genocida, naciy vykdytas soviety karo belaisviy, ukrainie¢iy nacionalisty - lenky,
lenky pogrindininky - ukrainieciy Zudynes, tris masines deportacijas: Krymo totoriy is
Krymo, ukrainieciy i$ pietryciy Lenkijos ir lenky i§ Vakary Ukrainos®.

Sio straipsnio objektas — Holodomoro atminties politika Rusijos karo su Ukraina metu.
Jame bus analizuojamas DidZiojo Ukrainos badmecio virtimas svarbiausiu Ukrainos naci-
onalinés atminties ir istorijos politikos jvykiu, ukrainieciy poziuris j genocidine Holodo-
moro koncepcija, Holodomoro atminimo praktiky ir ritualy formavimasis, aukos diskurso
pakeitimas pasipriesinimo diskursu, Holodomoro panaudojimas Ukrainos uzsienio poli-
tikoje, naudojimasis maistu kaip ginklu vykstancio karo metu kaip Rusijos genocidinés
politikos, kuria siekiama iSnaikinti ukrainieciy tauta, tesinys.

Pirminé medziaga buvo renkama is jvairiy Saltiniy: Ukrainos ir Rusijos vyriausybiy me-
dziaga, prezidenty, vyriausybiy nariy, politiky, istoriky kalbos, pareiskimai ir publikacijos,
straipsniai Ziniasklaidoje, interviu (dauguma $iy publikacijy atspindi oficialig Ukrainos ir
Rusijos valdZios institucijy nuomone, o jy autorius vargu ar galima vadinti nesuintere-
suotais stebétojais), atminties viety jamzinimo koncepcijos, sociologinés apklausos.

Siame straipsnyje pirma karta kalbama apie Holodomorg atminties politikoje vykstant
karui. Autorius tesia ir plétoja Georgijaus Kasjanovo, analizavusio bado idéjas masinéje
samonéje, politikoje ir istoriografijoje, idéjas apie Didjjj Ukrainos bada kaip pagrindinj
simbolj, padedantj suprasti sovietinj Ukrainos istorijos laikotarpij, istorijos nacionalizavi-
ma ir jos panaudojima kuriant valstybe, idéjas. Kasjanovo teigimu, Holodomoras kartu yra
ideologinis konstruktas, istorinis pasakojimas, istorinés atminties fragmentas, praeities
vaizdinys, politikos subjektas ir objektas®. Jis taip pat mano, kad kolektyviné Holodomoro
atmintis daznai konkuruoja su Holokausto atmintimi®. Straipsnyje, pasitelkiant Kasjano-
vo poziurj i istorijos nacionalizavima ir jos panaudojima kuriant tauta, parodoma, kaip
Rusijos agresijos metu nukentéjusi Holodomoro atmintis Ukrainoje palaipsniui papildo-
ma ir pakei¢iama rezistencine.

Remiantis ,atminties viety“ koncepcija ir Wiktorijos Kudelos-Swigtek tyrimais, kuriuo-
se ji nagrinéjo Holodomoro jamzinima, tyrinédama paminklus, ikonografinius motyvus

7 Norman Naimark, Stalin’s Genocides, Princeton University Press, 2010, pp. 51-120.
8 dpocnas I'puniag, [looonamu mMuHyne. InobansHa icmopia YkpaiHu, Kyiv: Portal, 2022, c. 198-199.

9 Teopriunt KackaHOB, Danse macabre. Tonod 1932-1933 pokig y ronimuuj, macosil cgidomocmi ma icmopiorpadii
(1980-mi - movamok 2000-x), Kyiv: Nash chas, 2010.

10 Georgiy Kasianov, ,Holodomor and the Holocaust in Ukraine as Cultural Memory: Comparison, Competition, In-
teraction’, in: Journal of Genocide Research, 2022, Vol. 24, No. 2, p. 216.
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paminkluose ir memorialuose, atminimo jamzinimo praktiky Ukrainoje ir diasporoje
sasajasY, straipsnyje nagrinéjamas Holodomoro paminkly kaip pasiprieSinimo simboliy
naudojimas dabartinio karo metu.

Holodomoras atminties politikoje Saltojo karo ir perestroikos laikotarpiu

Apie Didjjj 1932-1933 m. badg Ukrainoje SSRS buvo nutylima iki devintojo desSimtmecio
vidurio. Komunikaciné atmintis apie Sig tragedija buvo iSsaugota kaip priespriesa ofici-
aliajam sovietiniam kolektyvizacijos naratyvui per asmeninius prisiminimus ir Seimos
istorijas. Badas iSnyko i$ vieSosios erdvés, apie ji nebuvo rasoma vadovéliuose, istorijos
knygose ar literaturoje.

Tragedijos, daznai vadinamos ,ukrainieciy Holokaustu“?, atminimas buvo gyvas ukrai-
nieciy diasporoje. Pries 50-agsias Holodomoro metines ukrainiec¢iy diaspora Jungtinése
Valstijose inicijavo viesas akcijas. 1984 m. buvo jkurta JAV komisija dél Ukrainos bado. Jos
pirmininku tapo kongresmenas Danielis Mica (demokratas i$ Floridos), personalo direk-
toriumi - dr. James Mace. Tel Avive vykusioje tarptautinéje konferencijoje apie Holokaus-
ta ir genocidag J. Macas pirmasis i$ Vakary mokslininky 1932-1933 m. Didjjj Ukrainos badg
apibudino kaip genocido akta®. Jis buvo jsitikines, kad siekiant sutelkti visa valdzig Stali-
no rankose, buvo buitina kontroliuoti antraja pagal dydj sovietine respublika, o tai reiské
ukrainieciy valstie¢iy, inteligentijos, kalbos ir istorijos naikinima. 1988 m. balandzio 22 d.
Kongresui pateiktoje galutinéje Komisijos ataskaitoje daroma isvada, kad dirbtinai sukel-
tas badas buvo Stalino ir jo bendrininky vykdytas genocido aktas pries Ukrainos Zmones.
1986 m. pasirodé pirmoji moksliné knyga apie Holodomora angly kalba: Robert Conquest,
,The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the Terror-Famine*“(,Sielvarto derlius:
Sovietiné kolektyvizacija ir teroro badas®).

SSRS valdzia mané, kad JAV nori sutrukdyti soviety valdZios jtvirtinimo Ukrainoje 70-uyjy
metiniy minéjima, ir stengési kovoti su informacijos apie Holodomora skleidimu kaip su
prieso propaganda'. Buves Ukrainos prezidentas Leonidas Krav¢iukas (1991-1994 m.) prisi-
miné: ,Astuntojo desimtmecio pradzioje Vakary spaudoje pasirodé daug publikacijy, skirty
vienos i$ baisiausiy tragedijy musy tautos istorijoje penkiasdesSimtyjy metiniy proga. Buvo
paleista kontrapropagandos masina, ir as buvau vienas iS jos raty.

1 Wiktoria Kudela-Swiatek, Eternal Memory: Monuments and Memorials of the Holodomor, Edmonton: Canadian In-
stitute of Ukrainian Studies Press, 2021.

2 Anthony Yaremovich, ,Collectivization Through Famine: 45th Anniversary of Anti-Ukrainian Holocaust’, in:
Ukrainian Quarterly (New York), Winter 1978, Vol. 34, No. 4, pp. 349-362.

B Ixenmc E. Metic, ,ABro6iorpacdia. ®axtu i HIHHOCTL: 0COBUCTHI IHTENIeKTyaIBHUIN TIOMYK ', in: JIeHb | 8iyHicmb
JIxcetimca Metica, 3a 3ar. peg, J1. IBmmHoj, Kyiv: Ukrajinska pres-grupa, 2005, c. 15.

4 IMUTpO BeneHeeB, [MUTPO ByAKOB, 3apyvHuys mobanbHOro NpomucmosHHs. Tparedis 8enukoro ronody 1932-
1933 pokig 8 YKpaiHi y KoHmeKkcmi ,xonooHoi sitiHu“ 1945-1991 pokis, Kyiv: Dorado-Druk, 2013.

5 JleoHim KpaBuyk, Maemo me, w0 Maemo: crioradu [ posoymu, Kyiv: Stolittya, 2002, c. 44.
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1986 m. pabaigoje, perestroikos metu, prie Ukrainos komunisty partijos centro komi-
teto buvo jkurta speciali komisija, sudaryta i§ Ukrainos SSR moksly akademijos istorijos
instituto ir Ukrainos komunisty partijos istorijos instituto prie centro komiteto moksli-
ninky, kuriai buvo pavesta istirti archyvine medziagg apie Didjjj bada.

1987 m. gruodzio 25 d. Ukrainos komunisty partijos lyderis Volodymyras S¢erbickis kal-
boje, skirtoje Spalio revoliucijos 70-osioms metinéms ir soviety valdZios Ukrainoje jtvirti-
nimui, pirma karta pripazino badg, taciau teigé, kad ,soviety valdzia tomis salygomis pa-
daré viska, kas jmanoma, kad padéty nuo Sios nelaimés nukentéjusiems Ukrainos, Dono
ir Kubanés, Volgos srities, Piety Uralo ir Kazachstano gyventojams". Tarp bado prieZasciy
Scerbickis nurodé ,nepagrjsta kolektyvizacijos spartinimg”, savanorisko prisijungimo
prie kolukiy pazeidima ir didele sausra®. Po to Ukrainos laikras¢iai pradéjo spausdinti do-
kumentus ir straipsnius apie badg, kuriy pirmojo autorius buvo Stanislavas Kulc¢ickis?.

1988 m. Soviety Sajungos komunisty partijos XIX visuotinéje konferencijoje ukrainie-
Ciy poetas Borisas Olijnikas paragino ,vieSai paskelbti 1933 m. bado, nusinesusio milijo-
nus ukrainieciy gyvybiy, prieZastis ir jvardyti tuos, dél kuriy kaltés jvyko 3i tragedija“®.
1990 m. sausio 26 d. Ukrainos komunisty partijos centro komitetas priémeé rezoliucija,
kurioje bada pavadino ,nusikalstamo Stalino ir jo artimiausios aplinkos elgesio su vals-
tieciais rezultatu”.

Kovoje dél valdZios antikomunistiné opozicija pasinaudojo Holodomoru ir komunisty
partijos atsakomybe uZ ji. Ju nuomone, Holodomoras prazudé pacius geriausius ukrai-
niecius, sudavé nepataisoma smugj ukrainieciy tautai ir jos genetiniam potencialui, o Sio
smugio pasekmeés jauciamos iki Siol. Todél §i tema i$ pradZiy buvo politizuota ir tapo svar-
biu argumentu kovoje uz komunisty valdzios diskreditavima ir nuvertima bei agituojant
uz nepriklausomybe.

6 Bonomumup Llep6burbkui, ,[1in mparopoM Benuroro 3KOBTHS, KypcoM 11epe6ynoBH: [I0TIOBins Ha YpOUUCTOMY
3acizaHHi, mpucegYeHoMy 70-piudio BCTRHOBIEHHS PaIsTHCBKOI BIIaiv Ha YRpaiHi', in PadaHcbka YkpaiHa, 26 Decem-
ber1987.

7 CraniciaB Kynbuuiibkyz, ,J10 icTopii mepirol pagsgHCbRoI Iy6ikariil rpo rooz, 1932-1933 pp. (civens 1988 p.)*, in:
VipaiHcekul icmopuyHut scypHai, 2023, N2 5, ¢. 83-92.

8 XIX Bcecoro3Has KoHPepeH1IMs KoMMyHMCTHYeCcKo! rTapTiu CoBeTckoro Coo3a, 28 uioHA-1 nions 1988 1. Cre-
HOTpadrYecKry OT4eT, T. 2, MockBa: [TomuTrszar, 1988, c. 30.

O ronoze 1932-1933 rofoB Ha YRpauHe U MyOIUKALUY CBSI3aHHBIX C HUM apXUBHBIX MaTepPUaIOB: TOCTAHOBIIE-
Hue LK Kommnaptuu YRpauHs!', in: [Ipagda YkpauHel, 7 February 1990.
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Ilgas atminties atkturimas

Atminties apie Holodomorg atkurimas uztruko labai ilgai, nes daugelis liudininky buvo
traumuoti ir bijojo arba nenoréjo prisiminti tragedijos, o Ukrainos visuomené neturéjo
bendro pozitrio j savo praeitj. Nuo XX a. devintojo deSimtmecio pabaigos Ukrainoje ko-
egzistavo ir tarpusavyje konkuravo du atminties modeliai. Tai buvo sovietinis nostalginis
modelis, pagal kurj badas buvo derliaus nuémimo ir kolektyvizacijos klaidy pasekmeé, ir
nacionalinis modelis, kuris Holodomora vertino kaip ukrainieciy tautos genocida. Pagrin-
diniai atminties veikéjai buvo ukrainieciy diaspora, inteligentija, visuomenés veikéjai ir
sovietiniai disidentai (nacionalinio atminties modelio $alininkai). Jie suformavo pagrindi-
nius atminties politikos naratyvus, kurie buvo jgyvendinami po 2014 m.

1993 m. pirmasis Ukrainos prezidentas L. Kravciukas iSleido dekreta ,Dél 1932-1933 m.
Holodomoro Ukrainoje auky atminimo jamzinimo®. Jis bada pavadino ,administraciniu
budu suplanuota akcija“, kuria siekta iSnaikinti ukrainieciy tauta. 1993 m. rugséjj Kijevo
centre, Mykhailivska aikstéje, buvo pastatytas memorialinis paminklas Holodomoro au-
koms - kryzius su Ukrainos simbolio — motinos Bereginya su nuleistomis rankomis ir
vaiku ant krtitinés - figlira. 1998 m. prezidentas Leonidas Ku¢ma paskutinj lapkricio Ses-
tadienj paskelbé Holodomoro auky atminimo diena.

Po 2004 m. Oranzinés revoliucijos prezidentas Viktoras JuS¢enka pradéjo kurti nauja
nacionalinés atminties modelj, paremta komunistinio totalitarinio reZzimo nusikalti-
mais. Pagrindinis jvykis buvo 1932-1933 m. Holodomoras - ukrainieciy tautos genocidas.
2006 m. buvo priimtas Ukrainos jstatymas ,Dél 1932-1933 m. Holodomoro Ukrainoje“
Holodomoras buvo pripaZintas ukrainieciy tautos genocidu. Kalté dél sio nusikaltimo
buvo priskirta komunistiniam rezimui ir komunistinei ideologijai. V. Jus¢enka ne kartg
sitlé nustatyti baudziamaja atsakomybe uz Holodomoro kaip ukrainieciy tautos genoci-
da ir Holokausto kaip Zydy tautos genocido neigima, tac¢iau parlamentas Sia idéja atmeté.

Pagrindiniu atminties politikos dalyviu tapo valstybé, kuri istorijos politika regulia-
vo jstatymais ir steigdama valstybines institucijas. 2006 m. V. JuS¢enkos iniciatyva buvo
jsteigtas Ukrainos nacionalinés atminties institutas (UINM) - centriné nacionalinés at-
minties atktirimo ir iSsaugojimo vykdomoji institucija. UINM direktoriumi buvo paskirtas
politikas ir akademikas fizikas Igoris Juchnovskis. Pagrindiniu instituto uzdaviniu buvo
paskelbtas Holodomoro auky atminimo jamZinimas. UINM veiké kaip V. JuS¢enkos istori-
nés politikos priemoneé populiarinti postkolonijinés ir postgenocidinés ukrainieciy tautos,
sumokéjusios didziausia kaing uz savo nepriklausomybe, koncepcija. V. Jus¢enka Siurks-
¢iai kiSosi j Holodomoro tyrimus. Jis nubaudé vietos pareiginus uz prasta pasiruosima
75-osioms tragedijos metinéms ir uZ tai, kad buvo rasta mazai bado auky pavardziy®.

20 Bajsepint ConmareHko, , Tparefis TPUALATh TPETHOTO: HOTATKU Ha icTopiorpadiunoMy 3pisi’, in: HauioHanbHa ma
icmopuyHa ram’ame, 2012, 1. 3, ¢. 39.
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2008 m. Kijevo centre atidarytas Nacionalinis Holodomoro ir genocido muziejus. Mu-
ziejaus pastatas yra Zvakés formos. PrieSais jj stovi bronziné mergaités su kvieciy varpomis
skulptira ,Kartus vaikystés prisiminimai“ V. JuS¢enkos prezidentavimo laikotarpiu buvo

suformuotos oficialios Holodomoro auky atminimo jamzinimo ceremonijos ir ritualai:
pastatyti kryZiai, rengtos vieSos pamaldos, iSleistos atminimo knygos. Atminimo apeigy
simboliai buvo kryzius, motina ir vaikas(-ai), rankos, angelas, varpas, apskritimas?, kvieciy
varpos ir putino kekeés. Holodomoro auky atminimo diena 16 val. tylos minute pagerbiamos

2 Wiktoria Kudela-Swiatek, op. cit, pp. 302-341.
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aukos, po to vyksta renginys ,Uzdek atminimo Zvake lange“. 2023 m. 71,7 proc. responden-
ty teigé, kad visuomet arba kartais dalyvauja kasmetiniame Holodomoro auky atminimo
minéjime. 59,7 proc. respondenty teigé, kad uzdega zvake lange, 0 19,5 proc., kad dalyvauja
vieSuose renginiuose?.

2 pav. Ukrainos prezidentas Volodymyras Zelenskis ir jo zmona Olena Zelenska 1932-1933 m.

Holodomoro 90-yjy metiniy minéjimo renginiuose. Ukrainos prezidento kanceliarijos nuotrauka,
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/glava-derzhavi-ta-persha-ledi-vshanuvali-pamyat-zhertv-golod-87253

2010 m. Kijevo apeliacinis teismas iSnagrinéjo Ukrainos saugumo tarnybos iSkelta
baudziamaja byla dél masinio bado fakto, kurioje buvo kaltinami SSRS ir Soviety Ukrai-
nos vadovai Josifas Stalinas, Viaéeslavas Molotovas, Stanislavas Kosioras, Vlasas Cubaras,
Pavelas PociSevas, Lazaras Kaganovicius ir Mendelis Chatajevicius. Teismas nustate, kad
kaltinamieji jvykdé genocido nusikaltima, ir nutrauké baudziamaja byla dél kaltinamuyjy
mirties.

2V 6JIM3BKO TTOJIOBUHMY YKPATHIIIB 3pic iHTepec [0 icTopil micis ToBHOMACIITa6HOTO BTOPTHEHHS — COLIOTIUTYBaHHS ',
in: Vrpaincbkull iHcmumym HauionansHoi mamami, 23-11-2023, <https://uinp.gov.ua/pres-centr/novyny/u-blyzko-polo-
vyny-ukrayinciv-zris-interes-do-istoriyi-pislya-povnomasshtabnogo-vtorgnennya-socopytuvannya>, [2024-09-12].
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Holodomoras Rusijos atminties politikoje

Nuo V.Jus¢enkos prezidentavimo laikotarpio (2005-2010 m.) tarp Rusijos ir Ukrainos vyko
jvairaus intensyvumo ,atminties karai“, kurie nuo 2014 m. vyksta hibridinio karo, o nuo
2022 m. vasario 24 d. - plataus masto karo fone. Rusijoje valdzia ir istorikai Holodomora
laiko tik ,bendra SSRS tauty tragedija“®. Rusija ir prorusiSkos jégos Ukrainoje genocido
koncepcija suvoke kaip bandyma kalte dél Holodomoro organizavimo suversti pirmiausia
Rusijai, o ne komunistinei ideologijai?*.

2008 m. balandZio 2 d. Rusijos Federacijos Valstybés dimos pareiSkime teigiama, kad
dél priverstinés kolektyvizacijos sukelto bado nukentéjo daugelis Rusijos regionu (Volgos
regionas, Centrinis Juodosios Zemés regionas, Siaurés Kaukazas, Uralas, Krymas ir Vakary
Sibiro dalys), Kazachstanas, Ukraina ir Baltarusija. Ta¢iau $i tragedija neturi ir negali tu-
réti tarptautiniu mastu nustatyty genocido poZymiy ir neturety buti dabartiniy politiniy
spekuliacijy objektas?.

V. Putinas V. JuS¢enkai teigé, kad Rusija negali buti atsakinga uZ soviety ar caro valdZia
ir prisiimti atsakomybe uz jy klaidas?¢. 2008 m. Dmitrijus Medvedevas atmeté V. JuSCen-
kos kvietima dalyvauti Holodomoro metiniy minéjimo renginiuose. Savo pranesime Ru-
sijos prezidentas teigé, kad Ukraina naudojasi Sia tragedija kaip uZsienio politikos svertu.
,Siomis pastangomis veikiau siekiama kuo labiau suskaldyti musuy tautas, kurias vienija
Simtmecius trunkantys istoriniai, kultriniai ir dvasiniai rysiai, ypatingi draugysteés ir tar-
pusavio pasitikéjimo jausmai‘, - teigé D. Medvedevas?’.

Rusija visada neigé Ukrainos Zmoniy genocidg, tac¢iau pripaZino, kad badas kilo dél der-
liaus trukumo. 2010 m. Rusijos ir Ukrainos prezidentai D. Medvedevas ir Viktoras Januko-
vycius, neigiantys Holodomoro genocidinj pobtidj, padéjo Zvakes prie paminklo Holodo-
moro aukoms Kyjive.

2011 m. Rusijoje kai kurios knygos apie Holodomora buvo pripaZintos ekstremistiné-
mis. Po Krymo okupacijos Rusijos kontroliuojamas Feodosijos teismas pripazino Feo-
dosijos centrinés bibliotekos sistemos direktore Galing Maliarciuk kalta dél brosituros
apie Holodomorg laikymo ir skyré jai 2000 rubliy administracine bauda. Tuo pat metu
Feodosijos gimnazijos direktorei iSkelta baudziamoji byla dél panasios knygos laikymo.

2 BraguMup Ko3nos, ,061mad tTpareana Haponos CCCPY, in: [onod e CCCP. 1929-1934, T.1, KHura 2, MOCKBa: M31aresib-
ctBo M®]I, 2011, ¢. 5-9.

2 He Hamo CMEIIMBATh TaMATh U TIONUTUKY, in: KpbimMckas rpasda, 25 November 2006.

2 3asgeneHue [ocymapcTBeHHoM [yMbl deneparbHoro Cobpanus Poccuiickon deneparuut «[laMaTy SKepTB royofia
30-x rofioB Ha Tepputopun CCCP», in: [ocydapcmeeHHas Iyma Poccutickol @edepayuu, 02-04-2008, <https:;//duma.
consultant.ru/page.aspx?955838>, [2023-11-30].

2% BixTop IOmmeHKo, ‘Po3MoBH i3 [IyTiHUM I1PO YKPAIHCHKY {eHTHUYHICTb, [010710MOP Ta B3aeMHe NPUMUpPeHHS ', in:
IecmopuyHa Ipagda, 21-11-2013, https://www istpravda.com.ua/columns/2013/11/21/139795/, [2023-11-16].

7 PaspacHeHwUs 110 [onogoMopy, in: MHmepdakc, 14-11-2008, <https;//www.interfax.ru/russia/45578>, [2023-11-16].
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3 pav. Dmitrijus Medvedevas ir Viktoras Janukovy¢ius padeda zva-
kes prie Holodomoro memorialo Kyjive. Reuters nuotrauka

Krymo bibliotekose esanti ,ekstremistiné” literatiira apie Holodomora buvo konfiskuo-
ta. 2015 m. Maskvoje uzdaryta Ukrainieciy literatiiros biblioteka; jos direktoré Natalija
Sarina véliau buvo nuteista ketveriy mety lygtine bausme uZ 25 ,ekstremistiniy knygy*,
iskaitant ir knyga apie Holodomorg, laikyma?.

2014 m. Rusijos kontroliuojamose Donecko ir Luhansko ,liaudies respublikose” pradeé-
ti ardyti Holodomoro memorialai. Okupavus Mariupolj, buvo iSmontuotas nuo 2004 m.
miesto centre stovéjes memorialas 1932-1933 m. Holodomoro ir politiniy represijy au-
koms. Istorikas i§ Donecko Artemas Bobrovskis, pritardamas iSmontavimui teigé, kad
,iuo 1932-1933 m. bado labiausiai nukentéjo ne Ukraina ar Donbasas”, o Kazachstanas,
Volgos regionas ir Siaurés Kaukazas®. 2023 m. Rusijos okupantai sunaikino 14 paminkly
Holodomoro aukoms atminti Chersono srities Genicesko rajono Ivanivkos bendruome-
nés teritorijoje. Rusijos kontroliuojama vietos valdzia aiskino, kad Holodomoras nebuvo

28 Cepreil I'poMeHKo, ,[onomoMop U KpeIM: cTepras 1aMaTh O Tparemuu’, in: Kpeim. Peanuu, 28-11-2018, <https:/
rukrymr.com/a/golodomor-i-krym-stertaya-pamyat-o-tragedii/29624569 html>, [2023-11-20].

2 B aHHEKCHMpOBaHHOM MapuyrioJie IeMOHTUPOBaIN MeMopual «XKeprBaM [onogoMopar”, in: Medysa, 19-10-2022,
<https//meduza.io/news/2022/10/19/v-anneksirovannom-mariupole-demontirovali-memorial-zhertvam-golodomora>,
[2023-11-16].
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4 pav. Paminklo Holodomoro aukoms Ivanivkos mieste griovimas.
Telegram kanalo nuotrauka, AAMUHNCTpaLXa FIBaHOBCKOT'O MyHUIIUIIAJIBHOI'O OKpyTa

unikalus reiSkinys ir dirbtinai sukeltas badas®’. 2024 m. liepa Luhanske buvo iSmontuoti
memorialiniai paminklai stalininiy represijy ir Holodomoro aukoms.

Naudojimasis maistu kaip ginklu
Timocio Snaiderio teigimu, Rusijai neigiant Holodomora i$ tikryjy buvo rengiamasi pasi-
naudoti maistu kaip ginklu:

,Prezidentas V. Putinas bando jrodyti, kad kontroliuoja Ukraing, todél Afrikos ir Azijos
lyderiams sako, kad dabar jis yra maisto Seimininkas. Kad dabar jis valdo alkj. Kad jis nu-
spres, kas gyvens, o kas mirs. Zinoma, tai yra labai tiesioginis XX a. tre¢iojo deSimtmecio
ir Stalino politikos aidas.”*

Ukrainos valdzios institucijos teigia, kad Rusija vykdo Ukrainos uosty blokada ir su-
daro Klititis ukrainietiSsky grudy eksportui, siekdama sukelti maisto krize, panasiai kaip

30 JIUKBUAVPYEM MOCTIENCTBIA UCKAKEHUI HAllle CTOPUU: B IBAHOBCKOM OKDYTe CHECIY [TAaMATHUKY JKePTBaM
rojiofioMopa’, in: ZOV XepcoH, 23-11-2023, <https://kherson-news.ru/society/2023/11/23/233121. html>, [2023-11-29].

31 Timoti CHaiiziep, ,Pocist BHKOPHUCTOBYE roiiof, sk 36poio’, in: IemopuyHa ITpasda, 21-11-2023, <https://www.istprav-
da.com.ua/columns/2023/11/21/163373/>, [2023-11-29].
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1932-1933 m. Stalino rezimas sukélé dirbtinj bada. Rusija ne tik kariauja masio lauke, bet
ir siekia sukelti pasauline maisto krize, naikindama Ukrainos civiliniy uosty infrastruk-
tara ir grady saugyklas, blokuodama Ukrainos Juodosios juros pakrante ir trukdydama
teisétam tranzitui Ukrainos teritoriniuose vandenyse*. ,Putinas didziuojasi, kad seka di-
dziausiy XX a. zudiky pavyzdZziu. Jei jis galéty Ukrainai surengti dar viena Holodomorg, jis
tai padaryty®, - teigé Ukrainos prezidentas Volodymyras Zelenskis 3.

Holodomoro atminimo dienomis V. Zelenskis rengia tarptautinés humanitarines ini-
ciatyvos ,Grudai Ukrainos maisto saugumui® susitikimus. Pagal $ia programa partneriai
i§ Ukrainos gamintojy perka maisto produktus Afrikos ir Azijos Salims, atsidurusioms ties
bado riba*.

,2Ukrainieciai patyré genocida. Ir Siandien darome viska, kas jmanoma ir nejmanoma,
kad sustabdytume nauja Rusijos genocido politika. Naujg, bet panasia j tg, kuri XX a. pra-
Zudé milijonus Zmoniy“®, - kalbéjo V. Zelenskis.

Ukrainos Aukscéiausioji Rada paskelbé, kad plataus masto neiSprovokuota Rusijos gin-
kluota agresija prie§ Ukraing yra Rusijos genocidinés imperinés politikos, kuria siekia-
ma nubausti ukrainiecius uZ ju nora sukurti modernia, sékminga demokratine valstybe
ir civilizacinj pasirinkima buti Jungtinés Europos dalimi, tesinys. Nuo Holodomoro laiky
Rusijos imperializmas nepakeité savo tikslo sunaikinti Ukraing ir ukrainieciy tautg®.

Zmogaus teisiy advokatai i$ organizacijos ,Global Rights Compliance” rengia karo nu-
sikaltimy byla, kurig pateiks Tarptautiniam baudZiamajam teismui, kaltindami Rusija sg-
moningai sukélus bada. Naudojimasis maistu kaip ginklu vyko trimis etapais, pradedant
nuo pirmosios invazijos, kai buvo apgulti Ukrainos miestai ir nutrauktas maisto tiekimas.
Tarp uZfiksuoty incidenty - 2022 m. kovo 16 d. anksty ryta Cernigovo mieste Zuvo 20 civiliy
gyventojy, kai prie miesto prekybos centro, kuriame ukrainieciai stovéjo eiléje prie duo-
nos ir maisto produkty, sprogo rusiskos priestankinés bombos. Taip pat buvo nutrauktas
maisto tiekimas j Mariupolj, o humanitarinés pagalbos koridoriai buvo blokuojami arba

32 Address of the President of Ukraine on the occasion of the Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holodomors",
in: President of Ukraine, 25-11-2023, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/zvernennya-prezidenta-ukrayini-z-nago-
di-dnya-pamyati-zhertv-87249>, [2023-11-26]..

33 Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the second international summit Grain from Ukraine: Never again should hunger be-
come a weapon against the freedom of people”, in: President of Ukraine, 25-11-2023, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/
news/volodimir-zelenskij-na-drugomu-mizhnarodnomu-samiti-grain-uk-87265>, [2023-11-26].

3 Opening address of President of Ukraine at the inaugural International Summit on Food Security under Grain
from Ukraine humanitarian program’, in: President of Ukraine, 26-11-2022, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/
vistup-prezidenta-ukrayini-na-mizhnarodnomu-ustanovchomu-sam-79449>, [2023-11-16].

35 Never again should hunger be used as a weapon - address of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy", in: President of
Ukraine, 26-11-2022, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/nikoli-bilshe-golod-ne-maye-vikoristovuvatis-yak-zb-
roya-zver-79469>, [2023-11-16).

36 3agBa BepxoBHOI Pazy VRpaiHu y 3B'13Ky 3 90-Mu poKOBUHAMU [onogomMopy 1932-1933 pokiB B YKpaiHi', in: Bep-
XoeHa Pada Ykpaiu, 22-11-2023, <https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3488-IX#Text>, [2023-11-25].
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bombarduojami. Antrasis etapas - tai masiy metu visoje Ukrainoje sunaikintos maisto ir
vandens atsargos, taip pat pazeisti energijos Saltiniai. Mykolajivas, didelis miestas pietuo-
se, nuo konflikto pradZios liko be geriamojo vandens. Treciasis etapas — Rusijos bandymai
uzkirsti kelig Ukrainos maisto produkty eksportui arba jj apriboti. 2023 m. liepos pabaigo-
je-rugpjucio pradzioje buvo sunaikinta 270 000 tony maisto produkty”.

Ukrainos prezidento kanceliarijos vadovas Andrijus Jermakas palygino Holodomora su
Rusijos iSpuoliais pries civiline energetikos infrastruktira:

,Praéjusj savaitgalj Ukraina minéjo 90-3gsias Holodomoro metines. Dabar musy kras-
tus persekioja naujas teroras - Cholodomoras. Sis Zodis, raSomas tik su viena papildoma
raide, reiskia ,mirtj nuo susalimo“. ZodZiai ,badas” ir ,3altis“ ukrainieciy kalboje skamba
panasiai, o rezultatas tas pats. Ar kada nors bandéte jsivaizduoti masines mirtis nuo su-
Salimo? Milijonai léty, kankinanciy, skausmingy mirciy - joks filmas ar knyga neperteiks
iy baisybiy, o mes net nenorime bandyti jy jsivaizduoti. Ta¢iau butent tokj likima Sian-
dien Ukrainai ruoSia rusai. Jau keleta savaiciy, artéjant ziemai, jie Simtais rakety apSaudo
Ukrainos civiline energetikos infrastruktura.“®

Holodomoras ir atminties politikos saugojimas Ukrainoje:
nuo aukos iki pasipriesinimo

Po Euromaidano revoliucijos ir 2014 m. prasidéjus Rusijos agresijai prie$ Ukraing Ukrainos
valdzia émési mnemoninés kariy strategijos, siekdama panaikinti nostalgiska sovietinj
atminties modelj. Pagal Sig strategija turéjo buti sukurta vieninga praeities vizija, o alter-
natyvos tapo uzdraustomis ir kriminalizuotomis*. Tai buvo Soko terapija atminties politi-
kos srityje, vadinama dekomunizacija. Istoriné atmintis pradéta laikyti valstybés saugumo
dalimi. Sovietiné praeitis buvo paskelbta egzistencine grésme Ukrainai. Ukrainos istorijos
politika siekiama sumazinti priklausomybe nuo Rusijos, jskaitant bendra praeities vizijg*°.

Rusijos agresija pries Ukraina pakeité ukrainieciy pozitrj j istorinius klausimus, ypac
susijusius su ,bendra“ sovietine istorija. Per pastaruosius deSimt mety pusantro kar-

37 Dan Sabbagh, ,War crimes dossier to accuse Russia of deliberately causing starvation in Ukraine®, in: The Guard-
ian, 24-09-2023, <https:;//www.theguardian.com/world/2023/sep/24/war-crimes-dossier-to-accuse-russia-of-delib-
erately-causing-starvation-in-ukraine>,[2023-11-28].

38 Andriy Yermak, ,In Ukraine, Russia is trying to freeze us into submission or death. It will fail’, in: The Guardian,
1-12-2022, <https;//www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/01/ukraine-russia-freeze-power-starvation-ho-
lodomor-terror>, [2023-11-28].

39 Michael Bernhard, Jan Kubik, ,The Politics and Culture of Memory Regimes', in: Twenty Years After Communism,
edited by M. Bernhard J. Kubik, New York: Oxford University Press, 2014, p. 277.

4 Tomasz Stryjek, Volodymyr Sklokin, “Wprowadzenie. Kultury historyczne. O niepowodzeniu pojednania historycz-
nego z nowej perspektywy”, in: Kultury historyczne Polskii Ukrainy: O Zrodtach nieporozumien pomiedzy sqsiadami, pod.
red. T. Stryjeka i V. Sklokina, Warszava: Scholar, s. 12.
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to padaugéjo respondenty, sutinkancéiy su teiginiu, kad 1932-1933 m. Holodomoras yra
ukrainieciy tautos genocidas. 2010 m. tik 60 proc. ukrainie¢iy Holodomora laiké ukrainie-
¢iy tautos genocidu. Naujausios apklausos duomenimis, 2023 m. su Siuo teiginiu sutiko
92 proc. apklaustyjy (Zr. 1 diagrama).

Ar sutinkate, kad 1932-1933 m. Holodomoras
buvo ukrainieciy tautos genocidas?
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1diagrama. Ukrainieciy pozitiris j 1932-1933 m. Holodomora kaip j ukrainieciy tautos genocida*

Per kara V. JuSCenkos laikais sukurta Holodomoro aukos diskursa pradéjo keisti pasi-
prieSinimo diskursas. Istorikas Genadijus Efimenko mano, kad Holodomoras yra ne tik
auka, tragedija ir nusikaltimas, bet ir ,ukrainieciy pasiprieSinimas, dél kurio mes iSlikome
kaip tauta. Tai istorija ne tik ty, kurie miré nuo nusikalstamai organizuoto bado, bet ir ty,
kurie iSgyveno ir galiausiai nugaléjo”. Dél Sios kovos Kremlius buvo nugalétas, o ukrainie-
C¢iy tauta isliko*

Ukrainos istorikai pradéjo kritikuoti Holodomoro auky skaiciaus sureikSminima. Anks-
¢iau politikai ir kai kurie istorikai auky skai¢iy daznai vertino nuo 7 iki 10 milijony, nes
truko patikimy Saltiniy ir noréta parodyti, kad Holodomoro auky skai¢ius nenusileidzia
Holokausto auky skaiciui, o gal net jj virSija. Po 2008 m. Ukrainos ir JAV demografy koman-
da (Olehas Volovyna, Natalija LevCuk, Omelianas Rudnytskis ir kiti) iSanalizavo turimus
Saltinius, taip pat ir i§ Rusijos archyvy, ir maksimaliai atsiZvelgé j migracijos veiksnj. De-

4 MHaMika cTaBieHHs 10 [onogomopy 1932-33 pp.’, in: Cottionoriuna rpyma «PertiHr», November 2023, <https://

ratinggroup.ua/files/ratinggroup/reg_files/rg_holodomor_112023_0001.pdf>, [2023-11-28].

42 AutoH Ileyepcerkul, leHHazint €diMeHKo, Tomomomop 1932-1933 pokiB i cydyacHuil Hamaz pd Ha VKpaiHy -

IIBi JIaHKM OIHOTO JNaHufora’, in: Apmialnform, 25-11-2023, <https;//armyinform.com.ua/2023/11/25/golodomor-
-1932-1933-rokiv-i-suchasnyj-napad-rf-na-ukrayinu-dvi-lanky-odnogo-lanczyuga/?fbclid=IwAROiTJR7uShtpVv8a-
40jd0Vi0-dvBEnudd75uoYrwzEgGvP1g8zYGbxrnLIE>, [1981-11-16].
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mografai apskaiciavo, kad 1932-1934 m. tiesioginiai nuostoliai dél bado sukelto itin didelio
mirStamumo sieké 3,94 mln. Zmoniy, o kartu su tais metais negimusiais vaikais - 4,5 mIn.**

2021 m. rudenj Nacionalinis Holodomoro ir genocido muziejus iSleido kriminalistiniy
statistiniy ir kriminalistiniy ekspertiziy knyga, kurioje nustaté, kad Holodomoro aukuy
skaicius yra 10,5 mln.,, i$ ju 9,1 mln. Ukrainos SSR*. 2021 m. gruodzio 1 d. grupé istoriky ir
visuomenés veikéjy atviru laiSku kreipési j Ukrainos vadovus, kaltindami muziejaus di-
rektore Olesia Stasiuk ir viena i$ knygos autoriy, Ukrainos saugumo tarnybos generola
Mykola Herasimenka, daugybe falsifikacijy ir ,pradéjus diskreditavimo ir faktinio Smeizto
kampanijg” pries mokslininkus, kurie nepritaria 10,5 mln. auky skai¢iui*. Auky skaiciaus
padidinimas rodo, kad ukrainieciy pasipriesinimas Kremliaus veiksmams yra mazesnis,
nei buvo is tikryjy, arba net visiskai juos ignoruoja.

Ukrainos valdzios institucijos néra apibrézusios savo pozicijos dél Holodomoro auky
skaiciaus. Ukrainos kulttros ir informacinés politikos ministerija bei UINM pritaré atvi-
ro laisko autoriams. Dél to Olesya Stasiuk buvo atleista iS muziejaus direktorés pareigy ir
teisme bando susigraZinti pareigas. Véliau jos disertacijoje buvo rasta plagiato poZymiy?.
Taciau Ukrainos uZsienio reikaly ministerija i Sig situacija nereagavo. Kai kurios amba-
sados ir konsulatai uzsienyje parodé dokumentinj filma ,10,5%, paremta kriminalistiniais
statistiniais ir teismo medicinos kriminalistiniais tyrimais.

Ukrainos diskurse karo metu Rusija uzémé komunisty vieta kaip Holodomoro kalti-
ninké ir organizatoré. Genocido prieZastys gludi artimoje kaimynystéje su Maskva. Visy
rysiy su Rusija, jskaitant kultQirinius ir istorinius rysius, nutraukimas yra apsauga nuo
naujo genocido. Pasak G. Efimenko, ,Holodomoras, kaip genocidas, buvo ne tik ir net ne
tiek komunistinio rezimo, kiek komunistinés Rusijos nusikaltimas, ir Siame apibrézime
pagrindinis daiktavardis yra ,Rusija“, o ne budvardis ,komunistiné“’.

Per karg Ukrainos valdzia nusprendé Kyjive uzbaigti Holodomoro muziejaus statyba.
Kaip paaiskino Ukrainos kulturos ir strateginiy komunikacijy ministras Mykola Tocickis,

4 Omelian Rudnytskyi, Nataliia Levchuk, Oleh Wolowyna, Pavlo Shevchuk, Alla Kovbasiuk, ,Demography of a man-
made human catastrophe: The case of massive famine in Ukraine 1932-1933", in: Canadian Studies in Population, 2015,
No. 42 (1-2), pp. 53-80.

4 TeHoyuo ykpaiHyis 1932-1933 3a Mamepianamu 0ocyoosux po3cnioysaHs, Yiiopsiz: O. [TeTpuiiu, M. TepacuMeHKo,
O. Cractok. Kyiv: Marko Melnyk Publishers, 2021.

4 BIIKpWTUI JIMCT HAYKOBLIB Ta TPOMAZCBKOCTI 1mono danmbcudiraiiil y chepi NOCIIPKEHHS Ta IMOMUPEeHHS
iHpopMatiil rpo [oomoMop-reHOIM I, YRpaiHChKOTO Hapoy', in: IcmopuyuHa [Tpasda, 1-12-2021, <https://www.istpra-
vda.com.ua/columns/2021/12/1/160581/>, [2023-11-16]; Onexcatap [mazayH, Hartamia Jlesayk, Oner BonosuHa, lle pa3
I1pO KUTBKICTb BTPAT YHACIIZOK [07100MODY: eKCIIepTHA OLUHKA", in: VRpalHChKUM icTOpUYHUM sKypHa1, 2023, N2 5,
c.93-118.

4 Tennagin €EpiMeHKo, ,Kazyc CTacloKk: ManCTep-KiIac 3 IUCKpeaUTallil icTOpYHOI HayKy Ta TeMaTUKY [010I0MOpY B
Vrpaini", in: [linosa cmonuuyg, 18-02-2022, <https://www.dsnews.ua/ukr/blog/kazus-stasyuk-mayster-klas-z-diskred-
itaciji-istorichnoji-nauki-ta-tematiki-golodomoru-v-ukrajini-18022022-451784>, [2023-11-16].

47 AHTOH ITe4epCbKUH, op. Cit.
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,Nacionalinis Holodomoro muziejus yra ne tik XX a. genocido istorinés atminties iSsau-
gojimo klausimas, bet ir tiesiogiai susijes su kova, kuria Ukrainos Zzmonés Siandien kovo-
ja uz savo egzistencija. Juk Sis Salies agresorés sukeltas uzkariavimo karas yra tiesioginé
amzinos ir nekintancios Rusijos imperinés politikos, kuria siekiama sunaikinti viska, kas
ukrainietiSka, tgsa“.

Tarptautinis 1932-1933 m. Holodomoro pripazinimas genocidu

Svarbi Ukrainos valstybinés politikos dalis buvo tai, kad kitos valstybés pripazino Holodo-
mora genocidu. Holodomoro pripazinima genocidu tarptautiniu lygmeniu labai pasparti-
no plataus masto Rusijos invazija, kurios metu Rusijos valdZia atvirai deklaravo ketinimus
sunaikinti ukrainiecius kaip tauta. Sis faktas parodé istorinj Rusijos nusikaltimy testinu-
ma nuo Holodomoro iki Zudyniy Bucoje ir Irpinéje.

2022 m. lapkricio 16 d. Ukrainos Auksciausioji Rada paragino pasaulio parlamentus
pripazinti Holodomora ukrainieciy tautos genocidu. Jei iki 2022 m. genocidu jj pripazino
tik 15 Jungtiniy Tauty valstybiy nariy ir Vatikanas, tai po nusikaltimy Bucoje Holodomo-
ra pripaZino 17 valstybiy, jskaitant Vokietija ir DidzZigja Britanijg, kurios anksc¢iau atmeté
aktus, pripazjstancius 1932-1933 m. vykdyta ukrainieciy tautos genocida. Be to, Holodo-
mora genocidu pripazino kelios tarptautinés organizacijos, iskaitant Europos Parlamenta
ir Europos Tarybos Parlamentine Asambléja (Zr. 1 lentele). Kai kurios $alys Holodomora
pasmerke kaip nusikaltima Zmoniskumui.

1lentelé. 1932-1933 m. Holodomoro pripazinimas genocidu tarptautiniu mastu®®

Data Salis
1 1993-10-20 Estija
2 1993-10-28 Australija
3 2003-06-20 Kanada
4 2003-11-26 Vengrija
5 2004-02-04 Vatikanas
6 2005-11-24 Lietuva
7 2005-12-20 Gruzija
8 2006-03-16-04-12 Lenkija
9 2007-06-19 Peru
10 2007-10-25 Paragvajus

4 Murosa TOYMLIBKAN 3yCTPiBCA 3 IIpeficTaBHUKaMU CBITOBOTO KOHTPeCy YKpaiHLiB', in: KabiHem MiHicmpis Ykpa-
iHu, 09-09-2024, <https://wwwkmu.gov.ua/news/mykola-tochytskyi-zustrivsia-z-predstavnykamy-svitovoho-konhre-
su-ukraintsiv>, [2024-09-15].

4 Compiled by: ,BusHaHHs [0/10710MOPY aKTOM IeHOLIMY B CBITI', in: HauioHanbHUl My3ell [0100oMopy-reHouudy,
<https://holodomormuseum org.ua/vyznannia-v-sviti-holodomoru-aktom-henotsydu/>, [2023-11-16].
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Data Salis

n 2007-10-30 Ekvadoras

12 2007-12-21 Kolumbija

13 2008-02-19 Meksika

14 2008-03-13 Latvija

15 2017-03-03 Portugalija

16 2018-10-04-12-11 JAV

17 2022-04-06 Cekija

18 2022-04-26 Brazilija

19 2022-11-24 Moldova

20 2022-11-24 Airija

21 2022-11-30 Vokietija
2022-12-15 Europos Parlamentas

22 2022-12-21 Cile

23 2023-02-01 Bulgarija

24 2023-03-10 Belgija

25 2023-03-23 Islandija

26 2023-03-28 Prancuzija

27 2023-05-23 Slovénija

28 2023-05-25 Jungtiné Karalysté

29 2023-06-13 Liuksemburgas

30  2023-06-20 Slovakija

31 2023-06-28 Kroatija

32 2023-07-07 Nyderlandai

33 2023-07-26 Italija
2023-10-12 Europos Tarybos Parlamentiné Asambléja

ISvados

Holodomoras kaip ukrainieciy tautos genocidas buvo pripazjstamas palaipsniui, taciau
Siandien tam pritaria dauguma Ukrainos gyventojy. Susiformavo Holodomoro auky at-
minimo jamZinimo praktika, kurioje gausu krik¢ionisky ir liaudies simboliy (kryZiai, zva-
kes, kvie€iy varpos, putino kekes).

Holodomoras visada buvo politizuota tema, kurig Ukrainos politikai naudojo tarpusa-
vio kovoje ir konfrontacijoje su Rusija. Holodomoro atminties politika siekiama nutraukti
rySius su Rusija. Vykstant Ukrainos atminties politikos karui, komunistinio totalitarinio
rezimo nusikaltimas buvo transformuotas j Rusijos kalte. Holodomoro aukos diskursa
keicia pasipriesinimo diskursas.

Ukrainos valdzios institucijos jrodo, kad Rusija nuo pat Holodomoro laiky vykdé ukrai-
nieciy tautos naikinimo politika, o Siuolaikinés Bucos, Irpinés, Mariupolio tragedijos yra
Rusijos (SSRS) genocidinés imperinés politikos tesinys. Holodomoro pripaZzinimas uzsienio
valstybiy vykdomu ukrainieciy tautos genocidu islieka viena svarbiausiy Ukrainos uzsienio
politikos krypciy. Po nusikaltimy Bucoje Holodomora genocidu pripazino 17 valstybiu.
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Yurii Latysh
The Holodomor of 1932-1933 in Memory Politics during the Russo-Ukrainian War
Summary

In the Ukraine’s politics of memory, the Holodomor of 1932-1933 takes a key place as the genocide of
the Ukrainian people, which aimed to prevent the formation of the Ukrainian nation and the separa-
tion of Ukraine from the USSR. During the Russo-Ukrainian War, the emphasis of mnemonic politics
was shifted from the victimhood of Ukrainians to their resistance, which prevented the Kremlin from
implementing its plans. Ukrainian historians criticised the unreasonable overestimation of the num-
ber of Holodomor victims to 10.5 million people, contrary to studies by demographers who estimated
the direct losses from famine-induced supermortality in 1932-1934 at 3.94 million, and 4.5 million
together with children not born in those years. Instead of the crimes of the communist totalitarian
regime, Russian guilt became the key concept in the description of the Holodomor. Putin's policy of
weaponising food, tragedies of Bucha, Irpin and Mariupol are considered as a continuation of the ge-
nocidal imperial policy of Russia/the USSR. The Holodomor memory politics is aimed at breaking any
ties with Russia.

Keywords: famine, genocide, full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine, politics of history, commemora-
tive practices.
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Pradédama plataus masto agresija prieS Ukraing, Rusijos Federacija pazeidé Jungtiniy
Tauty Chartijos 2 straipsnio 4 dalyje jtvirtinta draudima ,naudoti jéga pries bet kurios
valstybés teritorinj vientisuma ar politine nepriklausomybe®. Nuo 2022 m. vasario 24 d.
Ukrainoje vykdomi Rusijos ginkluotyjy pajégu nusikaltimai yra patys sunkiausi tarptauti-
nio masto nusikaltimai, ta patvirtina ir Tarptautinio baudziamojo teismo iSduotas aresto
orderis Rusijos prezidentui Vladimirui Putinui ir prezidentui pavaldziai vaiko teisiy jga-
liotinei Marijai Aleksejevnai Lvovai-Belovai dél konkreciu veiky, kurias Sis teismas pri-
skiria karo nusikaltimams. Siekiant Sias veikas pripazinti genocido nusikaltimu, biatina
jrodyti kaltinamojo ketinima visiskai ar i$ dalies sunaikinti nacionaline, etning, rasine ar
religine grupe.

Siame straipsnyje nagrinéjami karo nusikaltimai, kuriuos Rusijos ginkluotosios pajégos
jvykdé pries civilius Ukrainos gyventojus per Rusijos ir Ukrainos karg, ir nustatomi Siy
veiky ketinant vykdyti genocida poZymiai. Jame analizuojami aiSkis genocido veiksmai,
jiskaitant Zudymus, sunkiy kano ar psichiniy suzalojimy padaryma, priverstinj ukrainie-
¢iy vaiky perkélima j Rusija ir okupuotas teritorijas bei samoninga gyvenimo salygy, nu-
kreipty j ukrainieciy kaip tautos fizinj sunaikinima, sudaryma. Be to, straipsnyje kruops-
¢iai nagrinéjami iSpuoliai pries Salies kulttiros paveldo objektus, kurie, nelygu aplinkybés,
gali buti kvalifikuojami kaip karo nusikaltimai (kai, be kita ko, ju negalima pateisinti karo
butinybe ir yra pazeidziamas kariniy ir civiliy taikiniy atskyrimo principas), nusikaltimai
zmoniskumui (kai jie yra sistemingi) arba genocidas (kai jis yra tapatybés naikinimo po-
litikos dalis).
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Autoreé jrodo, kad Rusijos agresija prieS Ukraing ne tik kelia grésme Salies teritoriniam
vientisumui ir valstybés suverenitetui, bet ir siekia bent is dalies sunaikinti ukrainieciy
tautg, jos tapatybe ir kultirinj pavelda. Rusijos ir Ukrainos konfliktas turi genocido pozy-
miy, kurie pripaZjstami tarptautinéje teiséje pagal 1948 m. Genocido konvencija. Sie po-
Zymiai pasireiSkia bandymu vykdyti genocidg, tiesioginiu ir vieSu genocido kurstymu bei
genocido vykdymu tam tikrose teritorijose, konkreciai Bucoje ir Mariupolyje.

Bus sudétinga pagristi ir jrodyti Sio nusikaltimo vykdyma visoje Ukrainoje - Sios pastan-
nieciy naslaiciy perkélimas j Rusija - nusikaltimas, palietes visa Salj. Be to, kankinimy
ir Zudyniy veiksmai, jvykdyti ankstyvuoju plataus masto jsiverzimo laikotarpiu (2022 m.
vasario ir kovo mén.) Kyjivo ir Cernigovo regionuose, rodo tam tikrose vietovése vykdyto
genocido poZymius. Vertinant turimus faktus per istorine prizme, Rusijos pajégy veiks-
muose Ukrainoje galima jzvelgti genocido pozymiy.

ReikSminiai ZodZiai: Rusijos Federacija, Ukraina, Jungtiniy Tauty konvencija dél kelio uz-
kirtimo genocido nusikaltimui ir baudimo uz jj, Raphaelis Lemkinas, karas, Zmonés, kul-
turos paveldas, genocidas.
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Jzanga

2022 m. vasario 24 d. Rusijos Federacija pradéjo plataus masto karine agresija pries
Ukraing. Rusijos kariuomené smogeé visoje Salyje, jzengdama j Zytomyro, Kyjivo, Cer-
nigovo, Sumy, Charkivo, Luhansko, Donecko, ZaporoZés, Chersono ir Mikolajivo sri¢iy
teritorijas. Dél invazijos smarkiai padaugéjo civiliy gyventojy auky, buvo sunaikinta
daugybeé civiliy objekty, jskaitant gyvenamuosius namus, medicinos ir Svietimo jstai-
gas, prekybos centrus, gelezinkelio stotis, maisto produkty bei vaisty sandélius ir t. t.!
Netrukus po Rusijos pajégy pasitraukimo i$ Siauriniy Salies sri¢iy émé rastis prane-
Simy apie daugybe nuzudymu ir vietos civiliy gyventojy individualias ar kolektyvines
masines kapavietes. Nuo to laiko daznai pasigirsta teiginiai, kad ,Rusija yra teroristine
valstybé” ir kad ,Rusijos valstybé remia terorizma“. Siame kontekste svarbu prisiminti
2022 m. spalio 13 d. Europos Tarybos Parlamentinés Asambléjos priimta rezoliucijag, ku-
rioje dabartinis Rusijos reZimas paskelbtas teroristiniu2 Jau 2022 m. lapkricio 23 d. Eu-
ropos Parlamentas priémé rezoliucija, pagal kuria pripaZino Rusija ,valstybe, remiancia
terorizma” ir valstybe, ,naudojancia teroristines priemones*.

Agresoriaus veika Ukrainoje liudija taikoma klasikiné teroro taktika ne tik kovos
veiksmuy zonoje, bet ir visoje Salyje. Rusijos pajégos naudoja sunkiaja artilerija pries ci-
vilius gyventojus ir civiline infrastruktirg, pasitelkia civilius gyventojus kaip gyvuosius
skydus, persekioja asmenis dél jy politiniy ar religiniy jsitikinimy, Ziauriai elgiasi su pa-
imtais i nelaisve Ukrainos kariais ir trukdo tarptautiniy organizacijuy veiklai, jskaitant
trukdyma atvykti Jungtiniy Tauty ir Raudonojo Kryziaus humanitariniams konvojams.
Taip pat aktyviai vykdoma propaganda ir daromas psichologinis spaudimas laikinai
okupuotose teritorijose gyvenanciam ukrainieciy jaunimui. Be to, Rusija intensyviai
naudoja interneta propagandos, verbavimo ir finansiniais tikslais* Visa $i veika, jskai-
tant ,branduolinj terorizma®, kelia sunaikinimo grésme visiems Ukrainos gyventojams
ir ja tarptautiné bendruomené jau galéty kvalifikuoti kaip genocida.

! United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, Ukraine, Killings of Civilians: Summary Executions
and Attacks on Individual Civilians in Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy Regions in the Context of the Russian Federation's Armed
Attack against Ukraine, 24 February-31 October 2022, 7 December 2022, p. 6: United Nations in Ukraine, 7-12-2022,
in: <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/ukraine/2022/2022-12-07-OHCHR-Thematic-Re-
port-Killings-EN.pdf>, [2023-11-24].

2 Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2463 (2022) ,Further escalation of the Russian Federation’s
aggression against Ukraine", in: Parliamentary Assembly, <https://pace.coe.int/en/files/31390/html>, [2023-11-25].

3 European Parliament resolution of 23 November 2022 on recognising the Russian Federation as a state sponsor of
terrorism (2022/2896 (RSP), in: European Parliament, <https://www.europarl europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-
0405_EN.docx>, [2023-11-25].

4 Orcana Enenp, Onercanap CKpUTTHIOR, ,«Crerorneparis» 9K 37I04rH’, in: 3akoH i BizHec, 13-09-2022, <https://zib.
com.ua/ua/152930-deystviya_rossii_podpadayut_pod_priznaki_mezhdunarodnogo_terhtml>, [2023-11-27].
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Svarstymai, ar Rusijos pajégu vykdomi ziaurumai Ukrainoje yra genocido nusikalti-
mas, sukélé mokslines diskusijas®. Kai kurie jy dalyviai Ziaurumus linke vertinti per jus
ad bellum ir jus in bello prizme, todél daro iSvadg, kad jvykdyti veiksmai téra atsitiktiniai
smurto atvejai®. Kita mokslininky grupé jvykius analizuoja per genocido prizme, siedama
juos su platesniu istoriniu, politiniu ir kulturiniu kontekstu, t. y. Rusijos vykdoma plataus
masto agresija prie$ Ukraing’. Sis straipsnis palaiko pastaraja tyrimy kryptj, siekdamas
iSnagrinéti karo nusikaltimus, kuriuos Rusijos kariuomeneé jvykdé pries civilius Ukrainos
gyventojus per plataus masto konfliktg, ir nustatyti ketinimo vykdyti genocida poZymius.
Autoré analizuoja akivaizdzias genocido veikas, jskaitant zudymus, sunkiy kiino ar psichi-
niy suzalojimy padaryma, priverstinj ukrainieciy vaiky perkélima ir samoninga gyveni-
mo salygy, nukreipty j fizinj ukrainieciy tautos sunaikinima, sudaryma. Be to, straipsnyje
nagrinéjamas sistemingas Salies kultros paveldo naikinimas, kuris gali buiti vertinamas
kaip samoningo siekio bent i$ dalies sunaikinti ukrainiecius kaip tautine grupe, saugoma
Jungtiniy Tauty konvencijos dél kelio uzkirtimo genocido nusikaltimui ir baudimo uz jj,
irodymas.

Genocido konvencija ir karas Ukrainoje

Tarptautinéje baudZiamojoje teiséje yra apibréziamos keturios pagrindinés tarptautiniy
nusikaltimy kategorijos: genocido nusikaltimas, nusikaltimai ZzmoniSkumui, karo nusi-
kaltimai ir agresijos nusikaltimai. Sie ,pagrindiniai“ tarptautiniai nusikaltimai yra tokie
sunkdas, kad jiems netaikomi jokie senaties terminai®. Terming ,genocidas” pirma karta
pavartojo lenky kilmeés teisininkas Raphaelis Lemkinas savo veikale Axis Rule in Occu-
pied Europe: Laws of Occupation, Analysis of Government, Proposals for Redress (1944 m.).
1948 m. gruodzio 9 d. Jungtiniy Tauty Generaliné Asambléja priémé Konvencija dél ke-
lio uzkirtimo genocido nusikaltimui ir baudimo uz ji. 1954 m. Soviety Sajunga ratifikavo

5 See Douglas Irvin-Erikson, ,Is Russia Committing Genocide?", in: Opinio Juris, 21-04-2022, <https://opinio-
juris.org/2022/04/21/is-russia-committing-genocide-in-ukraine/>, [27-11-2023]; Yulia Ioffe, ,Forcibly Transfer-
ring Ukrainian Children to the Russian Federation: A Genocide?”, in: Journal of Genocide Research, 2023, DOL
101080/14623528.2023.2228085; Martin Shaw, ,Russia’s Genocidal War in Ukraine: Radicalization and Social Destruc-
tion", in: Journal of Genocide Research, 2023, DOIL: 101080/14623528.2023.2185372; Tomasz Lachowski, Tomasz Step-
niewski, Russia’s War on Ukraine: Geopolitics, International Law, and Genocide, (ser. Prace IES, 10/2023), Lublin: Instytut
Europy Srodkowej, 2023; Przemystaw Pietrzak, Mariia Tkaczuk, ,Czy mozna uzna¢ dziatania Rosji podczas wojny na
Ukrainie za ludobojstwo?” in: Instytut na Rzecz Kultury Prawnej Ordo Iuris, 2022-06-22, <https://ordoiuris.pl/wolnos-
ci-obywatelskie/czy-mozna-uznac-dzialania-rosji-podczas-wojny-na-ukrainie-za-ludobojstwo>, [2023-11-27]; ir t. t.

6 7r, pvz., Noélle Quénivet, ,The Conflict in Ukraine and Genocide", in: Journal of International Peacekeeping, 2022,
No. 25(2), pp. 141-154.

7 Zr,pvz, Denys Azarov [et al], ,Understanding Russia’s Actions in Ukraine as the Crime of Genocide", in: Journal of
International Criminal Justice, May 2023, Vol. 21, Issue 2, pp. 233-264.

8 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court [The Hague: International Criminal Court, 2011], p. 3, 15. Taip pat
7r.Marcin Marcinko, ,On legal classification of international crimes’, in: Jagiellonian University in Krakéw, <https://en.uj.
edu.pl/en_US/ju-research/-/journal_content/56_INSTANCE_2XezEHy2NT5h/81541894/150609631>, [2023-12-26].
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Sig konvencijg, o zlugus SSRS tiek Rusija, tiek Ukraina liko Sios pirmosios zmogaus tei-
siy sutarties salimis. Pats Konvencijoje jtvirtintas genocido apibrézimas yra pripazintas
tarptautiniu mastu. Sis apibréZimas naudojamas Tarptautinio baudziamojo teismo (TBT)
Romos statute, o vienas is jo prokurory, Karimas Khanas, tiria Rusijos nusikaltimus pries
Ukrainag.

Pagal Konvencijos 2 straipsnj genocidu laikoma toliau iSvardyta veika, kuria ,siekiama
visiSkai ar i$ dalies sunaikinti kokia nors nacionaline, etning, rasine ar religine grupe,
butent"

a) tos grupés nariy zudymas;

b) rimty fiziniy ar psichikos suzalojimy padarymas tos grupés nariams;

c) tyCinis sudarymas tai grupei tokiy gyvenimo salygy, kuriomis apgalvotai siekiama
fiziSkai sunaikinti ja visa ar jos dalj;

d) priemoniy, kuriomis siekiama riboti tai grupei priklausanc¢iy Zmoniy gimstamuma,
panaudojimas;

e) prievartinis vienos tokios grupés vaiky perdavimas kitai.

Pagal Sios tarptautinés sutarties 3 straipsnj baustina tokia veika, kaip: a) genocidas;
b) susitarimas vykdyti genocidg; c) tiesioginis ir viesas kurstymas vykdyti genocidg; d) pa-
sikésinimas vykdyti genocida; e) bendrininkavimas vykdant genocidg®. Taigi, siekiant jro-
dyti genocido veika, butina jrodyti ketinima sunaikinti socialine grupe fizine ir biologine,
o ne tik kultarine prasme. Kitaip tariant, nepakanka jrodyti tik Zudyniy (kurios yra karo
nusikaltimai) ar infrastruktaros sunaikinimo (kurie taip pat gali buti laikomi karo nusi-
kaltimais) fakta; svarbiausia yra nustatyti ketinimus, arba dolus specialis. Paprastai kalti-
nimai jvykdzius genocida pareiSkiami valstybei ir jos vadovams.

Timothy'io Snyder’io, garsaus amerikieciy istoriko, besidomincio Vidurio ir Ryty Euro-
pa, Soviety Sajunga ir Holokaustu, tvirtinimu, Rusija vienareiksmiskai vykdo penkiy rasiy
nusikaltimus, nurodytus Genocido konvencijoje. Ta¢iau unikalu yra tai, kad, Zvelgiant is
istorinés perspektyvos, Rusija tiek vieSuose pareiskimuose, tiek Ziniasklaidoje aiSkiai de-
klaruoja ketinimus vykdyti genocida™.

Po0 2022 m. vasario 24 d. terminas ,genocidas” Ukrainos teisésaugos sluoksniuose buvo
vartojamas retai, vietoj jo dazniau buvo vartojamas ,agresijos‘ terminas. Situacija pasi-
keité Ukrainos pajégoms islaisvinus Kyjivo sritj i§ Rusijos kariuomenés. Bucos, Irpinés,

¢  Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 9 December 1948, in: United Nations,
Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, <https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/docu-
ments/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%200n%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%200{%20the %20
Crime%200f%20Genocide pdf>, [2023-12-26].

0 Timothy'io Snyder'io kalba panelinéje diskusijoje ,Rusijos genocidas Ukrainoje”, zr. ,Helsinki Commission Briefing
on Russia’'s Genocide in Ukraine®, in: Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, U. S. Helsinki Commission,

2022-11-14, <https://www.csce.gov/press-releases/helsinki-commission-briefing-on-russias-genocide-in-ukraine/>,
[2023-11-28].
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Gostomelio miestuose ir sriciy kaimuose buvo aptikta masiniy civiliy gyventojy, jskai-
tant vaikus, Zudyniy, kankinimy ir prievartavimo fakty®. 2022 m. balandZzio 14 d. Ukrai-
nos parlamentas priémeé deklaracija, kurioje Rusijos ginkluotyju pajégy ir jos politinés bei
karinés vadovybés veiksmus Ukrainos teritorijoje per plataus masto invazija pripazino
ukrainieciy tautos genocidu®?. Dokumente konstatuojama, kad egzistuoja oficiali Rusi-
jos Federacijos politika nepripaZinti ukrainieciy tautos teisés i saviidentifikacija, apsis-
prendima, taigi ir teisés egzistuoti. Be to, deklaracijoje patvirtinama Rusijos Simtmeciais
vykdomos ,deukrainizacijos” politikos kryptis, kuria siekiama ,praryti“ ukrainieciy tauta
iSkraipant ir pasisavinant jos istorijg, mokslo, kultiros ir meno pasiekimus, taip pat is-
kreipiant ukrainieciy tautos tapatybés jvaizdj ir jos nepriklausomybeés siekj®.

Svarbu pazymeéti, kad dar 2022 m. kovo 23 d. Lenkijos Seimas priémeé rezoliucija dél
Rusijos vykdomy karo nusikaltimy ir nusikaltimy Zmoniskumui, genocido nusikaltimy,
sisteminiy Zmogaus teisiy pazeidimy ir kity nusikalstamy tarptautines teisés pazeidimy
Ukrainoje. Be to, Seimas Rusijos prezidenta V. Putina pavadino karo nusikaltéliu. 2022 m.
balandzio 21 d. Estijos ir Latvijos parlamentai pripaZino Rusijos veiksmus Ukrainoje ge-
nocidu. 2022 m. geguzés 10 d. Lietuvos Seimas vienbalsiai paskelbé Rusija teroristine
valstybe, pabrézdamas Kremliaus siekj sunaikinti ukrainieciy tauta ir kvalifikuodamas
Siuos veiksmus kaip genocida. Tuo pat metu Kanados parlamento Bendruomeniy ramai
vienbalsiai pritaré rezoliucijai, kuria Rusijos veiksmai Ukrainoje pripazinti genocidu (ba-
landzio 28 d.). Cekijos (geguzés 11 d.) ir Airijos (birZelio 1 d.) Senatai priémé pana$ias re-
zoliucijas, kuriose Rusijos kariuomenés nusikaltimai Ukrainoje pripaZinti genocidu pries
ukrainieciy tauta.

Po 2022 m. spalio ménesio, Rusijos karinéms pajégoms pradéjus masinius iSpuolius pries
Salies kritine infrastrukturg, ,genocido” terminas vis dazniau imtas vartoti kalbant apie jvy-
kius Ukrainoje. Taikydamasi j energetikos sektoriy, Rusijos vadovybe sieké sukurti salygas,
kuriomis ukrainieciai negaléty iSgyventi. Véliau genocidui buvo priskirtas ir medicinos jstai-
gu* naikinimas, evakuacijos koridoriy blokavimas, vadovéliy laikinai okupuotose teritorijo-
se naikinimas, Svietimo programy keitimas, kulttros ir kulturos paveldo naikinimas.**

1 Martin Shaw, ,Russia’s Genocidal War in Ukraine: Radicalization and Social Destruction’, in: Journal of Genocide
Research, 2023, DOI:101080/14623528.2023.2185372.

2 TlocraHoBa BepxoBHoI Pany Vkpainu Bif 14 kBiTHA 2022 pory N@ 2188-1X ,IIpo 3adaBy BepxoBHOI Pagy YRpalHu
‘TIpo BuMHeHH{ Pociriceroio defiepaliicio reHoLMy B VRpaini', in: BepxosHa Pada YkpaiHu, 3akoHodagcmao YrpaiHu,
<https://zakon rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2188-IX#Text>, [2023-11-28].

B Ibid

14 7r Hanna Bazhenova, ,System opieki zdrowotnej Ukrainy w warunkach wojny*, in: Komentarze IES, 2/2023, nr 754,
S.1-3.

5 payyzdZziui, Zr. Hanna Bazhenova, Ukraina w ogniu: pozamilitarne wymiary wojny, (ser. Prace IES, 15/2022), Lublin:
Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2022; eadem, Ukraine on Fire: The Non-Military Dimensions of the War, (ser. Prace IES,
15/2022), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2022; eadem, ,Niszczenie dziedzictwa kulturowego Ukrainy w czasie ro-
syjskiej agresji, in: Komentarze IES, 16/2024, nr 1040, s.1-3.
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Pirmasis oficialus dokumentas nuo plataus masto Rusijos invazijos pradzios, kuriame
tarptautiné bendruomené pavartojo genocido terming vertindama Rusijos veiksmus, buvo
2023 m. balandZio 27 d. Europos Tarybos Parlamentinés Asambléjos rezoliucija. Joje ukrai-
nieciy vaiky deportacija ir priverstinis perkélimas j Rusijos Federacijg buvo pripazintas
genocidu’®. Tai jvyko po to, kai kovo 17 d. Tarptautinis baudZiamasis teismas (TBT) paskelbé
kaltinimus prezidentui V. Putinui ir prezidentui pavaldZiai vaiko teisiy jgaliotinei M. Alek-
sejevnai Lvovai-Belovai jvykdzius karo nusikaltimus neteisétai deportuojant ir perkeliant
vaikus i§ Ukrainos j Rusija¥. 2023 m. geguZzés 22 d. NATO Parlamentiné Asambléja pripazi-
no Rusijos nusikaltimus pries Ukraing genocidu, o teroristinj reZima Rusijos Federacijoje -
Jrasizmu's.

Ketinimo paieskos

IS genocido poZymiy sunkiausia jrodyti ketinima visiskai ar iS dalies sunaikinti Jungtiniy
Tauty konvencijos dél kelio uzkirtimo genocido nusikaltimui ir baudimo uZ jj saugoma
nacionaline grupe. Bendras Rusijos kariuomenés jvykdyty nusikaltimy kontekstas ir po-
budis rodo, kad nusikaltimai buvo vykdomi greta ilgalaikés kampanijos, kuria buvo siekia-
ma dehumanizuoti ir demonizuoti ukrainieciy tauta® ir kurios atstovai vadinti ,naciais®,
J2ukrofasistais” arba ,ukronaciais®. 2022 m. vasario 24 d. paskelbes apie ,specialigjg karine
operacija‘, prezidentas V. Putinas pareiske ,sieksias demilitarizuoti ir denacifikuoti Ukrai-
ng“?. Pazymetina, kad denacifikacijos supratimas grindziamas kiek amorfisku stereotipi-
niy formuliy rinkiniu, placiai naudojamu Rusijos Ziniasklaidoje ir Rusijos politiky kalbose
bei pareiskimuose?.

%6 Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2495 (2023) ,Deportations and forcible transfers of Ukrai-
nian children and other civilians to the Russian Federation or to temporarily occupied Ukrainian territories: create
conditions for their safe return, stop these crimes and punish the perpetrators’, in: Parliamentary Assembly, <https://
pace.coe.int/en/files/31776/html>, [2023-11-29].

7 Situation in Ukraine: ICC judges issue arrest warrants against Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin and Maria Alek-
seyevna Lvova-Belova’, in: International Criminal Court, 17-03-2023, <https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-ukrai-
ne-icc-judges-issue-arrest-warrants-against-vladimir-vladimirovich-putin-and>, [2023-11-29].

8 NATO Parliamentary Assembly Declaration 482 ,United and Resolute in Support of Ukraine®, 22-05-2023, in: NATO
Parliamentary Assembly, <https://www.nato-pa.int/download-file?filename=/sites/default/files/2023-05/DECLARATI-
ON%20%20482%20-%20UKRAINE%20.pdf>, [2023-11-29].

1 7r Azarovetal, op cit; ,New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy, Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, An
Independent Legal Analysis of the Russian Federation's Breaches of the Genocide Convention in Ukraine and the Duty to
Prevent’, May 2022, p. 16-18, in: <https//newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/English-Report-2.pdf>, [2023-11-30];
idem, ,The Russian Federation's Escalating Commission of Genocide in Ukraine’, in: A Legal Analysis, July 2023, pp. 22-25,
<https//newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/20230726-Genocide-Ukraine-Report-NISLAP_pdf>, [2023-11-30].

20 Vl]adimir Putin, ,Address by the President of the Russian Federation’, in: President of Russia, 24-02-2022, <http://
en kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843>, [2023-11-30].

2 Dél iSsamios Sios temos analizés Zr. Georgly Kasianov, ‘Denazification’ and the Use of the Ukrainian Nationalist
History Myth by Russia, in: Russias War in Ukraine: Implications for the Politics of History in Central and Eastern Europe,
edited by Hanna Bazhenova (ser. IES Policy Papers, 10/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023, pp. 15-29.
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ISsamiausia ,denacifikacijos” tiksly interpretacija galima rasti prieStaringai vertinamame
Rusijos politikos technologo Timofejaus Sergejtsevo straipsnyje ,Ka Rusija turéty daryti su
Ukraina?‘, kurj paskelbé valstybiné naujieny agentira ,RIA Novosti‘. Autoriaus nuomone,
denacifikacija, kuri kartu yra ir Salies deukrainizacija, ir deeuropeizacija, turéty apimti:

a) Ukrainos ginkluotyju pajéguy, ,naciy bataliony" ir teritorinés gynybos pajégy, kurios
visos, pasak T. Sergejtsevo, prisidéjo prie ,rusy tautos genocido®, sunaikinima;

b) Ukrainos valdZios institucijy liustracijg, iSvalant jas nuo ,naciy’;

c) visy organizacijy, ,susijusiy su nacizmo praktika“, likvidavima ir uzdraudima;

d) gyventojy peraukléjima ,ideologiSkai slopinant” nacistines nuostatas ir taikant
griezta cenzura?.

Be to, Rusijos valdzia neigia atskiros ukrainieciy tautos egzistavima. Savo straipsnyje
,Apie istorine Rusijos ir Ukrainos vienybe", tapusiame plataus masto Rusijos agresijos
preliudija, V. Putinas teigé, kad ukrainieciai niekada nebuvo atskira tauta?. 2022 m. vasa-
rio 21d,, teisindamas ,specialigja karine operacija", jis pareiské, kad Ukraina ,niekada ne-
turéjo stabiliy tikro valstybingumo tradicijy” ir yra neatsiejama Rusijos ,istorijos, kulttros
ir dvasinés erdvés” dalis. Be to, V. Putinas teigé, kad Siuolaikine Ukraing ,visiSkai suktre
Rusija‘, taip kvestionuodamas Ukrainos valstybingumo ir tapatybés teisétuma?.

Ketinimai vykdyti genocida pasireiskia ne tik oficialiuose Rusijos politinés ir karinés
vadovybés, diplomaty ar valstybinés Ziniasklaidos komentatoriy pasisakymuose. Juos ga-
lima jrodyti ir analizuojant Rusijos pajegy veiksmus Ukrainos teritorijoje. Vykstantys karo
veiksmai sukélé didziule grésme Ukrainos kultiiriniam ir istoriniam paveldui visoje Salies
teritorijoje. Daugybés sakraliniy pastaty, muziejy, memorialiniy kompleksy, paminkly,
istoriniy ir kultariniy objekty, teatry ir biblioteky bombardavimy Zalos mastas yra toks,
kokio salis nebuvo patyrusi nuo Antrojo pasaulinio karo laiky. Be to, i$ laikinai okupuoty
teritoriju iSveZami muziejy eksponatai, perkeliamos Svietimo jstaigy ir privaciy asmeny
meno kolekcijos.

Ukrainos kulturos ir informacinés politikos ministerijos tvirtinimu, 2022 m. vasario
24 d.-2023 m. lapkricio 25 d. laikotarpiu buvo sunaikinti arba sugadinti 863 kulturos pa-
veldo objektai?, is jy 119 nacionalinés svarbos objekty, 674 vietinés svarbos objektai ir 70

2 Tumodent Ceprenties, dTo Poccrs IODKHA CHenaTh ¢ YRpanHOW', in: PMA Hosocmu, 3-04-2022, <https://ria.
u/20220403/ukraina-1781469605 html>, [2023-11-30].

2 BriaguMmup [IyTvH, ,06 UCTOPUYECKOM eIMHCTBE PYCCKUX U YKpauHLERB', in: [IpesudeHm Poccuu, 12-07-2021,
<http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181>, [2023-12-01].

2 Idem, ,O6parenue IpesuneHTa Poccuiickor ®enepaumu’, in: [IpesudeHm Poccuu, 21-02-2022, <http://kremlin.
ru/events/president/news/67828>, [2023-12-01].

25 UNESCO duomenimis, 2023 m. gruodzio 20 d. Sis skai¢ius sieké 334, j kurj jéjo 125 maldos namai, 147 istorines
ir (arba) menines vertés pastatai, 29 muziejai, 19 paminklai, 13 biblioteky ir 1 archyvas. Zr. ,Damaged cultural sites in
Ukraine verified by UNESCO", in: UNESCO, 12-22-2023, <https.//www.unesco.org/en/articles/damaged-cultural-sites-
ukraine-verified-unesco>, [2023-12-23].
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naujai atrasty objekty?. Be to, buvo sunaikinta arba apgadinta 1750 kulturos infrastruk-
turos objekty, jskaitant 864 bendruomeniy centrus, 613 biblioteky, 136 meno mokymo
jstaigas, 106 muziejus ir galerijas, 31 teatrg, kino teatra ir filharmonija. Daugiausia nuos-
toliy ir Zalos kultiros infrastruktiira patyré Donecko, Charkivo, Chersono, Kyjivo, Mikola-
jivo, Luhansko ir Zaporozés srityse bei Kyjivo mieste?. Taciau dabartiniai skaiciavimai toli
grazu néra galutiniai, nes didZiosios dalies sugriovimy nejmanoma uzfiksuoti. Tai ypac
pasakytina apie visi§kai sugriautus miestus ir miestelius, tokius kaip Volnovacha, Popas-
na ir Mariupolis, kuriuose istisi istoriniai kvartalai buvo sulyginti su Zeme arba kurie yra
aktyvaus karo zonose ir okupuotose teritorijose?®. Nuo 2023 m. lapkricio pabaigos beveik
visa Luhansko teritorija ir didelés Donecko, Zaporozés ir Chersono sric¢iy dalys yra laiki-
nai okupuotos. Rusijos vykdyto niokojimo mastas ir pobudis rodo, kad tai yra samoningas
masinis ukrainieciy tautos, jos tapatybés ir kultiros naikinimas.

Projekto ,Religion on Fire“ komandos surinktais duomenimis, 2023 m. rugséjo pabaigo-
je nugriauty ir apgadinty baznyciy bei maldos namy skaicius iSaugo iki daugiau kaip 500.
I8 jy daugiau kaip 100 religiniy objekty buvo arba sugriauti, arba smarkiai apgadinti ir ne-
begali buti naudojami religinéms apeigoms. Tai reiskia, kad mazdaug kas penkiasdeSimta
baznyc¢ia Ukrainoje buvo tam tikru mastu apgadinta nuo Rusijos plataus masto agresijos
pradZzios. IS jy maZziausiai 283 apgadinti staciatikiy maldos namai, daugiau kaip 155 protes-
tanty, 15 zydy, 12 kataliky ir 7 musulmony pastatai. Be to, apSaudytos ir maziausiai septy-
nios religinés Svietimo jstaigos®. Siuo atZzvilgiu labiausiai nukentéjo rytiniai regionai.

Dél nuolatinio apsaudymo smarkiai nukentéjo Charkivo ir Odesos istoriniai centrai ir
daugelis Siy miesty kulttiros paveldo objekty. Visy pirma tai Charkivo nacionalinis aka-
deminis Lysenkos vardo operos ir baleto teatras, jtrauktas i UNESCO pasaulio paveldo
sarasa, Charkivo dailés muziejus ir Odesos Kristaus Atsimainymo katedra. Be to, Sviato-
hirsko laura - viena i$ trijy staciatikiy laury (vienuolyny) Ukrainoje - smarkiai nukentéjo
nuo daugkartiniy bombardavimy, nes nuo pat karo pradzios atsidaré aktyvaus konflikto
zonoje.

2% Uepe3 POCINCEKY arpeciio B YKpaiHi mocTpaskmany 863 MaM'aTKU KyIBTYPHOI CIIaAmmHK', in: MiHicmepcmao
Kynbmypu ma iHpopmauitiHoi monimuru Ykpainu, 01-12-2023, <https://mcip.gov.ua/news/cherez-rosijsku-agresiyu-v-
ukrayini-postrazhdaly-863-pamyatky-kulturnoyi-spadshhyny/>, [2023-12-05].

# MKIIT: Yepes pociiicbky arpeciio B YRpaiHi moctpaknanu 1750 06'eKTiB KyIbTypHOI iHGpacTpyRTypu', in: Vps-
dosuti topmarn, 1-12-2023, <https://www kmu.gov.ua/news/mkip-cherez-rosiisku-ahresiiu-v-ukraini-postrazhdaly-
1750-obiektiv-kulturnoi-infrastruktury>, [2023-12-05].

28 MKIIT:Yepes pocitichbKy arpeciio B VRpaiHi mocTpaskaanu 1750 06 €KTiB KyIbTypHOI iHGpacTpyRTypu', in: Ypsadosuti
mopman, 1-12-2023, <https://wwwkmu.gov.ua/news/mkip-cherez-rosiisku-ahresiiu-v-ukraini-postrazhdaly-1750-
obiektiv-kulturnoi-infrastruktury>, [2023-12-05]. H. Bazhenova, Ukraine on Fire..., p. 65.

2 B Vrpalni nmoHaz 500 peiriHux Cropyn 3HUIEHO abo IMOIIKOAKEHO BHACIIOK POCICBKOTO BTOPTHEHHS',
in: JyxosHull ¢ppoHm VrpaiHu, 26-09-2023, <https://df news/2023/09/26/v-ukraini-ponad-500-relihijnykh-sporud-
znyshcheno-abo-poshkodzheno-vnaslidok-rosijskoho-vtorhnennia/>, [2023-11-23].
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Dél Rusijos agresijos sudegé Charkivo srities Skovorodynivkos kaime esantis Nacionali-
nis literaturinis memorialinis muziejus, skirtas 1722 m. gimusiam didziajam ukrainieciy
filosofui Hryhorii'ui Skovorodai. Be to, Ivankive, netoli Kyjivo, buvo sudegintas Istorijos ir
krastotyros muziejus, kuriame buvo saugomi iskilios liaudies dailininkés ir Ukrainos art
naif (naiviojo meno) atstovés Marijos Prymachenko darbai. Laimei, didelé $iy muziejy ko-
lekcijy dalis buvo iSgelbéta ir perveZta j saugesnes vietas. Tarp beveik visiskai sunaikinty
pastaty buvo Donecko akademinis regioninis dramos teatras® ir Arkhipo Kuindzhio meno
muziejus (abu jsikiire Mariupolyje), Mariupolio krastotyros muziejus, Ochtyrkos munici-
palinis krastotyros muziejus (Sumy sritis), Cernigovo antikvaro muziejus, Lisi¢ansko dau-
giafunkciné gimnazija - XIX a. pabaigos belgy architektaros paminklas (Luhansko sritis)
ir kt. Didele zalg patyré ir Odesos nacionalinis vaizduojamojo meno muziejus bei Kyjivo
nacionalinis Bohdano ir Varvaros Khanenko meno muziejus. Nukentéjo net vienintelis
Ukrainos muziejus, skirtas rusy poetui Sergejui Jeseninui, nuo 2010 m. veikes Charkivo
mokykloje. Naikinamos ir archeologinés vietovés, kai kurios i$ ju — dél persikeliancios ka-
riuomeneés ir statomy jtvirtinimy3.

Nuo ketinimy prie veiksmy

Naikinti ukrainiecius kaip tauta buvo siekiama vykdant genocido veika, apibrézta Kon-
vencijoje dél kelio uzkirtimo genocido nusikaltimui ir baudimo uZ jj. Si veika apima Zu-
dyma ir sunkiy kuino ar psichiniy suzalojimy padaryma, kuris apima ne tik kankinimus,
prievartavimus ir seksualinj smurtg, netinkama elgesj su sulaikytaisiais, bet ir lytiniy
organy Zalojima, taip pat ty¢inj tokiy gyvenimo salygy sudaryma, siekiant fiziSkai sunai-
kinti visg ukrainieciy tauta ar jos dalj, pavyzdziui, atimant galimybe gauti butiniausius
iSgyvenimui reikalingus daiktus, blokuojant humanitarinius krovinius, trukdant civiliy
gyventojy evakuacija, smarkiai gadinant ir naikinant svarbia infrastrukturg, vykdant ,ur-
bicidg“ir ,ekocida’; priverstinai perkeliant ukrainieciy vaikus j Rusijg ar okupuotas teri-
torijas®.

Informacija apie Rusijos nusikaltimus renka ir fiksuoja Ukrainos valstybinés instituci-
jos, daugybé visuomeniniy organizacijy, Ziniasklaida ir tarptautinés organizacijos. Taciau

%0 2022 m. kovo 16 d. per Rusijos oro antskrydj pries teatra Zuvo maziausiai 300 teatre besislépusiu civiliy. Zr. Am-
nesty International, ,Children” The Attack on the Donetsk Regional Academic Drama Theatre in Mariupol, Ukraine, Lon-
don: Amnesty International Ltd, 2022, p. 3.

31 36UTKU Bil pylHYBaHb KyIETYPHUX Ta PENTiHUX 06'€KTIB TIif Yac BIHU CKIafaioTh moHam $15 mupm’, in:
Kyiv School of Economics, 16-03-2023, <https:/kse.ua/ua/about-the-school/news/zbitki-vid-ruynuvan-kulturnih-
ta-religiynih-ob-yektiv-pid-chas-viyni-skladayut-ponad-1-5-mlrd/>, [2023-11-23]; H. Bazhenova, Ukraine on Fire...,
pp. 45-46; eadem, ,Niszczenie dziedzictwa kulturowego Ukrainy..., s. 2.

32 7r Azarov et al, op cit,, p. 25-31; Basepitt B. CorypeHKo, ,BiliHa Pocii mpoty VKpaiHu — TeHOLy], YKpaiHChKOTro
Hapomy", in: 3n04uHHicmb i Mpomudis iti 8 yMogax 8itiHu: II06anbHUL, perioHanbHUll ma HauioHanbHUt 8UMipu: 36ipHUK
dortosidell HayKogo-mpakmu4Hoi KoHgpeperuil (M. Binuu1is, 12 kBiTHA 2023 p.), XapKiB: XapKiBCKUI HALIIOHAJIBHUI
VHiBepCUTET BHYTPIIIHIX cIipas, 2023, ¢. 11-13.
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jvertinti tikraji Siy nusikaltimy mastg karo veiksmy metu yra sudétinga dél didelés valsty-
bés teritorijos dalies okupacijos®. Nuo 2023 m. gruodzio 19 d. Ukrainos generaliné proku-
ratiira uZregistravo daugiau kaip 118 tikst. Rusijos Federacijos jvykdyty karo nusikaltimuy,
0 681 Rusijos karineés ir politinés vadovybés atstova jvardijo kaip jtariamajj**. Pagrindiné
problema tiriant Siuos nusikaltimus yra beprecedentis jy skaicius.

2022 m. vasario 24 d.-2023 m. gruodZio 4 d. laikotarpiu Jungtiniy Tauty vyriausiojo
Zmogaus teisiy komisaro biuras uzfiksavo ir patvirtino daugiau kaip 10 tukst. dél konflikto
Zuvusiy civiliy mir¢iy, i$ kuriy daugiau kaip 560 buvo vaikai. Dar 18 500 civiliy buvo su-
Zeisti, daugelis i$ ju - sunkiai. Dauguma nukentéjo nuo tolimojo nuotolio sprogstamyjy
ginkly, tokiy kaip artilerijos sviediniai, raketos, kasetiné amunicija ir bepilo¢iai orlaiviai.
Daug auky uzfiksuota dél Rusijos rakety ataky pries taikinius, esancius tankiai apgyven-
dintuose gyvenamuosiuose rajonuose, daznai nutolusiuose nuo fronto linijos. Vienas to-
kiy pavyzdziy - 2023 m. gruodzio viduryje Kyjivo apSaudymas raketomis, per kurj buvo
suZeista daugiau kaip 50 Zmoniy ir apgadinta keletas gyvenamuyjy pastaty®. Taciau fakti-
niai nuostoliai yra daug didesni. Tikslus Ukrainos pilieciy, Zuvusiy praktiSkai nusluotuose
nuo zZemes pavirsiaus miestuose ir miesteliuose, pavyzdziui, Sievierodonecke, Lisi¢anske,
Popasnoje, Bachmute ir kituose, skaicius lieka nezinomas. Vien Mariupolyje, kuris 2022 m.
pavasarj buvo beveik sugriautas per rakety antskrydzius, kukliausiu vertinimu galéjo Ztti
daugiau kaip 20 tukst. civiliy gyventojy. I Siuos skaicius jskai¢iuojami nuostoliai, uzfik-
suoti Ukrainos valdzios institucijy buvimo mieste metu. Taciau Zmogaus teisiy aktyvisty
teigimu, Sis skai¢ius potencialiai gali svyruoti nuo 60 tukst. iki 100 takst. gyventojy. Sie
asmenys pirmiausia buvo tiesioginio smurto aukos, dél apSaudymo nukentéje ar dinge be
Zinios asmenys, arba asmenys, tragiskai atéme sau gyvybe?®*.

Veika, kuria, kaip daZznai manoma, buvo siekiama sunaikinti dalj ukrainieciy tautos ir dél
to pagal tarptautine teise pirmiausia galimai kvalifikuotina kaip genocidas, yra neteisétas
ukrainieciy vaiky deportavimas j Rusija. Jungtiniy Tauty nepriklausoma tarptautiné tyri-
mo komisija dél Ukrainos, kuria jsteigé Zmogaus teisiy taryba, savo ataskaitoje iskyré tris
deportuoty vaiky kategorijas: 1) vaikus, kurie karo veiksmy metu neteko tévy arba laikinai
prarado rysj su jais; 2) vaikus, kurie buvo atskirti po to, kai vienas i$ tévy buvo sulaikytas

33 Jakub Olchowski, War Crimes of the Russian Federation during the Invasion of Ukraine (ser. Prace IES, 11/2023), Lublin:
Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023, p. 34.

34 TloHan 118 THCAY BOEHHUX 3JI0YUMHIB 3aJJ0KyMeHTyBaB Odic TeHepasibHOTO MIpoKypopa’, in: Apmialnform, 19-12-
2023, <https;//armyinform.com.ua/2023/12/19/ponad-118-tysyach-voyennyh-zlochyniv-zadokumentuvav-ofis-general-
nogo-prokurora/>, [2023-12-21].

35 Russia ‘should immediately cease its use of force against Ukraine, Tlrk declares’, in: UN Human Rights Office
of the High Commissioner, 19-12-2023, <https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2023/12/russia-sho-
uld-immediately-cease-its-use-force-against-ukraine-turk>, [2023-12-23].

36 QOnercaHnp SHKOBCBRUM, OneHa Bamok, 1le 6yB [iMICHO reHOUMZ: B YKpalHi JOKYMEHTYIOTh 3704MHU PO B
Mapiytioni ayist oOkpeMoro noganHs y laary, in: Padio Ceo6oda, 14-12-2023, <https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-
pryazovya-mariupol-henotsyd-rosiya-haaha/32682784.html>, [2023-11-25].
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filtravimo punkte; 3) vaikus, kurie buvo institucijose (pavyzdZiui, naslai¢iy prieglaudose ar
internatinése mokyklose)?”.

Oficialios Ukrainos statistikos duomenimis, 19 546 vaikai (beveik 4500 i$ jy yra nas-
lai¢iai) buvo deportuoti ir (arba) priverstinai perkelti i§ Donecko, Luhansko, Charkivo,
Chersono ir Zaporozés sri¢iy j Rusija, o nuo 2023 m. gruodzio 26 d. i$§ ju j Ukraina grjzo tik
387. Taciau Rusijos atviry saltiniy duomenys rodo, kad deportuoty vaiky skaicius yra daug
didesnis — 744 tukst. vaiky®*. Filtravimo stovyklos yra neatsiejamas perkélimo elemen-
tas. Filtravimo metu vyrai, moterys ir vaikai laikomi atskirai. Tuomet rusai juos apklausia
vienu metu, lygindami gauta informacija. Pasitaikeé ir prievartinio tévy ir vaiky atskyrimo
atvejy, kai tévai buvo sulaikomi dél tam tikry jiems uzduodamuy klausimuy, o vaikai j Rusija
iSsiunc¢iami vieni.

Jungtiniy Tauty tyrimo komisijos duomenimis, né vienas i§ nagrinéty ukrainieciy
vaiky perdavimo atvejy neatitiko tarptautinés humanitarinés teisés reikalavimuy. Si tei-
sé draudzia ginkluoto konflikto Saliai evakuoti vaikus be tévy ar teiséty globéjy sutikimo,
iSskyrus laiking evakuacija, kai yra svarbiy priezasciy, susijusiy su vaiky sveikata ar gydy-
mu, arba priezasciy, susijusiy su ju saugumu, iSskyrus okupuotas teritorijas. Deportuoti
ir priverstinai perkelti ukrainieciai iSvezami j jvairius Rusijos regionus, jskaitant ir pacius
atokiausius: Sibirg, Tolimuosius Rytus, Siaurés Kaukaza, Ce¢énija ir Sachaling. Be to, rusai
nuolat keicia vaiky buvimo vietg, kad Ukrainos pusé negaléty ju susekti ir imtis kokiy nors
veiksmy jiems susigrazinti. Konfiskuojami Siy vaiky dokumentai, atimami asmeniniai
daiktai ir rySio priemones®.

Aprasytas karo nusikaltimas vykdomas pries ypac paZeidziama Ukrainos civiliy gyven-
tojy grupe. Tarptautinio baudZiamojo teismo prokuroras ir teis¢jai surinko pakankamai
jrodymy, kad bty galima iSduoti Rusijos prezidento ir prezidento vaiko teisiy jgaliotinés
aresto orderj dél priverstinio vaiky perkélimo j Rusija. Siuo atveju labai svarbu tai, kad
démesio sutelkimas j vaikus gali padeti delegitimizuoti pacias Rusijos invazijos priezas-

3 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, (A/HRC/52/62), 15 March 2023, p. 15,
in: UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/
hrcouncil/coiukraine/A_HRC_52_62_AUV_EN.pdf>, [2023-11-25].

38 Sie skaiciai gali buti padidinti ir gali apimti duomenis apie vaikus, kurie su $eimomis iSvyko tranzitu per Rusijos
Federacijos ir Baltarusijos teritorija, nes kai kuriose apskrityse evakuacija buvo galima tik per siy valstybiu teritorijas.
,Children of War: 24 February 2022-26 December 2023, 26-12-2023, in: <https;//childrenofwar.gov.ua/en/>, [2023-12-
26]; ,Pocist MOITIa IETIOPTYBATY COTHI TUCSY YKPAIHChKIX JIiTel — Bepemyk', in: Tonoc Amepuku, 02-12-2023, <https:/
www .holosameryky.com/a/vereshchuk-razhe-shcho-bykradenykh-ditej-mozhe-buty-sotni-tysiach/7380966.html>,
[2023-12-26].

3% Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, p. 15, ,Hagimo Pocis BuKpazae
YKPAIHCBKUX AiTEN Ta 110 POBUTU TOoCTpakmanum?”, in: ZMINA, 13-03-2023, <https://zmina.ua/media/navishho-
rosiya-vykradaye-ukrayinskyh-ditej-ta-shho-robyty-postrazhdalym/>, [2023-11-27]; ,Pocist BUKpamae yKpaiHChRUX
IiTell: AK Ix moBepHyTH?", in: VkpiHdopm, 18-08-2023, <https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3750020-rosia-
vikradae-ukrainskih-ditej-ak-ih-povernuti html>, [2023-11-27].
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tis, viena kuriy neva buvo savigyna*°. Kaip pazyméjo placiai Zinomas tarptautinés teisés
ekspertas Michaelas Byersas, ,vaiky grobimas galy gale neturi nieko bendra su Rusijos
apsauga nuo NATO"4,

Priverstinis ukrainieciy vaiky perkélimas ir asimiliacija gali lemti jy tautinés ir kulttri-
nés tapatybés iStrynima. Vadinasi, §j karo nusikaltima galima kvalifikuoti kaip neatsieja-
ma identicidg, kuris pasireiskia:

a) sistemingu Rusijos Federacijos $vietimo standarty diegimu Ukrainos $vietimo jstai-
gose laikinai okupuotose teritorijose;

b) draudimu vartoti ukrainie¢iy kalba ir ukrainieciy kalba paraSytas knygas, jskaitant
vadovélius, tokiy knygy naikinimu, neatidéliotinu rusy ideologinés orientacijos Svietimo
rusy kalba diegimu;

c) placiai paplitusia politine propaganda ir politiniu persekiojimu laikinai okupuotose
teritorijose;

d) Ukrainos pilieéiy, ypac¢ vaiky, neteiséto sulaikymo ir perkélimo j Rusijos Federacijg
praktika;

e) deportuoty ukrainieciy vaiky peraukléjimu, kai kuriy i$ jy jvaikinimu rusy Seimose
ir pavertimu Rusijos pilieciais*. Pasitaiko jvaikinimo atvejy, kai pakei¢iamas ne tik vaiko
vardas ir pavarde, bet ir jo gimimo vieta bei data.

Verta paminéti, kad tradiciskai muisy istorinis genocido supratimas pirmiausia rémeési
etninés ar rasinés grupés sunaikinimu. Pasak Izraelio ir JAV politologo ir istoriko Eugene’o
Finkelio, Ukraina greiciausiai yra unikalus atvejis, kai bandoma sunaikinti ne tik etninius
ukrainiecius, bet ir visg tauta. Siuo poZitriu jis teigia, kad nors teisikai nustatyti genoci-
da visoje Salyje gali buti sudétinga ir uztrukti ne vienerius metus, istoriniu poziariu yra
ne20-03-ginc¢ijamy jrodymuy, rodanciy, kad tai yra genocidas®.

4 Mark Kersten, ,Why did the International Criminal Court focus on the transfer and deportation of children from
Ukraine to Russia?”, in: Justice in Conflict, 21-03-2023, <https://justiceinconflict.org/2023/03/21/why-did-the-internati-
onal-criminal-court-focus-on-the-transfer-and-deportation-of-children-from-ukraine-to-russia/>, [2023-11-29].

4 Michael Byers, ,An arrest warrant for Vladimir Putin will have consequences for China“, in: The Globe and Mail, 20-
03-2023, <https;//www.theglobeandmail com/opinion/article-putin-icc-arrest-warrant-china/>, [2023-11-29].

42 CoKypeHKo, op. cit, c. 12; Kaveh Khoshnood et al,, Russia’s Systematic Program for the Re-education & Adoption
of Ukraine’s Children. A Conflict Observatory Report, Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of Public Health, [New
Haven] 14 February 2023, pp. 6, 14-15.

4 Eugene Finkel interviu su Bartlomiej Gajos: Bapmiomeit lavioc, ,HeT HUKAKOro COMHEHMd, UYTO B YKpauHe
peds ureT o reHouuzne’, in: Hosas Ionbwa, 10-06-2022, <https://novayapolsha.eu/article/ukraina-pervyi-sluchai-
genocida-kogda-pytayutsya-unichtozhit-naciyu/>, [2023-11-28].
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Isvados

Atliktas tyrimas leidzia daryti iSvadg, kad Rusijos agresija ne tik kelia grésme Ukrainos
teritoriniam vientisumui ir valstybés suverenitetui, bet ir siekia bent i3 dalies sunaikinti
ukrainieciy tauta, jos tapatybe ir kultirinj pavelda. Vykstantis karas turi genocido kam-
panijos pozymiy, kuriai budinga tokia veika, kaip zudymai, sunkiy kiino ir psichiniy suza-
lojimy padarymas, ty¢inis gyvenimo salygy sudarymas, kuriomis siekiama visiskai ar is
dalies fiziskai sunaikinti ukrainieciy tauta. Siai kampanijai taip pat budingas prievartinis
ukrainieciy vaiky perkélimas j Rusijos Federacija ir okupuotas teritorijas, lydimas sgmo-
ningo ju tapatybés keitimo vykdant asimiliacijos politika.

Viena sudetingiausiy problemy kvalifikuojant nusikaltima kaip genocido veika yra jro-
dymuy, rodanciy tyc€inj ketinima visiSkai ar i$ dalies sunaikinti tam tikra grupe, pakanka-
mumas ir priimtinumas. Dabartinio karo kontekste yra jtikinamy jrodymy, patvirtinan-
¢iy bandyma vykdyti genocida, tiesioginj ir vieSa genocido kurstyma ir genocido vykdyma
tam tikrose teritorijose, konkreciai Bucoje ir Mariupolyje.

Nors genocido nusikaltimui pagristi ir jrodyti visoje Ukrainoje kyla dideliy teisiniy
sunkumy, o Sios pastangos gali uztrukti ne vienerius metus, sisteminis Siy veiky pobudis
kartu su placiai paplitusiais Ziaurumus patvirtinanc¢iais dokumentais suteikia tvirta pa-
grinda daryti istorines paraleles ir kvalifikuoti Siuos veiksmus kaip genocida. Visy pirma
masinis beveik 4500 ukrainiec¢iy naslaic¢iy perkélimas j Rusija yra akivaizdus genocido
aktas, turintis jtakos visai $aliai. Be to, kankinimy ir Zudyniy aktai, jvykdyti ankstyvaisiais
plataus masto karo etapais (2022 m. vasario ir kovo mén.) Kyjivo ir Cernigovo srityse, taip
pat turi genocido pozymiy.

Minéti ir kiti esantys jrodymai, vertinant juos per istorine prizme, rodo, kad Rusijos
ginkluotyjy pajégy veiksmai Ukrainoje turi genocido poZymiy. Todél yra butina skubiai
pripazinti Siuos nusikaltimus tarptautiniu mastu ir prisiimti atsakomybe uz juos, kad
buty uzkirstas kelias tolesniam naikinimui ir apsaugota ukrainieciy tautos ateitis.

Literatura

1. Amnesty International, ,Children”: The Attack on the Donetsk Regional Academic Drama Theatre in
Mariupol, Ukraine, London: Amnesty International, 2022.

2. AzarovDenysetal, ,Understanding Russia’s Actions in Ukraine as the Crime of Genocide, in: Jour-
nal of International Criminal Justice, 2023, No. 21 (2), pp. 233-264.

3. Bazhenova Hanna, ,Niszczenie dziedzictwa kulturowego Ukrainy w czasie rosyjskiej agres;ji‘,
in: Komentarze IES, nr 1040 (16/2024), s.1-3.

4. Bazhenova Hanna, ,System opieki zdrowotnej Ukrainy w warunkach wojny*, in: Komentarze IES,
2023,nr754,s.1-3.

5. Bazhenova Hanna, Ukraina w ogniu: pozamilitarne wymiary wojny (ser. Prace IES, 15/2022), Lublin:
Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2022.

103



2024 2(56) Hana BaZenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocido aspektai Rusijos ir Ukrainos kare: késinimasis j Ukrainos Zmones

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Bazhenova Hanna, Ukraine on Fire: The Non-Military Dimensions of the War (ser. Prace IES,
15/2022), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej 2022.

Byers Michael, ,An Arrest Warrant for Vladimir Putin will have Consequences for China“, in: The
Globe and Mail, 20-03-2023, <https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-putin-icc-ar-
rest-warrant-china/>, [2023-11-29].

Children of War: 24 February 2022-26 December 2023, 26-12-2023, in: <https://childrenofwar.gov.
ua/en/> [2023-11-26].

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, U.S. Helsinki Commission, ,Helsinki Com-
mission Briefing on Russia’s Genocide in Ukraine®, 14-11-2022, video, in: <https://www.csce.gov/
press-releases/helsinki-commission-briefing-on-russias-genocide-in-ukraine/>, [2023-11-28].

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 9 December 1948, in:
United Nations, Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, <https://www.un.
org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%200n%20the%20
Prevention%20and%20Punishment%200f%20the%20Crime%200f%20Genocide. pdf>,[2023-11-
26].

Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2463 (2022) ,Further Escalation of the
Russian Federation’s Aggression Against Ukraine”, in: Parliamentary Assembly, <https://pace.coe.
int/en/files/31390/html> [2023-11-25].

Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2495 (2023) ,Deportations and Forcible
Transfers of Ukrainian Children and Other Civilians to the Russian Federation or to Temporarily
Occupied Ukrainian Territories: Create Conditions for Their Safe Return, Stop These Crimes and
Punish the Perpetrators”, in: Parliamentary Assembly, <https://pace.coe.int/en/files/31776/html>,
[29-11-2023].

European Parliament resolution of 23 November 2022 on recognising the Russian Federation as
a state sponsor of terrorism (2022/2896(RSP), in: European Parliament, <https://www.europarl.
europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0405_EN.docx>, [2023-11-25].

Finkel Eugene, interviewed by Bartlomiej Gajos: Bapmiometri 'arioc, ,HeT HUKaKOro COMHEHUS,
YTO B YKparHe peyb UJET 0 reHouze", in: Hogas ITonbwia, 10-06-2022, <https://novayapolsha.eu/
article/ukraina-pervyi-sluchai-genocida-kogda-pytayutsya-unichtozhit-naciyu/>, [2023-11-28].
[Bartolomej Gajos, “Net nikakovo somnenija, ¢to v Ukaine rec idet o genocide”, in: Novaja Pol3al.

International Criminal Court, ,Situation in Ukraine: ICC Judges Issue Arrest Warrants against Vla-
dimir Vladimirovich Putin and Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova‘, 17-03-2023, in: <https://www.
icc-cpi.int/news/situation-ukraine-icc-judges-issue-arrest-warrants-against-vladimir-vladi-
mirovich-putin-and>, [2023-11-29].
Ioffe Yulia, ,Forcibly Transferring Ukrainian Children to the Russian Federation: A Genocide?”, in:
Journal of Genocide Research, 2023.

Irvin-Erickson Douglas, ,Is Russia Committing Genocide?*, in: Opinio Juris, 21-04-2022, <https://
opiniojuris.org/2022/04/21/is-russia-committing-genocide-in-ukraine/>, [2023-11-27].

Kasianov Georgiy, ,Denazification” and the Use of the Ukrainian Nationalist History Myth by Rus-
sia“, in: Russia’s War in Ukraine: Implications for the Politics of History in Central and Eastern Euro-
pe (edited by Hanna Bazhenova) (ser. IES Policy Papers, 10/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodko-
wej, 2023, pp. 15-29.

Kersten Mark, ,Why did the International Criminal Court Focus on the Transfer and Deportation
of Children From Ukraine to Russia?*, in: Justice in Conflict, 21-03-2023, <https://justiceinconflict.
org/2023/03/21/why-did-the-international-criminal-court-focus-on-the-transfer-and-depor-
tation-of-children-from-ukraine-to-russia/>, [2023-11-29].

104



2024 2(56) Hana BaZenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocido aspektai Rusijos ir Ukrainos kare: késinimasis j Ukrainos Zzmones

20.

21

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.
33.

34.

Khoshnood Kaveh et al., Russia’s Systematic Program for the Re-education & Adoption of Ukraine’s
Children. A Conflict Observatory Report, Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of Public Heal-
th, (New Haven) 14 February 2023.

Kyiv School of Economics, ,361TRY Bif pyiiHyBaHb KyJIBTYPHUX Ta PEJTiHIX 06 €KTIB ITif yac
BiMiHU CKJIAZIa0Th MoHazm $1.5 Mypr’, 16-03-2023, in: <https://kse.ua/ua/about-the-school/news/
zbitki-vid-ruynuvan-kulturnih-ta-religiynih-ob-yektiv-pid-chas-viyni-skladayut-ponad-1-5-
mlrd/>, [2023-11-23]. [, Zbitki vid rujnuvan kulturnich ta religijnich objektiv pid ¢as vijni skladajut
ponad $1.5 mlrd"].

Lachowski Tomasz, Stepniewski Tomasz, Russia’s War on Ukraine: Geopolitics, International Law,
and Genocide, (ser. Prace IES, 10/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023.

Marcinko Marcin, ,On Legal Classification of International Crimes®, in: Jagiellonian Universi-
ty in Krakéw, <https://en.uj.edu.pl/en_US/ju-research/-/journal content/56_INSTANCE_2Xe-
zEHy2NT5h/81541894/150609631>, [2023-12-26].

NATO Parliamentary Assembly Declaration 482 ,United and Resolute in Support of Ukraine®, 22-
05-2023, in: NATO Parliamentary Assembly, <https://www.nato-pa.int/download-file?filename=/
sites/default/files/2023-05/DECLARATION %20%20482%20-%20UKRAINE %20.pdf>,[2023-11-29].

New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy, Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, An Inde-
pendent Legal Analysis of the Russian Federation’s Breaches of the Genocide Convention in Ukrai-
ne and the Duty to Prevent, May 2022, in: <https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/En-
glish-Report-2.pdf>, [2023-11-30].

New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy, Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, The Rus-
sian Federation’s Escalating Commission of Genocide in Ukraine: A Legal Analysis, July 2023, in:
<https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/20230726-Genocide-Ukraine-Report-NIS-
LAP_pdf>, [2023-11-30].

Olchowski Jakub, War Crimes of the Russian Federation during the Invasion of Ukraine (ser. Prace
IES, 11/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023.

Pietrzak Przemystaw, Tkaczuk Mariia, ,Czy mozna uzna¢ dzialania Rosji podczas wojny na Ukrai-
nie za ludobéjstwo?”, in: Instytut na Rzecz Kultury Prawnej Ordo Iuris, 22-06-2022, <https://or-
doiuris.pl/wolnosci-obywatelskie/czy-mozna-uznac-dzialania-rosji-podczas-wojny-na-ukrai-
nie-za-ludobojstwo>, [2023-11-27].

Putin Vladimir, “Address by the President of the Russian Federation”, in: President of Russia, 24-
02-2022, <http://fen kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843>, [2023-11-30].

Quénivet Noélle, ,The Conflict in Ukraine and Genocide®, in: Journal of International Peacekee-
ping, 2022, No. 25 (2), pp. 141-154.

Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, (A/HRC/52/62),15 March
2023, in: UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/
files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/coiukraine/A_HRC_52_62_AUV_EN.pdf>, [2023-11-25].

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court [The Hague: International Criminal Court, 2011].

Shaw Martin, ,Russia’s Genocidal War in Ukraine: Radicalization and Social Destruction’, in: Jour-
nal of Genocide Research, 2023, doi: 101080/14623528.2023.2185372.

UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, ,Russia ‘should immediately cease its
use of force against Ukraine, Tirk declares”, 19-12-2023, in: <https://www.ohchr.org/en/state-
ments-and-speeches/2023/12/russia-should-immediately-cease-its-use-force-against-ukrai-
ne-turk>, [2023-11-23].

105



2024 2(56) Hana BaZenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocido aspektai Rusijos ir Ukrainos kare: késinimasis j Ukrainos Zmones

35. UNESCO, ,Damaged Cultural Sites in Ukraine Verified by UNESCO", 22-12-2023, in: <https://www.
unesco.org/en/articles/damaged-cultural-sites-ukraine-verified-unesco>, [2023-12-25].

36. United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, Ukraine, Killings of Civilians: Su-
mmary Executions and Attacks on Individual Civilians in Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy Regions in the
Context of the Russian Federation's Armed Attack Against Ukraine, 24 February-31 October 2022, 7
December 2022, in: United Nations in Ukraine, 7-12-2022, <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/
files/documents/countries/ukraine/2022/2022-12-07-OHCHR-Thematic-Report-Killings-EN.
pdf>, [2023-11-24].

37. ZMINA, ,Hagiuio Pocis BURpajja€ yKpaiHCHKUX AiTEH Ta II0 pOobUTH MoCTpakmanum?”, 13-03-
2023, in: <https://zmina.ua/media/navishho-rosiya-vykradaye-ukrayinskyh-ditej-ta-shho-roby-
ty-postrazhdalym/>, [27-11-2023] [,Navi$co Rosija vikradae ukrainskich ditej ta $¢io robiti pos-
trazdalim?*].

38. ApmisaInform, ‘TloHaz 118 TuUCSY BOEHHUX 3JIOUUHIB 33J0KyMeHTyBaB Odic T'eHepaspHOrO
mporypopa’, 19-12-2023, in: <https://armyinform.com.ua/2023/12/19/ponad-118-tysyach-voyen-
nyh-zlochyniv-zadokumentuvav-ofis-generalnogo-prokurora/>, [2023-12-21]. [Armijalnform,
,Ponad 118 tisia¢ voennich zlo¢iniv zadokumentuvav Ofis Generalnovo prokurora“].

39. Tonoc AMepuKrY, ,Pocis MOIJIa AETOPTYBaTH COTHI TUCIY YKPAIHCBRUX IiTel — Bepemyk', 2-12-
2023, in: <https://www.holosameryky.com/a/vereshchuk-razhe-shcho-bykradenykh-ditej-mo-
zhe-buty-sotni-tysiach/7380966.html>, [2023-12-26]. [Golos Ameriki, ,Rosija mogla deportuvati
sotni tisia¢ ukrainskich ditej - Verescuk"].

40. OyxoBHuit GpoHT YRpainy, B VkpaiHi moHaz 500 pestirifiHuX Ciopy i 3HUIEHO 260 IIOMKOIKEHO
BHACJTiZIOK POCIfCBKOT0 BTOPTHEHH ", 26-09-2023, in: <https://df news/2023/09/26/v-ukraini-po-
nad-500-relihijnykh-sporud-znyshcheno-abo-poshkodzheno-vnaslidok-rosijskoho-vtorhnen-
nia/>, [2023-11-23] [Duchovnij front Ukraini, ,V Ukraini ponad 500 religijnich sporud zni$¢eno abo
poskodzeno vnaslidok rosijskovo vtorgnenija“].

41. Enenp OrcaHa, CKpUHIOK OJyiekcaHzp, «Crielionepatiis» K 3JI091H, in: 3akoH i bisHec, 13-09-2022,
<https://zib.com.ua/ua/152930-deystviya_rossii_podpadayut_pod_priznaki_mezhdunarodno-
go_terhtml>, [2023-11-27] [Epel Oksana, Skripniuk Oleksandr, ,Specoperacija“ jak zlochin, Zakon
i Biznes).

42. MinicTepcTBO KynbTypy Ta iHOpMaliliHOI IOMTHKM YKpaiHu, depe3 pOCIHCBKY arpeciio B
VKRpaiHi mocTpaskmamy 863 maM STKU KyJIBTYPHOI criafguHu’, 1-12-2023, in: <https://mcip.gov.ua/
news/cherez-rosijsku-agresiyu-v-ukrayini-postrazhdaly-863-pamyatky-kulturnoyi-spadshhy-
ny/>, [2023-12-05] [Ministerstvo kultury ta informacijnoj politiki Ukraini, ,Cerez rossijsku agresiju v
Uraini postrazdali 863 pamiatki kulturnoj spadscini‘].

43. TloctaHoBa BepxoBHoI Pagy YRpaiHu Bif 14 KBiTHA 2022 poKy N2 2188-IX ,ITpo 3asaBy BepxoBHOI
Pagu Vrpainu [Ipo BUMHEHHS PociricbKoio defepalliero reHOLMAY B VKpaiHi‘, in: BepxoeHa Pada
VrpaiHu, 3akoHodascmeo Ykpaiu, <https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2188-IX#Text>, [2023-
11-28] [Pastanova Verchovnoj radi Ukraini vid 14 kvitnia 2022 roku N2 2188-IX ,Pro Zajavu Ver-
chovnoj radi Ukraini ,Pro véinennia Rosiskoju Federacieju genocidu v Ukraini‘].

44. TlytuH Bnagumup, 06 UCTOPUYECKOM €IMHCTBE PYCCKUX U YKPaUHIEB", in: [Tpe3udeHm Poccuu,
12-07-2021, <http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181> [2023-12-01] [Putin Vladimir, ,Ob
istoriceskom jedinstve ruskich i ukraincev‘].

45, TIytuH Bragumup, ‘O6pattenne [Ipe3uznenTa Poccuiickon denepanun’, in: [IpesudeHm Poccuu,
21-02-2022, <http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67828>, [2023-12-01] [Putin Vladimir,
,Obra3¢enije prezidenta Rosijskoj Federaciji‘, in: Prezident Rossijil.

106



2024 2(56) Hana BaZenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocido aspektai Rusijos ir Ukrainos kare: késinimasis j Ukrainos Zzmones

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

CepretineB Tumoderi, ,Uto Poccrs noymkHA chenarth ¢ YKpauHo', in: PMA Hosocmu, 3-04-2022,
<https://ria.ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605.html>, [2023-11-30] [Sergejcev Timofej, ,Cto Rosija
dolzna sdelat s Ukrainoj", in: RIA Novostil.

CorypeHKo Banepiit B, ,BittHa Pocii mpoTus VKpaiHM - reHOLWJ YKpaiHCBKOIO Hapomy',
3no4uHHicmb i mpomudia iUl 8 ymosax eiliHU: MobanbHUl, perioHanbHuUli ma HAuioHAIbHUU
guMipu: 36ipHUK doroeideli HayKo8o-TTPAKMU4HOI KoHpepeHuii (M. BiHHuug, 12 keimHs 2023 p.),
XapKiB: XapKiBChKUY HALiOHAIBHUI YHIBEPCUTET BHYTPIIIHIX cripas, 2023, ¢. 11-13 [Sokuren-
ko Valerij V., ,Vijna Rosiji protiv Ukraini - genocid ukrainskovo narodu, Zlocinnist i protidija ij
v umovach vijny: globalnij, regionalinij ta nacionalnij vimiri: zbirnik dopovidej naukovo-prakticnoj
konferenciji (m. Vinnicia 12 kvitnia 2023 r.), Charkiv: Charkivskij nacionalnij universitet vnutrignich
sprav, 2023, c. 11-13].

VkpiH$opm, ,Pocis BURpazae yKpalHCBKUX AiTeM: AK ix rmoBepHyTH?", 18-08-2023, in: <https:/
www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3750020-rosia-vikradae-ukrainskih-ditej-ak-ih-povernuti.
html>, [2023-11-27] [Ukrinform, ,Rosija vikradae ukrainskich ditej: jak ich povernuti?*].

Vpadosuti mopman, ,MKIIT: Yepes pocifichKy arpecito B VKpaiHi nmoctpaskaanu 1750 o6'e€KTiB
KynbTypHOI iHpacTpyrTypH®, 1-12-2023, in: <https://www.kmu.gov.ua/news/mkip-cherez-rosi-
isku-ahresiiu-v-ukraini-postrazhdaly-1750-obiektiv-kulturnoi-infrastruktury>, — [2023-12-05]
[Uriadovij portal, ,MKIP: Cerez rosijsku agresiju v Ukraini postraZdali 1750 objektiv kulturnoj inf-
rastrukturi‘].

SIHKOBCBRUY OJercaHzp, bamok OneHa, ,lle 6yB ZHiMiCHO TeHOUUMA" B YRpaiHi JOKYMEHTYIOTH
3nounrHYU PO B Mapiyriori i1 okpeMoro nofasHA y laary”, in: Padio Cao600da, 14-11-2023, <https:/
www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-mariupol-henotsyd-rosiya-haaha/32682784.html>,
[2023-11-25] [Jankovskij Oleksandr, Badiuk Olena, ,Ce buv dijsno genocid* v Ukraini dekoumentu-
jut zlo€ini RF v Mariupoli dlia okremovo podannia u Gaagu®, in: Radio Svobodal.

107



2024 2(56) Hana BaZenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocido aspektai Rusijos ir Ukrainos kare: késinimasis j Ukrainos Zmones

Hanna Bazhenova

Genocidal Dimensions of the Russo-Ukrainian War:
Targeting the People and Cultural Heritage of Ukraine

Summary

When the Russian Federation launched a full-scale aggression against Ukraine, it violated the prohi-
bition on the “use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state”, em-
bodied in Article 2, paragraph 4, of the United Nations Charter. The crimes committed by the Russian
armed forces since 24 February 2022 in Ukraine constitute the most serious crimes of international
concern, as confirmed by the International Criminal Court’s arrest warrant for Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin and the Presidential Commissioner for Children’s Rights Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova
in connection with specific acts classified by this court as war crimes. At the same time, to constitute
a crime of genocide, there must be a proven intent on the part of the accused to destroy, in whole orin
part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group.

This article examines the war crimes perpetrated by the Russian armed forces against the civilian po-
pulation of Ukraine during the Russo-Ukrainian war and identifies signs of genocidal intent in these
actions. It analyses explicit acts of genocide including killings, causing serious bodily or mental harm,
the forced transfer of Ukrainian children to Russia and occupied territories, and the intentional cre-
ation of living conditions geared toward the physical destruction of the Ukrainians as a nation. Additi-
onally, the article scrutinises the attacks on the country’'s cultural heritage sites, which in turn can be
qualified depending on the circumstances, as war crimes (when, inter alia, military necessity is not
justified and the principle of distinguishing between military and civilian targets is violated), crimes
against humanity (when they are systematic), or genocide (when they are part of a policy of identity
destruction).

The author demonstrates that Russian aggression against Ukraine not only poses a threat to the terri-
torial integrity and state sovereignty of the country, but also seeks to annihilate - at least partially - the
Ukrainian nation, its identity, and its cultural heritage. The Russo-Ukrainian conflict exhibits signs of
a genocidal campaign that are recognised by international law under the 1948 Genocide Convention.
This is manifested in an attempt to commit genocide, direct and public incitement for genocide, and
the commission of genocide in certain territories, specifically in Bucha and Mariupol.

However, substantiating and proving the crime across all of Ukraine will be more difficult and may
take years. An exception to this challenge is the mass transfer of almost 4,500 Ukrainian orphans to
Russia - a crime that concerns the entire country. Additionally, acts of torture and killings that occur-
red in the early stages of the full-scale invasion (February and March 2022) in the Kyiv and Chernihiv
regions exhibit signs of genocide committed in certain territories. At the same time, the existing facts,
viewed through a historical prism, indicate that the actions taken by Russian forces in Ukraine embody
the characteristics of genocide.

Keywords: Russian Federation, Ukraine, UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, Raphael Lemkin, cultural heritage, genocide.
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Sis straipsnis grindziamas liudininky parodymais apie Karabacho konflikto (Kalny Ka-
rabacho konflikto) ir Pirmojo Kalny Karabacho karo (1988-1994 m.) metu armény ul-
tranacionalisty vykdyta etninj etniniy azerbaidZanieciy valyma. Nuo 1988 m. etninis
valymas buvo vyraujanti smurto prie§ etninius azerbaidzaniecius forma, dél kurios i$
Karabacho regiono ir Arménijos prievarta buvo iSkeldinta mazdaug milijonas asmeny.
Siame straipsnyje Kalny Karabacho konfliktas ir etninis valymas nagrinéjami remiantis
Zodiniais liudijimais, kuriuose pateikiama svarbiy jrodymy apie pries azerbaidZaniecius
vykdytus ziaurumus. Siy Ziaurumy istorija ilga - ji apima Ziaurius etninius konfliktus, pa-
vyzdziui, 1905 m. ir 1918 m. armény musulmony zudynes ir plataus masto armény So-
vinisty terorg pries azerbaidzaniecius gyventojus. Siuose incidentuose buvo sistemingai
naikinami azerbaidZanieciy kaimai?, o ju kulminacija tapo Ziaurais 1917 m. ir 1921 m 2 Piety
Kaukaze jvykdyti smurto ir genocido aktai. Sie jvykiai pasizyméjo didelio masto etniniu
smurtu ir masinémis zudynémis, kuriy metu atimta daug gyvybiy, o jtampa tarp armény
ir azerbaidzanie¢iy bendruomeniy dar labiau sustipréjo. Sie jvykiai paliko neisdildomy
randy regione ir sustiprino etninius bei teritorinius konfliktus, kurie lémeé tolesne isto-
rine raidg. Straipsnyje taip pat aptariamas maziau zinomas Kalny Karabacho konflikto
aspektas: sraigtasparnio katastrofa, kurios metu zuvo 44 keleiviai, daugiausia moterys ir

1 Kamran Ismayilov, Azarbaycanin Zangazur bolgasi 1918-1920-ci illards, Baki, 2019, s. 16-17.

2 TeHoyuo AsebatioxaHckoro Hapooa 1918 roda. OpraHusamopbl u ana4y, baxy, 2013, 272 c. 30; Vinrap Hudranues,
TeHowwz asepbaipraHces B VpeBaHckoi rybepuun (1918-1920), Baky, 2017, c. 188; Cabup Acanos, dunocodus
DesaHWUsMa Wil apMSHCKAs KposoxadHocme, Baky, 2001, c¢. 216.

3 Asebammkan’, 1918, 13 Hos6pst; Vaqif Abisov, Bakida Azarbaycan xalgina qarsi 1918-ci il mart soyqirimi, Baki, 2017,
s.220.
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vaikai, ir trys jgulos nariai. Jame atskleidziamos per Kalny Karabacho konfliktg dél etninio
valymo ir teroro akty sukeltos Zmoniy ir aplinkos katastrofos. AzerbaidZanieciy liudinin-
ky parodymais bei istorine Arménijos Ziniasklaidos dezinformacijos analize pabréziama
butinybé pripazinti Siuos ziaurius nusikaltimus ir j juos atsizvelgti, siekiant teisingumo ir
susitaikymo.

ReikSminiai ZodZiai: Kalny Karabacho konfliktas ir etninis valymas, Arménijos teroro ak-
tai, nusikaltimai zmoniSkumui, kolektyviné trauma, kolektyviné atmintis.
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Jvadas

Pastaruosius du deSimtmecius Sio straipsnio autoré tyrinéja Salies viduje perkeltyjy as-
meny ir pabégeéliy, kuriuos paveiké Kalny Karabacho konfliktas, Zodine istorijg ir kolek-
tyvinés atminties socialine antropologija. ISsami informacija apie §j konflikta patyrusius
arba kitaip jo paveiktus asmenis saugoma Kalny Karabacho konfliktg patyrusiy ir pame-
nanciy asmeny duomeny banke (1988-2020 m.). Sioje duomeny bazéje daugiausia yra
jrasy apie azerbaidZanieciy etninés kilmés respondentus i§ AzerbaidZano ir Arménijos
Kalny Karabacho regiono. Ji apima jvairias amziaus grupes, jskaitant konflikta iSgyvenu-
sius ir po konflikto gimusius vaikus, taip pat jaunima, vidutinio ir vyresnio amziaus Zmo-
nes. Be to, tiek vyry, tiek motery pozitris apZvelgiamas placiai pristatant jvairiy demogra-
finiy grupiy asmeninius pasakojimus, prisiminimus ir iS§gyvenimus. Tyrime respondenty
liudijimai pateikiami kartu su autorés asmeniniais prisiminimais. Sioje iniciatyvoje taip
pat pabréziama, kaip svarbu kolektyvinéje istoriniy jvykiy atmintyje iSlaikyti jvairias nuo-
mones ir perspektyvas. Pagrindine Sio tyrimo medziaga sudaro paskutiniy taikiy sraig-
tasparnio skrydziy i§ Baku j Susa (azer. Susa) (1992 m. sausio 20 d.) ir i$ SuSos j Agdama
(azer. Agdam) (1992 m. sausio 28 d.) keleiviy pasakojimai. Su3os ir Chalfalio (azer. Xalfali)
gyventojy liudijimai apie per Pirmajj Kalny Karabacho kara jvykdyta teroristinj iSpuolj
pries sraigtasparnj ,Mi-8“ ¢ia atskleisti pirma kartg, ir tai yra labai svarbis jrodymai teis-
miniam kaltininky persekiojimui. Be to, prie Sio tyrimo reikSmingai prisidéjo su ,Mi-8" su-
duzimu susijusi Azerbaidzano naujieny tarnybos vaizdo medZziaga. Autorés socioantropo-
loginis tyrimas pateikiamas i istorinés perspektyvos, jtraukiant buvusius Susos bataliono
narius ir liudininkus, kurie Pirmojo Kalny Karabacho karo metu buvo vaikai arba suaugu-
sieji. Respondentai dalijasi mintimis apie sraigtasparnio katastrofa, kuri smarkiai paveike
ju Seimas, draugus ir asmeninj gyvenima, pateikia nejkainojamy jzvalgy apie katastrofos
padarinius. Sie pasakojimai nejkainojami atskleidZiant sraigtasparnio katastrofos poveikj.
Tyrime taip pat pateikiami civiliy ir ginkluoty konflikto dalyviy liudijimai. Tyrime nagriné-
jama, kaip kuriama, saugoma ir ateities kartoms perduodama kolektyviné karo atmintis.
Pagrindiniai respondentams uzduoti klausimai: Kaip konfliktas prasidéjo, eskalavosi ir pa-
sieké plataus masto karo stadija? Kaip konfliktas paveiké kasdienj Zmoniy gyvenima?

Siuo tyrimu siekiama iSanalizuoti kolektyvinés ir individualios atminties santykj skirtin-
gy etniniy grupiy ginkluoto konflikto kontekste. Analizuojant Kalny Karabacho konflik-
tg, ypac svarbu iSnagrinéti sudétingus kolektyvinés atminties aspektus bei atminties ir
istorijos saveika. [rodinéju, kad Salies viduje perkelty asmeny ir pabégéliy asmenine ir
kolektyvine atmintimis ne tik perduodama praeities patirtis dabarciai, bet ir perteikiama
atsakomybés samprata. Sie prisiminimai suteikia galimybe svarstyti ir numatyti taikaus
susitaikymo ir konflikto iSsprendimo galimybes. Kita vertus, tie patys prisiminimai taip
pat gali pakurstyti tolesnj ginkluota smurta pateisinancius ar numatancius naratyvus.
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Kalny Karabacho konfliktas: istorinés aplinkybés

1987 m. pabaigoje Kalny Karabacho arménai* surinko daugiau kaip 80 000 parasy, palai-
kanciy peticija soviety vyriausybei dél regiono atsiskyrimo nuo sovietinio AzerbaidZano
ir susijungimo su Arménija. AzerbaidZanas nesutiko ir dél Kalny Karabache bei Jerevane
vykusiy demonstraciju AzerbaidZzane prasidéjo azerbaidzanieciy ir armény susirémi-
mai®. 1988 m. rudenj arménai Stepanakerto® aikStéje surengé i§ anksto suplanuota mi-
tinga, kuriame skandavo Sukius uz nepriklausoma Karabachg, susivienijima su Armeénija,
didZigjg Arménija. Sis judéjimas kasdien stipréjo, darési vis radikalesnis ir priesiskesnis
vietos azerbaidZanieciams. [vykiy eskalavimasis ir peraugimas j plataus masto kara etni-
niams azerbaidZanie¢iams buvo netikétas: netrukus jie buvo priversti i§ miesty ir kaimy
bégti. Dviejy kaimyniniy tauty smurtinis konfliktas teisiSkai pripazintoje Azerbaidzano
teritorijoje Kalny Karabache jsiplieské skylant Soviety Sajungai — 1988 m. vasarj ir truko
iki2020 m.

Kalny Karabacho regiong ir aplinkines teritorijas kaip Azerbaidzano valstybés dalj
tarptautiniu mastu pripazjsta Jungtinés Tautos, didZioji dalis tarptautinés bendruomeneés
ir pagrindinés organizacijos, pavyzdziui, Europos saugumo ir bendradarbiavimo organi-
zacija. AzerbaidZano teritorinis vientisumas, jskaitant Kalny Karabachg, patvirtintas dau-
gelyje 1993 m. priimty svarbiausiy JT Saugumo Tarybos rezoliucijy (822, 853, 874, 884),
kuriomis dar karta patvirtintas AzerbaidZano teritorinis vientisumas ir paraginta iSvesti
Armeénijos pajégas iS okupuoty teritorijy’. Nepaisant to, dél Sio, i plataus masto kara per-
augusio konflikto daugybé Zmoniy buvo perkelta ir iSsibarsté po visa Kaukazo regiong ir
uzjo riby. Karabacho konflikto eskalavimasis ir vélesni kariniai veiksmai nuo pirmyjy su-
siréemimy 1988 m. iki plataus masto musiy XX a. deSimtojo deSimtmecio pradzioje, uzsi-
teses ,isaldytas konfliktas” arba ,nei taikos, nei karo* laikotarpis 1994-2020 m. ir 2020 m.
atsinaujinusios kovos prazudé ir suZeidé tukstancius Zmoniy ir sukélé didZiules civiliy
kancias. Panasiai kaip ir kituose uzsitesusiuose istoriniuose konfliktuose, sunki nasta teko
civiliams gyventojams - jie buvo masiskai perkelti, prarado Seimos rysius, buvo sugriauti
namai ir kulttros objektai. Sie traumuojantys padariniai paliko negyjanéius randus, ypac

4 Kalny Karabachas, kalnuoto regiono vakary Azerbaidzane, pavadinimas kiles is rusisko ,Haropwnsiit Kapa6ax" ir
azerbaidzanietisko ,Dagliq Qarabag”, reiskianciy ,Kalny Karabachas". Konfliktas dél Sio regiono buvo pradétas vadinti
,Kalny Karabacho konfliktu"“ arba ,Karabacho konfliktu” - nuo pat konflikto pradZios Sis terminas vartojamas tarptau-
tinése diskusijose. Autore Sj termina visame savo darbe vartoja dél suderinamumo su istoriniame ir Siuolaikiniame
diskurse nusistovéjusiomis nuorodomis j §j regiona.

5 UNHCR internetinis archyvas, in: <https://webarchive.archive.unhcr.org/20230518095635/https://www.refworld.
org/do-cid/469f3866c html>, [2024-11-11].

6 1991 m. Azerbaidzano parlamentas Kalny Karabacho autonomines srities (NKAO) centriniam miestui Stepana-
kertui oficialiai sugrazino istorinj pavadinima Chankendi. ] tai atsizvelgiant, visame Siame straipsnyje bus vartojamas
istorinis pavadinimas Chankendi.

7 Jungtiniy Tauty Saugumo Tarybos rezoliucijos 822, 853, 874 ir 884 ,Patvirtinant pagarba AzerbaidZano suverenite-
tui ir teritoriniam vientisumui* (1993 m.).
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perkeltosioms bendruomenéms, kurios ir toliau iSgyvena desimtmecius trukusio konflik-
to sukeltas asmeninesir kulturines netektis. Konflikta pakursté iSoriné armény diasporos
parama, Rusijos kariuomenés karinés operacijos ir regiono ultranacionalistinés grupuo-
tés®. Dél painaus konflikto jvykiy pobudzio buvo sunku rasti sprendima. Ivairas istorikai,
politikos analitikai ir jvykiy liudininkai teigia, kad armeénu provokatoriai ir KGB 1988 m.
vasario 27 d. Sumgaito pogroma sureZisavo, siekdami pakurstyti tolesnj konflikta ir at-
kreipti tarptautinés bendruomenés démesj j sunkig armény padétj Kalny Karabache. Sie
jvykiai buvo nukreipti pries mieste gyvenancius armény tautybés gyventojus ir jie laiko-
mi vienu i$ svarbiausiy ankstyvyjy konflikto dél Kalny Karabacho protrikiy. Siuo smurtu
buvo siekiama isSaukti atsaka, kuris buty palankus Arménijos teritorinéms pretenzijoms.
,ISpuoliai pries azerbaidZaniecius Jerevane pastebimai stipréja, ir Armeénijos vyriausybe
nesugeba persekioti ir patraukti baudziamojon atsakomybén daugumos iSpuoliy kalti-
ninky. Dél to smurtas pries azerbaidZzanieCius Armeénijoje stipréja ir prasideda masinis
azerbaidzanieciy iSsikélimas. Tuo tarpu AzerbaidZane, ypac Baku, taip pat stipréja smur-
tas pries arménus™. Sumgaito pogromas® jvyko kaip atsakas j Arménijoje kilusj masinj
judéjima iSsivalyti nuo azerbaidzanieciy, skelbiant tokius Stkius kaip ,Arménija turi buti
iSvalyta nuo turky! Arménija - tik arménams!

Baku ir kituose miestuose augantis azerbaidZanieciy pabégéliy skaicius prisidéjo prie
AzerbaidZane didéjancio smurto. Padétj radikalizavo ir plataus masto kara pagreitino abi-
pusis priesiSkumas ir dél soviety kariuomenés palikimo padidéjes ginkly prieinamumas.
1992 m. vasario 26 d. armény separatistai jvykdé Chodzalio (azer. Xocali) genocida pries
taikius i$ gyvenvietés pabégti bandziusius gyventojus - tai buvo vienas tragiSkiausiy ir
Siurpiausiy Karabacho konflikto istorijos skyriy®. Chodzalio genocidas — brutalaus etninio
valymo simbolis®. Sis genocidas nebuvo visuotinai teisiskai pripazintas genocidu pagal
tarptautine teise, nes tam paprastai reikia oficialaus teismo sprendimo. Taciau jj politiskai
pripazino daugelis valstybiy ir teisékiros institucijy, pasmerkusiy smurta pries civilius
azerbaidzaniecius ChodZalyje. Tai tarptautiniu mastu pripazinta ir pazyméta 15 valstybiy
ir 28 JAV valstijose priimtomis rezoliucijomis. Nors politiniu pripazinimu pabréziama mo-
raliné pozicija pries ziaurumus, tai neturi tokiy pat teisiniy pasekmiy kaip teismo spren-

8  Parvin Ahanchi, ,Witnesses" and ,Memorizers® of the Conflict and Occupation in Nagorno-Karabakh", in: Azerbai-
jan Archaeology and Ethnography, 2017, No. 2, pp. 241-251.

9 UNHCR internetinis archyvas, in: <https:;/webarchive.archive.unhcr.org/20230518095635/https://www.refworld.
org/do-cid/469f3866c.html>, [2024-11-11].

0 Svante E. Cornell, Small Nations and Great Powers: A Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict in the Caucasus, London: Rout-
ledge, 2001, ISBN 978-0-7007-1162-8.

1 Rachel Denber, Bloodshed in the Caucasus: Escalation of the Armed Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, New York: Hel-
sinki Watch, 1992, pp. 19-21.

2 Johannes Rau, The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan. A brief historical Outline, Berlin:
Verlag Dr. Koster, 2008, p. 39.
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dimas. Dél Sio nepaskelbto karo buvo okupuota daugiau kaip 20 proc. Azerbaidzano teri-
torijos, jvykdytas etninis valymas ir perkelta apie milijonas azerbaidzanieciy, kurie tapo
perkeltaisiais asmenimis arba pabégéliais iS Arménijos®. Tuo pat metu AzerbaidZano
miestuose ir kaimuose gyvenantys armeénai dél skirtingy etniniy grupiy tarpusavio
smurto ir jtampos bégo j Kalnu Karabachg, Arménija ir kaimynines 3alis. Sis laikotarpis
iSryskina tebesitesiancig kova ir pastangas iSspresti Piety Kaukaze jsisenéjusj konflikta.

Karabacho konflikto metu dél masinio persikélimo AzerbaidZzane susiformavo dvi
skirtingos grupés: pabégéliai ir perkeltieji asmenys $alies viduje. Sios grupés persikélé
del skirtinguy jégy, o tai turéjo jtakos tam, kur jos galéjo persikelti. Daugiau nei 700 000
azerbaidzanieciy Salies viduje perkelti i§ okupuoty Karabacho regiono teritorijy. Mazdaug
300 000 azerbaidzanieciy iS Armeénijos j Azerbaidzana pabégo dél prasidéjus konfliktui
kilusios etninés jtampos ir priverstinio perkélimo. Beveik milijono Zmoniy perkélimas
drastiskai pakeité regiono demografinj krastovaizdj ir smarkiai paveiké Azerbaidzano
socialine ir ekonomine sistema. Tarptautiniai teismai, pavyzdziui, Tarptautinis baudzia-
masis teismas (TBT) ir JT tribunolai, panasius veiksmus kituose konfliktuose, pavyzdziui,
buvusioje Jugoslavijoje ir Ruandoje, pripazino etniniu valymu. Savoka ,etninis valymas*
reiskia sistemingg ir sgmoninga etninés grupés iSstumima is tam tikro regiono, papras-
tai naudojant smurtg, bauginimus ar priverstinj perkélima. Daznai tokiu budu siekiama
sukurti vienalyte etnine teritorija. Uz tokius veiksmus baudziama pagal jvairius tarptau-
tinius susitarimus, pavyzdZiui, Zenevos konvencijas ir Tarptautinio baudZiamojo teismo
Romos statuta™. Nors etninis valymas néra oficialiai apibréztas tarptautinégje teiséje, uz
ji paprastai traukiama baudZiamojon atsakomybén pagal nusikaltimy ZmoniSkumui
ir genocido arba karo nusikaltimy sistema. JT eksperty komisijos galutinéje ataskaitoje
etninis valymas apibudinamas kaip ,teritorijos pavertimas etniskai vienalyte naudojant
jéga ar bauginant, siekiant i$ tos teritorijos pasalinti tam tikroms grupéms priklausan-
Cius asmenis”. Jis apima tokius veiksmus kaip Siuo tikslu vykdomas zudymas, kankini-
mas, savavaliSkas suémimas, prievartinis iSvarymas ir turto naikinimas'. Karabacho
konfliktas daugeliu atzvilgiy atitinka dauguma etninio valymo poZymiy - daugiausia
dél prievartinio azerbaidzanieciy iSvarymo ir genocido, kurj vykdé ultranacionalistinés
armény organizacijos ir grupés. 1988-1994 m. dél organizuoto smurto, taip pat Agda-

B Parvin Ahanchi, Witnessing the War in Nagorno-Karabakh: Shusha's IDPs Testify", in: Azerbaijan in the World, 2011,
No. 4 (10), pp. 74-79.

141949 m. Zenevos konvencijos 49 ir 147 straipsniai; Tarptautinio baudziamojo teismo (TBT) Romos statuto 7 straips-
nio 1 dalies d ir h punktai, kuriuose kalbama apie nusikaltimus Zmoniskumui, susijusius su priverstiniu perkélimu ir
persekiojimu.

5 Eksperty komisijos, jsteigtos pagal Saugumo Tarybos rezoliucijg 780 (1992 m), galutiné ataskaita, 5/1994/674,
1994 m. geguzés 27 d., Priedas, p. 130.
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bano (azer Agdaban)®, Baligajos (azer. Balligaya)”, Baslybelo (azer. Baslibel)®, Garadagli
(azer. Qaradagh)® ir ChodZalio® genocidy azerbaidZanieciai buvo masiskai iSvaryti i§ Kal-
ny Karabacho ir aplinkiniy teritorijy, sunaikinti kaimai ir vykdyti sunkts Zmogaus teisiy
pazeidimai. Dél sistemingo smurto ir bauginimy Simtai tikstanciy azerbaidZanieciy buvo
prievarta iSstumdti i$ savo protéviy zemiy, taip sunaikinant ne tik jy buvimga, bet ir turtinga
istorinj bei kulttrinj Simtmeciy palikima.

Per trisdesimt mety konfliktas peréjo keleta etapu: taikiy demonstracijy, eskalacijos,
ginkluoto konflikto, ilgo ,jSaldyto” laikotarpio ir atnaujinty kariniy operacijy. Arméni-
jos okupacijos metais Karabacho regiono gamtiniai iStekliai buvo iSeikvoti, kulttros pa-
minklai, gyvenamieji namai, muziejai, bibliotekos ir Kkiti statiniai sugriauti arba pritaikyti
armeény verslo jmonéms. Svarbu pazymeéti, kad, nepaisant jvairiy konflikto etapy, taikiy
abiejy tauty ir kity etniniy grupiy Karabacho regiono gyventojy gyvenimas smarkiai pasi-
keité. Konfliktas, dél kurio kilo du karai, faktiskai nutrauke taikia abieju Saliy Zmoniy buitj.
Karabacho konflikto sudétinguma dar labiau didina regiono ir galingyjy pasaulio valsty-

1 Agdabano tragedija - tai sukreciantis Azerbaidzano istorijos tarpsnis, platesnio Kalny Karabacho konflikto dalis.
Ji ivyko 1992 mety balandzio 8 dienos naktj, kai Armenijos karinés pajégos atakavo Agdabano kaimag, esantj Azerbai-
dzano Kalbadzaro (azer. Kalbacar) rajone. Sis Ziaurus nusikaltimas prisimenamas deél jo brutalumo, nukreipto pries
azerbaidzanieciy civilius gyventojus ir palikusio gilius randus vietos gyventojams. Agdabanas buvo nedidelis kaimas,
kuriame gyveno daug poety, muzikanty ir intelektualy, garséjantis turtingu kultaros paveldu. Sis i$puolis buvo samo-
ningas etninio valymo ir teroro aktas, kuriuo siekta iSstumti azerbaidzaniecius i$ Sios vietoves. Per Zudynes zZuvo 67
civiliai gyventojai, jskaitant moteris, vaikus ir senelius. ISgyvenusieji, kuriems pavyko pabégti, pasakojo apie siaubinga
Ziauruma, kai armenuy pajégos nerodeé jokio pasigailéjimo beginkliams kaimo gyventojams.

7 Baligajos tragedija - vienas i$ maziau Zinomy, bet ne maziau sukrecianciy Kalny Karabacho konflikto jvykiy.
1993 m. rugpjucio 28 d. Azerbaidzano Goranbojaus (azer. Goranboy) rajone esanciame nedideliame Baligajos kaime
ivyko Ziaurios Zudynes, kurias jvykdé Armeénijos ginkluotosios pajégos. Per §j iSpuolj buvo negailestingai nuzudyti 24
civiliai azerbaidzanieciai, jskaitant moteris, vaikus ir senolius. Tarp aukuy tragiskai Zuvo Sesi vaikai, kuriy jauniausiam
buvo vos SeSi ménesiai. Panasu, kad sios Zudyneés buvo teroro ir etninio valymo aktas, kuriuo siekta paskleisti baime ir
priversti azerbaidzaniecius issikelti i$ §io rajono. ISgyvenusieji iSpuolj pasakojo apie ypatinga Ziauruma, kai Arménijos
pajégos nepaise civiliy gyventojy, kuriu daugelis bandé pabegti nuo smurto, gyvybiu. Nepaisant savo Ziaurumo, Bali-
gajos tragedija nesulauke didelio tarptautinio démesio, nors AzerbaidZane ji minima per nacionalinj gedula dél Kalnu
Karabacho konflikto metu jvykdyty Ziaurumuy.

8 Baslybelo tragedija - dar vienas tragiskas Kalny Karabacho konflikto jvykis, atspindintis Ziaury smurta, su kuriuo
karo metu susidure AzerbaidZano civiliai gyventojai. Jis jvyko 1993 m. balandj Baslybelo kaime, esanc¢iame Azerbai-
dzano Kalbadzaro rajone. Sios Zudynés jvyko per Arménijos karine kampanija siekiant uzimti Kalbadzara ir jo apylin-
kes, kai azerbaidZanieciai buvo priversti begti arba susidurti su smurtu. Arménijos pajegoms verziantis | Kalbadzara,
daugelis Baslybelo kaimo gyventojy bande bégti j netoliese esancius kalnus ir sléptis urvuose. Galiausiai juos aptiko
Armeénijos kariai. 1993 m. balandZio 18 d. Siuose urvuose pasislépusius azerbaidzanieciy civilius Armeénijos pajégos
Ziauriai atakavo. Per puolima 12 Zmoniuy buvo ziauriai nuzudyti, o kiti pateko j nelaisve arba sugebéjo pabegti giliau
kalnus, kur ilga laika slapstési atSiauriomis salygomis, be maisto ir medicininés pagalbos.

9 Genocidas Garadaglyje”, in: <https;//wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=9QxImFfw0zU&ab_channel=AhmeDos11 3.29/5:33>,
[2024-09-22].

20 Vienas i$ Siurpiausiy etninio valymo pavyzdziy 1992 m. vasario 25 d. jvyko ChodZalyje, kai Simtai civiliy azer-
baidZanieciy buvo iSZudyti, o dar daugiau buvo prievarta iSstumti armény pajégy, remiamuy buvusios soviety armijos
366-0jo motorizuotojo Sauliy pulko. ,Chodzalio tragedija’, in: <https:/azerbaijan-az.translate.goog/related-informa-
tion/7?_x_tr_sl=az&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc>.
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biy, jskaitant Azerbaidzang, Arménijg, Irang, Rusija, JAV, Turkija ir Pranctzijg, politiniai ir
ekonominiai interesai. Konflikto ideologinis pagrindas - ,Miatsum* (i$vertus i§ armény
kalbos - ,Suvienijimas®). Jame buvo pasisakoma uZz Kalny Karabacho autonominés srities
[NKAO]J? prijungimg prie Arménijos. Sia idéja propagavo armény istorikai, visuomenés
veikéjai, ultranacionalistinés organizacijos ir partijos, pavyzdziui, ASALA?, , Artsakh‘®,
,Gnchak?, Dashnaktsutyun® ir ,Krunk“®. Armény diaspora, reikSmingai finansiskai
rémusi separatistus, suvaidino nemaza vaidmenj 1988-1994 m. ir 2020 m. eskaluojant
konflikta iki kariniy veiksmy. Armény ultranacionalistai is tokiy partijy kaip ,Dashnakt-
sutyun® ir ,Krunk” klaidino gyventojus iSkreiptais istoriniais naratyvais, teigdami, kad
,Kalny Karabachas priklauso Arménijai®, ir taip kursté gyventojus kovoti uz susivieniji-
ma. Sis naratyvas, vaizduojantis arménus kaip istorines musulmony kaimyny, tokiy kaip
AzerbaidZanas, Iranas ir Turkija, aukas, astrino konflikta. Taciau iSsamus tyrimai ir isto-
riniai dokumentai atskleidzia arménuy teroristiniy organizacijy smurtinius veiksmus ir ju
nusikaltimus tiek vietoje, tiek Vakaruose?.

2 Kalny Karabacho autonominé sritis (NKAO) jkurta 1923 m. liepos 7 d. AzerbaidZano Soviety Socialistinés Respu-
blikos (1920-1991 m.) sudétyje. Jos jkuirima léme ankstyvosios Soviety Sajungos geopolitines realijos, kai sienos daznai
buvo nustatomos pagal etnine sudétj. Ikirimo metu NKAO daugiausiai gyveno etniniai arménai, o tai nuo pat pradziy
prisidéjo prie didéjancios jtampos su azerbaidzanieciu bendruomene. Si sudétinga demografiné ir politiné situacija
sudareé prielaidas konflikty eskalavimui, ypac veikiant armeény ultranacionalistinems grupuotéms ir partijoms, kurios
padéjo kurstyti ir vykdyti masines teroro akcijas pries azerbaidzanieciu bendruomenes. Tai astrino ilgalaike etnine
itampa ir sukélé plataus masto smurta, nukreipta pries azerbaidZanieciy gyventojus jvairiuose regionuose. Placiau
7r.. K ucmopuu obpazoeaHus HaropHo-Kapabaxckol asmoHoMHoU obnacmu Azep6batioxcaHckol CCP. lokymeHmMbl U
Mmamepuanbt, baky: AsepHe1p, 1989, ¢. 334.

2 ASALA (Armeénuy slaptoji Arménijos iSlaisvinimo armija) - kovotojy grupuoté, garséjusi smurtine taktika, ypac Tur-
kijos diplomaty nuzudymais. Tai buvo viena i$ radikaliyjy organizacijy, rémusiy Armenijos teritorinés ekspansijos
idéja.

2 Artsakh” - armény nacionalistiné grupeé, pasisakanti uz Kalny Karabacho atsiskyrima nuo Azerbaidzanoirjo su-
sijungima su Armenija.

2 Gnchak” - XIX a. jkurta arménuy revoliuciné partija, kuri taip pat réme nacionalistinj siekj ir ,Miatsum" idéja.

% Dashnaktsutyun' (Armény revoliuciné federacija (ARF) - 1890 m. armény nacionalisty jkurta politiné partija, pa-
sisakiusi uz ,Miatsum’, Karabacho konflikto ir kary metu Ziauriai prisidéjusi prie etninio azerbaidZzanieciy valymo ir
masiniy Zudyniy.

% Krunk” - armény nacionalisty grupé, turéjusi jtakos Kalny Karabacho konflikto metu, ypac 1980-yju pabaigoje
ir 1990-yju pradzioje. Organizacija réeme ,Miatsum” judéjima, kuriame buvo raginama Kalny Karabacha sujungti su
Armeénija, ir Siam tikslui telké armeény parama. ,Krunk” veiksmai didino jtampa regione ir suvaidino lemiama vaidme-
nj konfliktui peraugant j plataus masto kara. Sios organizacijos pastangos, sustiprinusios Armenijos pretenzijas del
Kalny Karabacho, konflikto eigai padare ilgalaikj poveikj ir formavo politinius bei karinius jvykius tuo laikotarpiu.

Z  Michael Gunter, Pursuing the Just Cause of Their People: A Study of Contemporary Armenian Terrorism, New York:
Greenwood Press, 1986, p. 30; Bruce Hoffman, Terrorism in the United States During 1985, Santa Monica, CA: Rand,
1985; Michael Szaz, ,Armenian Terrorists and the East-West Conflict”, in: Journal of Social, Political and Economic
Studies, (Winter 1983), pp. 387-394; Paul Wilkinson, ,Armenian Terrorism’, in: World Today, September 1983, No. 39,
pp. 344-350; Francis P. Hyland, Armenian Terrorism: The Past, the Present, the Prospects, Boulder, CO: Westview Press,
1991; Sonyel Salahi Ramsdan, Armenian Terrorism: A Menace to the International Community, London: Cyprus Turkish
Association, 1987.
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Ivykiy eskalavimasis ir vélesnis peréjimas j karinj etapa sutrikdé ramy abiejuy res-
publiky Zmoniy gyvenima. Konflikto neatitaisomuma dar labiau jtvirtino Rusijos
kariné intervencija. [sitraukus buvusios sovietinés 366-0sios motorizuotosios Sau-
liy divizijos pajégoms, dislokuotoms Chankendyje, arménuy pajégos igijo didelj pra-
nasuma pries nepakankamai koordinuota AzerbaidZzano kariuomene ir paskubomis
suformuotus savanoriy batalionus. Daugybe smurto ir vandalizmo akty jrodymuy uz-
fiksavo iSlaisvintuose miestuose ir kaimuose apsilanke liudininkai, taip pat vietos ir
uzsienio Zurnalistai.

Antrasis Karabacho karas (2020 m.) baigési Azerbaidzano teritorijy, kurios beveik
30 mety buvo okupuotos Armeénijos, islaisvinimu. Nepaisant paliauby, kurias palengvi-
no Rusijos taikos palaikymo pajéguy atvykimas, ChodZalio, ChankendZio (azer. Xankandi),
ChodZavendo (azer. Xocavand)ir Agderés (azer. Agdara) klausimai ir toliau liko nei$spres-
ti. AzerbaidZano kariuomené atgavo penkis miestus, keturias gyvenvietes ir 286 kaimus.
Be to, Arménija be tolesniy kariniy prieStaravimy grazino Azerbaidzanui KalbadzZaro,
Agdamo (azer. Agdam) ir Lacino (azer. La¢in) regionus. 2023 m. rugseéjj, pra¢jus mazdaug
trejiems metams po Antrojo Karabacho karo, AzerbaidZanas Karabache pradéjo antite-
roristine operacija, nukreipta pries separatisty karinius dalinius. Po Sios operacijos Cho-
dzalio, Chankendzio, Chodzavendo ir Agderés teritorijos vél buvo prijungtos prie Azer-
baidzano.

Konflikto paastréjimas ir Seimy tragedijos per Pirmajj Karabacho kara

Nuo pat Karabacho konflikto pradZzios Zzmoneés pateko j jvykiy stkurj, jsirézusj i ju atmintj
ir sukelusj gilias traumas. Vieni jy tapo liudininkais ir pasakotojais, kiti — nukentéjusiai-
siais arba dingusiais be Zinios. Autoré, kilusi i$ SuSos, §iuos sukreciancius jvykius iSgyve-
no asmeni3kai. Po jy ji prarado rysj su mokiniais, kuriuos moké Susoje. Po daugelio mety
jie vél susitiko imant interviu apie moksleiviy iSgyvenimus per Karabacho konfliktg ir
kara. Prisiminimai, kuriais pasidalijo buve pradinés mokyklos mokiniai ir kiti moksleiviai,
buvo nejkainojami rengiant §j straipsnj. Deja, dél karo nepavyko susitikti su visais buvu-
siais mokiniais, nes kai kurie jy tragiskai zuvo.

Kamala Abbasova, branginama vienintelé dukra Seimoje, baigé mokykla, iStekéjo ir
susilauke sinaus. Buidama nés¢ia, ji buvo priversta palikti Susa dél kariniy iSpuoliy, o po
keliy ménesiy ji grizo j Su$a gimdyti. Tragiska tai, kad griztant atgal, jy automobilis buvo
susprogdintas, ir Kamala, jos vyras, mazametis stinus, jos motina ir vairuotojas zZuvo.

Sarkhanas Ismaylovas, gabus AzerbaidZano medicinos instituto penkto kurso stu-
dentas, tragisSkai Zuvo suduzus sraigtasparniui. Jis buvo Zinomas dél savo atsidavimo
medicinai ir aistros padéti kitiems, daznai savanoriaudavo vietos klinikose ir dalyvau-
davo bendruomeneés sveikatos iniciatyvose. Jo bendraamziai Zavéjosi juo dél nepalau-
Ziamo atsidavimo studijoms ir nuoSirdzios uzuojautos pacientams. Ankstyva Sarkhano
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1 pav. Kamala Abbasova su $eima. Seima tragiskai zuvo per bombos
sprogima, kairéje: Kamala Abbasova, jos vyras Abbasovas Suley-
manas, jy mazametis stinus, jos motina. DeSinéje: autoré su mokine
Kamala Abbasova, nuotrauka daryta 1987 m. prie Susos mokyklos
Nr. 2.

mirtis paliko gilig tuStuma ne tik jo draugy ir Seimos nariy Sirdyse, bet ir mediky ben-
druomenéje, kuri déjo daug viléiy j jo busima indélj. Jo ankstyva mirtis - tai Sirdj veriantis
priminimas apie gyvenimo trapuma, ypac ty, kurie siekia pakeisti pasaulj.

Pirmojo Karabacho karo veterany prisiminimai apie karq
,Prisimenant Susq: Dadaso Rahimovo apmgstymai apie Susos gynybq ir Zlugimg*“

2 pav. Dadasas Rahimovas
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Karabacho konfliktas ir jo padariniai stipriai palieté daugybe jauny Azerbaidzano ir
Arménijos Zmoniy, kuriy daugelis jame dalyvavo prie$ savo valig. Siuo tyrimu siekiama
uzfiksuoti su konfliktu ir po jo vykusiais karais susijusius jy prisiminimus ir iSgyvenimus.
Dél ribotos apimties pateikiama tik keletas ypac skaudziy istorijy. Viena i$ ju - DadaSo
Rahimovo, vieno i$ SuSos bataliono jkiiréjy ir autorés vaikystés draugo, istorija. Tuo metu
autore negaléjo numanyti, kokj didelj asmeninj poveikj konfliktas turés jos, kaip ir milijo-
ny kity Zmoniy, gyvenimui. Daugelis motery tapo vieniSomis motinomis, likusiomis au-
ginti vaikus be tévy. Dadasas, aktyvus SuSos gynybos dalyvis, pasiaukojamai gyné civilius
gyventojus ir per kara iSgelbéjo daugybe gyvybiy, tarp ju ir motery bei vaiky. Taéiau, ne-
paisant jo didvyrisky pastangy, dél bendros geopolitinés dinamikos Su3os gynyba galiau-
siai zlugo. Jis dalyvavo apsikeiciant jkaitais, taciau dél karinés galios skirtumuy galiausiai
patyré nesékme. Suos uzémimo dieng (1992 m. geguzés 8 d.) Dadasas buvo suZeistas ir
véliau perkeltas gydyti j Baku ligonine. Jo prisiminimai apie Susa kupini aSary ir skausmo.
Norédamas pagerbti savo mylimo miesto atminima, Dadasas savo stny pavadino Vatanu,
kas azerbaidzanieciy kalba reiSkia Tévyné. Jis paaiskino, kad pavadindamas suny Vatanu,
siekeé iSsaugoti Susos dvasia jy Sirdyse ir mintyse. Jis moke stny, kad ,visas mus supantis
grozis simbolizuoja Susa [..] visa pasaulio stiprybé - Susa“, o ,visa, kas dZiugina - vaisiai,
pyragaiciai ir sultys - susije su Susa“. SuSos ypatinguma jis pabrézdavo, kad sunus supras-
ty jos gilig reikSme. Susos netektis ir intensyvios kovos labai paveiké Dadasa, todél jam
pasirei$ké potrauminio streso sutrikimas (PTSS), kuriam budingi traumuojantys sapnai ir
stipri depresija. Naktimis jis daznai prabusdavo, persekiojamas ziauriy Karabacho konf-
likte ir kare matyty jvykiy. Si psichologiné Zala atskleidzia, koki gily ilgalaikj poveiki karas
padaré tokiems asmenims kaip Dadasas, ir atkreipia démesj j butinybe palaikyti vetera-
nus ir pripazinti jy psichikos sveikatos problemas. Dél savo, kaip Su$os gynéjo, padéties jis
jautesiitin nelaimingasir prislégtas. Tai uzfiksuota jo apgailestavime: ,Mes pralaiméjome,
praradome Su$a ir nepadaréme pakankamai Su3ai iSgelbéti‘. Nors vyriausybé dél karo
metu patirty suzalojimy suteiké jam antros grupés invalidumag, jis jo atsisake, nes Susos
praradima laiké asmenine géda. Tragiska tai, kad budamas 37 mety, DadasSas miré nuo per
Pirmajj Karabacho karg patirty Zaizdy ir smegeny sukretimo.

Tokiy veterany kaip DadasSas Rahimovas liudijimai leidzia skaudZziai pajusti, koks gilus
ir ilgalaikis yra Pirmojo Karabacho karo poveikis jj iSgyvenusiems asmenims, Seimoms ir
bendruomenéms. Jo pasakojimas simbolizuoja kolektyvine trauma, kurig patyré daugelis
azerbaidzanieciy, kurie buvo Ziaurios tévynés ir kultirinio paveldo netekties liudininkai.
Jo pasakojimas jkuinija asmeninj pasiaukojima, emocinj sukrétima ir giliai jsiSaknijusj ne-
tekties jausma, kurj patyré tévyneés gynéjai. Susa, kadaise klestéjes kultirinis ir istorinis
miestas, Rahimovo pasakojime yra daugiau nei geografiné vietové - tai ir atsparumo, ir
giliy randy, jsirézusiy kovojant uz jos gynyba, simbolis. Jo atsidavimas saugant civilius gy-
ventojus Susoje ir nejgalumo i¥moky atsisakymas pabréZé jo nepalauziama atsidavima
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ir pasididziavima savo vaidmeniu, nepaisant tragiSkos baigties. Dadaso Rahimovo pasa-
kojime taip pat iSry$kéja ilgalaikis trauminis konflikto pobudis, nes Su$os atminimas vis
dar giliai jaudina tuos, kurie kovojo ja gindami. Jo sprendimas pavadinti siny Vatanu, taip
pagerbiant mylima miestg, rodo neisdildoma Su$os reikSme Azerbaidzano tapatybei ir
paveldui. Kita vertus, karas atvére gilias psichologines Dadaso Zaidas, taip pat potraumi-
nio streso sindroma. Jo patirtis neabejotinai primena ne tik Sio konflikto fizinius ir emoci-
nius padarinius, bet ir Zala psichikos sveikatai. IS Siy pasakojimy akivaizdu, kad Pirmasis
Karabacho karas buvo ne vien geopolitiné kova, bet ir jame dalyvavusiy asmeny gilus as-
meniniai ir emociniai iSgyvenimai. Konflikto jrézti fiziniai ir psichologiniai randai ir toliau
veikia tokiy veterany kaip Dadasas gyvenimus ir prisiminimus, primindami mums apie
zmogiskaja karo kaing ir jo sunkumus iStverianc¢iy asmeny atsparuma.

Rahimovui ir kitiems j jj panasiems asmenims Su$os atminimas yra tarsi emocinis pa-
grindas, simbolizuojantis ir skaudzia netektj, ir nepalauziama rysj su paveldu. Veteranai,
kovoje ginant miestg, daznai su savimi nesSiojasi ryskius ir skausmingus konflikto prisimi-
pasiaukojima, bet ir apie bendra istorine atmintj, kuri ir toliau formuoja kolektyvine Azer-
baidZano visuomenés dvasig. Traumos, prisiminimai ir nebléstanti meilé Susai jZiebia
dar didesne viltj atkurti ir jgyvendinti teisinguma pabreéZiant butinybe ir toliau pripaZinti
Siuos jvykius ir juos iSgyvenusiy zmoniy atsparuma.

Nagrinédami Siuos liudijimus, geriau suprantame konflikto sudétinguma ir jo ilgalaikj
poveikj asmenims bei visuomenéms. Pagerbdami Sias istorijas ir apmastydami jy pamo-
kas, galime siekti taikos, susitaikymo ir karo Seséliy netemdomos ateities.

,KarkidZahano atsparumas ir Zlugimas: broliy Huseynovy apmgstymai*

KarkidZahanas (azer. Karkicahan) - gyvenvieté netoli ChankendZio miesto. Iki 1988 m. Kal-
ny Karabacho konflikto kaime gyveno 1796 azerbaidzanieciai?. Po to, kai 1988 m. etniniai
azerbaidZanieciai buvo iSvaryti i§ ChankendZio miesto, dauguma juy persikelé j Karkidza-
hanga?. KarkidZahano gyventojas ir policininkas Aslanas Huseynovas kartu su savo bro-
liu Nazimu Huseynovu per Karabacho konflikta aktyviai dalyvavo ginant savo kaima nuo
armeény nacionalisty. Pastarieji jj pramine Kobra ir paZzadéjo didelj atlygj tam, kas jiems ji
iSduos. Kartu su kitais kaimo gyventojais jis ilga laika drasiai gyné moteris ir vaikus. Per
karinius veiksmus KarkidZzahane buvo nuzudytas ,Radio Majak” Zurnalistas Leonidas La-
zarevicius. 1991 m. gruodzio 31 d. AzerbaidZano pajégos atgavo kaima, taciau jy pastangos
neatnesé sékmés, nes 1992 m. sausio 20 d. armény pajégos sudegino jy namus ir priverte

28 3oHa KoHMKTa B HaropHoM Kapabaxe (1988-1994..), Kapra 33, in: <https;/www.iriston.com/>, [2024-10-22].

2 mutputt JIeoHoB, ,Kapabax: [yTeBbie 3aMeTKY BpeMeH YPe3BhlUaltHOTo MoNoskeHus ', in: <http:/www.panorama.
ru/gazeta/1-30/p23kar.html>, [2024-05-29].
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juos bégti. Uzémus kaima, dauguma azerbaidzanieciy jau buvo isSvyke. Aslanas prisimena,
kad per musius zuvo 40 Zmoniy. Jis per iSpuolius patyré kojos trauma ir iki Siol kaule turi
tas sunkias dienas primenantj gelezinj pakaitala. Daugelj mety jam buvo atliekamos jvai-
rios pédos operacijos. Nazimas Huseynovas apdegeé veida.

3 pav. Aslanas Huseynovas 4 pav. Nazimas Huseynovas

5 pav. Karkidzahano kaimas

Duodami interviu, abu broliai ryskiai prisiminé uzpuoliky armény tyciojimasi, kai jie
padeginéjo azerbaidZanie¢iy namus Saipydamiesi tokiais ZodZiais: ,Ara, [armeéniSkai:
,Zmogau”], zitirék, tavo namo neliko, o dabar dink ir tu!“ Nazimas paniekinamai atkirto:
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,Misy namus ir visg musy turta galéjote sudeginti, ir mes juos vél ir vél atstatysime! Bet §i
Zemeé priklauso man ir mano protéviams, ir jos lengvai iS miisy neatimsite.”

Baku imdama interviu i$ broliy Huseynowvy, autoreé suprato, kad 1992 m. sausio 20 d.,
kai visa jy kaima iki pamaty Ziauriai sudegino armény separatistai, ji buvo virs degancios
zemeés skrendanciame sraigtasparnyje ir gabeno savo motinos kiing j Susa. Tai labai ja
sujaudino. Tarsi liepsna besiverzianc¢iy dumuy vaizdas skaudziai priminé nuniokota Kar-
kidZzahano kaima ir jo gyventojus. Buvo skaudu matyti kylancius tirStus damus, prime-
nancius grésmingai plintancia liepsna. Ta akimirka tai buvo Siy broliy kaimas, jy namai
ir visy Sios bendruomenés azerbaidZanieciy namai. Autorés ir pasnekovo prisiminimai
apie §j tragiska jvykj buvo panasus, jy iSgyvenimai ir emocijos persipyné giliame praeities
apmastyme. Abu asmenis slégé sunki netektis ir sielvartas, jy prisiminimai priminé Siur-
pia konflikto sukelta destrukcija. Dalydamiesi savo istorijomis, jie iSgyveno persikélimo
skausma, prarastos tévynés ilgesj ir neiSdildomus jy bendruomeneése paliktus randus.
Sis bendras pasakojimas ne tik atskleidé asmenines tragedijos pasekmes, bet ir irySkino
platesnio masto padarinius jy kolektyvinei atminciai, atskleidé, kaip tos dienos atgarsiai
vis dar atsiliepia jy gyvenime. Savo dialoge jie stengési pagerbti Zuvusiuosius ir rasti pras-
me savo kanciose siekiant ateities, kurioje toks siaubas niekada nepasikartoty.

Aslano ir Nazimo Huseynowvy liudijimai leidZia jtikinamai pazvelgti i Karabacho konf-
likto sukeltas gilias asmenines ir bendruomeneés kancias. Jy pasakojimas apie Karkidza-
hano gynybg, vélesnj kaimo sunaikinima ir Zmoniy zitis akivaizdziai iliustruoja platesne
humanitarine krize, su kuria susiduria AzerbaidZzano bendruomenés. Nepaisant patirty
sunkiy suzalojimy, dél kuriy prireiké daugybés operacijy, Aslano gebéjimas atsigauti ir
ryZtas ginti savo kaima bei atkurti gyvenima iSrySkina nuo konflikto nukentéjusiy zmoniy
iStverminga dvasia. Ryskus liepsnose skendincio jy kaimo prisiminimas ir mano pacios
patirtis skrendant virs degancios Zzemés pabreézia bendra daugelio Zmoniy patirta trauma
ir siauba. Broliy istorija liudija giliai jsiSaknijusi rysj su protéviy Zemémis ir nepalenkiama
valig islikti, susidurus su didziulémis nelaimémis. Huseynovo iSgyvenimy jamZzinimas ir
apmastymas leidzia jsigilinti j Karabacho konflikto Zmogiskaja kaina - ir tai néra vien
skaiciai ir statistiniai duomenys. Jo atsparumas skaudZiai primena, kad butinos skubios
visapuseés taikos stiprinimo pastangos, ir pabrézia, kaip svarbu Salinti neiSsprestus tokiy
traumuojanciy jvykiy padarinius.

Asmeniniai pasakojimai atskleidzia psichologine, emocine ir socialine karo zalg, iSrys-
kina perkeltyjy Seimu kancias, iSgyvenusiyjy traumas ir kulturinio paveldo netektj. Per
Sig prizme suvokiame, kokj netekties skausma, namy ilgesj ir gilius randus tai paliko Zmo-
niy ir bendruomeniy atmintyje. Pagerbdami Sias istorijas, geriau suprantame konflikty
sudétinguma ir pabréziame butinybe siekti taikos ir susitaikymo ateityje. Tokie apmas-
tymai butini siekiant visapusiskiau suprasti konflikta ir pabrézti taikos bei susitaikymo
butinybe siekiant iSgydyti ilgalaikes pasekmes Zmoniy gyvenimams.
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Azerbaidzanieciy etninis valymas Karabache. ISpuolis pries civilius danguje

Pagrindinis 37 km ilgio kelias Susa-Agdamas buvo uzblokuotas armény kovotojy, todél
Zmonéms tekdavo vykti 220 km ilgio marsrutu Susa-Lacinas-Gubadli-Zangilanas-Fu-
zuli. Kiekviena konflikto dieng darantis vis pavojingiau azerbaidZanie¢iams judeéti sausu-
mos keliu Susa-Agdamas-Susa, zmonés buvo priversti naudotis civilinio sraigtasparnio
,Mi-8", vykdziusio civiliy gyventojy pervezima marsrutu Susa-Agdamas-Susa, paslau-
gomis. Naudotis sraigtasparniais taip pat buvo sudetinga, nes arménai sistemingai juos
apSaudé, manydami, kad jais j Susa gabenami ginklai ir Saudmenys. Dél to sraigtaspar-
niy skrydziy skai¢ius buvo minimalus, ir Zmonéms ilgas dienas tekdavo laukti skrydzio.
1992 m. sausio 20 d., anksty antryjuy tragisky sausio jvykiy metiniy rytg, M. A. Mirgasimovo
respublikinégje klinikoje, apsupta trijy duktery, miré septyniy vaiky motina Latifa Kerimi
(autorés ir dviejy tyrime apklausty jos sesery Zhale Rustamovos ir Shahnaz Ahanji moti-
na). Latifa Kerimi buvo iStekéjusi uz politinio emigranto Amirali Ahanchi, kuris priklausé
autochtoninei Susos baudZiauninky $eimai, gyvenusiai ¢ia nuo XVIII a., kai miestas buvo
vadinamas Su$os tvirtove (Shusha galasy), o pirmieji jo gyventojai buvo baudZiauninkai
(galalylar). Paskutinis Latifos Kerimi noras buvo bati palaidotai $alia savo sinaus ir vyro
Susoje.

,Kreipiausi i ligoninés vyriausiajj gydytoja, praSydama pagalbos Siuo klausimu. Gydy-
tojas, atkreipes démesj j sunkia Karabacho karine padétj, padéti sprendziant Sia proble-
ma atsisakeé. Atrodé, kad per jtempta ginkluotg konflikta Sios valios jvykdyti bus nejma-
noma,‘ - pasakojo vyresnioji is respondenciy Zhale Rustamova. Taciau pareiga jvykdyti
motinos paskutine valig verté seseris ie3koti galimybiy perkelti motinos kiing j Susa. Chi-
rurgei Shahnaz Ahanji, padedant jos vyrui Rahimaghai Talibovui, pavyko pervezZti moti-
nos kina j Susa sraigtasparniui ,Mi-8" vykdant greitosios pagalbos misija. Remiantis jos
prisiminimais:

Tuo metu dél laimingo atsitiktinumo ligoninés vyriausiasis gydytojas sulauke skam-
bucio su prasymu duoti kraujo, kuris buvo labai reikalingas suzeistiesiems prie Chanken-
dzio. Gaves tokia uzduotj, gydytojas nedvejodamas liepé jai ruostis ir pasaké, kad motinos
kiino perkélimas bus vykdomas tuo paciu sraigtasparniu ,Mi-8° kuris turéjo pristatyti
krauja suZeistiems kariams. [...]

Taip susikloscius aplinkybéms, autore, kartu su dviem seserimis - Zhale Rustamova,
Shahnaz Ahanji ir jos sutuoktiniu Rahimagha Talibovu - tapo sraigtasparnio, i$ Baku j
Agdama skraidinusio suzeistiems azerbaidzanieciy kariams skirta donory krauja, kelei-
vémis. Tai liudija, kad sraigtasparnis ,Mi-8" buvo civilinis sraigtasparnis, skraidines civi-
lius azerbaidzaniecius. IS sraigtasparnio keleiviai maté karo veiksmy vietas: sudegintus
kaimus ir sugriautus namus. Ypac jy démesj prikausté gaisras ir tirstas dumy kamuolys:
ChankendZio miesto KarkidZahano gyvenvietéje degé daugiau nei 300 namuy. Sios gyven-
vietés Zzmoneés griumesi uz savo Zeme, o tuomet armeénai padegé jy namus ir jéga priverté
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zmones ja palikti. Pamate j Su$a skrendantj sraigtasparnj, armény kovotojai jj apSaude.
Keleiviai iSgyveno nepamir$tama [iki Siol!] baime ir beviltiSkuma. Dél greitos patyrusio
piloto Viktoro Seriogino reakcijos sraigtasparnis pakilo auksciau ir pavyko iSvengti jame
skridusios Seimos nariy zities. Atvykusius j snieguota Susa, juos pribloské nuniokotas ir
negyvas miestas. Véliau paaiskéjo, kad gyventojai, norédami apsisaugoti nuo nepaliauja-
muy armeény i§ ChankendZio vykdomuy iSpuoliy raketomis, slépési rasiuose. Per septynias
Seimos gedulo dienas jvyko vienas tragiSkiausiy jvykiy — Dasalti (azer. Dasalti) operacija®.
Per Sig operacija zuvo azerbaidzanieciy tautybés Zzmones, ir tai buvo dar viena gili kolekty-
viné Su$os miesto trauma.

Po septyniy dieny gedulo Su3oje, 1992 m. sausio 28 d., autoré planavo grjzti j Baku. Susa
ir visus aplinkinius kaimus buvo uzblokave ginkluoti armény kovotojai, nepalikdami ci-
viliams gyventojams jokiy kity susisiekimo galimybiy. Skrydis sraigtasparniu buvo vie-
nintelis budas pasiekti kelionés tiksla. Ir vél lauké nenuspéjama, sudétinga ir pavojinga
kelioné sraigtasparniu ,Mi-8" Vos iSvengusi pavojaus per ankstesnj skrydj sraigtasparniu
i Baku j Susa, autoré kartu su artimaisiais bijojo, kad Sie i3gyvenimai nepasikartoty - ji
Zinojo, kad j juos vél gali taikytis Arménijos karinés pajégos. Ta diena anksti ryte jie atvy-
ko j laiking sraigtasparniy pakilimo ir nusileidimo aikStele. Nepaisant ankstyvo ryto, ten
buvo daugybé Zmoniy, norinciy pasiekti Agdama, i$ kur jie planavo keliauti j Barda, Jevla-
cha (azer. Yeviax), GendZze (azer. Ganca) ar Baku arba susitvarkyti reikalus prie§ grizdami
i Susa. Sj karta sraigtasparniu jie skristi negaléjo, nes pirmenybe turéjo ypatingi keleiviai.
Prie malinsparnio Su$oje susirinko didelé minia, besitikinti iSskristi j Agdama verslo rei-
kalais arba laikinai pabégti nuo didéjancio smurto, keliancio grésme jy saugumui ir ra-
mybei. Minios nuostabai kelig prie sraigtasparnio uztvéré Susos bataliono vadas Ramizas
Gambarovas (1962-1992 m.) (AzerbaidZano nacionalinis didvyris) ir Pirmojo Karabacho
Kkaro veteranas jo pavaduotojas DadaSas Rahimovas (1964-2001 m.).

Konflikto metu abiejy pusiy vietiniai vadai buvo susitare apsikeisti lavonais arba jkai-
tais. Takart autoré tapo dviejy armény jkaity mainy j azerbaidZanieciy lavonus Agdame
liudininke. SuSos bataliono vadas ir pavaduotojas kreipési j minig, kad $i palaukty kito rei-
so, ir paaiskino, kad dabar buvo svarbiausia du paimtus j nelaisve arménus nugabenti j
Agdama ir iSkeisti j septynis Zuvusius azerbaidzaniecius. Situacija buvo jtempta, ir Susos
Zmoneés suprato savo tévynainiy sirdgéla.

] léktuva jlipo du nelaisvén paimti arménai, lydimi dviejy ginkluoty Su$os bataliono
nariy, kartu su Azerbaidzano televizijos Zurnalistu Allahverdi Asadovu, chirurge Ahanji
Shahnaz, jos sutuoktiniu ir autore, kuri buvo AzerbaidZano moksly akademijos moksli-

301992 m. sausio 25 d. pradéta Dasalti operacija buvo siekiama atgauti Dasalti kaima netoli Sugos, taciau Azerbaidza-
no pajégoms ji baigési dideliais nuostoliais. Dél rySio nesklandumuy, taktiniy klaidy, operatyvinés informacijos nuteké-
jimo ir vietiniy gidy iSdavysciuy is Nabilaro kaimo judancios azerbaidZanieciu pajégos pateko j pasala. Operacijos metu
Zuvo daugiau kaip 90 azerbaidZanieciy, daugybé kariy vis dar laikomi dingusiais be Zinios.
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ninké. Gydytoja Ahanji turéjo uztikrinti, kad belaisviai gerai jaustysi, ir padéti jais apsi-
keisti atvykus j Agdama. Tuo tarpu like asmenys buvo nusivyle ir turéjo laukti kito sraig-
tasparnio.

Pirmojo Karabacho karo metu kariaujancios pusés laikeési ,karo lauko diplomatijos®,
keisdamosi suZeistais ir zuvusiais kariais. Sio rytinio skrydzio metu buvo tik jgulos nariai,
keli kariai ir keturi civiliai, kuriy pasakojimai suteike vertingos informacijos apie jvykius.
Skrydis sraigtasparniu vyko sklandziai ir ramiai, nes arménai j musy sraigtasparnj ne-
Saudé, zinodami, kad jis gabena j nelaisve paimtus arménus. Nepaisant to, visi buvome
jsitempe ir nerimavome. Sausio 28 d. rytg sraigtasparnis i$skrido i$ SuSos ir, atvykus j Ag-
damo oro uostg, armeény jkaitai buvo iSkeisti j septynis Zuvusius azerbaidZaniecius, tuo
uzbaigiant karo lauko diplomatine misija. Sraigtasparnis saugiai atskrido j Agdamo oro
uosta iruzbaige karo belaisviy perdavimo misija. Autoré kartu su chirurge Shahnaz Ahan-
jiir jos sutuoktiniu Rahimagha Talibovu buvo laimingieji paskutinio taikaus sraigtaspar-
nio ,Mi-8" skrydzio marsrutu §u§a—Aghdamas keleiviai.

Pasiekus Agdama, jkaitai buvo perduoti kariams. Agdamo oro uoste autoré maté didele
minig Zmoniy, tarp kuriy buvo daug tévynainiy i$ Su$os. Tarp jy buvo studentas Sarkha-
nas Ismailovas, muzikantas i$ Susos Namikas Zalovas su Seima, mokslininkas istorikas
Murshidas Dunyamaliyevas, jauna mokslininke Sara Alijeva ir daug kity pazjstamy vei-
dy. Toje minoje j atgal j Susa skrendantj sraigtasparnj patekti nekantravo kiekvienas,
nezinodamas, kad skuba j savo mirtj. ] sraigtasparnj 1992 m. sausio 28 d. popiete susédo
Aghdamo oro uoste nekantriai lauke civiliai, kurie trodko grjzti j Su$g. Minia dziGigavo ir
nekantravo, nezinodama, kad | sraigtasparnj jau taikési arménai. Sraigtasparniu skrido
daugiausia moterys ir vaikai, priversti vengti sausumos kelio dél armény ginkluoty gru-
puociy keliamo pavojaus.

Sraigtasparnis buvo atlikes visus reikalaujamus skrydzius ir griZinéjo pilnas civiliy ir
be armény jkaity. Ginkluoti ultranacionalistai Chankendzio mieste apie tai Zinojo. Netoli
Chalfalio kaimo, sraigtasparniui artéjant prie Susos, jjnumusé priesléktuviné raketa. Tra-
giska tai, kad armeény teroristams numusus sraigtasparnj, zuvo visi jame buve civiliai.

Autoré ryskiai prisimena tuos jvykius ir neSiojasi neiSdildoma kaltés jausma dél per
sraigtasparnio katastrofg Zzuvusiy Zmoniy. Tai, kad pavyko iSgyventi, nerealu, taciau vis
dar persekioja prisiminimas apie tai, kas galéjo jvykti. Sraigtasparnis skrido per priesiska
teritorija, kurioje bet kuri akimirka galéjo tapti lemtinga. Visa laika lydéjo siaubas zinant,
kad anksciau Arménijos pajégos yra késinesi j panasius skrydzius, numuse sraigtaspar-
nius ir atéme nekalty Zmoniy gyvybes. Pastovus sraigtasparnio sraigto GZesys susiliejo su
jtampos kupina nezinia, ar ir sj skrydj istiks toks pat likimas.

Saugiai atskridus, liko gilus kaltés jausmas dél ty, kuriems tai nepavyko - prazutingo
iSpuolio aukuy. Teroristinj pries azerbaidZanieciy civilius nukreipta iSpuolj jvykdé armény
ultranacionalisty grupuotés, apsiginklavusios buvusios sovietinés 366-0sios motorizuo-
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tyju Sauliy divizijos karine technine parama. Arménijos kovotojai sraigtasparniui, kuriuo
skrido civiliai®, numusti panaudojo nesiojamaja oro gynybos sistema (MANPADS)* - itin
mobilia, lengvai uZmaskuojama priesléktuvine raketa. Incidentas jvyko netoli Su3os, kai
mazame aukstyje link Zemés artéjantis sraigtasparnis tapo lengvu taikiniu. Liepsny ap-
imtas orlaivis su 44 civiliais gyventojais ir 3 jgulos nariais suduZo, ir niekas neiSgyveno.
Greitosios pagalbos komandos atvyko greitai, taciau viskas buvo suniokota. Paskutines
tragiskas ,Mi-8" katastrofos akimirkas uzfiksavo Su$oje jsikirusios Azerbaidzano naujie-
ny tarnybos Zurnalistai, jamZine neisdildoma tragedijos prisiminima3.

Tai buvo lemtingas sraigtasparnio skrydis, o kartu su juo nutriko visi rysiai tarp Susos
ir Agdamo. Konflikto eskalacija jgavo nauja masta: iSaugo nukentéjusiyjy skaicius ir des-
trukcijos lygis. SuSoje kito skrydzio laukiantys liudininkai ir Chalfalio gyventojai pasakojo
mate, kaip iS sraigtasparnio j miska krenta Zzmoneés. Kito skrydzio lauke liudininkai pasa-
kojo, kad ,maté, kaip Zmonés po viena, po du krito i$ sraigtasparnio j miska. Jie mané, kad
Zmoneés patys Soko iS sraigtasparnio“, taciau i$ tiesy dél priesléktuvinés raketos smugio
jégos sraigtasparnio durys atsidaré ir zmoneés buvo iSsviesti.

Liudininkai pazyméjo, kad patyres jgulos vadas Viktoras Serioginas sugebéjo degantj
sraigtasparnj pasukti tolyn nuo sraigtasparniy kilimo aikstelés, taip iSgelbédamas Simtus
kito skrydzio laukusiy Zmoniy. Sraigtasparnis suduzo tarpeklyje Salia Chalfalio-Karkidza-
hano kelio ir stipriai uzsidegé.

Susos regiono azerbaidzanie¢iy bendruomenés kolektyviné trauma ir atsiminimai:
apmastant sraigtasparnio katastrofa

Visos Zuvusiyju Seimos patyré netektis. Dvidesimt Seimy surengé triju dieny laido-
tuves, ir SuSos gyventojai i3gyveno kolektyvinj skausma bei sielvarta. Giminaiciy lauké
sunki uzduotis atpazinti keleiviy palaikus, i$ kuriy daugelis buvo neatpazjstami. Galiau-
siai visos aukos buvo palaidotos Zuvusiyjy kapinése — nitiriame bendruomene istikusios
tragedijos jrodyme.

Salia Susos jvykusi sraigtasparnio katastrofa tebéra negyjanti Susos regiono azerbai-
dZanie¢iy bendruomenés, ypa¢ Suos miesto ir Chalfalio kaimo gyventojy, kolektyviné
trauma. Liudininkai prisimena savo panika ir siauba pamacius nukritusj sraigtasparnj.
Vienas i$ liudininky pasakojo: ,Mus apémeé panika, o tai, kg pamatéme, buvo siaubin-

31 Tist of Losses of Mi-8 and its Modifications (2022), in: <https://ruwikipedia.org/wiki/List of losses of Mi-8_and_its
modifications>, 1992, [2023-11-22].

32 Nesiojamosios oro gynybos sistemos (MANPADS) - raketos ,zemé-oras’, kurias pavienis asmuo arba nedidelée
Zmoniuy grupé gali panaudoti pries orlaivius. Sios ginkly sistemos daznai apibudinamos kaip nuo peties paleidziamos
priesléktuvines raketos. ,MANPADS: Combating the Threat to Global Aviation®, in: <https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/pm/
wra/c62623htm>, [2024-11-11].

331992 m. sausio 28 d. netoli Suos numustas azerbaidZanieciy civilinis malinsparnis ,Mi-8", 2019 m., in: <https://
wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=95pPjhL3mSY&t=271s.>, [2023-09-07].

34 Tarans, Muxtarova, Susa harayi, Baki, 1996, s. 40.
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ga. Gedi visos zuvusiyjy Seimos. Buvo juntamas bendras bendruomenés sielvartas, nes
20 Seimy laidojo Zuvusiuosius, tarp kuriy buvo inteligentijos atstovy, mokslininky, moky-
tojy, muzikanty ir iStisy Seimuy*“.

Giladas Hirschbergeris kolektyvine trauma apibrézia kaip ,kataklizminj jvykj, kuris su-
trikdo pagrindine visuomenés strukttrg ®. Susos ir Chalfalio gyventojams tokig tragedija
jkinija armény kovotojy numustas sraigtasparnis. Brutalus iSpuolis pries namo grjzti ban-
dziusius civilius visai Siy vietoviy azerbaidzanie¢iy bendruomenei sukélé didelj psicho-
loginj Soka, dél kurio daugelis jy ilga laika iSgyveno depresija ir apatija. Kolektyvinéje Siy
bendruomeniy atmintyje vis dar ryski i tragedija ir Zuvusiy jauny, talentingy specialisty ir
inteligentijos atstovy vaizdai. Didvyriski sraigtasparnio ,Mi-8" jgulos nariai - vadas Vikto-
ras Serioginas, antrasis pilotas Shafa Fatulla Axundovas ir skrydzio mechanikas Arastunas
Ispendi Mahmudovas - prisimenami kaip nacionaliniai AzerbaidZano didvyriai®.

Tragisko Pirmojo Karabacho karo jvykio - sraigtasparnio ,Mi-8T USSR-24137" katastro-
klaidoje neaprasytas ir socialiniuose antropologiniuose tyrimuose nenagrinétas istorijas.
Autoreé tyrinéjo katastrofos liudininky ir sraigtasparnio ,Mi-8" paskutinio taikaus skry-
dzio i§ Susos j Agdama keleiviy pasakojimus. Nusileide Agdamo oro uoste, keleiviai sutiko
minig, nenujauciancia apie artéjantj armeény ultranacionalisty susidorojima. Sraigtas-
parniui atskridus, Zmonés labai dZiaugési galimybe i3skristi j Su$a. Kiekvienas i$ ju ne-
kantriai stengési gauti vietg sraigtasparnyje, nezinodamas, kad tai skrydis j mirtj. Pra&jus
trisdeSimciai mety, tragiski tos Ziemos dienos jvykiai respondentams tebéra koSmariski.

Teroristinio akto liudininkai —Chalfalio, La¢ino ir SuSos gyventojai — nuosekliai liudijo
apie armeény kariniy daliniy ziauruma. Respondentai ir liudininkai iS Chalfalio apibudino
siaubinga vaizda:

Danguje degantis sraigtasparnis greitai krito Zemyn. Priesléktuvinis ginklas pramusé sraigtas-
parnio duris, Zmonés eme kristi i$ dangaus, ir tai buvo baisiausia, kq esu mates gyvenime [...]
Pasekmeés buvo ne maziau traumuojancios: kuny dalys iSmétytos aplink, kabancios ant medZiy
irelektros laidy. Degantis sraigtasparnis ir kuny dalys skleidé nepakeliamgq kvapg, kuris tvyrojo
iStisus meénesius. Vietiniai venge praeiti pro avarijos vietq [...]

Daugybé autorés vykdyty pokalbiy rodo, kad Sios bendruomenés vis dar patiria gilia
psichologine trauma. Nekalty civiliy zutis ir nebaudziami Arménijos kovotojy nusikal-
timai tebekelia gily nerima. Prie Siame straipsnyje pristatomo tyrimo svariai prisidéjo
jaunos mokslininkés Saros Aliyevos dédée Aghakerimas Mammadovas, kuris atskleidé
ypac svarbias Sio tragiSko jvykio detales. Jis prisiminé, kaip lauké Saros grjztant j Susa,
kai sraigtasparniui buvo nurodyta leistis. Staiga jis buvo pasautas, ir keli keleiviai iSkrito.

35 Gilad Hirschberger, ,Collective Trauma and the Social Construction of Meaning", in: Frontiers in Psychology, 2018,
No. 9, p. 1441, d0i10.3389/fpsyg 201801441,

36 Viiqar 9sgarov, Azarbaycanin Milli Qohramanlari, Baky, 2005, s.11-12, 89-90, 139-140.
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Sraigtasparnis pakeité kryptj toldamas nuo teritorijos su Zmonémis ir uzsidegé. Nepai-
sant noro padéti, dél besitesiancio Arménijos pajégy apSaudymo auky pasiekti jie nega-
léjo. Aghakerimas Mammadovas iSreiSké apgailestavima ir litidesj, kad negaléjo pasiekti
sraigtasparnio ir iSgelbéti likusiu gyvyju.

Bandant atpazinti zuvusiyjy tapatybes, vaizdas buvo sukreciantis. Buvo rastos tik kiiny
dalys, 0 i$ sraigtasparnio iSkritusius Zmones vos buvo galima atpaZinti. Seimoms teko lai-
doti fragmentus ir pelenus. IStisus ménesius ir metus Aghakerimas negaléjo atsikratyti
degésiy kvapo, kuris, kaip atrodé, buvo persmelkes jo nosj, nagus ir plaukus. Kad atsikra-
tyty tvyrancio kvapo, jam teko parduoti savo automobilj ir iSmesti drabuZius. Per pokalbj
jis buvo akivaizdziai sukréstas ir minéjo, kad vis dar prisimena tg baisy kvapa, taip pabréz-
damas ilgalaikj Sio traumuojancio jvykio poveikj jo psichikai.

Paskutinio taikaus skrydZio prie$ teroro akta keleiviai prisimena per ta baisy iSpuolj
Zuvusiy tautieciy veidus. Arménai ir toliau skleidzia melaginga informacijg, teigdami, kad
sraigtasparnis gabeno ginklus, taciau liudininkai ir buve sraigtasparnio ,Mi-8" keleiviai
liudija, kad tai buvo civilinis skrydis, gabenes civilius azerbaidZaniecius. Siuo ty¢iniu Ar-
meénijos kovotojy veiksmu buvo siekiama jbauginti ir sukelti panika tarp azerbaidzanieciy
gyventojy.

Liudininky pasakojimai suteikia nejkainojamy Ziniy apie nukentéjusiy azerbaidzanie-
¢iy bendruomeniy iSgyvenimus, o kruopStus manipuliavimo Ziniasklaida tyrimas pabré-
Zia sisteminga dezinformacijos kampanijuy pobudj. AiSkus ir autentiskas Siy pasakojimy
nagrinéjimas itin svarbus siekiant pripaZinti praeities skriaudas, palaikyti istorinj tiks-
luma ir skatinti supratima, o tai yra gyvybiskai svarbus zingsniai kuriant pasitikéjima ir
ilgalaike taika regione.
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ISvados

Karabacho konflikto palikimas ir toliau persekioja kaip ilgas SeSélis, darantis didele jtaka
iStisoms kartoms ir pabréZiantis buitinybe surinkti ir pateikti istoriniy skriaudy jrodymus.
Siame procese itin svarbu pripazinti priverstinj azerbaidzanieciy gyventojy perkélima i§
Armeénijos ir Karabacho regiono, masinj kultiiros paveldo sunaikinima ir didziule Zzmo-
giSkaja uzsitesusio konflikto kaing. Regionui siekiant teisingumu ir susitaikymu grindzia-
mos ateities, Sias istorines Zaizdas spresti gyvybiskai bitina siekiant ilgalaikio gijimo ir
puoseléjant tvarig taika.

Kultturos paveldo iSsaugojimo ir atgaivinimo Siose teritorijose svarbos nejmanoma
pervertinti. Technologijuy paZanga dabar teikia vilties atkurti sugriautus kultiiros pamin-
Klus ir sudaro galimybe atstatyti architekturos stebuklus, chany ramus, mauzoliejus ir
kitas istoriskai reikSmingas vietas Karabacho miestuose, pavyzdziui, Agderéje, Agdame,
Askerane, Fuzulyje, DZabrailyje, La¢ine, Chankendyje, ChodZalyje, Zangilane, Susoje ir ki-
tuose. Taciau, nepaisant galimybés Siuos statinius atstatyti, apie tragiska karo kaina pri-
mena negriztamai prarastos Zmoniy gyvybés, nes konfliktas nusinesé deSimtis ttukstan-
iy gyvybiy.

Karabacho regiono kulttrine ir nacionaline tapatybe formavo iStisos kartos jtakingy
AzerbaidZano menininky, filosofy, mokslininky ir vizionieriy, kurie prisidéjo kurdami
tautos kulturinio palikimo Sedevrus. Siame turtingame pavelde, apimanc¢iame muzika,
literaturg, architektiirg, vaizduojamaji mena ir amatus, ilgalaikis konfliktas paliko gilius
randus. Sie azerbaidzanieciai ne tik praturtino kultira. Jy intelektualinis potencialas ga-
léjo sustiprinti AzerbaidZano meno ir mokslo paZanga. Taigi konfliktas ne tik fiziSkai su-
naikino, bet ir sukélé didelius nuostolius, nes buvo prarastas ty, kurie galéjo prisidéti prie
tautos vystymosi, intelektualinis ir kulttrinis indélis.

Karabacho konfliktas ir vélesni karai, kuriuos kursté armény ultranacionalistai, pada-
lijo armény ir azerbaidzanieciy socialine, ekonomine ir politine istorija j ,pries” ir ,po“”.
Tai jspaudé ilgalaikj pédsaka kolektyvinéje atmintyje, pripildytoje bendros istorijos ir po
to sekusiy skaudziy jvykiy. Konfliktas nusineseé tukstancius azerbaidzanieciy ir armény
gyvybiy, formuodamas kolektyvine atmintj, liudijancia apie tragedija ir vis dar neispildyta
teisingumo viltj. Kad smurtas nepasikartoty, iy veiksmy kurstytojai ir vykdytojai privalo
buti patraukti atsakomybeén.

Nors aktyvus karo veiksmai baigési, humanitariné krizé tebesitesia, nes Armeénijos
pusé dar nepateiké AzerbaidZanui iSlaisvintose teritorijose palikty didZiuliy miny lauky
Zemeélapiy. Nesprogusiy miny pavojus kelia nuolatine rizika griztantiems Azerbaidzano
civiliams gyventojams, trukdo persikelti ir atstatyti gyvenvietes. Miny grésmés problema

¥ Parvin Ahanchi, Witnesses" and ,Memorizers" in the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict’, in: Azerbaijan in the World, ADA
Biweekly, No. 4 (24), pp. 3-6.
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spresti butina ne tik dél humanitariniy priezasciy, bet ir siekiant sudaryti salygas sau-
giam ir tvariam grjZimui j Sias Zemes. Siekiant sumazinti Sj pavojy, sudaryti galimybes
saugiam persikélimui ir ilgalaikiam azerbaidzaniec¢iy bendruomeniy Karabache atsiga-
vimui, butina skubi tarptautiné pagalba ir bendradarbiavimas.

Apibendrinant pazymeétina, kad Siame tyrime kolektyvinés ir individualios atminties
klausimy svarba akcentuojama ne tik kaip atminties iSsaugojimo priemoné, bet ir kaip
susitaikymo bei taikos pagrindas. Kolektyviné atmintis, visy pirma, gali buti tiltu tarp pra-
eities ir dabarties, atverianciu kelig dialogui dél taikaus susitaikymo ir konflikto spren-
dimo. Asmenuy, pavyzdziui, Salies viduje perkeltyju asmeny ir pabégeliy, pasakojimai at-
skleidZia asmeninius iSgyvenimus, kuriais iSreiSkiama atsakomybeé uz taika ir supratima.
Sie prisiminimai gali buti galingas 3altinis formuojant ateitj be $io regiono praeiciai bu-
dingo Ziauraus susiskaldymo.

Kita vertus, tie patys prisiminimai taip pat gali kurstyti priesiskus naratyvus. Jais gali
buti vél pazadinta praeities trauma ir pateisinami nauji priesiSkumo ciklai. Dél to praei-
ties klausimy sprendimas tampa ne tik istorinio tyrimo veiksmu, bet ir visy regiono suin-
teresuotyjy Saliy pareiga. Subalansuotam poziariui jtvirtinti butina pripazinti asmeniniy
netek¢iy ir kultaros paveldo sunaikinimo mastg, kartu pripazjstant bendra atsakomybe
siekiant atsigavimo ir taikaus sambuvio.
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Parvin Ahanchi

The Karabakh War and Ethnic Cleaningthrough the Eyes of Witnessand Researcher
(Social anthropological research)

Summary

This article is based on eyewitness testimonies regarding the ethnic cleansing practices carried out
by Armenian ultranationalists against ethnic Azerbaijanis during the Karabakh conflict (Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict) and the First Karabakh War (1988-1994). Since 1988, ethnic cleansing has been a
prevalent form of violence directed at ethnic Azerbaijanis, resulting in the forcible displacement of
approximately one million individuals from the Karabakh region and Armenia. The paper examines
the Karabakh conflict and ethnic cleansing through oral testimonies, which provide substantial evi-
dence of atrocities committed against Azerbaijanis. These atrocities have deep historical roots, mar-
ked by violent ethnic conflicts, such as the Armenian-Muslims massacres of 1905 and 1918, and the
widespread terror inflicted by Armenian chauvinists on Azerbaijani populations. These incidents in-
volved the systematic targeting and destruction of Azerbaijani villages1, culminating in severe acts of
violence and genocide? in the South Caucasus between 1917 and 19213. The events were marked by
large-scale ethnic violence and mass killings, resulting in widespread loss of life and deepening tensi-
ons between the Armenian and Azerbaijani communities. These events left lasting scars on the region
and intensified ethnic and territorial conflicts that shaped subsequent historical developments. This
paper also addresses a lesser-known aspect of the Nagorno—-Karabakh conflict: thehelicopter crash
that resulted in the deaths of 44 passengers, primarily women and children, and 3 crew members.
This article brings to light the human and environmental catastrophes resulting from the ethnic cle-
ansing and terror acts committed during the Karabakh conflict. Incorporating Azerbaijani eyewitness
testimonies and a historical analysis of Armenian media disinformation highlights the critical need to
confront these atrocities as part of a path toward justice and reconciliation.

Keywords: Karabakh conflict and ethnic cleansing, Armenian terror acts, crimes against humanity,
collective trauma, collective memory.
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Preface

The full-scale invasion of Ukraine that Russia launched on 24 February 2022 was an attack
on the European security architecture and peaceful cooperation between nations that
the international community had created and consolidated after World War Il in order to
prevent future armed inter-ethnic conflicts on the Old Continent. The Russian Federation,
as the successor of one of the winners of this war — the Soviet Union - acquired United
Nations Security Council veto power, which it now cynically uses to block the initiatives of
other members to condemn Russian aggression against the sovereignty of a neighbouring
country and to try to resolve the ongoing Russo-Ukrainian War peacefully. However,
when this war began, in addition to the fragile balance of power achieved in post-war
Europe being violated and the generally accepted rules of international coexistence being
demonstrably broken, the provisions formulated at that time of how war crimes should
be assessed in general and who to incriminate as the evil that caused them that were,
inter alia, consolidated by pan-European means of history politics, were also attacked.
The evidence of mass killings of civilians left in Kyiv's suburbs of Bucha and Irpen, or in
Mariupol and other Ukrainian cities, have revealed the widespread genocidal practices of
the current Russian army, which, for the first time since the Srebrenica massacre, when
the Bosnian Serb Republican Army perpetrated the genocidal killing of local Muslims in
1995, brought the issue of genocide back to the current European political agenda. It is
also surprising that in justifying its aggression by the need to “denazify” Ukraine, Russia
is interpreting the postulates of the post-war Nuremberg Consensus in a very unique
way. These new geopolitical circumstances prompt a rethinking of the historical and legal

” ou

characteristics and distinctions of concepts and phenomena such as “genocide”, “ethnic

cleansing”, “mass killing”, “terrorist tactics” and “war crimes”. In addition, the growing
insecurity of the post-Soviet region, which threatens its destabilisation, calls into question
the effectiveness of the preventive pedagogical and civic programmes and measures that
were widely implemented after World War II to perpetuate the memory of war victims
and prevent the revival of Nazism. This rapidly changing situation also raises questions
of whether the historical experiences of genocides and other crimes against humanity
and their academic research can teach the current generations anything at all or guard

against their repetition in the future.

The international “Genocides: The Reality of the Past and the Present” scientific
conference that the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania (GRRCL) held
on 29 September 2023 was designed precisely to address these complex and emotionally
difficult issues. It was attended by historians and philosophers from Lithuania, Belarus,
Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Russia, and this thematic issue was prepared on the basis of
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the presentations they gave, supplemented by an article by a colleague from Uzbekistan
who had planned to give a presentation at the conference, but unfortunately could not
attend. It should be noted that even the fates of the foreign authors of the texts published
in this issue well illustrate the atmosphere of these turbulent times, as practically all
of them have personally experienced the lot of a forced emigrant or displaced person
in escaping wars or political persecution by their own governments. When discussing
academic conferences that have taken place, the focus is usually on the content of the
presentations given at them and the discussions that followed, leaving aside the behind-
the-scenes of their organisation. However, this time I think the latter is also worth
mentioning, as an eloquent illustration of what a sensitive, delicate and diplomatic
subject we were dealing with. One of the guest speakers from Armenia was meant to
give a presentation about the Armenian Genocide of 1915. However, when he saw the
name of an Azerbaijani presenter on the final conference programme, and that she was
going to speak about the Nagorno-Karabakh tragedy, which she was an eyewitness and
victim of herself, the Armenian colleague gave the conference organisers an ultimatum:
either he changes the topic of his presentation to mirror the presentation of the guest
from Azerbaijan, or he refuses to participate at all. After consulting with the GRRCL,
we decided not to accept the ultimatum. Our event is an academic one, and we have no
desire to turn it into an arena for settling long-standing scores between two nations or
an international scandal. Moreover, international law recognises Nagorno-Karabakh as
part of Azerbaijan, and while preparing for the conference, we could not have foreseen
an escalation of the conflict on the very days of this event, when, taking advantage of
Russia being weakened due to its position on the Ukrainian front, Azerbaijan finally took
back the disputed territories. On the other hand, unlike the Armenian scholar, I know the
colleague from Azerbaijan personally, so we were confident that there would be nothing
unexpected or unpleasant from her. On the contrary, since I had the chance to visit both
countries several times and talk about the Karabakh conflict with representatives of the
two nations, I got the impression that this problem is too sensitive, deep and painful there
for it to somehow be settled through dialogue or other means acceptable to both sides.
However, Dr Parvin Ahanchi was the only person I met in the South Caucasus who was
sincerely looking for opportunities for reconciliation between the two nations, no matter
how hopeless it seemed, despite the fact that, as a native of Karabakh herself, she had lost
both her home and her beloved husband to war and ethnic cleansing, making her a widow
with a three-year-old son at the age of 37. She still does not have her own home, because
Azerbaijanlost the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, so its veterans and victims do not receive
government compensation of any significance to this day (unlike the participants in the
Second Nagorno-Karabakh War, which they won). However, when we came up with the
idea of replacing the speaker from Armenia with the well-known Russian philosopher and
historical memory researcher Dr Aleksey Kamenskikh, the latter also had his conditions -
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he would only participate if the Ukrainian colleagues who had already been invited did not
object. And even though Kamenskikh was forced to become a political émigré soon after
the beginning of the war in 2022 because he is a regional board member for Memorial
(a Russian human rights organisation for the study and memory of Stalinist repressions
that, after being persecuted and ultimately shut down in Russia by Vladimir Putin’s regime
in 2021, was one of the three recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize a year later), he feels deep
personal guilt and responsibility for the crimes the regime is currently committing in
Ukraine. However, neither of the Ukrainian guest speakers - Dr Hanna Bazhenova and
Dr Yurii Latysh - objected to his participation, and thus, the experience of organising this
conference showed that crimes against humanity are still an open wound, and trying
to talk about them in an academically neutral and psychologically detached manner is
walking on thinice...

The events discussed during the conference and the ones that followed showed how
closely everything is interconnected and how violence events tend to expand and multiply.
Russia’sinvasion of Ukraine and Vladimir Putin’s efforts to challenge the US-led global order
have emboldened and strengthened other outsiders of the international political system,
such as Iran, Serbia and North Korea. After 7 October 2023, when Hamas attacked Israel
and Israel retaliated, global media attention shifted from Ukraine to the Middle East. The
global protests that ensued against Israel’s policies toward Palestinian civilians are likely
to raise the uncomfortable question of whether genocide can be committed by people
whose parents and grandparents experienced it so recently themselves. Meanwhile, after
Azerbaijan’s decisive victory in the conflict that had been going on for more than two
decades, the residents of the former Armenian enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh were forced
to flee to Armenia in 2020 for fear of ethnic cleansing. When I visited Nagorno-Karabakh
in April 2024 as part of a conference in Baku on the history and culture of Caucasian
Albania, the so-called Russian peacekeepers had just begun their withdrawal from its
territory, which they completed in June, and the region was still licking the wounds of
devastation. Along the way, we saw home-made memorials by each city or town dedicated
to the Azerbaijani soldiers who died during the retaking of these territories (while in the
centre of Baku, the military equipment that was used in the battles was on display). Access
to this area is still tightly controlled and restricted by the government and is only possible
through one checkpoint, since only a small portion of the liberated lands have been
demined, so Karabakh is still unsafe to this day. My visit to this region that has suffered so
much left a conflicting and depressing impression - beautiful natural surroundings filled
with ruins and silence - an area that is still practically uninhabited, even though roads
and infrastructure are already being built, and the government is encouraging former
refugees to return, promising generous grants for settlement. It can be assumed that this
excursion was not an end in itself or meant to satisfy the curiosity of foreign scholars. Its
participants - prominent researchers of the ancient history of the region — were shown
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several completely destroyed towns with intact Christian churches that had relatively
unscathed gravestones in their churchyards so that they could authoritatively testify to
the camera that Azerbaijan respects its Christian (just not Armenian, but local, Albanian!)
heritage. This truly clever and subtle propaganda manipulation leads us to the issue
of genocide not only as a crime against people, but also as a crime against culture and
heritage, which the participants of the conference in Vilnius also allocated considerable
attention to.

Genocide and ethnic cleansing, both in the past and the present, would seem to of-
fer politicians what might appear to be an easy solution to long-standing, complex and
multi-layered problems. A solution where you no longer need to look for compromises
or persuade and negotiate with your opponents, especially if there is no one left to ne-
gotiate with... In a situation of increasingly polarised and intolerant politics and a grow-
ing existential threat, which is constantly fuelled by hostile military alliances or ethnic
groups with a long history of mutual grievances, this idea of physical elimination starts
to look attractive again. And most importantly, the international community, and espe-
cially the United States, have proved to be no longer capable of acting in a timely and ef-
ficient manner with respect to the aforementioned conflicts. The system of international
humanitarian law established after World War II and the UN Convention on the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide may have been meant to prevent future
mass atrocities, but today they can no longer ensure that these agreements are observed.
Meanwhile, calls from the expert community and genocide researchers for countries and
armed groups to stop violating international law no longer have much of an impact. Even
worse, the results of legal liability and punishment for mass atrocities committed are no
less deplorable, so the perpetrators of mass crimes who remain unpunished can continue
their evils. Here one can see a direct link between the fact that unlike Nazism, the crimes
of communism, like the Marxist ideology itself, with few exceptions, were never univer-
sally condemned and their perpetrators were never punished, and the current, already
documented, crimes against humanity committed by Russia in Ukraine. This forces us to
alsoreconsider the effectiveness and meaningfulness of the history politics implemented
in the post-Soviet region, especially when it tends to be cleverly manipulated with goals
that are contrary to peaceful international cooperation. This is precisely what was done at
the GRRCL conference and accompanying discussions.

Unfortunately, this issue does not include a piece on the political instrumentalisation
of the “genocide of the Belarusian people” in the context of the 2020 protests by Belaru-
sian historian and European Humanities University Professor Dr Iryna Ramanava, who
spoke at the conference but was too busy to prepare the article. It also does not include
two presentations given by Lithuanian speakers - Vilna Gaon Museum of Jewish Histo-
ry employees Danuté Sel¢inskaja and Teresé Biruté Burauskaité — about people who res-
cued Jews in Lithuania (during the event, there was also an exhibition of photographs and
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documents at the Tuskulénai Peace Park Conference Centre to highlight the stories of the
Righteous Among the Nations), which give hope that even in the direst circumstances,
humanity can be saved. Meanwhile, Dr Rasa Cepaitiené (GRRCL) delved into the contexts
of the development and change of European history politics and the place of genocides in
them. The article based on this presentation provides a more detailed analysis of politi-
cal exploitation of the Holocaust and its competition with the efforts to politically exploit
the victims of communist crimes in post-socialist and post-Soviet countries. The author
asserts that the so-called “Nuremberg Consensus” that was reached in post-war Europe
tends to regard the totalitarian experience of Central and Eastern European countries as
a competitor rather than an equal participant in the dialogue to the prevailing narrative
in the EU of “the Holocaust as humanity’s greatest tragedy” and “Nazism as absolute evil”,
which is why there are still so many misunderstandings and conflicts with the national
perspective of the history of the middle and second half of the 20th century, as has be-
come more and more noticeable in the Lithuanian public arena in recent years. However,
the model of cosmopolitan memory established on a pan-European scale in West Germa-
ny after the war, which opposes the doctrine of constitutional patriotism to nationalism,
is increasingly challenged today not only by Central and Eastern Europeans, but also by
representatives of post-colonial societies and their emigrants, who have already integrat-
ed well into the Western academic environment. On the other hand, more and more ex-
perts on the subject also assert that the tendency for states to increasingly regulate and
sanction interpretations of the past makes the field of history politics manipulative and
prone to power games, especially when focusing on elevating their own victims while ig-
noring or diminishing others. And this is increasingly beginning to conflict not only with
the freedom of academic research, but also with the democratic diversity of opinions.
Critics are calling more and more loudly to dare to question the prevailing attitude that
does not avoid anachronisms and tends to moralise history, and that has supporters who
do not hesitate to punish or silence even professional historians for deviations from the
established “canon”.

The political use (and often - abuse) of victimisation tends to leave aside the question
of what really happened to the victims of war and genocide and what long-term conse-
quences this has for the lives of entire generations and societies. This question is exam-
ined by Dr Parvin Ahanchi, who attempts to reconcile seemingly incompatible things in
her text - a personal testimony of the atrocities she experienced and an unaffected aca-
demic study and analysis of them. Meanwhile, Dr Azim Malikov's text, which provides an
overview of Uzbekistan’s history politics and an analysis of the Museum of Victims of Po-
litical Repression in Tashkent, reveals how the crimes of the previous regime are reflected
and used in the society where a new authoritarianism has taken hold. If the experience of
the Uzbeks in this regard was quite close to the experiences of other post-Soviet countries,
then the study conducted by Dr Aleksey Kamenskikh would show that neither during the
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Soviet eranor after the collapse of the USSR did Russia manage to unequivocally condemn
the crimes of communism, and the memory of Stalinist repressions, after a certain period
of fluctuation when it seemed to be recognised even at a more official level, is now again
being abruptly pushed out of the public arena while re-Stalinisation is intensifying in the
country. Finally, the articles by Dr Hanna Bazhenova from the Institute of Central Europe
in Lublin and Dr Yurii Latysh delve into the current human and cultural losses in Ukraine
and the possibilities of interpreting them using the concept of genocide. This question, ob-
viously, has caused considerable debate among experts. Some experts tend to view these
atrocities through the framework of jus ad bellum and jus in bello, thus concluding that
the acts committed are just random and unplanned cases of violence. However, another
group of scholars analyses these violent events through the prism of genocide, placing
them in a broader historical, political and cultural context of Russia’s full-scale aggression
against Ukraine. Bazhenova’s article contributes to the latter line of research by examining
war crimes committed by the Russian military against the civilian population of Ukraine
during the full-scale conflict and identifying signs of genocidal intent through historical
and legal prisms. In addition, the article examines the systematic destruction of the coun-
try’s cultural heritage, which can be seen as evidence of the intention to at least partially
destroy Ukrainians as an ethnic group protected by the UN Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. Meanwhile, Latysh convincingly connects the
crimes committed by the Putin regime in Ukraine with the Holodomor engineered by its
ideological predecessor - Stalinism - in 1932-1933, which, like now, was directed against
the possibility of forming and consolidating the Ukrainian political nation.

The topics discussed at the conference, some of which were expanded upon in this is-
sue of the magazine presented for the attention of readers, make it possible to draw direct
and close connections between the crimes against humanity that have taken place in his-
tory and the current genocidal practices. Countries may have different policies towards
them, but the political use of history, as evidenced by the cases discussed here in more
detail, does not always lead to an honest reflection on these tragic events, repentance of
the guilty, or efforts to reconcile both sides - on the contrary. Although there are coun-
tries that base their political and civil identity on the genocide they experienced (Arme-
nia, Israel, partly Ukraine as well), as the vicissitudes of international (non)recognition
of various genocides would show, this often does not lead to empathy and sensitivity to
the pain experienced by others. This sad state of affairs could lead genocide researchers
or educators working in places of collective violence to despair and helplessness, but we
should not give up, because the crimes committed have no statute of limitations, and nei-
ther does our duty as professional historians to recognise and understand them for the
sake of peace.

Dr Rasa Cepaitiené
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The concepts of “genocide” and “crimes against humanity”, which crystallised in Western
legal and intellectual discourse in the 1960s, have been actively exploited in various
domestic political struggles and international relations (the most prominent examples
being the Holocaust and the Ukrainian Holodomor), and this has implications for the
politics of history. The last 20 years have witnessed significant changes in the European
Union's historical politics, both in the EU’s enlargement to the East and in the EU’s own
role in the world. Whereas the narrative that emerged in West Germany in the 1970s and
1980s and was consolidated in the EU in the 1980s and 1990s centred on the Holocaust as
an event unique in world history in terms of its scale and consequences, with the wave of
EU enlargement in 2004 it was challenged by the new EU members. The latter proposed
to treat Nazi and Soviet totalitarianism equally, thus equating the Gulag with the Holocaust.
This has made European historical politics more complicated and more susceptible to
internal disagreements and misunderstandings between members. The aim of this
article is to elaborate on the legal and political exploitation of the concept of ‘genocide’
in the intellectual discourse of the emerging European Community, and to identify the
challenges posed to it by the new geopolitical circumstances, ranging from the collapse
of the Soviet Union to the military invasion of Ukraine by Russia in 2022. Finally, the
recent challenges posed by post-colonial and human rights discourses are discussed in
more detail, disrupting the established politics of European history, even in Germany
itself, which has been at the forefront of their formation and global implementation. The
conclusion is that, despite attempts to find points of contact and compromise between
these different models of memory, a consensus that satisfies everyone is unfortunately
not currently possible, and is unlikely to ever be achieved.

Keywords: politics of history, Holocaust, Gulag, decolonisation, human rights.
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Introduction

The concept of genocide, which crystallised in Western legal and intellectual discourse
in the 1950s, has proved over time to be productive to understand the past, the present,
and, unfortunately, the future. Especially in the late 20th and early 21st century
genocide studies, focusing mostly on the Holocaust, have expanded both historically
and geographically to include earlier eras, new continents and new cases.! However, the
ever-expanding geographical and thematical field of application of the concept has also
highlighted the issues that arise in its legal, political and academic use. Most notably, this
has caused the inevitable tension between rigid and inflexible legal definitions of the
concept and the multifaceted reality of mass atrocities, which researchers have explored
through fields such as criminology, history, anthropology, law, the study of violence, war
and armed conflict, propaganda, gender studies and the history of ideas. Moreover, as
experts on the subject note, “the legal and political consequences and the benefits that
accrued due to ‘achieving genocide status’ exerted a powerful push towards discussing
historical events using a simplistic ‘genocide or not’ binary mode, a process plagued by
political pressures”?

However, due to the sensitivity of the subject, genocides and mass crimes have never
been, and are still never, only the subject of research that seeks impartiality and objec-
tivity. They are particularly actively exploited in various political contexts and the field
of international relations (the Holocaust and the Ukrainian Holodomor being the most
prominent examples), which brings us to the question of the usage of this concept in the
field of politics of history on the national and international levels.

The last 20 years have seen significant changes in the politics of history in Europe,
both as a result of the EU’s enlargement to the East and its own changing role in the
world3. In the 1970s and 1980s, a historical narrative emerged in West Germany and in
the 1980s and 1990s it was established at EU level, with the Holocaust at its centre as an
event unique in world history in its scale and impact (the so-called Nuremberg Cocon-

1 There is a series of journals devoted exclusively to this topic, such as Holocaust and Genocide Studies (launched in
1986), Genocide Studies and Prevention (launched in 1994) and Journal of Genocide Research (launched in 1999). There
are also encyclopaedias, such as Jacques Sémelin's Encyclopédie en ligne des violences de masse (2008) and Violence
de masse et Résistance - Réseau de recherche (2008) (https://www. sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-massacre-resis-
tance), or Israel W. Charny's Encyclopedia of Genocide (2000), Donald Bloxham's and Anthony Dirk Moses's The Oxford
Handbook of Genocide Studies (2010) and Jens Meierhenrich's Genocide: A Reader (2014).

2 Andrea Graziosi and Frank E. Sysyn, “Introduction. Genocide and Mass Categorical Violence”, in: Genocide. The
Power and Problems of a Concept, edited by Andrea Graziosi and Frank E. Sysyn, Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University
Press, 2022, p. 3.

3 Arnercert Mumep, ‘BemeHue. Bosbiine riepeMeHbl. YTO HOBOTO B IIOJIUTHKE TMAMATU U B ee U3ydeHuu?’, in:
Ionumuka namsmu 8 cogpemeHHoU Poccuu U cmpaHax BocmouHotl E8porbl. AKMOPb!, UHCMUMYmMbl, HAppamusbl,
oz pex. A. Munepa, [I. Edpemenro, CaHkt-Iletepbypr: ETY, 2020, ¢. 8.
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sensus)*. However, at the beginning of the 21st century, with the wave of EU enlarge-
ment in 2004, it was challenged by the new Member States. Post-communist Central
and Eastern European (CEE) countries were given a “soft” condition for joining the Eu-
ropean Union to consolidate the national commemoration of the Holocaust and ensure
the preservation of Jewish heritage, and for some time simulated obedience to these
provisions. But it also challenged the national narrative of “two totalitarianisms” and
“sacrifice and suffering” that spontaneously emerged in those countries during and
just after the collapse of the USSR. It turned into attempts to equate Nazi and Soviet re-
gimes by treating the crimes committed by both of them in the same way, thus equating
the Gulag with the Holocaust.® These attempts made European historical politics more
complicated and more susceptible to internal disagreements and conflicts. In recent
years, the politics of the history of the European Union and its Member States have been
further complicated by the entry into the field of reflection of post-coloniality and de-
veloping a “human rights” discourse. How and why did this situation develop, and with
what results?

In light of these important questions, the aim of this article is to analyse the political
exploitation of the concept of genocide in the intellectual discourse of the emerging Euro-
pean community. It will outline the challenges posed to it by the new geopolitical context,
from the collapse of the Soviet Union to the military invasion of an independent Ukraine
by Russia in 2022, and the Israel-Palestinian conflict that started in 2023.

The origins of the European politics of history

One of the first to use the concept of “working through the past” was the Frankfurt
School sociologist Theodor Adorno in 1959, when he critically reflected on the causes
and consequences of the repressive practices characteristic of dictatorships.® The at-
tempt to analyse the experience of “coming to terms with the past” in societies that had
been previously dominated by a system of state-organised terror was the main idea
behind this work. In the decades since the end of the Second World War, the range of
measures developed to deal with the past in Europe has been quite diverse. In soci-
eties seeking to overcome authoritarian or totalitarian legacies, the processes of re-
interpreting a repressive past may include not only various socio-political, cultural,
historical and educational initiatives, but also different legal or administrative mea-

4 Michele Battini, The Missing Italian Nuremberg. Cultural Amnesia and Postwar Politics, London: Palgrave MacMillan,
2007, pp. 115-124.

5 Kristen Ghodsee, ‘A Tale of ‘Two Totalitarianisms" The Crisis of Capitalism and the Historical Memory of Commu-
nism History of the Present”, in: A Journal of Critical History, 2014, No. 4 (2), pp. 115-142.

¢ Theodor W. Adorno, Critical Models: Interventions and Catchwords, New York: Columbia University Press, 2005,
pp. 89-103.
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sures, better known as transitional justice measures.” Transitional justice is generally
understood as a range of legal mechanisms through which countries seeking to build
their social and political life on new democratic and legal foundations attempt to pun-
ish those responsible for crimes and to respond to systematic human rights violations
by previous regimes.®

As we know, the first significant experience of transitional justice in modern history
was the large-scale denazification programme carried out in post-war Germany by the
allies of the anti-Hitler coalition. Initiated and launched by the Allied powers - primarily
the USA - the denazification included: the liquidation of the Nationalsozialistische
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei [National Socialist German Workers' Party]; the liquidation of all
other Nazi, Nazi-related or subordinate organisations; the filtration of German officials
and civil servants, and archive checks; the setting of five levels of sanctions against Nazis;
work restrictions for exposed party activists and the purging of social institutions of Nazi
ideology.® All laws passed during the Nazi period to consolidate the regime, including
racial laws, were repealed. Courts at all levels were closed, reopened only after filtration of
law enforcement personnel. The education system at all levels was also denazificated. A
ban on hiring ex-Nazis for senior positions in any commercial structure was introduced.
The Americans made sure that the denazification they started was carried out in all four
occupation zones. However, since the German public did not look favourably on American
initiatives in the field of denazification, the German authorities in charge applied lighter
penalties or assessments. This, as well as the nominal punishments for the real Nazis and
the real punishments for the nominal supporters of Hitlerism, effectively discredited the
whole process in the eyes of German society. The internal strife between the Allies and the
outbreak of the Cold War made the denazification process increasingly ineffective, and
the rush was on to complete the process by 1948-1949. In reality, post-war denazification
of Germany was rather superficial. Most Germans confined themselves to condemning
Adolf Hitler's regime and his henchmen, without feeling in any way involved in the
crimes he committed (similarly, post-war French historical politics avoided recalling
the Vichy regime and complicity with the Nazis to maximise the ranks of the anti-Nazi
resistance).”® This situation led some German intellectuals to criticise the moral climate

7 Ruti G. Teitel, Transitional Justice, New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.
8  Ruti G. Teitel, Globalizing Transitional Justice. Contemporary Essays, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013, p. xii.

®  Eprenus JlesuHa, XX eek: mpopabomxa Ipownoro. IIpakmuku repexo0Horo Mmpasocyous U oNUMuKa Namsamu 8
6blswux oukmamypax, l'epmaHus, Poccus, cmpaHbl LieHmpanbHol u BocmouHou Egporsl, Mocksa: HIIO, 2023, c. 32—
160; Francis Graham-Dixon, The Allied Occupation of Germany: The Refugee Crisis, Denazification and the Path to Re-
construction, London: I. B. Tauris, 2013; Mikkel Dack, Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany: The Fragebogen and
Political Screening during the Allied Occupation, Cambridge, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2023.

1 Henry Rousseau, Le syndrome de Vichy de 1944 a nos jours, Paris: Seuil, 1990.
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in the country. Karl Jaspers,* and later Theodor Adorno,”? began to raise the question
of collective “German guilt” - i. e. to demand responsibility not only from specific war
criminals, but also from the whole nation. The emergence and consolidation of the topics
of National Socialism and the Holocaust as the dominant narrative in the political field
of German history, pointed out that this process was by no means homogeneous or
always smooth.”* While the Soviet satellite, the GDR, created and consolidated the myth
of the “anti-fascist” state, the GFR had come a long way from ignoring the subject of the
Jewish genocide and the German public’s responsibility for it in the first decade of the
post-war period. The concern was more about survival and economic recovery through
the disputes between representatives of different ideological camps, in which historians
and publicists played perhaps the most important role in the 1960s and 1970s to make
National Socialism a cornerstone of German historical consciousness. In the context of
the events of 1968 when, in the wake of the left-wing and anti-fascist social debates and
the unrest they inspired, there was an intensive effort to reshape and heal German identity
based on collective guilt, repentance and reparations to victims. The “overcoming history”
programme was launched by the German Social Democrat Chancellor Willy Brandt, whose
famous kneeling in the Warsaw Jewish ghetto on 7 December 1970 in front of the ghetto
uprising monument became a widely publicised media event. The programme covered
all fields of life, from education to the culture of remembrance, and was a major injection
of energy and intellectual and financial resources. It was at this time that the foundations
were laid for a number of postulates that would later become unquestionable, and which
would quickly spread throughout Europe and the world. The first is that the Holocaust is a
unique phenomenon in human history, unparalleled and unmatched by any other ethnic
cleansing or genocide of the past or future. Secondly, the National Socialist period has
had such a negative impact on the German identity and self-understanding that it must
be reshaped by adopting the concept of post-nationalism. Jiirgen Habermas has called
this “constitutional patriotism™* which, following the example of the USA or France and
abandoning ethnic definitions, would be based on the universal values of freedom, human
rights and democracy. There were also attempts to rewrite German history from a post-

. KarlJaspers, The Question of German Guilt, New York: Fordham University Press, 2001, pp. 55-74. In this book, pub-
lished in 1946, the German philosopher and psychiatrist sought to help Germans who were perplexed by the after-
math of the Second World War and the Holocaust to answer the questions: “How could it have happened that we took
partinit? . If [ didnt kill anyone, am I guilty of what happened to the Jews?” and so on. Jaspers, in an attempt to avoid
what he calls “the flat chatter of guilt’, distinguished between four forms of guilt: criminal, political, moral and meta-
physical.

2 Teomop AOPHO, “YTO O3HAYAET «ITIPOPAbOTKA ITPOIIIOT0»”, in: HerpuKkocHo8eHHbIU 3artac, 2005, N2, 40-41, ¢. 36-46.

B Stefan Berger, Christoph Conrad, The Past as History: National Identity and Historical Consciousness in Modern Eu-
rope, ser: Writing the Nation, London: Palgrave MacMillan, 2015, pp. 321-322.

“  Jan-Werner Muller, Kim Lane Scheppele, “Constitutional Patriotism: An Introduction’, in: International Journal of
Constitutional Law, 2007, No. 6, pp. 67-71.
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national perspective, emphasising the process of Westernisation that had supposedly
been going on since the 13th century.® After the merger of East and West Germany in
1990 these tendencies were reinforced, although there were some tentative attempts to
go beyond the new ideological taboos, reminding the public that Germans themselves had
beenthevictims - atleast some of them - of the Nazis. The reshaping of German historical
memory and collective identity, as well as the process of European unification that began
in 1950, were seen as a cure for the relapse of German nationalism and militarism. In the
long run, the European politics of history took on the characteristics of an unquestioned
canon or catechism.® This is similar in expression to the politics of history developed on
the other side of Europe in Russia, which is also dominated by the unquestioned narrative
of the “Great Victory against Nazism”, “fascism as the absolute evil” and the “Greatest
Sacrifice of Soviet People”. Thus, despite the obvious qualitative differences, the politics
of Western and Russian history shared a remarkable common feature: the tendency of
memory narratives to use top-level rhetorical figures (superlatives) - what could be called
a superlative memory politics.

So, the most important consequence of German denazification was the clear and un-
ambiguous administrative, legal and political evaluation of the Nazi regime. It was wel-
comed by the general public. In the long term, the denazification of German identity and
public space was also carried out, the reshaping of German self-consciousness was made,
and the German sense of collective guilt and responsibility was consolidated. The denazi-
fication of Germany was the precursor and model for all the transitional justice measures
that were subsequently implemented later in various countries around the world.” Thus,
the origins of the Western model of the politics of history lie in the Nuremberg Trials of
1946, where Nazism was condemned by the International Military Tribunal as an anti-hu-
man ideology that led to extremely serious crimes against humanity.®® Since then, some
countries - especially those with fascist or pro-fascist regimes before 1945 - have also in-
troduced norms condemning fascism and banning fascist parties, movements and sym-
bols into their legislation.

The long-standing and consistent German work on the politics of history, known as
Vergangenheitsbewiltigung (overcoming the past) and Aufarbeitung der Vergangenheit
(working through the past), has come to be seen as exemplary in other European
countries. This has become particularly relevant in a period when the socialist regimes

5 Heinrich A. Winkler, Germany: The Long Road West: Vol. 2:1933-1990, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007.

6 Anthony D. Moses, “The German Catechism’, in: Geschichte der Gegenwart, <https://geschichtedergegenwart.ch/
the-german-catechism/>, [2021-05-23].

¥ Encyclopedia of Transitional Justice, edited by Lavina Stan and Nadya Nedelsky, New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2015, Vol. [, 11, IIL.

8 Frederick Taylor, Exorcising Hitler. The Occupation and Denazification of Germany, London: Bloomsbury, 2013.
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in Eastern Europe collapsed, followed by the USSR. The 1980s saw the demise of most of
Latin America’s military dictatorships and the rigidly authoritarian governments of East
Asia. In 1994, the apartheid regime in South Africa came to an end. All these events, as
well as the Yugoslavia crisis of the 1990s, generated an important inquiry into “reckoning
with the past”, the history of human rights violations and other crimes of dictatorial
regimes, and the question of compensation for the victims of these crimes. A growing
number of influential international NGOs have been involved in this work, making the
topic of “accounting for the past” an important part of world politics. The ideological
confrontation of the Cold War was over and the issue of human rights came to the forefront
of international relations, which gradually took on the characteristics of an ideology. It
was not only a combination of moral imperatives (“never again”) but also of expectations
for a successful future for societies. The Europeanisation of memory, seen primarily as a
discovery of the guilt of European societies for the crimes of the Holocaust and a quest for
repentance,led to a cosmopolitan politics of history concerned with the introduction of a
“critical patriotism”. This emphasised not the glorious, but rather the disgraceful episodes
of the national past, and which intersected with the local narrative of “struggles and
sufferings” that had dominated in the CEE up to that time. On the other hand, the adepts
of cosmopolitan memory were convinced of the need to create supranational historical
narratives that transcended the traditional inter-ethnic conflicts and animosities, which
eventually led to the implementation of joint history textbook writing and other similar
academic or educational projects.?

This cosmopolitan relationship to 20th century European history, enshrined at the top
of EU politics, is still regarded in many places as a normative and universal “cure for evil”?*
This obscures, marginalises or denies alternative views, favouring the “right” evaluations
of the past while condemning the “wrong”. Paradoxically, it first took root in the democ-
racies and countries of Western Europe where there is civil society, freedom of speech
and diversity of opinion. However, this internal contradiction was immediately covered up
by the belief that the moral aspects of the management of the past were more important
than the political ones, which were considered irrelevant in this case. Although the term
“politics of memory” (Geschichtspolitik), coined at the German Historikerstreit (Historians’
Dispute) in 1986-1987, initially had a negative connotation,? it has increasingly come to
be associated with democratisation efforts in post-authoritarian societies as geopolitical

® Anenpa AccMaH, JIMuHHAs meHb IIPOWIoro: MeMopuaibHas Kyibmypa U Ucmopu4eckas rmonumuka, MocKBa:
HJIO, 2014; Ljiljana Radonic¢, “Post-Communist Invocation of Europe: Memorial Museums' Narratives and the
Europeanization of Memory’, National Identities, 2017, No. 19 (2), pp. 269-288.

20 Ana Bull, Hans Hansen, “On Agonistic Memory”, in: Memory Studies, 2016, No. 9 (4), pp. 390-404.

2 Tzyetan Todorov, “Memory as a Remedy for Evil’, in: Journal of International Criminal Justice, 2009, No. 7 (3),
DPD. 447-462.

2 Anercent Mwiep, ‘BeeneHue. Bonbirne riepeMeHst., ¢. 10.
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circumstances have changed. Collective memory was considered to be the domain of the
implementation of liberal democratic civil values. Conflicts arising from different inter-
pretations of the past were expected to be a temporary condition, which should eventually
lead to a balanced position in the creation of a common, mutually satisfactory narrative to
overcome the injustices and grievances of the past. A plethora of international institutions
and instruments, both governmental and societal, have been created to explore, assess
and overcome the totalitarian past of European nations. Their main objective has been to
turn the atrocities of the past into a tool for peace in the present and in the future.? Soon,
the confrontation of this admittedly idealistic and rather naive approach with the national
historical policies of the CEE countries in the context of EU enlargement exposed its short-
comings. This conflict remained rather latent, as the countries of the post-socialist and
post-Soviet region imitated the adoption of the Western cosmopolitan canon of history
as a “common European value” in the hope of a quicker accession to the EU.?* But as time
went on, misunderstandings between old and new EU Member States increased.

Debates on “two totalitarianisms”

The Hungarian scholar Maté Zombory argues that EU enlargement has encouraged the
CEE candidate countries to respond to the demand for recognition of the uniqueness of
the Holocaust in the field of political power, but also to try to equate it with the memory
of communism.? This also meant a similar effort to universalise and criminalise their
assessments, arguing that all victims of totalitarianisms deserve to be treated equally,
regardless of the cause of their suffering. This was of course not limited to the Gulag, but
included national-level crimes against humanity, such as the Ukrainian Holodomor of
1932-1933 and the Kazakh famine of 1928-1934 (Asharshylyk), which was known as the
“Great Evil”. The initiatives of CEE countries to bring the two totalitarian regimes into
line, not only at national level but also at EU level, have therefore provoked resentment
from both influential Jewish organisations and Russia.?® According to the Ukrainian
historian Georgiy Kasyanov, a paradoxical situation has arisen: on the one hand, the turn
to history and memory, which is necessary for self-assertion, has led to the restoration of
cultural/ethnic nationalism, exemplified in the 19th and 21st centuries. On the other hand,

2 Aleida Assmann, Linda Shortt, “Memory and Political Change: Introduction’, in: Memory and Political Change, edit-
ed by Aleida Assmann, Linda Shortt, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012, p. 1.

2 Ivan Krastev, Stephen Holmes, “Explaining Eastern Europe: Imitation and its Discontents’, in: Journal of Democra-
¢y, 2018, No. 29 (3), pp. 117-128.

2% Maté Zombory, “The Birth of the Memory of Communism: Memorial Museums in Europe’, in: Nationalities Papers,
2017, No. 45 (6), pp. 1028-1046.

2 Laure Neumayer, The Criminalization of Communism in the European Political Space after the Cold War, London:
Routledge, 2018.
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“Europeanisation’, following the EU model, implied the neutralisation of the cultural and
political forms that threatened ethno-nationalism. After 1990, the main stimulus was a
“return to the roots” and the restoration of national consciousness. After 2000, a certain
defensive function was added, linked to the desire to defend cultural identity within the EU
framework, especially in the face of the voluntary surrender of part of sovereignty. At the
same time, it was to demonstrate the equivalence of their historical experience, unknown
to Western Europe — above all, of course, in terms of experiences of suffering and loss. In
both cases, the legacy of communism became the common theme of historical politics.? It
has been used to justify both its “special historical role” and its “development problems”, as
well as to consolidate the fight against Russian neo-imperialism. Seeking a compromise,
in 2006 the European Parliament adopted “Resolution 1481 on the crimes of totalitarian
communist regimes”, calling on the Council of Europe to formally condemn them. The
Russian delegates (with the exception of Vladimir Zhirinovsky) did not sign this resolution.
In 2009, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) adopted aresolution in Vilnius entitled “Uniting a divided Europe: Protecting
human rights and civil liberties in the 21st century in the OSCE region”. This condemns the
crimes of the Stalinist and Nazi regimes and calls for the day of the signing of the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact to be designated as a day of remembrance of the victims of Nazism and
Stalinism. This resolution has also been strongly criticised by Russian diplomats.?®

The efforts of CEE intellectuals to draw the attention of Western Europeans to the
crimes of communism have inevitably clashed with the EU’s already strongly entrenched
“German model” politics of history and culture of remembrance. However, they have - at
least for a while - succeeded in implementing some significant initiatives in this area. In
2006, ETPA Resolution 1481 was adopted, which stated that, unfortunately

The collapse of totalitarian communist regimes in Central and Eastern Europe has not al-
ways been accompanied by an international investigation into their crimes. Moreover, the
authors of these crimes have not been brought to justice by the international community, as
in the case of the horrific crimes of National Socialism (Nazism). Thus, public awareness of
the crimes committed by totalitarian communist regimes remained low. In some countries,
communist parties are legal and active, even if in some cases they have not dissociated them-
selves from the past crimes of totalitarian communist regimes. The Assembly is convinced
that knowledge of history is one of the prerequisites for avoiding similar crimes in the future.*

27 Teopru KacksHOB, YKpauHa u cocedu. Yicmopuueckas ronumuka 1987-2018, Mocksa: HIIO, 2019, c. 85-86; Georgiy
Kasianov, “Challenges of Antagonistic Memory: Scholars versus Politics and War”, in: Memory Studies, 2022, No. 15 (6),
pp. 1295-1298.

28 "ESBO Vilniuje pasmerké ir stalinizma, ir nacizmag’, in: VzlIt, <https;//wwwxvzlt/archive/straipsnis/2009/07/03/
ESBO_Vilniuje_pasmerke_ir_stalinizma_ir_nacizma2/>, [2009-07-03].

2 Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, Resolution No. 1481 (2006), in: Need for International Condemnation of
Crimes of Totalitarian Communist Regimes, in: <https://pace.coe int/en/files/17403/html>, [2024-05-23].
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This resolution has become a solid argument in political struggles within countries,
especially as regards the politics of history, because it mentions the former communist
parties and even envisages the creation of some kind of “international organisations”
to investigate and denounce these crimes. More importantly, it equated Nazi and com-
munist crimes, perhaps for the first time in such a straightforward organisation at this
level It is easy to surmise that this equation was based on integrative intentions.

While the traumas of the CEE were acknowledged and honoured at a pan-European
level and became part of its historical policy, the Western European model of the
Holocaust as the greatest crime of humanity was introduced in the CEE. It was to replace
the essentially anti-Semitic Stalinist model that had been long established there, where
the death camps were not sites of Jewish genocide, but of war crimes against the Soviet
civilian population.3 In 2007, the European Parliament debated on the single European
law on the prosecution of the denial or trivialisation of genocide and crimes against
humanity. The representatives of the Baltic states demanded that a clause on the
criminalisation of the denial of the crimes of the communist regimes be included in the
law, but they were refused.3?In 2008 some 40 politicians, public figures, researchers and
lawyers drafted a collective text entitled “Crimes Committed by Totalitarian Regimes”.>
It served as a basis for further juxtaposition between the two totalitarian regimes of the
20th century, and was certainly also instrumental in the drafting of the 2008 Prague
Declaration on European Conscience and Communism.3* This draws attention to the
fact that Europe still does not know enough about the crimes of communist regimes
and does not realise the extent of their crimes; this lack of knowledge is the cause of
certain distortions and misunderstandings of Europe’s memories and historical policy.
For example, the Czech Republic has legally equated Nazi, fascist and communist
ideologies as crimes against humanity, but the country has an unreformed and not even
renamed Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia. This has members in its national

30 “This comparison was pioneered by Hannah Arendt in 1951", in: The Origins of Totalitarianism. The Black Book of
Communism, compiled in 1997 by French historians led by Stephane Courtois and subsequently translated into many
languages. It provides a general overview of the communist terror perpetrated on different continents and at different
times, and gives an estimate of its victims (around 100 million), many times the number of victims of other dictator-
ships. The book has been heavily criticised for trying to cover up the specificity of Nazism and Communism with dry
figures.

31 For more, see: Zigmas Vitkus, Atminties miskas. Paneriai istorijoje, kulttiroje ir politikoje, Vilnius: Lapas, 2022.

32 Arfon Rees, “Managing the History of the Past in the Former Communist States’, in: A European Memory? Contest-
ed Histories and Politics of Remembrance, edited by Malgorzata Pakier, Bo Strath, New York, Oxford: Berghahn Books,
2010, p. 231.

3 Crimes Committed by Totalitarian Regimes. Reports and Proceedings of the 8 April European Public Hearing Orga-
nized by the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the European Union (January-June 2008) and the European Commis-
sion (edited by Peter Jambrek), Ljubljana, 2008.

3¢ Prague Declaration on European Conscience and Communism, in: <https://www.praguedeclaration.eu/>, [2023-
02-12].
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parliament, in regional governments and even in the European Parliament, because the
law on lustration did not prohibit the communist leaders from contesting the democratic
elections.® The signatories of the Prague Declaration also demanded “to recognise that
many of the crimes committed in the name of communism should be treated as crimes
against humanity, thus warning future generations, just as the Nazi crimes were judged by
the Nuremberg Tribunal”3¢ They also believe that “it is necessary to formulate a common
approach to the crimes of totalitarian regimes, including communist regimes, and to
broaden the knowledge of communist crimes throughout Europe in order to clearly define
a common approach to them”3” Two other important statements of the Prague Declaration
included the demand to recognise communism as an inseparable and terrible part of
Europe’s common history, and to acknowledge the responsibility of the whole of Europe
for the crimes of communism.

The dual process of EU and NATO enlargement to the East was ideologically based on
redressing the historical injustices suffered by the Soviet-occupied CEE after the war.3®
However, the new EU Member States have been quick to point out that, compared to the
one-sided treatment of Nazism, the crimes of communism have yet to receive their due
historical, moral, political and legal weight. So the resentment of misunderstanding, of
not being heard and of not being recognised began to build up, because the West had
given these countries up in the post-war period, first to Hitler and then to Stalin. The
declaration was intended to bring about a solidarity of European attitudes towards the
crimes committed by the totalitarian regimes of the 20th century. However, more than a
decade after it was signed, there is still no legal and political consensus in either Europe
or Russia on how to approach the crimes of communism, similar to the non-negotiable
position on Nazism. The provisions of the Prague Declaration have remained largely
unimplemented. The disagreement is not only over the obvious facts - the recognition
of the Armenian or Ukrainian genocides (which are only recognised by the national
parliaments of some EU countries), the Stalinist repression of the Russian and other
peoples (such as the Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Crimean Tatars and Chechens) -
but even over the one-dimensional treatment of communism as a totalitarian ideology.*
Onthe contrary, the Western public sphere is still dominated by texts and statements that

35 "Ar Prahos deklaracija pabudins Europos sazine?”, in: Kulttiros barai, 2013, Nr. 3, p. 59.
36 Prague Declaration on European Conscience and Communism, in: <https://www.praguedeclaration.eu/>
3 Ibid.

38 Maria Mélksoo, “The Memory Politics of Becoming European: The East European Subalterns and the Collective
Memory of Europe”, in: European Journal of International Relations, 2009, No. 15 (4), p. 662.

39 Ar Prahos deklaracija pabudins Europos sazine?", in: Kulttiros barai, 2013, Nr. 3, p. 59-63.
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the Ukrainian Holodomor or the Stalinist Gulag cannot be equated with the Holocaust.*°
Thus - as already mentioned - the CEE, with its experience of both totalitarian regimes,
becomes a kind of “buffer zone of memory”, a hindrance to the merging of the narratives
of the Holocaust and of the “Great Victory over Fascism’. This offers a fundamentally
different perspective on the interpretation and evaluation of the past, a national
perspective that emphasises the need to preserve the memory of the resistance to the two
totalitarian regimes. However, perhaps the most important achievement of the Prague
Declaration was that the 2011 summit of the prime ministers of the Visegrad Group
in Prague established the European Platform for Memory and Conscience, (hereafter
“Platform”) which isintended to “support cooperation between national research institutes
specialising in the history of totalitarianism”# As of 2024, the Platform consists of a
network of 72 governmental and non-governmental organisations from 24 European and
North American countries. The organisation is mainly involved in educational activities
and international travelling exhibitions,* but its efforts to set up an international judicial
body to investigate and prosecute communist crimes have not yet succeeded. This may be
due to the fact that some of the attitudes mirroring those of the Prague Declaration and
Platform towards Nazi crimes have aroused considerable indignation among influential
Jewish organisations. For example, representatives of the Simon Wiesenthal Center even
saw in the common European commemoration of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Agreement
Day as a commemoration of the crimes of the communist regimes the aim of obscuring, if
not abandoning, the commemoration of the Holocaust victims.** The much-criticised title
of the Museum of Genocide Victims in Vilnius,* which has been described as ignoring the
Holocaust and perpetuating the theory of a “double genocide™ (it is surprising that the
authors of these statements did not see an internal contradiction), ended up changing its
name to the “Museum of the Occupations and Freedom Fights".¢

The idea and programme of equating Nazi and Soviet crimes eventually stalled due
to the resistance experienced. It turned into ritualistic mentions of the issue at various
international political and academic events and new declarations, which unfortunately
had little practical significance?. In the opinion of the Czech intellectual Ladislav Cabada,
“Communism will only be equated with the other totalitarian regimes that ruled Europe

4 Charles S. Maier, “Hot Memory ..Cold Memory. On the Political Half-Life of Fascist and Communist Memory", in:
Projectsindycate.org, <https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/hot-memory-cold-memory--the-political-
half-life-of-fascism-and-communism>, [2001-09-21].

4 Rod Nordland, “Where the Genocide Museum Is (Mostly) Mum on the Fate of Jews’, in: <https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/03/30/world/europe/lithuania-genocide-museum-jews.html>, [2023-10-12].

4 BNS, ,Genocido auky muziejus turi nauja pavadinima’, in: Lrtlt, <https://wwwlrtlt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/209866/
genocido-auku-muziejus-turi-nauja-pavadinima>, [2022-12-09].

4 See, for example, the European Parliament Resolution of 2 April 2009 on “European conscience and totalitari-
anism”

151



2024 2(56) Rasa Cepaitiené
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocides in the European politics of History

in the twentieth century when generations change”* This hope, however, seems illusory.
Nevertheless, the Platform’s activities can be seen as positive. According to Kasyanov, its
emergence has legitimised the idea of equating Communism and Nazism at EU level,
and has allowed the CEE countries — newcomers to the EU - to present themselves as
victims of both totalitarian regimes, or “double victims”. This may explain their socio-
economic underdevelopment and their difficulties with Euro-integration.*® For a while,
it even seemed that the CEE model of historical politics - focusing on the sufferings
and struggles of their own people and the existential threats they suffered under the
communist regimes - would come to dominate over the Western European model of
focusing on their own guilt and responsibility. However, this fragile consensus was short-
lived and insignificant. Efforts by CEE MEPs to achieve a common European ban on the
use of communist symbols, in analogy with Nazi symbols, were twice rejected - in 2005
and 2013. Efforts to introduce into European law a provision on penalties for denying or
trivialising the crimes of communism also failed. The latter was never officially condemned
by the international community while communist ideas, which were on the rise in Western
Europe after the war, have remained there to this day, thanks in particular to the academia
and public influence of left-wing intellectuals. On the other hand, the condition for Euro-
integration - the introduction of the Western European model of historical politics in the
CEE - not only clashed with the narrative of the “struggles and sufferings” of one’s own
nation, but also led to accusations against some national heroes of collaborating with the
Nazis.*® Or, on the contrary, of having participated in the “construction of communism” and
the CEE countries responded to this challenge with a search for their “own” genocides and
a “race for victims”.*

In the opinion of Alexei Miller, a scholar of the region’s politics of history, the 2004 wave
of EU enlargement diluted the cosmopolitan discourse as the only possible and correct
one, by raising the concept of “two totalitarianisms”.>? This assessment cannot be accepted
without reservations, since the 2019-2020 period has seen the intensification of the
“memory wars” in the region, in which - at least in the case of Lithuania - local elites and
the mainstream media have clearly adopted a pro-cosmopolitan stance. This would rather
indicate the opposite, but Miller is right to offer a reasoned critique of the cosmopolitan

4 "Ar Prahos deklaracija pabudins Europos sazine?’, in: Kultturos barai, 2013, Nr. 3, p. 59.
4 Teoprut KacbsHOB, YKpauHa u cocedu. Yicmopuyeckas ronumuxa 1987-2018 r., Mocksa: HJIO, 2019, c. 98.

50 Rasa Cepaitiene, “Controversies of the Memory of the Second World War in Lithuania: Between Cosmopolitan and
Nationalist Approaches’, in: Wojna i Pamigé. Czasopismo Muzeum II Wojny Swiatowej w Gdansku, 2023, No. 5, pp. 43-68.
st Evgeny Finkel, “In Search of Lost Genocide: Historical Policy and International Politics in Post-1989 Eastern Eu-
rope”, in: Global Society, 2010, No. 24 (1), pp. 51-70.
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approach to the past, although he was himself a proponent of it until recently.>® The
emergence of an alternative view of the phenomenon of the politics of history, which no
longer demonises the political use of history, has given significant new connotations.
It has come to see the politics of history as an integral part of a general politics, used
in both domestic and foreign contexts.> In this way, the cosmopolitan view’s claims to
apoliticality - denying or ignoring the often mutually irreconcilable political interests of
the different actors in the field of collective memory - proved not only inadequate but
also unfair, as they were themselves determined by certain a priori ideological attitudes.
According to another scholar of the regional politics of history, Nikolay Koposov, “The
specificity of the politics of contemporary history is essentially linked to two features of
contemporary memory. It is about the criminalisation and victimisation of the past, i.e.
the prevailing view of history as a chain of crimes and the desire of human communities
to identify with their victims”.> The paradigm of such a relationship with the past has been
shaped mainly around the memory of the Holocaust, but not only this. As scholars have
noted, the tendency to instrumentalise the recent past, or to moralise and historicise
contemporary politics, is common to all post-socialist and post-Soviet states.*® They are
also characterised by a tendency towards symbolic “necrophilia” - a focus on the burial
or reburial of the bodies of politically significant figures.”” On the other hand, countries
also compete on the number of victims of totalitarianism,* and some of them - notably
Ukraine, Lithuania, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan - even tend to treat these crimes as
genocides, which has implications for both their domestic and foreign policies.*® A prime
example in this context is Russia, which, by adopting Article 354.1 of the Criminal Code
“On the Rehabilitation of Nazism’, which is essentially based on the criminalisation of
Holocaust denial, has acquired a political instrument to prosecute interpretations of the
past that do not suit Putin's regime. That spread “deliberately false information about the
activities of the USSR during the Second World War, and the veterans of the Great Patriotic
War”. Russia also has a federal law ‘On combating the rehabilitation of Nazism and the
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glorification of Nazi criminals and their accomplices, which not only helps to regime to
persecute or silence its critics, but also serves as an excuse to accuse the Baltic States
and Ukraine of allegedly reviving Nazism. This eventually led to a large-scale military
aggression against Ukraine under the pretext of its “de-Nazification”.

New challenges to European politics of history

In recent years, other political and intellectual environments have begun to threaten the
“Nuremberg Consensus”. Although authors such as H. Arendt and others have written about
it in the past, the relationship between colonialism and the Holocaust has come under
intense scrutiny in the framework of postcolonial studies. So the topics of colonialism and
Holocaust remembrance have come under intense scrutiny. In 2020-2021 a fierce debate,
soontobereferredtoas Historikerstreit 2.0, unfolded in Germany, comparing it to the famous
controversy of 1986-1987. At the beginning of 2020 Joseph-Achille Mbembe, a Cameroonian
historian and philosopher living in South Africa and invited to Germany to publicly speak,
was accused there of expressing “anti-Semitic criticism of Israel”. In his books and public
speeches Mbembe, comparing apartheid in South Africa and the situation in the Gaza
Strip.®° allegedly relativised the Holocaust and “spread extremist disinformation”® which
drew the ire of some German politicians who attempted to cancel him. But many prominent
German intellectuals defended Mbembe, pointing out that Germans are trying to teach a
native of their former colony, Cameroon, how to talk about genocide and the Holocaust.

According to the Nuremberg Consensus in Germany, and in general European memory
culture, the conversation about genocide must begin with the Holocaust; only dictatorial
regimes from Hitler to MiloSevi¢ can commit or attempt genocide. For Africans, the first
genocide committed by the Germans occurred when - in response to the Herero and
Nama uprising in German South West Africa (present-day Namibia) - the Germans
exterminated 80 per cent of the Herero people and 50 per cent of the Nama people
between 1904 and 1908.%2 Ideas about the connection between Nazi genocidal practices
and the colonial experience have long been articulated in academia, but have remained
marginalised in the European memorial space. In the early 2020s, discussions around
this thesis intensified, especially in Germany, where attempts were made — characteristic
of German memorial culture - to rigidly discipline or criminalise those who deviated from
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the catechism.®® Thus “the case of Mbembe” is one of the examples of intensification of the
mnemonic conflict in Germany itself because new voices belonging to the descendants of
imigrants who learned here and who are often German citizens are entering the discussion
of German memory. They bring a different tradition and a different history, and yet they
are already part of German society and, as a consequence, feel entitled to challenge from
within.®* One of them, Mohammed Amjahid, who was born in 1988 and studied political
science in Berlin, added to the famous and untranslatable Vergangenheitsbewziltigung, the
new sarcastic concept of Erinnerungstiberlegenheit, i.e. “memorial superiority”, referred to
the poorly camouflaged German claim to be the world's model for working through the
past.®> The questioning of this model has also been prompted by the Hamas war against
Israel, which began on 7 October 2023, and which has led world public opinion to criticise
the Israeli army’s actions against Palestinian civilians as genocide in an increasingly
fierce manner, despite the typical fear of being accused of anti-Semitism in such cases.
And so, in 2024, the clash of approaches to the topic of genocide unfolded in the course of
South Africa’s lawsuit against Israel in the UN Court of Justice for its actions in Gaza. The
court’s decision, which found a high probability of Israeli culpability for genocide, showed
that a Holocaust-centred narrative that immunises Israel from genocide charges is no
longer universally accepted, even in Europe. Of course, Germany is still trying to defend
this narrative as the dominant one, but it is becoming increasingly difficult to do so.

Another aspect of the contemporary politics of memory has also received critical
attention - the linking of the topic of reckoning with the past and remembering victims
of crimes against humanity to the contemporary human rights ideology. In 2020, Irish
researcher Lea David devoted a book with the striking title “The Past Will Not Heal Us:
The Dangers of Mandating Memory in the Name of Human Rights” to analysing how
the approach to memory policy, which she calls “moral remembering”, was formed and
how effective it is.°® In particular, David presents a number of arguments in support of
the claim that “moral remembering” is not only ineffective, but can also lead to negative
consequences. The standards of “moral remembering” presuppose an appeal to a
particular past, that is, strictly limited in time and represented by a single narrative. This
approach naturally follows from the desire to unambiguously divide the participants of

8 Anthony D. Moses, “The German Catechism’, in: Geschichte der Gegenwart, 23-05-2021, in: <https://geschicht-
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dramatic events into victims, perpetrators and observers (sometimes including heroes).
In national conflicts however, such a division is most often difficult, since representatives
of the group labelled as victims become perpetrators in other circumstances, and vice
versa as described by Timothy Snyder in his well-known work Bloodlands. Europe between
Hitler and Stalin. The aspiration of all sides in ethnic conflicts to present themselves in
the past as victims of genocide clearly demonstrates this mechanism, because it proceeds
from the postulate that there can be no questions or claims against a victim of genocide.
For the same reason, the claimed division into victims and perpetrators perpetuates
ethnic confrontation as in the case of the long-running Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict,
where both sides accuse the other of genocide and create new forms and mechanisms of
inequality. David also demonstrates that the standards of “moral remembering” imposed
by international organisations firstly, often do not take into account local specifics and do
not consider other possible approaches. Secondly, they lead to the imitation of such an
approach on the part of national authorities, who seek (and find) opportunities to preserve
in the pantheon of national heroes those who committed crimes against humanity.

David's book, which strongly criticises the liberal-globalist normative approach to pol-
itics of history, is already receiving a wide and very positive response.” Attempts to im-
pose and standardise “moral remembering” on a global scale not only fail to produce the
intended result of affirming democracy and human rights, but often have the opposite
effect of distorting historical truth and censoring freedom of opinion and speech.

Conclusions

The historical politics of post-war Western Europe (especially the GFR) or “the Nuremberg
Cconsensus” has been shaped by the consequences of both world wars and by attempts
to forestall possible future military conflicts on the old continent. A reunifying Europe
was looking for a moral foundation from which to build a European community of
perpetual peace, international harmony and economic prosperity. Europe’s greatest
tragedy of the 20th century, the Holocaust, became a lesson and a transcendence in the
pursuit of these goals. The narrative of European “collective guilt and responsibility”
that it built upon eventually expanded to include those parts of the Western world, such
as the United States, that were not directly involved in this history. This - as well as the
tendencies to emphasise victims and criminalise the denial of crimes against them that
have crystallised over time - can be seen to have had a significant impact on the other
ethnic groups to begin to treat their historical persecution as a genocide and mass crimes
against humanity. Reparations and repentance are demanded for this, including from

67 Book Debate on Lea David's “The Past Can't Heal Us: The Dangers of Mandating Memory in the Name of Human Rights’,
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the perpetrators’ descendants, and the lines of harm and responsibility are increasingly
blurred. These trends boiled over into anti-racist protests in the USA and elsewhere in
2018-2020 though the Black Lives Matter movement, which has emerged as a rival to the
already established Holocaust narrative.

Onthe other hand, with the collapse of the Soviet Union, nations under Soviet influence
regained the right to remember and commemorate the victims of Stalin’s repressions.
This effectively subsumed the legal assessment of their suffering under the category of
genocide, much to the chagrin of supporters of “Nuremberg Consensus” in European
institutions and influential Jewish organisations. The rivalry between the Holocaust and
the Gulag as genocides has been a recurring theme in various Euro-integration contexts,
especially when EU newcomers from Eastern Europe have tried to assimilate their own
dictatorial past and experience to the Jewish genocide. As a result, despite some reverences
for the post-communist countries of Eastern Europe and public declarations condemning the
crimes of communism, the Eastern Europeans have not been able to dislodge the established
narrative. However, recent events in Ukraine, where the invading Russian army has been
committing genocidal acts since February 2022, and the outbreak of the Israeli-Hamas war
in Palestine — make it necessary to look for a way out of this impasse. This includes trying to
overcome the stereotypes and taboos that have been built up over decades.

Meanwhile, Russia defends the main features of the Nuremberg Consensus in the do-
mestic and international arena to the last,%® but its memory of the war is also undergoing
significant changes. While the previous approach was mainly focused on the heroism of
the victors, now the theme of suffering and sacrifice is playing an increasingly import-
ant role. In 2023 there were reports that a law was being prepared to establish a Day of
Remembrance of the Soviet Victims of the Genocide, which should symbolically record
the new trend. In February 2024 a number of politicians, historians and lawyers from the
Baltic states were put on the wanted list by the Russian Interior Ministry for “desecration
of historical memory” - participation in the destruction of monuments to Soviet soldiers
who died in the Second World War.®

However, the politics of memory has become an arena of irreconcilable confrontation
not only between Russia and the West, but also between the West and the postcolonial
Global South and within Western societies themselves (the BLM movement in the US
and the UK, or the controversy over the recognition of the Gulag or Holodomor as geno-
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cides in the CEE) . No one dares to predict how things will turn out in the field of poli-
tics of history, which often has genocide at its epicentre. Today, the three main pillars of
“global” memory - the Nuremberg Consensus in the memory of the Second World War,
the memory of the Holocaust as a unique and incomparable atrocity, and the standards
of “moral remembering” of crimes against humanity and human rights violations - are
not only being questioned, but are losing moral legitimacy. This becomes especially rel-
evant in the context of the growing antagonism between various - global, national and
local - mnemonic actors and institutions with the tendency to securitise memory, and
the attempts to cleanse the national media space of “dangerous external influences”. This
leads to the stigmatisation and “abolition” of political opponents, and the rigid linking of
memory politics to identity politics, which is increasingly based on the motive of remem-
bering the victimisation of one’s own community. Thus, despite attempts to find points
of contact and compromises between these different memory models, it is unfortunate
that a satisfactory consensus cannot be reached at the moment, and is unlikely to ever
be reached.
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Rasa Cepaitiené
Genocidy tema europinéje istorijos politikoje
Santrauka

XX a. penktajame deSimtmetyje Vakary teisiniame ir intelektualiniame diskursuose iSsikristaliza-
vusios ,genocido” ir ,nusikaltimy Zmoniskumui® savokos aktyviai iSnaudojamos jvairiose vidaus
politinése kovose ir tarptautiniuose santykiuose (rySkiausi pavyzdziai — Holokaustas ir ukrainieciy
Holodomoras), o tai susije ir su istorijos politikos sritimi. Per pastaruosius dvidesimt mety Europo-
je Sajungos istorijos politikoje radosi reikSmingy pokyciy, nulemty ir ES plétros i Rytus, ir pacios ES
vaidmens pasaulyje kaitos. Jeigu XX a. septintajame-astuntajame desimtmeciais Vakary Vokietijoje
susiformaves ir devintajame-deSimtajame deSimtmeciais ES mastu buvo jtvirtintas naratyvas, ku-
rio centre atsidure Holokaustas, kaip savo masteliu ir padariniais unikalus pasaulio istorijoje jvykis,
tai su 2004 m. ES plétros banga jis sulauke iSstkio i$ naujuju Sajungos nariy. Pastarieji pasitlé vie-
nodai traktuoti naciy ir soviety totalitarizmus, lygiai vertinant ir pirmyjy, ir antryjy padarytus nusi-
kaltimus, taigi Gulagg prilyginti Holokaustul. Tal Europos istorijos politika paverté komplikuotesne
ir paveikesne nariy vidaus nesutarimams bei nesusikalbejimui. Straipsnio tikslas - iSsamiau aptarti
,genocido” savokos teisinj ir politinj iSnaudojima besiformuojanc¢ios Europos bendrijos intelektuali-
niame diskurse, susijusiame su istorijos politikos esminiais postulatais. Taip pat apibrézti isSukius,
kuriuos jam meta naujos geopolitinés aplinkybés, pradedant Soviety Sajungos Zlugimu ir baigiant Ru-
sijos 2022 m. pradéta karine invazija | Ukraina. Galiausiai iSsamiau aptariami naujausi i$Stukiai, susije
su postkolonijiniu ir zmogaus teisiy diskursais, griaunantys nusistovejusias europinés istorijos poli-
tikos nuostatas net ir pacioje Vokietijoje, kuri buvo ju formavimo ir globalaus diegimo lyderé. Daroma
iSvada, kad, nepaisant méginimuy rasti saly¢io tasky ir kompromisu tarp Siu skirtingy atminciy mode-
liy, deja, pasiekti visus tenkinancio konsensuso siuo metu nepavyksta ir vargu ar kada nors pavyks.

ReikSminiai ZodZiai: istorijos politika, Holokaustas, Gulagas, Zmogaus teisés.
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Introduction

During the Soviet era, millions of people became victims of the tyranny of a totalitarian
state and were subjected to repression for their political and religious beliefs, and other
reasons. The process of rehabilitation of victims of the Stalinist repression began in the
second half of the 1950s. Later, the rehabilitation process was stopped. It resumed under
public pressure in 1989.

After the collapse of the USSR, the issue of the repressed was closely connected with
the criticism of the USSR, which has different forms. In Uzbekistan, within the framework
of the nation-building policy, the issue of Stalinist repressions is of particular importance,
which is associated with the deeply traumatic consequences of the Soviet era for the reli-
gious and cultural values of the local society. Active Russification of ethnic groups, as well
as the suppression of cultures and minority leaders, became the main strategy of the So-
viet authorities from the mid-1930s.! According to official data, more than 100,000 Uzbek
citizens in 1937-1953 were subjected to repression. In particular, 13,000 people were shot
and thousands of local intelligentsia were exiled 2

The multi-ethnic character of independent Uzbekistan and its cultural elites, as well as
the complex structure of the Uzbek nation itself, had a significant impact on the under-
standing of the country’s national identity and the past. However, it should be noted that
the state policy towards the Soviet past in post-Soviet Uzbekistan varied depending on the
personality of the country’s president and the interaction between political and cultural
elites. The history of independent Uzbekistan can be roughly divided into two long pe-
riods, which are associated with the personalities of the presidents of Uzbekistan: Islam
Karimov (1991-2016) and Shavkat Mirziyoyev (since December 2016).

Research on Stalinist repressions and their place in historical memory, and na-
tion-building in Uzbekistan can be divided into several groups. The first group includes
late Soviet historiography, which had a significant impact on the formation of state poli-
cy on nation-building in independent Uzbekistan. In Uzbekistan, as in other states of the
former USSR, it was only during perestroika that the first publications about those re-
pressed during the Stalinist era appeared in the press. The very first publications about
those repressed in Uzbekistan were devoted not only to Uzbeks but also to representatives
of other nations, including Kazakhs* and Russians.

! Samira Saramo, Ulla Savolainen, “Chapter Introduction: Moving Memories of Stalin-Era Repression and Displace-
ment’, in: The Legacies of Soviet Repression and Displacement (edited by Samira Saramo and Ulla Savolainen), 2023,
Milton Park, Oxon: Taylor & Francis, p. 2.

2 Penpeccus, BbIIIyCK 1, TamkeHT, 2005.

3 Paca YenanteHe, ‘TylaroBCKMM OIBIT B KYJIBTYPHBIX HAappaTUBax 1 KOJJIEKTMBHON WAEHTUYHOCTH ITOCTCOBET-
CKOM JTUTBBI, in: BeCMHUK apxeosioruu, aRmporionoruu u smrorpaguu, 2021, N2 2 (53), ¢. 166-176.

4 PaHo PazykarioBa, VMg, BO3BpallleHHOEe NCTOPUM M Hapofy', in: O6wecmaeHHble HayKu 8 Y3bekucmare, 1988,
Ne 12, c.17-30.
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The second group of studies relates to Uzbek historiography of the independence era
(1992-2024) and is characterised by an anti-colonial approach. In Uzbek public discourse,
“colonialism” (mustamlakacilik) was used to describe the negative aspects of the Soviet
period, but the term only came into use gradually during the 1990s.> Bakhtiyor Hasanov
defended his doctoral (habilitation) dissertation, which reflected the state policy towards
the cultural elite and the tragic fate of representatives of the intelligentsia of Uzbekistan.®
The Red Terror and Stalinist repressions against the cultural elite were the subject of re-
search by Zamira Ishankhodzhaeva.”

The State museum of memory of the victims of the repressions® has published six editions
of scientific collections.® Rustambek Shamsuddinov created a group of researchers at
Andijan State University who have been studying repression for many years and publishing
articles and books.® A separate topic about Stalin’s repressions was about the deported
people. After 2012, the number of publications about repressed Russians, Tatars and other
nationalities increased in Uzbekistan. R. Shigabdinov wrote about the repressed Tatars, in
particular Gaziz Gubaidullin.® The fates of the deported kulaks (peasants) were reflected in
the work of Uzbek historians.”? During the years of independence, a series of documentaries
about repressed representatives of the intelligentsia of Uzbekistan was shot in Uzbekistan.
Askar Dzhumashev wrote that from 1933 to 1938 more than 10,000 people were repressed
in Karakalpakstan [an autonomous republic in Uzbekistan].® Unlike Kazakhstan, where
research is being conducted on Stalin's repressions against ethnic Kazakhs in the Central
Asian republics,* in Uzbekistan there is no ethnic approach to this issue.

The third group of studies touched upon different aspects of the interpretation of the
Stalin period in the history of Uzbekistan. These studies draw on contemporary theoretical

> Laura Adams, The Spectacular State: Culture and National Identity in Uzbekistan, Durham NC: Duke University
Press, 2010, p. 38.

6 Baxtuép XacaHoB, HauuoHanbHas UHmMennureHyus ¥3bekucmana u ucmopuueckue rpouecchbl 1917-Havana 50-x
rooos, TaurkeHT, 2000.

7 3amupa WmaHxompKaesa, PerpeccugHas MouMuKa coeemckou 6nacmu U Kyibmypa Y36ekucmana: mparedus ebl-
acusaHus (1925-1953 rr), TaukeHT: Tagarkyp, 2011

8 <http://muzey-xotira.uz/en/en_about-museum/#bosses_en>, [2024-10-16].

9 TapuxHUHIr Homawmnym caxupanapu. Xyxcxam ea mamepuwuiap. BupuHuu kumo6, TouikeHT: Fadyp Fymom
HOMWU/JIATH HALIPUET-MaTbaa KOmUH yin, 2009.

10 Pycram HlaMCyTOUHOB, KUWIOK OHeacu: #amMoanaulmupuiy, Kynoknaumupuu, cypryH, TomkeHT: [llapk, 2003,

¥V ucmoxoe y36eKkckol ucmopuorpaguu: 83msd mamapckux yuéHeix I I'voaudynnuHa u B. Canuesa, OTB. per,
P. IlurabamHoB, Kaszans: AN, 2021

2 Pycram IIaMCyTIMHOB, AHBAp MaMaskoHOB, [[lumonull Kaskas cypryHudaru ropmoownap Kucmamu, TOIIKeHT:
[ITapx, 2005.

B Ackap J)Kymalles, [Tonutudeckre peripeccry 30-X roJI0B COBETCKON BIACTU B KapaKaJllakCTaHe U ee ITocyesl -
ctBUs’, in: Y36exucmon mapuxu, 2020, N2 1, ¢. 60.

1 TTonumuueckue perpeccuu cpedu Kazaxos Ha meppumopuu pecry6iuk Cpedreti Asuu 8 20-50-e rodbt XX eexa (s
c8eme HOBbIX APXUBHbIX UCIMOYHUK08), ATtMaTsl, 2021, ¢. 186.
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approaches to nationalism, postcolonialism and nation-building. Certain aspects of the
ideas of the State museum of memory of the victims of the repressions Tashkent were
studied by the Russian scholar Sergei Abashin.’® He did not take into account the historical
memory of numerous victims of Soviet repressions, which was reflected in a number of
publications from 1988 to 2000. Marlene Laruelle notes that under the conditions of an
authoritarian regime and pursuing his political interests, Karimov reinterpreted the ideas
of fighters against the Soviets.’® The perception of Stalin and Stalin’s repressions on the
example of the population of the Fergana Valley was studied by Timur Dadabaev. Based on
surveys, he was able to identify versions of the positive interpretation of the personality of
Stalin in Uzbekistan.”

The present study differs from previous ones in that it is devoted to the analysis of
how Stalin’s repressions are represented in the politics of memory in Uzbekistan. The
article also aims to shed light on how the forms and meanings of representations of
Soviet repressions in official memory changed over time. It is argued that the politics
of memory in Uzbekistan and the attitude towards Stalinist repressions is carried out
through the interaction of the political and intellectual elite. The dynamics of these re-
lationships depend on which circles of the cultural elite are close to certain influential
political figures of our time, or are themselves part of the political elite. In what chrono-
logical framework are Stalinist-Soviet or colonial repressions in Uzbekistan defined?
What are the criteria by which victims of Stalinist or Soviet repression are determined?
How was the official policy formed and changed about repression and the Soviet era
in Uzbekistan? How are the victims of repression being rehabilitated? Special attention
will be paid to the institutionalisation of memorialisation of Soviet repressions in Uz-
bekistan in this article.

The politics of memory includes public activities of various social institutions and ac-
tors aimed at promoting certain interpretations of the collective past.!® The past in peo-
ple’'s imagination has multiple forms and consists of numerous conflicting and complex
versions.” Does the nature of the state allow for a pluralistic debate? The relationship of
individuals to public forms of official memory is complex, and public narratives can reso-
nate with personal experiences.

5 Cepreil AbaumvH, ‘MyCTaKWUINK U TTaMATh 06 UMIIEPCKOM ITPOIUIOM: TIPOXOJIS 110 3ajlaM TalllKeHTCKOTo My3es
TTaMsATH JKePTB peripeccuit’, in: HermpukocHogeHHbIU 3artac, 2009, N@ 4, ¢. 37-54.

16 Marlene Laruelle, Central Peripheries: Nationhood in Central Asia, London: UCL Press, 2021, p. 53.

7 Timur Dadabaev, “Trauma and Public Memory in Central Asia: Public Responses to Political Violence of the State
Policies in Stalinist Era in Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan’, in: Kyoto Bulletin of Islamic Area Studies, 2009, No. 3 (1), pp. 108—
138.

8 Olga Malinova, “Politics of Memory and Nationalism’, in: Nationalities Papers, 2021, No. 49 (6), pp. 997-1007.

 Michael Herzfeld, A Place in History. Social and Monumental Time in a Cretan Town, Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1991, p. 226.
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The sources of the research include official data, published and unpublished memoirs,
and individual interviews with witnesses of that era. The interviewees fall into several
groups, but the largest number are children and grandchildren of the ‘victims of 1937-
1938'. As to social background, the majority come from the urban and rural intelligentsia -
teachers and scholars, while others were former party workers.

Discourses on Soviet Repressions

Several historians believe that the violence of the decades after 1917 must be understood
in the context of such issues as the global violence of the First World War, and the colonial
struggle.?® Memoirs and literary works about the Soviet era have played a major role in
the broad public discussion of Stalin’s repressions. As the Uzbek writer Kamil Ikramov
(1927-1989) noted in 1989, “the lie about the voluntary annexation of Turkestan [in the
pre-Soviet and early Soviet period, Turkestan was a general name for the whole of Central
Asia] to Russia, established by the monstrous repressions of Stalin, his Joint State Political
Directorate (06beduHéHHOe rocydapcmeeHHoe IMonumu4eckoe yrpasieHue — OGPU),
then Yezhov [head of the NKVD from 1936 to 1938] and Beria [chief of the Soviet secret
police] must finally be exposed”? Shukrullo Yusupov (1921-2020) the Uzbek writer, poet,
translator and playwright was convicted in 1951 on charges of nationalism and anti-Soviet
activity, and sentenced to 25 years in prison. His arrest, investigation and the stay in the
camp are described in the autobiographical story “Buried Without a Shroud” (Kafansiz
ko'milganlar), published in 19952 The Uzbek writer Tog'aymurod Mengnorov (1948-
2003) wrote the novel “Father’s Valleys” (Otamdan golgan dalalar) and in 1998, based on
this novel, director Shuhrat Abbasov made a film that reflected the repressions from
the Russian conquest of Central Asia to the repressions of the 1980s. The writer Poyon
Ravshanov (1941-2020) wrote novels that showed the struggle against the expansion of
the Russian Empire and the Soviet repressions in Uzbekistan.?

Uzbek historians believe that the great terror of 1937-1938 was started by Lenin and
later, Stalin brought it to its climax.?* Stalin turned political terror into official state pol-
icy and gave it a legitimate, legal character.? Researchers in Uzbekistan noted that the

20 James Harris, “General Introduction’, in: The Anatomy of Terror: Political Violence under Stalin (edited by James Har-
ris), Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013, p. 4.

2 Kamwn VIKpaMoB, /[efio moero omuad, MockBa: COBETCKMY ITHcaresb, 1991, c. 74.
2 Tllyrpyrio, [Torpe6eHHbie 6e3 cagaHa, TamkeHT: E3ysuu, 1995.

3 Tloén PaBIaHoB, Kuswi canmaqam uckaHxcacuda. KamaroH. (Xyxcocamnapoaru mapux). Yauquu xcund [In the
clamp of the Red Empire. Repression, [Third volume], TomkenT: Sharg, 2011,

24 Haum KapyuMos, “V36eKUCTOHIA ‘KaTTa KUPFUMH HUHT 6onutaHumm’, in: Y36eKucmoHda cogem 0asnamuHuHT
KamaroH cuécamu: Kenub Yukuwu cababnapu ea ¢osxcuanu okubamnapu, TomreHT, 2012, ¢. 27.

% 3aMupa MuraHxoakaesa, op. Cit, . 26.
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review and approval of family lists with a predetermined punishment were carried out
by Stalin himself and his closest associates.? Condemnation of Stalin and Stalin's repres-
sions was reflected in Bahrom Irzaev's monograph. He believed that local communist
leaders were victims of this repression and some of them, such as Akmal Ikramov, even
opposed the repression.?’

According to Uzbek historians, various people holding different political views fell un-
der repression, including the Bolsheviks themselves. They believe that we must pay trib-
ute to the memory of all our fallen compatriots, to those who did not accept the Bolshevik
ideology, and to those who served it. This approach to interpreting the status of the re-
pressed was supported by the current leadership of Uzbekistan.

The subject of debate is the status of the repressed; for example, there are different
views on the Basmachi?® movement (1918-1930), which during the Soviet period was
considered criminal and counter-revolutionary. Some researchers generally reject the
current use of this term, believing that it was invented by the communists. They suggest
using the term istiglolchilar (independence fighters). Kahramon Radjabov considered
Basmachi and Jadidism (a modernist movement in Central Asia) as a single national
liberation movement.?® The third group of researchers believes that it is necessary to
distinguish bandit formations from supporters of the independence movement; the
fourth group still adheres to the Soviet interpretation of this movement. Another group
of intellectuals believes that there was no general resistance movement against Soviet
power, but rather isolated pockets of struggle for the independence of individual regions.
According to Marlene Laruelle, Islam played a significant role in the ideology of the
Basmachi movement against the Soviet regime in the 1920s, which created problems
for Karimov due to the secular authoritarianism that was legitimised by the fight against
religious fundamentalism. Therefore, the Basmachi movement was gradually interpreted
as an “armed movement”, and the role of Islam in the idea of national liberation was
ignored.3°

According to researchers, archival materials of those arrested in the Samarkand region
show that they were falsely accused of participating in such nationalistic or religious or-
ganisations as Ittihod va Taraqqiy, Milliy Ittikhod, Shuroi Islomiya, Shuroi Ulamo and Milliy

2 Peripeccus, BBIIIYCK 1, op. cit., c. 206.

7 BaxpoM IMp3aeB, ‘Kamma KUPFUH'HUHT Kenub yuKuwu apaacudaru cuécull-uxmumoutl ea ukmucooul
wapoum, TomkeHT: PaH, 2014, c. 23.

2 The term “Basmachi” means “bandit”. The communists used this term for resistance fighters in Central Asia in an
attempt to convince the public that the fighters were nothing more than criminals.

2 Kahramon Radjabov, “Struggle for Independence in Turkestan and Muslim clergy”, in: Oriente Moderno, Nuova se-
rie, Anno 87, No. 1, Studies on Central Asia 2007, pp. 177-188.

30 Marlene Laruelle, op. cit,, p. 53.
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Istiglol3 Unfortunately, despite extensive research, the question of the real existence of
anti-Soviet organisations in the 1930s remains open.

In general, unlike Russia where there are conflicting interpretations of the events of the
1930s, discourses negatively related to this period dominate in Uzbekistan. In assessing
the population's memory of the organiser of repressions - dictator Stalin — researchers of
the history of Uzbekistan have come to different conclusions. Dadabaev noted that despite
the recognition by the residents of Uzbekistan of many negative aspects associated with
Stalin, the positive images of Stalin remain in the minds of people.3? Existing materials
and public opinion in Uzbekistan show that we must be careful with such a generalisation
of opinions in Uzbek society about Stalin. Stalin’s positive image is preserved among those
who did not suffer from his repressions, and mainly among former members of the KGB
of the USSR, their agents and some war veterans.

During the Soviet era, religious leaders were especially subjected to repression. I was
able to record traumatic stories of repression against the Sayyids (descendants of the
Prophet Muhammad) and Khojas (descendants of Islamic saints). During the years of So-
viet power, the Khojas and Sayyids of the Bukhara Oasis lost their property and privileges,
and their leaders were repressed. Khoja intellectuals emphasised that their grandfathers
suffered greatly from Stalin’s repressions, which had a huge traumatic impact on the so-
ciety, especially in Bukhara, which was a major centre of religious education in pre-Soviet
Central Asia. The Khojas were officially identified and branded as “socially alien elements”
or “class enemies’. (Interviews, Bukhara, February-March 2011). Similar stories about
traumatic events of the Stalin era were recorded among the Khojas of southern Kazakh-
stan .33 There were cases when even critics of the Soviet regime did not end up in the Gulag.
According to Michael Rywkin (1925-2022),3* in Samarkand in 1944-1945, separate youth
groups critically discussed Soviet power, but they were not repressed (interview, New
York, May 2019). Apparently, none of them reported such conversations to the secret po-
lice (NKVD).Irecorded cases when, on the eve of arrest, some people fled to other regions
and thus they avoided arrest and survived (interview, Samarkand, 2011).

31 Pycram [laMcyTauHOB, 91ép XonMmupsaes, Komnekmuenawmupuw 8a «kammad meppop» 0aspuod KamaroH
KWIUHTaH 8amMaHOOWIapUMU3HUHT Xomupa Kumobu, TOIIKeHT: THry acp aBnoay, 2015, ¢. 17.

32 Timur Dadabaev, Identity and Memory in post-Soviet Central Asia: Uzbekistan's Soviet Past, London: Routledge, 2015,
p. 91

33 Azim Malikov, “Sacred Lineages in Central Asia: Translocality and Identity”, in: Mobilities, Boundaries, and Travelling
Ideas: Rethinking Translocality Beyond Central Asia and the Caucasus (edited by Manja Stephan-Emmrich and Philipp
Schréder), 2018, Cambridge, UK: Open Book Publishers, p. 140.

34 Michael Rywkin (1925-2022), American scientist, specialist in Central Asia. Born in Vilnius. In 1941-1945 he was
evacuated to Uzbekistan. He joined the City College of New York in 1963 as Professor and Director of Russian Area
Studies and remained there until his retirement in 1993.
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As Igor Torbakov noted, a “nationalised” history is necessary for the imaginary image
of the nation, but at the same time, the traditional national narrative can be filled with
a multi-ethnic or transnational approach.® Currently, the multi-ethnic approach
dominates the politics of Uzbekistan. According to Laura Adams, the Uzbek government
seeks to emulate a secular, civic-national model of statehood, which is partly due to the
Soviet legacy of internationalism and the pressure of international norms.3 The officials
of Uzbekistan emphasise that Soviet repressions were directed not only against Uzbeks
but also against representatives of other nationalities. Researchers admit that certain
people were deported from different regions of the USSR to Uzbekistan. In 1943-1944,
Crimean Tatars, Chechens, Ingush, Balkars, Greeks and Meskhetian Turks were resettled
to Uzbekistan. In Uzbekistan, data is published on repressed people of various professions
and different nationalities such as Belarusians, Jews, Kazakhs, Karakalpaks, Kyrgyz,
Latvians, Lithuanians, Russians, Tajiks, Tatars and Ukrainians.®” The Uzbek authorities
follow the principle of territorialism when defining categories of repressed people. Ethnic
Uzbeks who lived outside the Uzbek SSR and suffered from Stalin’s repressions do not
figure in official narratives in Uzbekistan.

The Politics of Memory in Uzbekistan and the Institutionalisation
of the Memory of Repression Victims

The Central Asian states are inventive in using different sets of tools to represent the na-
tion. These include new official historiography, school textbooks, updating exhibits or
creating new museums, as well as changes to urban landscapes, toponyms or new monu-
ments.®® The essence of the politics of memory is the creation of various films, memorials,
toponyms, museums, public holidays, symbols and rituals.®

According to Igor Torbakov, a serious obstacle to dialogue and discussion about dif-
ferent images of the past is an authoritarian political culture that is intolerant of dissent,
debate and competing ideas.*° Although many actors are involved in the politics of mem-
ory, under the conditions of authoritarian rule in Uzbekistan, the role of the state in this
process and the official interpretation of the Soviet era and Stalinist repressions take on

35 Igor Torbakov, “History, Memory and National Identity: Understanding the Politics of History and Memory Wars in
Post-Soviet Lands’, Demokratizatsiya, 2011, No. 19 (3), p. 224

36 Laura Adams, op. cit,, pp. 104-105.

37 Penpeccus. 1937-1938 rr.: JJokyMeHMbl U Mamepuanbl. Buiryck 4: JKepmebl Bonbuoro meppopa u3 Yzbexucmada.
1937 rod, dekabpsb, CoctaButenut: llamcytauHos P. T, A6aymiaeB M., [lycmaros . I1, Kyp6aHoB X. P. TamkeHT: [lapk,
2008.

38 Marlene Laruelle, op. cit., p. 9.
3 Samira Saramo, Ulla Savolainen, op. cit,, p. 9.

40 Tgor Torbakov, op. cit,, p. 223.
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special significance. According to some researchers, intellectual elites in Uzbekistan are
largely marginalised by the current political elites.” A study of state policy on perpetuating
the memory of the victims of Stalinist repressions in Uzbekistan allows us to assert that
representatives of the intellectual elite Bakhtiyor Khasanov, Naim Karimov and a number
of others actively interacted with the political elite on the issue of developing a strategy for
studying and popularising certain aspects of Stalinist repressions in Uzbekistan.

The theme of mass political repressions of the Stalin era and the rehabilitation of their
victims were used by the political elites of the post-Soviet Central Asian republics with
the exception of Turkmenistan and Tajikistan. In Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan
there are museums and monuments associated with the memory of Stalin's repressions.*?
A feature of the attitude towards Stalinist repressions and their victims was the selective
rehabilitation of certain victims of Soviet repressions. Unlike Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan does not have a law on the rehabilitation of victims of political
repression. There are only decrees and orders of the President of Uzbekistan on perpetu-
ating the memory of victims of repression.

Some features of the politics of memory in Uzbekistan can be highlighted: 1) the cre-
ation of new ideas that are an alternative to the Soviet historiography; 2) creating vari-
ous images of Russia, including negative ones; 3) the emergence of new public holidays;
4) renaming streets, squares and other places; 5) the demolition and installation of new
monuments - the creation of memorials that carry a symbolic meaning associated with
the formation of national identity.* In the policy of memory in Uzbekistan in relation to
the past and especially the Soviet period, three main stages can be distinguished: 1) 1991-
1999; 2) 1999-2016; 3) from 2017 to the present. In the first stage, under the influence of the
legacy of the perestroika era in Uzbekistan, archives were opened, research was conduct-
ed and materials on Soviet repressions in 1917-1989 were published. In the second stage,
the state more actively participated in the formation of the memory of repression, a day
of remembrance for victims of repression was designated, a State museum of memory of
the victims of the repressions was created and Books of Memory were published.

Under the first President of Uzbekistan Islam Abduganiyevich Karimov (1991-2016),
the Soviet past was interpreted differently at the first stage, then negative perceptions
intensified. It should be noted that during this period, some representatives of the coun-
try’s cultural elite were included in the state apparatus and had a certain influence on the

4 Diana Kudaibergenova, Boram Shin, “Authors and Authoritarianism in Central Asia: Failed Agency and Nationalis-
ing Authoritarianism in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan’, in: Asian Studies Review, 2018, No. 42 (2), p. 319.

42 TlaBen [ATIEHKO, ‘B3anMOCBI3b peabrINTalU KepPTB CTAJIMHCKUX PEIIPeCcCil 1 ITOIUTUIeCKo TpaHchopMa-
1IN TIOCTCOBETCKUX LIEHTPaIbHOA3MATCKUX TOCYAPCTB’, in: BecmHUK Kblprbl3cKo-PoccUlticKOro C/1a8siHCKOIo yHugep-
cumema [Bulletin of the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University], 2015, No. 15 (12), ¢. 31-32

4 Azim Malikov, “The Politics of Memory in Samarkand in Post-Soviet Period’, in: International Journal of Modern
Anthropology, 2018, No. 2 (11), pp. 127-145.
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formation of state ideology. For many representatives of the intellectual elite, the era of
Soviet repressions was a trauma that affected not only families but spiritual national val-
ues and religion. At the same time, it should be noted that in the 1990s and early 2000s,
within the cultural elite of Tashkent there were many ambivalent opinions about the So-
viet legacy of colonialism, modernisation and cultural development.** However, the pe-
culiarities of Uzbekistan's authoritarian system reduced the opportunities for discussion
and coexistence of different versions of the interpretation of the Soviet repressions. The
policy of Karimov and his circle in relation to the Soviet past is explained by the nature of
post-colonial nationalism. Karimov sought to declare a reinterpretation of historical, cul-
tural and ideological ideas in accordance with his own goals.* Territoriality — and least of
all ethnicity — have become some of the key aspects of national identity that Uzbekistan's
political elites are trying to promote.*®

The discourse of rejecting the heritage of the Soviet era also manifested itself in state
policy towards Soviet monuments. From 1992 to 2010, some memorial monuments
from the Russian Empire period, as well as the Soviet era, were destroyed in Uzbekistan,
including monuments to repressed Uzbek communists (for example, monuments to
Akmal Tkramov (1898-1938) and Mirkomil Mirsharapov (1900-1938) in Samarkand were
destroyed). This policy expressed the state’s strategy for decommunisation and de-
Sovietisation of the memorial culture of Uzbekistan.

The demands of intellectuals to perpetuate the memory of those killed during the Rus-
sian conquest and Soviet repression were supported by the government of Uzbekistan.
However, the initial focus was on Stalin’s repressions. In May 1999, the decree of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Perpetuating the Memory of Victims of Repression
in Uzbekistan” was published. In June 1999, the charitable foundation “Shahidlar Xotirasi”
(“In Memory of the Victims of Repression”) was created, which assists in the preparation
of a book of memory - “Qatag'on Qurbonlari” (“Victims of Repression”). In July 1999, a res-
olution of the Cabinet of Ministers under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
perpetuating the memory of patriots who gave their lives for the freedom of their home-
land and people” was promulgated.

The Shahidlar Xotirasi Memorial Complex (In Memory of the Victims of Repression)
was opened on 12 May 2000. Then in May 2001, a decree was issued by the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan Islam Abduganiyevich Karimov “On establishing a day of re-
membrance for victims of repression”. President Karimov noted in 2001 that “repression

4 Laura Adams, op. cit., p. 117.

4 Andrew March, “State Ideology and the Legitimation of Authoritarianism: The Case of Post-Soviet Uzbekistan’, in:
Journal of Political Ideologies, 2003, No. 8 (2), p. 212.

4 Matteo Fumagalli, “Ethnicity, State Formation and Foreign Policy: Uzbekistan and ‘Uzbeks abroad”, in: Central Asian
Survey, 2007, No. 26 (1), p. 119.
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is the basis of the hostile, violent, oppressive and intimidating policy that was carried out
against our entire people, a nation in the era of dependence and colonialism. Many in-
nocent people were punished by the tsarist troops during the occupation of Tashkent”
[1865].# In my opinion, the policy of President Islam Karimov and political elites regarding
the Soviet past is explained by the nature of anti-colonial nationalism. In addition, in the
1990s, the Uzbek diaspora abroad exerted a certain influence on the formation of anti-So-
viet discourse among the elite of Uzbekistan. The issue of Soviet repressions and anti-So-
viet discourse was reflected in the publications of foreign Uzbeks before and during the
era of independence, for example Baymirza Hayit,*® Ahat Andizhan and others.

Cultural elites and their attitude towards Stalinist repressions play an important role
inunderstanding state policy regarding the Soviet past. The cultural elites of Uzbekistan
include not only intellectuals from the capital but also from regional centres such as
Samarkand, Andijan, Karshi and Bukhara. The initiative to perpetuate the memory of
victims of repression was also supported by the regional elites of Uzbekistan. Separate
collections were published on the repression of the cultural elite in certain regions and
of these, researchers from the Ferghana Valley were the most active. In 2001, in Andijan,
Professor Rustam Shamsutdinov created the “Shahidlar Xotirasi” charitable foundation
and the International Foundation for the Scientific and Practical Expedition “Meros”
(“Heritage”), which collect and publish materials concerning the fate of victims of polit-
ical repression.®

I believe that with Mirziyoyev's coming to power, a new stage in the politics of mem-
ory has begun. It assumes a more liberal government policy and a wider discussion of
the issue of Soviet repressions and the rehabilitation of its victims. Under President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, an order was issued on 8 October 2020 “On additional measures
for a deeper study of the heritage and perpetuation of the memory of victims of political
repression”.>® To study this issue and perpetuate the memory of victims of repression,
and to promote the idea, ministries, museums, the Academy of Sciences, the National
Archive and others have been involved. The question has been raised about compiling
a complete list of victims of repression. It should be noted that in this complex process,
discussions arise about the issue of “executioners” and their “victims”. Uzbek authorities
continued to clarify the details of the legal aspect of the repressions in the 1920s and
1930s. On 19 April 2023, the Criminal Collegium of the Supreme Court of the Republic of

4 Vcmam KapuMoB, 3a mpougemaHue PoOuHb! - kaxcoblll U3 Hac 8 omaeeme, T. 9, TalkeHT: V36ekucToH, 2001, ¢. 330.

4 Baymirza Hayit, “Turkistan: A Case for National Independence’, in: Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs Journal, 1979,
No.1(1), pp. 38-50.

4 Pempeccus, BBIIIYCK 1, op. cit., C. 8.

50 Pacriopsprenue IpesueHTa Pecry6nuKy Y36ekucTaH O JOTIOMHUTENBHBIX Mepax 110 60iee IIy6oKOMy U3yde-
HUI0 HACTIEZIVS 1 YBEKOBEUEHUIO TTAMATY JKEPTB perpeccutl, 8 mexabpst 2020 rofa, in: <https://lex.uz/docs/5041021>,
[2024-09-30].
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Uzbekistan acquitted 208 Uzbek citizens born in the Ferghana, Samarkand and Kash-
kadaryaregions of the country. All of them were sentenced to execution or long terms of
imprisonment by decisions of special meetings of the OGPU “troikas” in 1930-1931.5 It is
planned to create corners in memory of victims of repression and books of memory of
mahallas [mahalla - local territorial-administrative unit in Uzbekistan], and the annual
preparation and publication of collections dedicated to the life and work of victims of
repression.

Uzbek historians consider Stalin's repressions in the context and as part of the anti-co-
lonial struggle against the Russian Empire. The issue of Soviet repression is also reflected
in school textbooks in Uzbekistan. In the textbook for the 10th grade of secondary schools
there is a paragraph “The repressive policy of Soviet power in Uzbekistan: its meaning and
consequences”.> Historians of the Mirziyoyev era pay much attention to studying the lives
of the repressed Jadids [modernists]. Currently, some Jadid ideas are selectively used to
popularise their ideological platform and are included in official narratives. Unlike the
Karimov era, historians can now freely talk about the ideas of Turkism propagated by the
Jadids. However, the Islamic elements and local identities expressed by some Jadid lead-
ers remain ignored.

The state’s pluralistic policy in studying the past of Uzbekistan allows representatives
of local society to openly express different views on the colonial era. Until 2022, other
factors such as the consideration of the voices of the Russian diaspora and the historical
memory of World War II also played an important role in Uzbekistan's memory policy.
For example, a new monument to the Soviet heroes of World War Il was erected in Tash-
kent: Sabir Rakhimov and others, and in 2018, a historical monument - the chapel was
restored in memory of the Russian soldiers who fell during the capture of Tashkent in
1865. It should be noted that there are heated debates and alternative opinions on these
issues in society. In general, unlike Russia where there are contradictory interpretations
of the events of the Stalin era,> discourses negatively related to this period dominate in
Uzbekistan.

51 Pyctam TeMupoB, “V3berucTtad peabunutuposai 6osee 200 JKePTB CTATUHCKUX peripeccuit’, in: <https://central.
asia-news.com/ru/articles/cnmi_ca/features/2023/05/11/feature-01>, [2024-09-30].

%2 IllaBKaT MUP3UEeB, “VIaCTHUKAM MeXIyHAPOIHON KOHbepeHIMH «[IKaIu/Ibl: HALIMOHAIBHOE CaMOCO3HAHKE,
WJIeV He3aBUCHMOCTH 1 TOCYAAapCTBEHHOCTH» ', 11-12-2023, in: <https:/president.uz/ru/lists/view/6919>, [2024-09-30].

5 KaxpaMoH Paykab0B, AK6ap 3aMOHOB, JIcmopus V36eKucmara. Yde6HuK ona yvawuxces 10-Kknaccog cpedHux 06-
pasosamernbHbIX yuperoeHUl U yupexcoeHutl cpedHero CrieyuanbHOro, MpopeccuoHanbHoro obpasosaHus, TalllKeHT:
2017, c. 80.

54 Kathleen Smith, Remembering Stalin's Victims: Popular Memory and the End of the USSR, Ithaca, NY: Cornell Univer-
sity Press, 1996, p. 207.
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The State museum of memory of the victims of the repressions*

Museums are places that construct specific and selective narratives about identities,
“concretising memory or institutionalising a certain vision of history. Museums in the
post-Soviet space shape discourse, legitimise national memory and create collective
memory”% Museums are unique cultural forms as well as political instruments with
specific policy agendas, as well as centres for education, research and knowledge dis-
semination about the contexts and situations in which violence and injustice occur.”’
The politics of memory entails “remembering” certain events of the past and “forget-
ting” others.

In 1990-1991, the children of the repressed, including the director of the Astronomical
Institute of the Academy of Sciences of the Uzbek SSR Toymas Yuldashbaev, advocated for
the creation of a memorial in Tashkent to those who died as a result of Stalin's repressions.>®
Tenyears later, the Uzbek authorities decide to create such a museum. The state museum of
memory of the victims of the repressions was formed in accordance with the decree of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On the establishment of the Day of Remembrance
for Victims of Repression” dated 1 May 2001. The museum is located in a place where, from
the early 1920s to the end of the 1930s, mass executions of repressed people took place. On
the inside of the museum’s dome there is an inscription: “The memory of those who died for
the freedom of their country must live forever” (in English and Uzbek).

The museum consists of six sections, the exhibits of which chronologically begin with
the period of colonisation of Central Asia (Turkestan) by tsarist Russia and the struggle of
the local population against the colonisers. Other sections are devoted to the repressions
of the 1920s-1950s. Video material in particular contains the memories of children whose
parents were dekulakised and expelled from the country, and the difficult conditions in
which they were forced to live and work. Separate stands are devoted to the repressions
against different nationalities. Thousands of Koreans, Crimean Tatars, Meskhetian Turks,
Volga Germans and representatives of other nationalities were deported from their plac-
es of residence to other republics, in particular to Uzbekistan. The last two sections in-
clude the repressions of the 1980s, as well as the perpetuation of the memory of those
repressed during the years of independence. The museum’s exhibitions reflect the histo-
ry of representatives of all nationalities who suffered from Soviet repression. These facts

55 <http;//muzey-xotira.uz/en/en_about-museum/#bosses_en>, [2024-10-16].

% Katarzyna Jarosz, ‘National Narratives of ‘Occupation’ in Historical Museums of the Post-Soviet Landscape”, in:
Visual Histories of Occupation: A Transcultural Dialogue (edited by Jeremy E. Taylor), 2021, London: Bloomsbury Aca-
demic, 2021, p. 242.

5 Amy Sodaro, Exhibiting Atrocity: Memorial Museums and the Politics of Past Violence, New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers
University Press, 2018, p. 5

8 Kamw VIKpaMoB, op. cit., . 256.
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refute the opinion of some researchers who wrote that the museum is dedicated only to
repressions against Uzbeks.>®

The State museum of memory of the victims of the repressions shows that the repres-
sions of the peoples of Uzbekistan are somewhat different from Russian narratives in that
they are given a general colonial character, covering a longer period.®® The museum did
not arise out of nowhere and this can be easily understood if you read publications from
the late 1980s and 1990s, where the problem of trauma and repression was much dis-
cussed by the cultural elites of Uzbekistan. The official memory of the repressed and the
State museum of memory of the victims of the repressionscreated by the state evokes
support from relatives and descendants of the repressed. However, as Timur Dadabaev
noted, there are also different, alternative versions of the perception of the Stalin era.®

In 2017, by decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of Uzbekistan, the museums “Qatagon
qurbonlari hotirasi” (The State museum of memory of the victims of the repressions) were
created as part of regional universities, for example at Andijan State University. The prin-
ciples of compiling exhibitions are similar to the museum in Tashkent but taking into ac-
count regional specifics and materials from researchers. A similar museum was created
in Urgench, the regional centre of the Khorezm province of Uzbekistan. It reflected the
tragic fates of the natives of Khorezm, including the founder of Uzbek cinema, Khudai-
bergen Devanov (1879-1938).¢2

There are exhibitions containing information about Stalin's repressions in the house-
museums of Abdulla Qodiriy, Oybek in Tashkent and Fayzulla Khojaev in Bukhara. Since
2017, monuments to repressed cultural figures have been erected in Uzbekistan: Abdulla
Avloni, Iskhokhon Ibrat, Abdulrauf Fitrat, Abdulhamid Cholpon, Abdulla Qodiriy.

Conclusions

The multinationality of Uzbekistan and its cultural elites had a significant impact on the
understanding of the country’s past and the formation of official memory. For many rep-
resentatives of the intellectual elite, the era of Soviet repression is a trauma that affected
not only families, but spiritual national values and religion. The policy of the Gorbachev
era and publications by intellectuals about traumatic memories played a major role in the

% Zhanat Kundakbayeva, Didar Kassymova, ‘Remembering and Forgetting: the State Policy of Memorializing Stalin's
Repression in Post-Soviet Kazakhstan’, in: Nationalities Papers, 2016, No. 44 (4), pp. 611-627.

60 BurkTop [IHMpenpMaH, ‘My3el 1 KOHCTPYHUPOBaHVe COLMaTbHON MaMATH: KYJIBETYPOJIOTMYeCKUH Moaxoz, in: Om-
Horpaguueckoe 0603peHue, 2010, N2 4, c. 24,

s Timur Dadabaev, op. cit., p. 91

62 XopasM KaTaroH KypboHIapy XOTUPACH My3er Tapuxy, in: <https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=7z0YN5xIN7Q>,
[2024-01-15].
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beginning of a mass discussion of Stalin’s repressions. The idea that Soviet repressions
should be viewed in the context of the anti-colonialist struggle against the aggression of
the Russian Empire was not an invention of Uzbek political elites, but was developed by
local cultural elites and under the influence of Uzbek intellectuals abroad. However, the
authoritarian policy of Islam Karimov influenced the interpretation of the ideas of resis-
tance, excluding Islamic and pro-Turkic (pan-Turkic) elements from them.

Since 2017, there has been a more liberal state policy and a wider discussion of the issue
of Soviet repression and the rehabilitation of its victims. Unlike neighbouring countries,
the political and cultural elites of Uzbekistan do not follow the ethnic principle of studying
archival materials on the repressed, but adhere to internationalism and territoriality.
Ethnic Uzbeks who lived outside the Uzbek SSR and suffered from Stalin's repressions are
notincludedinthe official narratives of Uzbekistan. Compared to the Karimov era, the state
is now paying more attention to the issue of rehabilitation of victims of Soviet repressions.
In the public discourse of Uzbekistan the problem of those responsible for the repressions
is discussed, but the political elites preferred the concept of reconciliation and refused
to search for traitors and condemn supporters of the Soviet regime. According to the
new policy, all residents of the former Uzbek SSR who suffered from Stalinist repression,
regardless of their political position, are considered victims of the Soviet regime.
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Azim Malikov

Stalino represijos ir auky reabilitacija Uzbekistano atminties politikoje

Santrauka

Sio straipsnio tikslas - i3nagrinéti, kaip Stalino represijos atsispindi Uzbekistano atminties politikoje
ir tampa nacionalinio ideologinio diskurso konstravimo proceso dalimi. Uzbekistano daugiatautis-
kumas ir autoritariné valdymo sistema turéjo didele itaka Salies praeities suvokimui ir oficialiosios
atminties formavimuisi. Tyrimo Saltiniai - oficialtis duomenys, publikuoti ir nepublikuoti memuarai,
taip pat individualus interviu su epochos liudininkais. Sovietiniy represijy vertinimo antikolonialines
kovos pries Rusijos imperijos agresija kontekste idéja kilo ne uzbeky politiniam elitui - ja suformula-
vo ir iSplétojo vietos kultarinis elitas kartu su uzsienyje gyvenanciais uzbeky intelektualais. Pirmasis
Uzbekistano prezidentas Islamas Karimovas, glaudZiai bendraudamas su uzbekuy intelektualiniu elitu,
prisidéjo prie nacionalinés atminties apie sovietines represijas ir aukas formavimo. Siuo laikotarpiu
sovietiniy represijy auky reabilitacija buvo vykdoma selektyviai. ] valdZig atéjus Savkatui Mirzijojevui,
vyriausybes politika tapo liberalesné, o sovietiniy represiju ir jy auky reabilitacijos klausimas prade-
tas svarstyti placiau. Oficialiuose naratyvuose visi buvusios Uzbekijos SSR gyventojai, nukentéje nuo
stalininiy represiju, nepriklausomai nuo jy politinés pozicijos, laikomi sovietinio rezimo aukomis.
Skirtingai nei kaimyninése Salyse, analizuodamas sovietiniy represijy aukas, Uzbekistano politinis ir
kultarinis elitas nesivadovauja etniniu principu, o laikosi tarptautiskumo ir teritoriSkumo principy.

ReikSminiai Zodziai: sovietiniy represiju atmintis, tautos formavimasis, kulttrinis elitas, autorita-
rizmas.
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Over the past two decades, the memory of political repressions during the Soviet
era has constituted one of the foremost expressions of “unofficial counter-memory”
(Gegengedachtnis)! in Russia. This counter-memory stands in opposition to the official
historical narrative that has been reinforced throughout these decades under the Putin
regime, glorifying state power and intending to present as legitimate all actions of the
Russian government, in both the present and the past.?

This paper is an attempt to outline the main stages of memory politics around one of
the segments of the “memorial landscape” of modern Russia, namely the memory of the
Soviet-era political repressions. We will try to identify the main groups of the “mnemonic
actors” and the strategies followed by these actors at each of the stages. This will: 1) note
the forms of interaction between different groups of actors, 2) outline the main forms of
commemoration of victims of political repression characteristic of each of the stages, and
3) ask the question about the relationship between the policy of remembrance of political
repression in the USSR and the general political changes in the country.

The changes in the politics of memory that are most significant for this review are those
that have occurred since the Russian authorities liquidated the two central organisations
of the Memorial Society in the winter of 2021/22, and the subsequent full-scale Russian
invasion of Ukraine. Regrettably, as of now, we do not possess a comprehensive database
that, upon analysis, would enable us to provide a quantitative assessment of the develop-
ment of specific trends in commemorative practices over the past two with a half years.
In light of this limitation, the delineation of trends and the acknowledgment of significant
facts represent an unavoidable research strategy. The conceptual framework proposed
for the study of memory politics in post-socialist Europe by a team of researchers led by
Jan Kubik and Michael Bernhard,? as well as studies on the dynamics of social memory
and forgetting (especially in the context of memory politics), play a special role in this
study. Among these are included the concepts of “canon” and “archive” of social memory,
developed by Aleida Assmann.*

1 Aleida Assmann, Formen des Vergessens, Gottingen: Wallstein Verlag, 2016, p. 96.

2 On the ‘retrospective dimension” of the modern Russian statism as a new form of dominant political ideology
in Russia, see the research of the Free Historical Society: “What kind of past Russia’s future needs’, Moskva: Komitet
grazhdanskikh initciativ, 2017. See also: Maria Snegovaya, Michael Kimmage, Jade McGlynn, “The Ideology of Putinism:
Is It Sustainable?’, in: CSIS, 27-09-2023, <https:/csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2023-09/230927_
Snegovaya_ldeology_Putinism.pdf?Versionld=S1qYNbXnswIMssRTm9OvZC86e0f AYIbQ>, [2024-11-12].

3 Michael Bernhard, Jan Kubik (eds.), Twenty Years after Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration,
Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2014.

4 Aleida Assmann, ‘Canon and Archive’, in: Astrid Erll and Ansgar Nunning (eds)), Cultural Memory Studies: An Inter-
national and Interdisciplinary Handbook, Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter, 2008, pp. 97-107. On the mechanisms
of the displacements and social forgetting see also: Paul Connerton, How Modernity Forgets, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009.
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In this concise paper, I will refrain from delving into the discussion of categorising
specific forms of Soviet repressions, predominantly those from the Stalinist era, as either
genocide or sociocide. I will not engage in the examination of the events of local famines in
1922 and 1945-1947 in the Urals,” which have been largely marginalised in public historical
recollection. Additionally, I will not touch upon the question of whether the famine of
1932-1933 in Ukraine,® Kazakhstan, the Middle and Lower Volga, and the North Caucasus
should be considered genocide. Nor will I address the debate surrounding whether the
deportations of Germans from the Volga region in 1941 and the forced displacement
of Crimean Tatars, Chechens, Ingush, Bulgars and Kalmyks in 1944 can be classified as
genocides.” The discussion will not extend to determining whether the so-called Polish
Operation conducted by the NKVD in 1937-1938, which resulted in the victimisation of
approximately 111,000 individuals out of an estimated 600,000 Poles residing in the USSR
at the time?, exhibited features of genocide. The objective is to analyse the dynamics of
changes in the forms of commemorating these tragedies for last decades.

I would like to begin with a reminder: in her 2020 article on memory, identity and
emotions, Aleida Assmann formulates a thesis which she previously articulated in
some of her works. Faced with an “inconvenient” past, which conceals mass crimes and
traumas, contemporary cultures of national memory typically recognise only three
sanctioned roles: 1) the victor who has overcome evil, 2) the fighter of resistance and
martyr who struggled against evil, and 3) the victim who passively endured evil. Anything

5 Onthe mass famine 0f 1922 in the Urals see: Igor Narskij, Zhizn'v katastrofe: Budni naselenija Urala v 1917-1922 gg.,
Moskva: ROSSPEN, 2001.

¢ From the extensive bibliography dedicated to the mass famine 0f 1932-1933 in Ukraine and especially the polemics
surrounding the classification of this tragedy, I will confine my reference to the work of a brilliant Ukrainian historian
Georgiy Kasianov: Georgiy Kasianov, Danse macabre: golod 19321933 rokiv u politici, masovij svidomosti ta istoriografii
(1980-ti — pochatok 2000-h), Kyiv: Institut istorii Ukrainy, 2010.

7 Itisimperative to observe, however, that even current Russian legislation categorises these deportations as geno-
cides. The Law of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic dated 26 April 1991, No 1107-1, “On the Rehabilitation
of Repressed Peoples” (with amendments and additions as of July 1, 1993), Article 2 stipulates: “Repressed peoples
are acknowledged as those (nations, nationalities, or ethnic groups, and other historically established cultural-ethnic
communities of people, for example, the Cossacks), in relation to whom, based on signs of national or other affiliation,
a state-level policy of defamation and genocide was conducted, accompanied by their forced resettlement, abolition
of national-state formations, redrawing of national-territorial borders, and the establishment of a regime of terror and
violence in places of special settlement”. See: Zakon RSFSR ot 26 aprelja 1991 g. N@ 1107-1 “O reabilitaciji repressiro-
vannyh narodov” (s izmenenijami I dopolnenijami), in: <https://base garant.ru/10200365/>, [2024-01-10]. Ttalic in the
quotation is mine - AK.

8 It is essential to note that not all those repressed in the context of the Polish Operation were ethnically Poles;
among the victims were Ukrainians, Jews, Russians, Lithuanians and, in some regions of the USSR, nearly half of the
victims were ethnically Belarusian. See more on the subject: Bogdan Musial, “The ‘Polish Operation’ of the NKVD: The
Climax of the Terror Against the Polish Minority in the Soviet Union”, Journal of Contemporary History, 48 (2), 2012,
pp. 98-124; Niikita Petrov, Arsenij Roginskiy, ‘Polskaja operacija NKVD 1937-1938 gg, in: Guryanov, A. E. (ed.), Repressii
protiv polyakov i polskih grazhdan, t. 1, Moskva: Zvenja, 1997, s. 22-43; Aleksey Kamenskikh, “Polskie perebezhchiki
iz Zapadnoj Belarusiji v ‘Polskoj operaciji 1937-1938 godov v Permi”, Perm University Herald - History, 2020, 50 (3),
S.76-88.
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beyond these positions and perspectives either cannot become the subject of an accepted
narrative or is only reluctantly integrated, thus being “forgotten” at the official level.®
Among the most challenging aspects to perceive and maintain in contemporary social
memory is the recollection of the perpetrators of violence and injustice for those modern
groups (political, social, ethnic) whose identity is constructed as continuous in relation to
groups responsible for past acts of violence and injustice.’® Certainly, this does not imply
the impossibility of the existence of a narrative of historical responsibility (as exemplified
by the concept of “constitutional patriotism” in modern Germany).! However, all else
being equal, constructing an identity by commemoratively aligning with victors in the
struggle against evil or with victims of injustice is immeasurably “easier” than cultivating
an awareness of responsibility for crimes committed in the past by members of the group
to which a person belongs.

This thesis by Aleida Assmann comes to mind each time someone endeavours to
explain the history of Russia’s memorial culture over the past thirty-seven years. The
famous Historikerstreit (“historians’ dispute”) unfolded in Germany, and culminated in
establishing the tragedy of the Holocaust as a main event of modern German history
and the historical responsibility of the German people for the crimes of National
Socialism. These are seen as central elements of the contemporary “mnemonic regime”
(to use the term of Michael Bernhard and Jan Kubik®) in Germany. In the late USSR,
amid the so-called Perestroika and Glasnost, there emerged a public engagement and
wide discussion of the painful topic of Stalinist repressions and Soviet political terror
in general. The culmination of the last process was the establishment of the “Memorial
Society” (1987-1989), with dozens of regional branches across the USSR and tens of
thousands of members. Also, the dismantling of the monument to Felix Dzerzhinsky, the
founder of the Soviet political police, on Lubyanka Square in Moscow (on 23 August 1991,
amid the confrontation with the revanchist coup attempt by the State Committee on
the State of Emergency). A somewhat non-trivial commonality between the concept of
“constitutional patriotism” in Germany and the national consensus that formed regarding
Stalinist repressions in the late USSR and post-Soviet Russia of the 1990s is an ethical
“turn” (metanoia) in historical memory that occurred without external pressure. This

9 Aleida Assmann, “Erinnerung, Identitat, Emotionen: Die Nation neu denken’, Bldtter flir deutsche und internatio-
nale Politik, 2020, Vol. 3, s. 79-80.

. On the “memorial aspect” of social groups' identity, see: Kathrin Bachleitner, “Collective memory and the social
creation of identities: linking the past with the present and future”, in: Shane M. O'Mara (ed.), Collective Memory, Dublin:
The University of Dublin, 2022, pp. 167-176.

1 See, among others: Ciaran Cronin, “Democracy and Collective Identity: In Defense of Constitutional Patriotism’, in:
European Journal of Philosophy, 2003, 11(1), pp. 1-28.

2 On the notion of “mnemonic regime”, see: Michael Bernhard, Jan Kubik (eds), Twenty Years after Communis, New
York: Oxford Academic, 2014, pp. 4-34.
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turn is expressed in the willingness to assume responsibility for the crimes committed
by a person’s own country in the past - with the aim of rendering them impossible in the
future.

This consensus, established during the Perestroika period and generally maintained
until 2014, involved viewing Stalinist repressions as a series of crimes committed by
the state against its own citizens, as well as those who were not its own (such as Polish
prisoners of war executed in Katyn and Mednoye®). Unconditional condemnation of
these repressions found expression, notably in the creation of the Katyn Memorial
Complex (1998), as a symbol of Russian-Polish national reconciliation. It also manifested
in the transfer of documents to the Polish side, providing evidence of the crimes
committed by the Soviet leadership that orchestrated the execution of Polish prisoners
of war in 19404 Additionally, legislative measures were taken, including the enactment
of laws “On the Rehabilitation of Repressed Peoples” (April 1991, July 1993) and “On the
Rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repressions” (October 1991) - albeit incomplete
and containing internal contradictions.”> Sections on the history of repression were
incorporated into school textbooks on the modern history of Russia; numerous special
textbooks on teaching the history of Soviet political repression at school have been
published.’s The following can also be added: the transfer of (part of) the KGB archival
collections to the Central and Regional State Archives of Socio-Political History (1991-
1992); the designation of 30 October as a Day of Remembrance for Victims of Political
Repressions among nationwide commemorative dates (1991); the adoption of the State
Policy Concept for Commemorating the Victims of Political Repressions (2015); and the
establishment of regional commissions tasked with implementing this concept (which
operated until spring 2022).

The pivotal role in preserving and perpetuating the memory of Soviet repressions
was played by the activities of the Memorial society engaged in research and educational

B See: Alexandr Gurianov, Anna Dzenkevitch, Sergei Zenkov (eds), Ubity v Kalinine, zahoroneny v Mednom: Kniga
pamjati polskih voennoplennyh - uznikov Ostashkovskogo lagerja NKVD SSSR, rasstreljannyh po resheniju Politburo VK-
P(b) ot 5 marta 1940 goda, t. 1-3, Moskva: Memorial, 2019.

14 See, among others: “Chaika: peredacha Polshe materialov katynskogo dela pochti zavershena’, in: RIA Novosti, 19-
05-2011, <http://ria.ru/society/20110519/376748675.html>, [2024-11-12].

5 The critical analysis of the law “On the Rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repressions” is presented, for ex-
ample, in Roman Lazukov, “Kvadratnyi metr GULAGa: Kak dejstvuet Zakon ‘O reabilitacii zhertv poloticheskih re-
pressii’ I dozhivut li do ego ispolnenija postradavshie’, in: Novaya Gazeta, 10-12-2020, <https://novayagazeta.ru/arti-
cles/2020/12/10/88308-kvadratnyy-metr-gulaga>, [2024-11-12].

6 See, among others: Nikolai Ivnitskij, Kollektivizatsija I raskulachivanie (nachalo 30-h godov): Uchebnoe posobie dlia
vuzovishkol, Moskva: Magistr, 1996; Yuri Kachanovskij, Diktatura Stalina. Uroki I vyvody: Uchebnoe posobie, Khabarovsk,
2002; Viktor Kirillov, Istorija repressij I pravozashchitnoje dvizhenije v Rossiji: Uchebnoe posobie, Ekaterinburg: Uralskij
pedagogicheskij institut, 1999; Anfisa Kukushkina, Stanovilenije sovetskoj totalitarnoj sistemy (20-30-e gody XX veka):
Uchebnoe posobie, Karaganda, 2002; Andrej Suslov, Maria Cheremnykh, Izuchenije v shkole istoriji stalinskih repressij:
Metodicheskoje posobije, Perm: Centr grazhdanskogo obrazovanija I prav cheloveka, 2016.
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work, and publishing hundreds of volumes of the Books of Memory.” Since 1999, the
International Memorial and regional branches of the Memorial Society in Russia have
organised an annual competition for research papers by school students titled “Human
in History. Russia — XX Century”. Over twenty years, thousands of high school students
participated, dedicating their research to topics such as “The Cost of Victory”, “Family

” o« ” o«

History”, “A Person and Power”, “A Person and Homeland” and “Ours - Others”®

One of the key forms of the “memory infrastructure” concerning Soviet repressions
since the early 1990s has been the proliferation of numerous monuments dedicated to
their victims. Several categories of such monuments can be discerned. Primarily, these
are memorials to the victims of genocides (almost exclusively referring to the peoples
who experienced mass deportations in the 1940s and 1950s). Examples are: the monu-
ment to the Kalmyks - victims of the Ulusy operation (Elista, 1992), a grassroots memorial
made from tombstones in memory of the victims of the deportation of Chechens (Grozny,
1992); a monument to the deported Ingush people (known as the “Nine Towers”, Nazran,
1997); a monument to the victims of the deportation of Germans from the Volga region
(Engels, 2011), and so forth.

Another category comprises numerous monuments to victims of political repres-
sion beyond the borders of national republics. For instance, the “12 Kilometre” site on the
Moscow tract near Yekaterinburg, where in 1937-1938, thousands of residents of the vast
then-Sverdlovsk region, executed by the NKVD, were buried in trenches. This memorial
was established in 1996, and in 2017 the monumental bronzes “Masks of Sorrow” by Ernst
Neizvestny were installed there. Another example is the monument to victims of political
repressions at the Yegoshikha cemetery in Perm, installed in 1996 with the funds of local
residents.2’ Notably, with few exceptions (such as the “Wall of Grief” in Moscow, finished

7 From the mid-2010s the data of these regionally published Books of Memory were generalised by the Interna-
tional Memorial into the digital bases Victims of the repressions, in: <https://www.memo.ru/ru-ru/history-of-repres-
sions-and-protest/victims/obshie-bazy-zhertv-repressij/>.

8 On anationwide scale, the competition ceased to be held in 2021 due to governmental persecution of the Memo-
rial Society. However, certain regional branches of Memorial Society, notably the Perm branch, persisted in organising
and conducting the competition until the summer of 2023. The competition's archive and numerous publications
related to its activities are preserved on the “History Lessons” website: <https://urokiistorii.ru>.

¥ Tt is indicative that later, Chechnya became the first region in Russia where authorities initiated a campaign
against this “inconvenient” memory. The initial target of Ramzan Kadyrov's administration was a memorial date asso-
ciated with the deportation of the Chechen and Ingush peoples: 23 February (coinciding with the date of one of Russia’s
annual military holidays). In 2011, by Kadyrov's decree, official events related to the deportation were shifted to 10 May
(the anniversary of the burial of Ahmad Kadyrov, the father of the current Chechen president). Following Kadyrov's ex-
ample, the authorities of Ingushetia also moved the memorial date to 24 February in 2014. In February 2014, Kadyrov's
administration liquidated the grassroots memorial commemorating the victims of the Chechen deportation in Gro-
zny. See: Murad Magomadov, “Memorial v Groznom: likvidacija pamiati chechenskogo Naroda’, in: BBC News, 20-02-
2014, <https;//www.bbc.com/russian/blogs/2014/02/140220_blog_caucasus_chechnya_deportation>, [2024-01-15].

20 See the photo and the description of the monument on the site of the Perm regional branch of the Memorial
Society, in: <http://www.pmem.ru/index php?id=5454>.
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in 2017), memorials dedicated to victims of repression beyond the borders of national re-
publics were almost always created by groups of civic activists without the involvement of
state, or often, even local authorities. This holds true for memorials and monuments of
the third type, which commemorate the victims of deportations of Lithuanians and Poles.
Typically, they were established by representatives of ethnocultural Polish and Lithuanian
communities or, in some cases, places of memory for such communities became a “com-
mon” monument to victims of political repression in a particular region (again, exempli-
fied by Perm).

This brief (and by no means exhaustive) overview of the “infrastructure” of the civil
memorial space concerns the traumatic past developed by the forces of civil society for
the first decades of post-Soviet period. I will conclude by mentioning numerous public
museums and memorial complexes dedicated to the history of political repression in the
USSR. The most famous among them was the Museum of the History of Political Repres-
sions “Perm-36", established by civic activists in 1995 on the site of one of the camps of the
infamous “Perm Triangle”, where political dissidents were held from 1972 to 1989. In 2014,
in the situation of the raised state oppression against the “inconvenient past™? fifty-eight
such museums directly devoted to the history of Soviet political repressions established
The Association of the Memory Museums.?? Additionally, there are civil commemoration
projects such as “Return of Names” (a public reading of the names of victims of Soviet au-
thorities held annually on 29 October, starting in 2007) and “Last Address” (similar in de-
sign and concept to the German “Stolpersteine” project, involving the installation of steel
memorial plaques on the houses where victims of Soviet political terror lived; the project
has been implemented since 2014).2

The situation underwent a qualitative transformation from 2012, after the mass protests
on Bolotnaya square in Moscow, when Russian authorities launched an active struggle
for the domain of public history, treating it as a mobilisation “resource”. In this year, two
pro-government organisations were established to exert control over historical policy in
the country: the first was the Russian Military Historical Society (Rossiyskoye voyenno-
istoricheskoye obshchestvo - RVIO) under the leadership of the Minister of Culture
of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Medinsky. The second was the Russian Historical
Society (Russkoye istoricheskoye obshchestvo - R10), led by Sergey Naryshkin, who was
the Chairman of the State Duma at that time. This period witnessed the imposition of a

2 The term coined by Nikolai Epple. See his Neudobnoje proshloje: pamiat o gosudarstvennyh prestuplenijah v Rossiji
idrugih stranah, Moskva: Novoje literaturnoje obozrenie, 2022.

2 The Association continues its activity. See its site:<http://memorymuseums.ru/members>.

2 As of the beginning of 2024, nearly 3,000 plaques of the project have been installed in Russia and beyond. The
coordination of “The Last Address” project is managed by an independent foundation of the same name. The informa-
tion on the principles of project organisation and plaques already installed or planned for installation, is presented on
its official website: <https://www.poslednyadres.ru>.
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statist narrative, advocating that discussions about historical events should exclusively
be framed with pride. A declared campaign against the “rewriting of history” ensued, and
pro-government “historical” organisations initiated efforts to establish a “unified history
textbook”.

This trend intensified from early spring 2014 onwards: appeals to historical events were
utilised by pro-Kremlin politicians and media as a means of mobilising the population in
the conditions of unleashed armed aggression against Ukraine. Moreover, it was in 2014
that a mass campaign for the “rehabilitation” and public glorification of Stalin became
prominent (referred to as the “Stalinist banneriany”, with some earlier manifestations
dating back to 2011).2* A little later (from 2016 onwards), monuments to one of the darkest
historical figures, Ivan the Terrible, appeared in Russia for the first time in its history,
situated in cities such as Oryol, Alexandrov, and Cheboksary. Projected on to historical
events, the thesis develops: the state has the right to dispose of people’s lives as it sees fit.
In the same year, 2014, pro-government forces carried out a “raider seizure” of the public
museum of the history of political repressions, Perm-36 (formerly not only a museum but
also a venue for annual mass memory forums and political discussions “Pilorama”). On 5
May 2014, Article 354.1 was introduced into the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.
This stipulated penalties for the “rehabilitation of Nazism” which, among other things,
includes the “dissemination of knowingly false information about the activities of the
USSR during the years of the Second World War"* (including, for example, information
about the close collaboration between the USSR and Nazi Germany from late August 1939
to June 1941).

Nonetheless, post-2014, the resistance against the “statist turn” remained quite
intense. In response to the “raider seizure” of the public history domain by pro-Kremlin
politicians, professional historians established the Free Historical Association, led by
Nikita Sokolov. It was in 2014 that the civil commemoration project for victims of Soviet
politicalrepressions, “The Last Address”,wasinitiated. Existing memorials were supported,
and new ones dedicated to the victims of political repressions emerged. An illustrative
example is the memorial in Galayshor in the northern part of the Perm Krai, situated in
an abandoned cemetery of Lithuanian and Polish “special settlers”. The creation of the
memorial was initiated in 2016 by Leonid Ladanov (son of an administrator of the former
camp) and his friend Antanas Gurkshnis (son of Lithuanian special settlers). The initiative
was realised with active participation from the Perm Memorial Society and Lithuanian

2 Aleksey Kamenskikh, ,Vizualizatsia pamiati o politicheskih repressijah i istoria ‘stalinskoj banneriany: permskij
keis (2014-2015)", Lectorium of the Museum of Contemporary Art PERMM, 15-01-2021, in: <https;//www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MWiYc5905qY&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fpermm.ru%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY>,
[2024-11-12].

2 Ugolovnyj Kodeks RF. Statja 354.1 UK RF “Reabilitacija nacizma’, in: <https://www.ugolkod.ru/statya-354-1>.
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volunteers. Immediately after the installation of the memorial in Galayshor, a vigorous
campaign unfolded around it in the regional media of Perm. Fortunately, during 2016-
2017, the matter concluded favourably for the creators of the monument, and Antanas
Gurkshnis received a letter of appreciation from the human rights commissioner in the
Perm Region.

However, repression against defenders of the “inconvenient” memory intensifies. In
December 2016 Yuri Dmitriev, the head of the Karelian branch of the Memorial Society,
was arrested. Due to his long-term research and enlightening efforts, the Sandarmokh
forestin Karelia - a site of mass executions of inmates from the Solovetsky Special Purpose
Camp (Solovetskiy lager’ osobogo naznacheniya - SLON), became an important place
of memory and mourning. Dmitriev and his colleagues managed to identify the names
of almost all the nearly one thousand individuals executed in Sandarmokh.?® Despite a
prolonged public campaign for his release (which involved acquittal and subsequent re-
arrest, leading to a new criminal prosecution and a sentence of 15 years in a strict-regime
colony), Yuri Dmitriev remains in detention. In January 2018, the head of the regional
branch of the Memorial Society in Chechnya, Oyub Titiev, was arrested (in June 2019,
thanks to a mass campaign in his defence, he was released). Attempts are being made
to transform the former Museum of the History of Political Repressions Perm-36 into a
“Museum of the History of the USSR Penitentiary System”. Pro-Kremlin historians have
attempted to “redesignate” Sandarmokh, claiming that the remains in the Karelian forest
are not of Solovetsky camp inmates but of Red Army soldiers executed by the Finns in 1918.
A similar “redesignation” effect has been achieved by installing stands in the exposition of
the Katyn Memorial Complex, narrating the difficult fate of Red Army soldiers captured
by the Polish army in 1920. In the spring of 2020 in Mednoye, near Tver, copper memorial
plaques installed in 1991 on the wall of the Tver Medical University, commemorating the
Polish officers shot in this building in 1940, were dismantled. During the period spanning
the autumn of 2019 to the beginning of 2021, a new wave of persecutions emerged,
involving harassment in both regional and federal media, along with searches and
legal proceedings. They were targeting the defenders of the memorial commemorating
Lithuanian and Polish special settlers in Galyashor - Leonid Ladanov and the staff of the
Perm “Memorial” organisation.

A pivotal moment in the changes of the mnemonic regime in current Russia occurred
in the winter of 2021-2022. As preparations for a full-scale invasion of Ukraine were un-
derway, Russian authorities sought to carry out a comprehensive purge of the field of me-
morial culture, targeting any institutions that supported competing historical narratives.
The decision of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation led to the liquidation of the

% See: Irina Flige, Sandormokh: Dramaturgija smyslov, Sankt-Peterburg: Nestor-Istorija, 2019.
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International Memorial and the Human Rights Centre — two central entities within the net-
work of organisations affiliated with The Memorial Society.?”

From the spring of 2023 onwards, we can observe the execution by pro-government
forces of an unofficial nationwide campaign to destroy monuments commemorating
the victims of Soviet repressions and deportations. These had been established early
in memory of the representatives of “unfriendly countries” (in the current official
terminology), particularly to Lithuanians and Poles. In April 2023, news emerged of the
destruction, using heavy machinery, of a monument dedicated to Polish and Lithuanian
exiles in Galyashor. In May, monuments commemorating Stalin-era repression victims
among Lithuanians and Poles were demolished in the village of Pivovarikha in the
Irkutsk region. In July, a memorial honouring repressed Poles at the Levashovo Memorial
Cemetery in Saint Petersburg mysteriously disappeared. From June to September, there
was a gradual destruction of the memorial complex dedicated to Polish exiles in Yakutsk.
In September, a massive concrete monument dedicated to Poles working in the Gulag
mines was destroyed near Vorkuta.

Throughout the country, instances of desecration and destruction of plaques from the
“Last Address” project are being reported. In the summer and autumn of 2023, Russian
authorities finally implement their long-standing project to introduce a “unified history
textbook”. This textbook, edited by Vladimir Medinsky, is distributed to schools nation-
wide, aimed at achieving objectives more related to “statist indoctrination” than educa-
tion. In this textbook, all moments in Russian history where state power did not present
itself in the best light are either sidestepped or described using legitimising and glorify-
ing formulations. The annexation of the territories of present-day Western Ukraine and
Western Belarus in the autumn of 1939 and the seizure of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia in
1940 are interpreted in this textbook as the return of territories that “were taken from our
country” in 1918-1920. The term “genocide” is used in this textbook only to refer to the ac-
tions of forces “unfriendly to us” (the Holocaust carried out by the Nazis “with the support
of local collaborators” in the Baltic States and Ukraine; the actions of the Ukrainian In-
surgent Army forces against the Polish population of Galicia and Volhynia in 1943-1944).

In the emerging memorial regime, narratives of genocide against the peoples of the
former USSR may acquire new functions not previously inherent to them, being employed
in internal struggles among representatives of pro-Putin political elites. An example
can be found in the statement made by Ramzan Kadyrov (the head of Chechnya) in the

27 The Memorial Society not only organised projects related to commemorative practices but also actively engaged
in human rights advocacy. With this, and taking into account the destruction of other oppositional organisations by
the Russian authorities (primarily those associated with the activities of the opposition figure Alexej Navalny), the rela-
tively weak level of consolidation within the protest movement at the onset of the Russian military invasion of Ukraine
becomes more understandable.
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autumn of 2023, opposing Medinsky’s textbook, which essentially justifies the deportation
of Chechens and other peoples of the North Caucasus in 1944. As a result of the conflict,
the distribution of the new textbook within the territory of Chechnya was halted, and
the author of the textbook visited Grozny to apologise for the “mistakes” made during an
audience with Kadyrov.

At the same time, under the backdrop of Russia’s war against Ukraine, a new manifes-
tation of the protest potential of the memory of victims of Soviet-era political repression
is observed. In January 2023, a residential building in Dnipro was destroyed by a Russian
missile. Dozens of monuments to victims of Soviet political repression across Russia
alongside monuments and places associated with Ukraine in urban spaces (such as those
dedicated to Lesya Ukrainka and Taras Shevchenko), became sites of spontaneous grass-
roots anti-war memorials expressing grief and solidarity with the Ukrainian people.?®

The focus of the Russian authorities on the memory of Soviet political repression
victims as a significant arena of “mnemonic battles” continued, even amid the war against
Ukraine. This is demonstrated by the decision made by the Russian government on 20
June 2024, to introduce amendments to the State Policy Concept for Commemorating the
Victims of Political Repressions. These amendments are so extensive that they effectively
eliminate the concept’s practical impact,® thereby bringing an end to the practice of
simulating remembrance of Soviet political terror victims at the official level. These
changes to the State Policy Concept were followed by a statement from the Prosecutor
General's Office of the Russian Federation about an unprecedented process of “de-
rehabilitation” underway since mid-2022: a review of the cases of political terror victims
and the re-affirmation of guilty verdicts once issued by Stalin-era prosecutors.°

Thus, changes affecting one segment of Russia’s contemporary “memorial landscape” -
the memory of Soviet-era political repressions — exemplify a growing trend in modern
Russia to institutionalise a specific form of statism that legitimises all state actions, past
and present, as an official and dominant ideology. A consequence of this process is the
marginalisation of memories of state-perpetrated crimes from the relatively recent past,
pushing them out of the canon of historical memory.

28 Cultural anthropologist Alexandra Arkhipova refers to this wave of spontaneous anti-war actions as ‘quiet” or
“flower” protests in her research. See: Alexandra Arkhipova, “Empatija kak protest’, Holod, 02-02-2023, <https://holod.
media/2023/02/02/flower-protest/>, [2024-11-12].

2 Detailed analysis of this changes is offered by Boris Vishnevsky, “Memento - shory: V Rossiji utochnili kanony
gosudarstvennoj istoricheskoj pamjati: sovetskije repressii ne byli ‘'massovymi’, a amnistii politzekov dali svobodu
‘banderovtsam”, in: Novaya Gazeta, 02-09-2024, <https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2024/09/02/memento-shory>,
[2024-11-12].

30 Katja Zagvozdkina, ‘Prokuratura za dva goda dobilas otmeny reabilitatsiji bolee chem 4000 chelovek”, in: Forbes,
19-09-2024, <https://www.forbes.ru/society/521510-prokuratura-za-dva-goda-dobilas-otmeny-reabilitacii-bolee-
-cem-4000-celovek>, [2024-11-12].
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»,Nepatogios praeities” iSstimimas: sovietmeciu vykdyty represijy ir genocido atmintis
dabartinéje Rusijoje

Santrauka

Straipsnyje apzvelgiami posovietinégje Rusijoje vyke atminties politikos, susijusios su sovietiniu laiko-
tarpiu vykdytomis politinémis represijomis, pokyciai, apzvelgiant laikotarpj nuo XX a. deSimtojo de-
Simtmecio pradzios iki $iy dieny. Remdamasis Jano Kubiko ir Michaelio Bernhardo pasitlyta atminties
politikos studijy metodologija bei Aleidos Assmann kulturinés atminties ,kanono” ir ,archyvo" koncep-
cijomis, autorius nagrinéja Sio Rusijos ,atminties krastovaizdZzio” segmento pokyc¢iy dinamika, veikia-
ma politiniy poslinkiy, susijusiy su agresyviais 2014-2022 m. Rusijos vadovybés veiksmais del atmin-
ties apie politinius valstybés nusikaltimus isstumimo is viesosios erdves kaip politinio elito kovos su
priesingai teigian¢ia ,kontratmintimi® forma. Ypatingas démesys skiriamas pokyc¢iams, vykstantiems
sovietiniy politiniy represijy atminties politikoje nuo Rusijos visapusiskos invazijos j Ukraina pradZios.
ReikSminiai Zodziai: sovietinés politinés represijos, atminties politika, mnemoniniai veikéjai, ,Memo-
rial” draugija.

195



2024 2(56) Genocidas ir rezistencija p.196-217
ISSN 1392-3463 https://doi.org/10.61903/GR.2024.212

The Holodomor of 1932-1933
in Memory Politics during
the Russo-Ukrainian War

Dr Yurii Latysh
Candidate of Historical Sciences (PhD in History)
Visiting Professor at the State University of Londrina

Non-Resident Fellow at The George Washington University
displaced person from Ukraine

j_latysh@ukr.net,
ORCID: 0000-0001-5884-5522.

“.. shared suffering unites more than does joy. In fact, periods of mourning are worth
more to national memory than triumphs because they impose duties and require a com-
mon effort.”

Ernest Renan!

In the Ukraine’s politics of memory, the Holodomor of 1932-1933 takes a key place as the
genocide of the Ukrainian people, which aimed to prevent the formation of the Ukrainian
nation and the separation of Ukraine from the USSR. During the Russo-Ukrainian War,
the emphasis of mnemonic politics was shifted from the victimhood of Ukrainians to
their resistance, which prevented the Kremlin from implementing its plans. Ukrainian
historians criticised the unreasonable overestimation of the number of Holodomor
victims to 10.5 million people, contrary to studies by demographers who estimated the
direct losses from famine-induced supermortality in 1932-1934 at 3.94 million, and
4.5 million together with children not born in those years. Instead of the crimes of the
communist totalitarian regime, Russian guilt became the key concept in the description of
the Holodomor. Putin’s policy of weaponising food, tragedies of Bucha, Irpin and Mariupol
are considered as a continuation of the genocidal imperial policy of Russia/the USSR. The
Holodomor memory politics is aimed at breaking any ties with Russia.

Keywords: famine, genocide, full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine, politics of history,
commemorative practices.

1 Ernest Renan, “What is a Nation?”, text of a conference delivered at the Sorbonne on March 11th, 1882, translated
by Ethan Rundell, in: Ernest Renan, Qu'est-ce qu'une nation?, Paris: Presses-Pocket, 1992, <http://ucparis.fr/
files/9313/6549/9943/What_is_a_Nation.pdf>, [2023-11-25].
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Introduction

Ukraine is often called a post-genocide state? and a part of “Bloodlands”, according to
Timothy Snyder’s concept.? A huge number of the population of Ukraine died during
World War II (8 to 10 million) and the Holodomor 1932-1933 (about 4 million).

The Holodomor is taken a unique place in Ukraine’s memory politics as the greatest
tragedy. Ukrainian historians believe that terror by famine was used in only two regions
of the Soviet Union - the Ukrainian SSR and Kuban. Stalin's Holodomor was directed
not against people of a certain nationality or profession, but against the citizens of the
Ukrainian state, which emerged during the collapse of the Russian Empire. According to
Stanislav Kulchytsky, the Kremlin considered its enemies not Ukrainians as representa-
tives of ethnicity, but Ukrainians as carriers of the idea of national statehood. In Ukraine,
the targets of terror were peasants (terror by famine) and national intellectuals (mass ar-
rests). The purpose of the genocide against Ukrainians was not to exterminate all of them,
but to prevent the development and formation of the Ukrainian nation.*

The postcolonial approach describes Ukraine as an internal colony and compares its
status to Ireland and Bengal, which were part of the British Empire; these countries also
experienced famine. British and Soviet central rulers were generally indifferent to the
welfare of the residents of culturally distinctive regions and turned a blind eye to the plight
of Irish and Ukrainian peasants. According to Michael Hechter, since internal colonies are
potential sites for the development of secessionist movements, central authorities are
likely to adopt more repressive policies in the periphery than in the core of the state.®

The theoretical framework of this article is based on the understanding of Central and
Eastern Europe as a particular region of memory, where a specific culture of historical re-
membrance has been formed, characterised by an “obsession with the past” and a “surfeit
of memories”, a powerful presence of states as memory actors. In Ukraine after 2005, the
state has been the dominant actor of memory politics. The memoryscape of the region is
conditioned by the experience of life in extreme violence under two totalitarian regimes -
Nazism and Stalinism.®

2 JrerMc Metic, “Bamri MepTBi Bu6pas MeHe... CIIa IlyHa ToJIOOMOPY: YKpaiHa SK IIOCTTeHOLUIHE CYCITTECTBO’,
in: lens, 12-02-2003, <https;/day kyiv.ua/article/panorama-dnya/vashi-mertvi-vybraly-mene>, [2023-11-16].

3 Timothy Snyder, Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin, London: Vintage, 2011.
4 Cranicnas Kynsuniipkuil, [onodomop 1932-1933 pp. sik reHouuo. TpyoHowii ycaidomnerHs, Kyiv: Nash chas, 2007.

5 Bohdan Klid, “Empire-Building, Imperial Policies, and Famine in Occupied Territories and Colonies’, in: East/West:
Journal of Ukrainian Studies, 2021, Vol. VIII, No. 1, pp. 11-32; Michael Hechter, “Internal Colonialism, Alien Rule, and
Famine in Ireland and Ukraine”, in: East/West: Journal of Ukrainian Studies, 2021, Vol. VIII, No. 1, pp. 145-157.

6 Barbara Tornquist-Plewa, ‘Eastern and Central Europe as a Region of Memory. Some Common Traits’, in: Con-
structions and Instrumentalization of the Past. A Comparative Study on Memory Management in the Region, ed. by
N. Morner, Stockholm: Sodertérn University, 2020, p. 15.
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Therefore, the Central and Eastern European memory model is polygenocidal - in
contrast to Western Europe, which recognises the unique nature of the Holocaust. Norman
Naimark includes in Stalin's genocides artificial famines in Ukraine and Kazakhstan,
the Great Terror, dekulakisation, the Katyn massacre and removing nations.” Ukrainian
historian Yaroslav Hrytsak refers to the “acts of genocide” in Ukraine as the dekulakisation;
the Holodomor1932-1933; the “Polish” and “Greek” operations of the People’s Commissariat
for Internal Affairs (Narodnyy komissariat vnutrennikh del - NKVD); the Holocaust; the
Romani genocide; murders of Soviet prisoners of war by the Nazis, Poles by Ukrainian
nationalists, Ukrainians by the Polishunderground; three mass deportations: Crimea Tatars
from Crimea, Ukrainians from southeastern Poland and Poles from Western Ukraine.?

The purpose of this article is to analyse the Holodomor in the politics of memory during
the Russo-Ukrainian War:

o the transformation of the Holodomor into a key event of national memory and
politics of the history of Ukraine;

o theattitude of Ukrainians to the genocidal concept of the Holodomor;

e the formation of commemorative practices and rituals of the Holodomor;

o thereplacement of the discourse of victimhood by a discourse of resistance;

e theuse of the Holodomor in the foreign policy of Ukraine;

e weaponising food during the ongoing war as a continuation of Russian genocidal
policy aimed at extermination of the Ukrainian nation.

The source material was be collected from various sources: materials from the govern-
ments of Ukraine and Russia, speeches, statements and publications of the Presidents,
members of governments, politicians, historians, articles in the media, interviews (most
of these publications reflect the official views of the Ukrainian and Russian authorities,
and their authors can hardly be called disinterested observers), concepts of memorialisa-
tion of sites of memory and sociological surveys.

This article deals for the first time with the Holodomor in memory politics during
the ongoing war. The author continues and develops the ideas of Georgiy Kasianov, who
analysed ideas about famine in mass consciousness, politics and historiography, the
understanding of the Holodomor as a key symbol in understanding the Soviet period
of Ukrainian history, and the nationalisation of history and its use in nation-building.
According to Kasianov, the Holodomor is simultaneously an ideological construct, a
historical narrative, a fragment of historical memory, an image of the past, and a subject
and an object of politics.® He also believes that the collective memory of the Holodomor

7 Norman Naimark, Stalin's Genocides, Princeton University Press, 2010, pp. 51-120.
8 fdpocnas I'puiak, [JTooonamu muHyne. InobanbHa icmopis YkpaiHu, Kyiv: Portal, 2022, c. 198-199.

9 Teoprit KacesHOB, Danse macabre. Tonod 1932-1933 pokig y ronimuuj, macosiu caidomocmi ma icmopiorpadii
(1980-mi - mouamok 2000-x), Kyiv: Nash chas, 2010.
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often competed with the memory of the Holocaust.® Using Kasianov’s approaches on the
nationalisation of history and its use in nation-building, the article shows how during
the Russian aggression the victimised memory of the Holodomor in Ukraine is gradually
supplemented and replaced by a resistance one.

Drawing upon the concept of “sites of memory”, this article deals with the use of Holo-
domor monuments as symbols of resistance during the ongoing war. It includes Wiktoria
Kudela-Swiatek’s research, which has examined the memorialisation of the Holodomor
through study of monuments, iconographic motifs in monuments and memorials, and
connections between commemorative practices in Ukraine and the diaspora.*

Holodomor in Memory Politics During the Cold War and Perestroika

In the USSR, the Great Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine was kept a secret until the mid-
1980s. The communicative memory of this tragedy was preserved as a countermemory
to the official Soviet narrative of collectivisation in the form of personal memories and
family stories. The famine disappeared from the public space; it was not described in text-
books, history books, or literature.

The memory of the tragedy was kept alive in the Ukrainian diaspora, where it was often
described as the “Ukrainian Holocaust”.? Before the 50th anniversary of the Holodomor,
the Ukrainian diaspora in the United States initiated public actions. In 1984, the US
Commission on the Ukraine Famine was founded. Its chairman was Congressman Daniel
Mica, (a Democrat from Florida), the Staff Director was Dr James Mace. In 1982, at an
international conference on the Holocaust and genocide in Tel Aviv, Mace was the first
Western scholarto characterise the Great Famine 0f1932-1933in Ukraine asagenocide act.*®
He was convinced that to centralise full power in Stalin’s hands, it was necessary to control
the second largest Soviet republic, which meant exterminating the Ukrainian peasantry,
Ukrainian intelligentsia, the Ukrainian language, and Ukrainian history. The Commission’s
final report to Congress on 22 April 1988 concluded that the man-made famine was an act
of genocide against the people of Ukraine, carried out by Stalin and his associates. In 1986,
the first scientific book about the Holodomor in English, Robert Conquest’s “The Harvest of
Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the Terror-Famine”, was published.

0 Georgiy Kasianov, “‘Holodomor and the Holocaust in Ukraine as Cultural Memory: Comparison, Competition, In-
teraction’, in: Journal of Genocide Research, 2022, No. 24 (2), p. 216.

1 Wiktoria Kudela-Swigtek, Eternal Memory: Monuments and Memorials of the Holodomor, Edmonton: Canadian In-
stitute of Ukrainian Studies Press, 2021.

2 Anthony Yaremovich, “Collectivization Through Famine: 45th Anniversary of Anti-Ukrainian Holocaust’, in:
Ukrainian Quarterly, Winter 1978, No. 34 (4), pp. 349-362.

B xenmc E. Mefic, ‘ABrobiorpadia. dakTy i HiHHOCT: 0COGUCTNI iHTeIeKTya IbHNN TToMIyK, in: JleHb i siuHicmb
Ixcetimca Metica, 3a 3ar. pep, J1. IsmmHoi, Kyiv: Ukrajinska pres-grupa, 2005, c. 15.
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The USSR authorities believed that the USA wanted to spoil the celebration of the 70th
anniversary of the establishment of Soviet power in Ukraine, and tried to counteract the
dissemination of information about the Holodomor as enemy propaganda!* Former
Ukrainian president (1991-1994) Leonid Kravchuk recalled: “In the early 1980s many pub-
lications began appearing in the Western press on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary
of one of the most horrific tragedies in the history of our people. A counter-propaganda
machine was put into motion, and I was one of its wheels”**

During perestroika at the end of 1986, a special commission was founded under the
Ukrainian Communist Party’s Central Committee. It consisted of scientists from the In-
stitute of History of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR and the Institute of
History of the Communist Party of Ukraine under the Central Committee, and was tasked
with studying archival materials about the Great Famine.

On 25 December 1987, the leader of the Communist Party of Ukraine Volodymyr
Shcherbytsky, in a speech dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the October Revolution
and the establishment of Soviet power in Ukraine, for the first time acknowledged the
famine. However, he said that “The Soviet government in those conditions did everything
possible to help the population of Ukraine, Don, and Kuban, the Volga region, the South-
ern Urals, and Kazakhstan affected by this disaster”. Among the causes of the famine,
Shcherbytsky noted the “unjustified acceleration” of collectivisation, violation of the
voluntary nature of joining a collective farm, and severe drought.’® After that, Ukraini-
an newspapers began publishing documents and articles about the famine, the first of
which was authored by Stanislav Kulchytsky."”

In 1988, at the XIX All-Union Conference of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
the Ukrainian poet Borys Oliynyk called “to make public the causes of the famine of 1933,
which claimed the lives of millions of Ukrainians, and to name those through whose fault
this tragedy occurred”® The Ukrainian Communist Party’s Central Committee passed a
resolution on 26 January 1990, calling the famine a result of the “criminal course pursued
by Stalin and his closest comrades toward the peasantry”*

1“4 IMuUTpO BeneHees, [MUTPO BYAKOB, 3apyqHuUUs ImobanbHOro MpomucmosHHs. Tparedis 8enuxkoro ronody 1932-
1933 pokie 8 YKpaiHi y KoHmeKkemi “xonooHoi eitiHu"1945-1991 pokis, Kyiv: Dorado-Druk, 2013.

5 JleoHin KpaBuyk, Maemo me, wio Maemo: crioradu [ posoymu, Kyiv: Stolittya, 2002, c. 44.

6 Bomomumup llepbutibkui, ‘Tlin mparopoM Benmukroro KOBTHS, KypcoM 1epe6ymoBy: JIoToBinb Ha ypounCTOMy
3acizaHHi, mpucegyeHoMy 70-piuydio BCTaHOBJIeHHS PafisHCBKOI Bllaiv Ha YKpaiHi’, in PadaHcebKka YkpaiHa, 26 Decem-
ber1987.

¥ Cranicnas Kynsauiprui, ‘o icTopil repiiol paigsHebKol my6tikatiii ripo royox 1932—1933 pp. (ciuens 1988 p.)’, in:
YKpaiHcbKut icmopuyHUU scypHa, 2023, N9 5, ¢. 83-92.

18 XIX Bcecoto3Has KoHepeH1IMs KoMMyHUCTUYeCKON NTapTiy CoBeTcKoro Coio3a, 28 uioHa-1 nions 1988 r.: Cre-
HorpadrYecKuy oTJueT, T. 2, Mocksa: [lonuTtuszar, 1988, c. 30.

"0 ronoze 1932-1933 rofioB Ha YRpauHe U MyOIUKAIMY CBSI3aHHbIX C HUM apXUBHBIX MaTepPUaIoB: TOCTAHOBIE-
Hue LIK Komrapruu Vrpauss!', in: [Ipasda YkpauHel, 7 February 1990.
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The anti-communist opposition used the Holodomor and the responsibility of the
Communist Party for it in the struggle for power. In their opinion, the Holodomor killed
the best Ukrainians, struck the Ukrainian nation and its genetic potential beyond remedy,
and the consequences of this blow are felt to the present day. Therefore, this topic was
initially politicised and became an important argument in the struggle to discredit and
overthrow communist rule and agitation for independence.

Long Recovering Memory

The recovering of the memory of the Holodomor took a very long time, since many
eyewitnesses were traumatised and were afraid or did not want to remember the tragedy,
and Ukrainian society did not have a common view of its past. From the late 1980s, in
Ukraine two models of memory coexisted and competed with each other. These were
the Soviet-nostalgic model, according to which the famine was a consequence of crop
failure and collectivisation errors, and the national model that viewed the Holodomor
as genocide of the Ukrainian people. The main actors of memory were the Ukrainian
diaspora, intelligentsia, public figures, and Soviet dissidents (holders of the national
model of memory). They shaped the main narratives of the memory politics that would be
implemented after 2014.

In 1993, the first President of Ukraine Leonid Kravchuk issued a decree “On perpetuat-
ing the memory of the victims of the Holodomor in Ukraine of 1932-1933". He called the
famine an “administratively planned action” to exterminate the Ukrainian people. In Sep-
tember 1993, in the centre of Kyiv on Mykhailivska Square, a memorial sign to the victims
of the Holodomor was erected - a cross with a figure of the symbol of Ukraine — mother
“Bereginya” with her arms down and a child at her chest. In 1998, President Leonid Kuch-
ma established the last Saturday of November as the Day of Remembrance for the Victims
of the Holodomor.

After the Orange Revolution of 2004, President Viktor Yushchenko began to create a
new model of national memory based on the crimes of the communist totalitarian regime.
The key event was the Holodomor 0f 1932-1933 as the genocide of the Ukrainian people. In
2006, the Law of Ukraine “On the Holodomor of 1932-1933 in Ukraine” was adopted. The
Holodomor was recognised as genocide of the Ukrainian people. The guilt for this crime
was placed on the communist regime and communist ideology. Yushchenko has repeat-
edly proposed establishing criminal liability for denying the Holodomor as the genocide
of the Ukrainian people and the Holocaust as the genocide of the Jewish people, but par-
liament rejected this idea.

The main actor in the politics of memory has become the state, which regulated politics
of history through laws and state institutions. In 2006, on the initiative of Yushchenko, the
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Fig. 1. Memorial sign to the victims of the Holodomor. Kyiv,

Mykhailivska Square. Photo from Wikipedia

Ukrainian Institute of National Memory (UINM) was established as the central executive
body in the field of restoration and preservation of national memory. Politician and acad-
emician physicist Ihor Yukhnovskyi was appointed director of the UINM. The main task of
the institute was declared to be commemoration of the victims of the Holodomor. UINM
acted as an instrument of Yushchenko's historical politics to popularise the concept of a
postcolonial and post-genocidal Ukrainian nation that paid the highest price for its inde-
pendence. Yushchenko rudely interfered in the Holodomor studies. He sanctioned local
officials for poor preparations for the 75th anniversary of the tragedy, and the low number
of names of famine victims found.?°

In 2008, the National Museum of the Holodomor-Genocide was opened in the centre of
Kyiv. The museum building is shaped like a candle. In front of it is a bronze sculpture of a girl
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Fig. 2. President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his wife Olena Zelenska took

part in the events marking the 90th anniversary of the Holodomor 1932-1933.
Photo by the Office of the President of Ukraine, https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/glava-derzhavi-ta-persha-le-
di-vshanuvali-pamyat-zhertv-golod-87253

with ears of wheat, “Bitter Memory of Childhood”. During Yushchenko's presidency, official
ceremonies and rituals of commemorating the victims of the Holodomor were formed,
including the installation of crosses, public prayers, and the publication of books of memory.
The symbols of commemorative practices were a cross, mother and child(ren), hands,
angel, bell, circle,? ears of wheat, and bunches of viburnum. On the Day of Remembrance of
Holodomor Victims, a minute of silence takes place at 16:00, followed by the “Light a candle
of the memory in the window” event. In 2023, 717% of respondents said they always or
sometimes participate in the annual commemoration of the Holodomor victims. 59.7% of
respondents said they light a candle in the window, and 19.5% participate in public events.?
In 2010, the Kyiv Court of Appeal examined a criminal case opened by the Security Service
of Ukraine on the fact of mass famine, in which the leaders of the USSR and Soviet Ukraine
Joseph Stalin, Vyacheslav Molotov, Stanislav Kosior, Vlas Chubar, Pavel Postyshev, Lazar
Kaganovich, and Mendel Khatayevich were accused. The court found that the accused
had committed the crime of genocide and closed the criminal case due to the death of the
accused persons.

2 Wiktoria Kudela-Swiatek, op. cit, pp. 302-341.

2 "V 6IM3BKO MOJIOBUHU YKPAiHIIIB 3pic iHTepec 10 icTopil mic/ia moBHOMACINTabHOTO BTOPTHEHHS — COLIOTTUTYBaH-
HA', in: VRpaiHcbkull iHemumym HauioHaneHol rmam’ami, 23-11-2023, <https:;//uinp.gov.ua/pres-centr/novyny/u-blyz-
ko-polovyny-ukrayinciv-zris-interes-do-istoriyi-pislya-povnomasshtabnogo-vtorgnennya-socopytuvannya>, [2024-
09-12].
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Holodomor in Russian Memory Politics

Since the presidency of Viktor Yushchenko (2005-2010), there have been “memory wars”
of varying intensity between Russia and Ukraine, which since 2014 have been taking place
against the background of a hybrid war, and - from 24 February 2022 - a full-scale war. In
Russia, the authorities and historians consider the Holodomor only as a “common trage-
dy of the peoples of the USSR”? Russia and pro-Russian forces in Ukraine perceived the
genocidal concept as an attempt to blame the organisation of the Holodomor primarily on
Russia rather than on communist ideology.?*

The statement of the State Duma of the Russian Federation of 2 April 2008 stated that
many regions of Russia (the Volga region, the Central Black Earth region, the North Cau-
casus, the Urals, Crimea, and parts of Western Siberia), Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and Belarus
suffered as a result of the famine caused by forced collectivisation. However, this tragedy
does not and cannot have internationally established signs of genocide and should not be
the subject of contemporary political speculation.?

Vladimir Putin told Viktor Yushchenko that Russia could not be responsible for the So-
viet or tsarist governments, and take responsibility for their mistakes.?® In 2008, Dmitry
Medvedev rejected Yushchenko's invitation to attend the Holodomor anniversary mourn-
ing events. In his message, the Russian President said that this tragedy was being used
by Ukraine as an element of foreign policy. “These efforts are rather aimed at maximally
dividing our peoples united by centuries-old historical, cultural, and spiritual ties, special
feelings of friendship, and mutual trust”, Medvedev said.?

Russia has always denied the genocide of the Ukrainian people, but acknowledged
the famine due to crop failure. In 2010, the Presidents of Russia and Ukraine, Dmitry
Medvedev and Viktor Yanukovych, who denied the genocidal nature of the Holodomor,
placed burning lamps at the monument to the victims in Kyiv.

2 Bragrmup Ko3mos, ‘O61mas tparenns Haponos CCCP’, in: [onod e CCCP.1929-1934, T.1, kuura 2, MockBa: i3maTesb-
ctBo MP]I, 2011, ¢. 5-9.

24 "He Hazo CMeIIMBATh TaMATb U IIONUTUKY , in: KpbimMckas rpasda, 25 November 2006.

2 3asgeneHue locymapcTBeHHoM [yMbl deneparbHoro Cobpanus Poccuiickon denepatiuut «IlaMaTu JKepTB royofia
30-x rofioB Ha Tepputopun CCCP», in: [ocydapcmeerHas Iyma Poccutickol @edepayuu, 02-04-2008, <https:;//duma.
consultant.ru/page.aspx?955838>, [2023-11-30].

2% BixTop IOmmeHKo, ‘Po3MoBH i3 [IyTiHUM I1PO YKPAIHCHKY {eHTUYHICTb, [010710MOP Ta B3aeMHe NPUMUpPeHHS ', in:
IcmopuyHa Ipagda, 21-11-2013, https://www istpravda.com.ua/columns/2013/11/21/139795/, [2023-11-16].

7 “PaspacHeHUs 110 [onogoMopy’, in: MHmepdakc, 14-11-2008, <https;//www.interfax.ru/russia/45578>, [2023-11-16].
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Fig. 3. Dmitry Medvedev and Viktor Yanukovych light a candle near
the Holodomor memorial in Kyiv, Ukraine. Photo Reuters

In 2011, some books on the Holodomor were recognised as extremist in Russia. After
the occupation of Crimea, a Russian-controlled court in Feodosia found the director of
the Feodosia Central Library System, Galina Malyarchuk, guilty of keeping a brochure on
the Holodomor and subjected her to an administrative penalty of 2,000 roubles. At the
same time, a criminal case was brought against the director of a Feodosia gymnasium for
possession of a similar book. The “extremist” literature about the Holodomor in Crime-
an libraries was seized. In 2015, the Library of Ukrainian Literature in Moscow was closed
down; its director Natalia Sharina was later sentenced to a four-year suspended sentence
for possession of 25 “extremist books”, including a book about the Holodomor.?®

In the self-proclaimed Russian-controlled Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics”,
the dismantling of Holodomor memorials began in 2014. After the occupation of Mariupol,
the memorial “To the Victims of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 and Political Repressions”,
which had been located in the city centre since 2004, was dismantled. Artem Bobrovsky,
a historian from Donetsk, said in support of the dismantling that “it was not Ukraine or
Donbas that suffered most from the 1932-33 famine”, but Kazakhstan, the Volga region,

28 Cepreit ['poMeHKoO, ‘TosomoMop 1 KpeIM: cTepTas MaMsTh 0 Tparenuu’, in: Kpbim.Peanuu, 28-11-2018, <https://
rukrymr.com/a/golodomor-i-krym-stertaya-pamyat-o-tragedii/29624569.html>, [2023-11-20].
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and the North Caucasus.? In 2023, Russian invaders destroyed 14 monuments to Holodo-
mor victims on the territory of Ivanivka community of Henichesk Raion, Kherson oblast.
Russian-controlled local authorities explained that the Holodomor was not a unique phe-
nomenon and an artificial famine.* In July 2024, the memorial signs ‘Victims of Stalinist
Repressions’ and ‘Victims of the Holodomor' were dismantled in Luhansk.

Fig. 4. Dismantling of the monument to the Holodomor victims in Ivanika.
Photo Telegram channel AOMUHUCMpayus 8aHO8CKOIo MyHUYUIIAIHOTO OKpyTa

Weaponisation of Food

According to Timothy Snyder, Russia’s denial of the Holodomor was actually a preparation
for the use of food as a weapon:

President Putin is trying to demonstrate his control over Ukraine, and so he is telling the leaders
of Africa and Asia that he is now the “master of food". That he now has the power over hunger.
That he will decide who will live and who will die. Of course, this is a very direct echo of the 1930s
and Stalin's policies.

29"B aHHEKCUPOBAaHHOM MapuyTioJie IeMOHTHPOBaJIM MeMopual «3KepTBaM [ojiofoMopa»’, in: Medysa, 19-10-2022,
<https://meduza.io/news/2022/10/19/v-anneksirovannom-mariupole-demontirovali-memorial-zhertvam-golodo-
mora>,[2023-11-16].

30 “JIMKBUAMPYEM TIOCTIEIICTBYS UCKayKEeH I Halller HCTOPUK: B IBAHOBCKOM OKPYTe CHECTIN TTAMSTHUKY KePTBAM
rornomoMopa’, in: ZOV XepcoH, 23-11-2023, <https://kherson-news.ru/society/2023/11/23/233121.html>, [2023-11-29].

31 Timoti CHauzep, “Pocist BUKOPUCTOBYE roJiof K 36poto’, in: IemopuyHa [Tpasda, 21-11-2023, <https://www istprav-
da.com.ua/columns/2023/11/21/163373/>, [2023-11-29].
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The Ukrainian authorities claim that the Russian blockade of Ukrainian ports and the
creation of obstacles to the export of Ukrainian grain are aimed at creating a food crisis,
just as Stalin's regime created an artificial famine in 1932-1933. Russia is not only waging
war on the battlefield, but is also aiming to inflict a global food crisis by destroying Ukrain-
ian civil port infrastructure and grain storage facilities, blocking the Black Sea coast of
Ukraine, and disrupting lawful transit in Ukraine's territorial seas.3? “Putin is proud to fol-
low the greatest killers of the 20th century. If he could arrange another Holodomor for
Ukraine, he would do it”, said President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 33

Zelenskyy holds summits of international humanitarian initiative on Food Security
Grain from Ukraine on Holodomor remembrance days. This programme provides for the
purchase of foodstuffs from Ukrainian producers by partners for the countries in Africa
and Asia that are on the brink of famine 34

“Ukrainians went through genocide. And today we are doing everything possible and
impossible to stop Russia’s new genocidal policy. A new one - but similar to the one that
killed millions of people in the twentieth century”* said Zelenskyy.

The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine has declared the large-scale unprovoked Russian
armed aggression against Ukraine to be a continuation of Russia’s genocidal imperial
policy, which aims to punish Ukrainians for their desire to build a modern, successful
democratic state and for their civilisational choice to be part of the United Europe. Since
the Holodomor, Russian imperialism has not changed its goal of destroying Ukraine and
the Ukrainian nation.®

Human rights lawyers from Global Rights Compliance are preparing a war crimes dos-
sier to submit to the international criminal court, accusing Russia of deliberately causing
starvation. The weaponisation of food has taken place in three phases, starting with the
initial invasion where Ukrainian cities were besieged and food supplies cut. Among the
incidents documented was when 20 civilians were killed in Chernihiv in the early morning

32 Address of the President of Ukraine on the occasion of the Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holodo-
mors’, in: President of Ukraine, 25-11-2023, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/zvernennya-prezidenta-ukray-
ini-z-nagodi-dnya-pamyati-zhertv-87249>, [2023-11-26].

3 “Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the second international summit Grain from Ukraine: never again should hunger be-
come a weapon against the freedom of people”, in: President of Ukraine, 25-11-2023, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/
news/volodimir-zelenskij-na-drugomu-mizhnarodnomu-samiti-grain-uk-87265>, [2023-11-26].

34 “Opening address of President of Ukraine at the inaugural International Summit on Food Security under Grain
from Ukraine humanitarian program’, in: President of Ukraine, 26-11-2022, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/
vistup-prezidenta-ukrayini-na-mizhnarodnomu-ustanovchomu-sam-79449>, [2023-11-16].

35 “Never again should hunger be used as a weapon - address of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’, in: President of
Ukraine, 26-11-2022, <https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/nikoli-bilshe-golod-ne-maye-vikoristovuvatis-yak-zb-
roya-zver-79469>, [2023-11-16).

36 “3agBa BepxoBHOI Pazy VRpaiHu y 3B'13Ky 3 90-Mu poKOBUHAMU TonogomMopy 1932-1933 pokiB B YKpaiHi', in: Bep-
XoeHa Pada Ykpaiu, 22-11-2023, <https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3488-IX#Text>, [2023-11-25].
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of 16 March 2022, when Russian fragmentation bombs exploded outside a supermarket in
the city where Ukrainians were queueing for bread and food. Also, food supplies were cut to
Mariupol and humanitarian relief corridors were blocked or bombed. The second phase in-
cludes the destruction of food and water supplies as well as energy sources across Ukraine
during the fighting; a large city in the south, Mykolaiv, was left without drinking water from
early in the conflict. The third element is Russian attempts to prevent or restrict exports of
Ukrainian food; 270,000 tonnes of food were destroyed in late July and early August 2023.%7

The Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine Andriy Yermak compared the
Holodomor to Russian attacks on civilian energy infrastructure:

Last weekend, Ukraine paused to mark the 90th anniversary of the Holodomor. Now, a
new terror stalks our lands: the Kholodomor. Spelled with just one extra letter, this word
means “death by freezing”. The words “hunger” and “cold” sound similar in Ukrainian, and
the outcomeis the same. Have you ever tried to imagine mass death from freezing? Millions
of slow, torturous, painful deaths — no movie or book can convey these horrors, either, and
we don't even want to try to imagine them. But this is exactly the fate that the Russians are
preparing for Ukraine today. For weeks now, with winter fast approaching, they have been
peppering Ukraine’s civilian energy infrastructure with hundreds of missiles.3®

Holodomor and the Securitisation of Memory Politics in Ukraine:
From Victimhood to Resistance

After the Euromaidan revolution and the start of Russian aggression against Ukraine in
2014, Ukrainian authorities adopted a mnemonic warrior strategy in an attempt to erad-
icate the Soviet-nostalgic model of memory. According to this strategy, there should be
a unified vision of the past and the alternatives tabooed and criminalised.* It was shock
therapy in the field of memory politics, called decommunisation; historical memory be-
gan to be considered part of state security. The Soviet past was declared an existential
threat to Ukraine. The politics of history of Ukraine is aimed at reducing dependence on
Russia, including a common vision of the past.*°

37 Dan Sabbagh, “War crimes dossier to accuse Russia of deliberately causing starvation in Ukraine’, in: The
Guardian, 24-09-2023, <https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/sep/24/war-crimes-dossier-to-accuse-russia-of-
deliberately-causing-starvation-in-ukraine>, [2023-11-28].

38 Andriy Yermak, “In Ukraine, Russia is trying to freeze us into submission or death. It will fail’, in: The Guardian, 1-12-
2022, <https//www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/01/ukraine-russia-freeze-power-starvation-holodo-
mor-terror>, [2023-11-28].

3% Michael Bernhard andJan Kubik, “The Politics and Culture of Memory Regimes”, in: Twenty Years After Communism,
(edited by Michael Bernhard and Jan Kubik), New York: Oxford University Press, 2014, p. 277.

4 Tomasz Stryjek, Volodymyr Sklokin, ,Wprowadzenie. Kultury historyczne. O niepowodzeniu pojednania historycz-
nego z nowej perspektywy”, in: Kultury historyczne Polski i Ukrainy: O zrédlach nieporozumien: pomiedzy sasiadami,
pod. red. T. Stryjeka i V. Sklokina, Warszawa: Scholar, s. 12.
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Russian aggression against Ukraine has changed the attitude of Ukrainians to histori-
calissues, especially those related to the “common” Soviet history. Over the past ten years,
there has been a one and a half times increase in the number of respondents who agree
with the thesis that the Holodomor of 1932-1933 is a genocide of the Ukrainian people. In
2010, only 60% of Ukrainians considered the Holodomor to be genocide of the Ukrainian
people. According to the latest poll, in 2023, 92% agree with this statement (Figure 1).

Do jou agree that the Holodomor of 1932-1933 was a genocide
of the Ukrainian people?

Bmmn7ﬂgﬂﬂnn el
8 o R
s BB 8 al Lol 7] 2 14| (13
10 . 14 14 sl 2| |2
14| [13] |19 08 18| |17
30
2 26| |
23| |28 79| |79
o3 59| |62
40| (43 42
36] |*| |31

0310 0411 1012 1013 1114 0915 0916 1017 1118 1119 1120 1121 1122 1123

B o Most likely no [ ] Difficult to answer Most likely yes Yes

Figure 1. The attitude of Ukrainians to the Holodomor 1932-1933 as a genocide of the Ukrainian people*!

During the war, the victimhood discourse of the Holodomor created under Yushchenko
began to be replaced by a resistance discourse. Historian Hennadii Yefimenko believes
that the Holodomor is not only a victim, a tragedy, and a crime, but also the resistance of
Ukrainians, thanks to which we survived as a people. This is the history not only of those
who died from a criminally organised famine, but also of those who survived and eventu-
ally won. As a result of this struggle, the Kremlin was defeated and the Ukrainian nation
survived.®?

Ukrainian historians have begun to criticise the exaggeration of the number of
Holodomor victims. Previously, the number of victims was often estimated by politicians
and some historians to be between 7 and 10 million. This was due to the lack of reliable

4 “Tlnnamira crapneHHs 10 fonomomopy 1932-33 pp.’, in: CouionoriyHa rpyra «PetimuHr», November 2023, <https://

ratinggroup.ua/files/ratinggroup/reg_files/rg_holodomor_112023_0001.pdf>, [28-11-2023].

42 AnroH [Teuepcerui, TeHHAI M EdimMeHKo: ‘Tononomop 1932-1933 poxkiBi cyuacHuy Harta pd Ha VRpaiHy — Bl 1aH-

KU OIHOTO JTaHLora’, in: Apmialnform, 25-11-2023, <https://armyinform.com.ua/2023/11/25/golodomor-1932-1933-rok-
iv-i-suchasnyj-napad-rf-na-ukrayinu-dvi-lanky-odnogo-lanczyuga/?fbclid=IwAROITJR7uShtpV8a40jd0ViO-dvBE -
nudd75uoYrWzEgGvP1g8zYGbxrnLIE>, [16-11-1981].
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sources and the desire to show that the number of Holodomor victims was not inferior to
the Holocaust, and possibly exceeded it. After 2008, a team of demographers from Ukraine
and the United States (Oleh Wolowyna, Nataliia Levchuk, Omelian Rudnytskyi, and others)
analysed available sources, including those from Russian archives, and took into account
the migration factor to the maximum extent possible. Demographers estimated the direct
losses from famine-induced supermortality in 1932-1934 at 3.94 million, and 4.5 million
together with children not born in those years.*?

In autumn 2021, National Museum of the Holodomor-Genocide published a book of
forensic statistical and forensic criminal examinations, in which it established the num-
ber of Holodomor victims at 10.5 million, including 9.1 million in the Ukrainian SSR.#*On 1
December 2021, a group of historians and public activists addressed an open letter to the
leaders of Ukraine. They accused the director of the museum Olesya Stasiuk and one of
the authors of the book, General of the Security Service of Ukraine Mykola Herasymenko,
of numerous falsifications and “starting a campaign of discrediting and actual defama-
tion” of scholars who oppose the figure of 10.5 million victims.** Exaggerating the number
of victims shows that Ukrainians’ resistance to the Kremlin's actions is less than it really
was, or even ignores it altogether, the letter’s authors said.

The Ukrainian authorities have not defined their position on the number of Holodomor
victims. The Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine and the UINM sup-
ported the authors of the open letter. As a result, Olesya Stasiuk was dismissed from her
position as director of the museum and is trying to be reinstated in court. Later, signs of
plagiarism were found in her dissertation.*¢ But the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine
did not react to the situation. Some embassies and consulates abroad screened the doc-
umentary film “10.5”, based on forensic, statistical, and forensic criminal examinations.

In Ukrainian discourse during the war, Russia took the place of the Communists as
the perpetrator and organiser of the Holodomor. It is in Moscow's close embrace that the
causes of the genocide lie; the severing of all ties with Russia, including cultural and his-

4 Omelian Rudnytskyi, Nataliia Levchuk, Oleh Wolowyna, Pavlo Shevchuk, Alla Kovbasiuk, “Demography of a man-
made human catastrophe: The case of massive famine in Ukraine 1932—1933", in: Canadian Studies in Population 2015,
No. 42 (1-2), pp. 53-80.

44 TeHoyuo yrkpaiHuie 1932-1933 3a mamepianamu 00cyoosux po3cnioysaHs, Yriopsaz: O. [leTpuiinH, M. [epacMeHKo,
O. Cractok. Kyiv: Marko Melnyk Publishers, 2021.

4 "BiIKpWTUN JIMCT HAYKOBLIB Ta IPOMAACBKOCTI moAo danmbcudirauinl y chepi NOCHIIKEHHS Ta INOMIMPeHHS
iHpopmatiil rpo TonomoMop-TeHoIU I, YRpaiHChKOro Hapony', in: IemopuyHa IIpasda, 1-12-2021, <https://www.ist-
pravda.com.ua/columns/2021/12/1/160581/>, [16-11-2023]; Onexrcaunp InazayH, Harasis JleBayk, Oner BonoBuHa, ‘Ille
pa3 IIpo KIBKICTE BTPaT YHACTIIOK [07100MOpY: eKCIIepTHA OLIHKA', in: VKpaiHcbKul icmopuyHul sxcypHan, 2023, N2 5,
c.93-118.

4 TenHanin €EpiMeHKo, “Kazyc CTaciok: ManCTep-KiIac 3 IUCKpeUTaLlil icTOpYHOI HayKyY Ta TeMaTUKRY [010I0MOpY B
Vrpaini', in: Z[inosa cmonuyg, 18-02-2022, <https//www.dsnews.ua/ukr/blog/kazus-stasyuk-mayster-klas-z-diskred-
itaciji-istorichnoji-nauki-ta-tematiki-golodomoru-v-ukrajini-18022022-451784>, [2023-11-16].
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torical ties, is a guarantee against a new genocide. According to Yefimenko, “The Holo-
domor as genocide was a crime not only and not even so much of the communist regime
as of communist Russia, and in this definition, the noun ‘Russia’ is the main one, not the
adjective ‘communist”.#’

During the war, the Ukrainian authorities decided to complete the Holodomor Mu-
seum in Kyiv. As Minister of Culture and Strategic Communications of Ukraine Mykola
Tochytskyi explained, “The National Holodomor Museum is not only a matter of preserv-
ing the historical memory of the genocide of the twentieth century, it is directly related to
the struggle that the Ukrainian people are waging for their existence today. After all, this
war of conquest unleashed by the aggressor country is a direct continuation of the eternal
and unchanging Russian imperial policy aimed at destroying everything Ukrainian”.4®

International Recognition of the Holodomor 1932-1933 as Genocide

An important part of the state policy of Ukraine is the recognition of the Holodomor as
genocide by another states. The recognition of the Holodomor as genocide at the interna-
tional level was significantly accelerated by the full-scale Russian invasion, during which
the Russian authorities openly declared their intention to destroy Ukrainians as a nation.
This fact demonstrated the historical continuity of Russian crimes from the Holodomor to
the massacres in Bucha and Irpin.

On 16 November 2022, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine called on the parliaments of the
world to recognise the Holodomor as a genocide of the Ukrainian people. If it was rec-
ognised as genocide before 2022 by only 15 UN member countries and the Vatican, then
after 2022 the crimes of the Holodomor in Bucha were recognised by 17 states, including
Germany and Great Britain, (which had previously rejected acts recognising genocide of
the Ukrainian people in 1932-1933). Also, the Holodomor was recognised as genocide by a
number of international organisations, including the European Parliament and the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (Table 1). Some countries have condemned
the Holodomor as a crime against humanity.

47 AHTOH ITeuepChKUH, Op. Cit.

48 “Murosa TOUMIBKUN 3yCTpiBCA 3 MpeacTaBHUKAaMM CBITOBOTO KOHTpecy YKpailHLiB', in: KabiHem MiHicmpis
Vrpainu, 09-09-2024, <https//wwwkmu.gov.ua/news/mykola-tochytskyi-zustrivsia-z-predstavnykamy-svitovo-
ho-konhresu-ukraintsiv>, [15-09-24].
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Table 1. International Recognition of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 as Genocide*

Date Country

1 20-10-1993 Estonia

2 28-10-1993 Australia

3 20-06-2003 Canada

4 26-11-2003 Hungary

5 02-04-2004 Vatican

6 24-11-2005 Lithuania

7 20-12-2005 Georgia

8 16-03-4-12-2006 Poland

9 19-06-2007 Peru

10 25-10-2007 Paraguay

n 30-10-2007 Ecuador

12 21-12-2007 Colombia

13 19-02-2008 Mexico

14 13-03-2008 Latvia

15 03-03-2017 Portugal

16 4-10-11-12-2018 USA

17 06-04-2022 Czech Republic

18 26-04-2022 Brazil

19 24-11-2022 Moldova

20 24-11-2022 Ireland

21 30-11-2022 Germany
15-12-2022 European Parliament

22 21-12-2022 Chile

23 1-02-2023 Bulgaria

24 10-03-2023 Belgium

25 23-03-2023 Iceland

26 28-03-2023 France

27 23-05-2023 Slovenia

28 25-05-2023 UK

29 13-06-2023 Luxembourg

30 20-06-2023 Slovakia

31 28-06-2023 Croatia

32 7-07-2023 Netherlands

33 26-07-2023 Italy
12-10-2023 Parliarpentary Assembly of the

Council of Europe

4 Compiled by: “BusHaHHa [010J0MOPY aKTOM TeHOUWAY B CBITi", in: HauioHanbHUti My3eti [o1000Mopy-reHoyudy,

<https://holodomormuseum org.ua/vyznannia-v-sviti-holodomoru-aktom-henotsydu/>, [16-11-2023].
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Conclusion

The recognition of the Holodomor as genocide of the Ukrainian people occurred gradu-
ally, but today it has the support of the majority of the Ukrainian population. Commemo-
rative practices of Holodomor victims have developed, including many Christian and folk
symbols (crosses, candles, ears of wheat, and bunches of viburnum).

The Holodomor has always been a politicised topic and was used by Ukrainian politi-
cians in the struggle among themselves and to confront Russia. The Holodomor mem-
ory politics is aimed at breaking ties with Russia. During the ongoing war in Ukrainian
memory politics, the crime of the communist totalitarian regime was transformed into a
Russian guilt. The discourse of the victimhood during the Holodomor is being replaced by
a discourse of resistance.

The Ukrainian authorities show that the policy of extermination of the Ukrainian peo-
ple has been pursued by Russia since the Holodomor, and the modern tragedies of Bucha,
Irpin, Mariupol are a continuation of the genocidal imperial policy of Russia / USSR. Rec-
ognition of the Holodomor as genocide of the Ukrainian people by foreign states remains
one of the important directions of Ukraine’s foreign policy. After the crimes in Bucha the
Holodomor was recognised as genocide by 17 states.
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Jurij Latys
1932-1933 m. Holodomoras atminties politikoje Rusijos karo su Ukraina metu
Santrauka

Ukrainos atminties politikoje 1932-1933 m. Holodomoras uZima svarbia vietg kaip ukrainieCiu tautos
genocidas, kuriuo siekta uzkirsti kelig ukrainieciy tautos susiformavimui ir Ukrainos atsiskyrimui nuo
SSRS. Per Rusijos ir Ukrainos kara mnemonineés politikos akcentas buvo perkeltas nuo ukrainieciy
nukentéjimo prie jy pasipriesinimo, trukdziusio Kremliui jgyvendinti savo planus. Ukrainos istorikai
kritikavo nepagrista Ukrainos DidZiojo badmecio auky skaiciaus pervertinima iki 10,5 mIn. Zmoniy,
priestaraujanti demografu tyrimams, kurie tiesioginius nuostolius del bado sukelto itin didelio
mirtingumo 1932-1934 m. jvertino 3,94 ir 4,5 mln. auky kartu su tais metais negimusiais vaikais. Vie-
toj komunistinio totalitarinio rezimo nusikaltimuy svarbiausia Holodomoro apibudinimo savoka tapo
Rusijos kalté. Vladimirui Putinui naudojantis maistu kaip ginklu, Bucos, Irpinés, Mariupolio tragedijos
tapo Rusijos (SSRS) genocidinés imperineés politikos tesiniu. Holodomoro atminties politika siekiama
nutraukti bet kokius rysius su Rusija.

Reik$miniai Zodziai: badas, genocidas, plataus masto Rusijos invazija j Ukraing, istorijos politika, at-
minimo jamzinimo praktika.
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When the Russian Federation launched a full-scale aggression against Ukraine, it violated
the prohibition on the “use of force against the territorial integrity or political indepen-
dence of any state”, embodied in Article 2, paragraph 4, of the United Nations Charter. The
crimes committed by the Russian armed forces since 24 February 2022 in Ukraine consti-
tute the most serious crimes of international concern, as confirmed by the International
Criminal Court’s arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin and the Presidential
Commissioner for Children’s Rights Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova in connection with
specific acts classified by this court as war crimes. At the same time, to constitute a crime
of genocide, there must be a proven intent on the part of the accused to destroy, in whole
orin part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group.

This article examines the war crimes perpetrated by the Russian armed forces against
the civilian population of Ukraine during the Russo-Ukrainian war and identifies signs of
genocidal intent in these actions. It analyses explicit acts of genocide including killings,
causing serious bodily or mental harm, the forced transfer of Ukrainian children to Russia
and occupied territories, and the intentional creation of living conditions geared toward
the physical destruction of the Ukrainians as a nation. Additionally, the article scrutinises
the attacks on the country’s cultural heritage sites, which in turn can be qualified depend-
ing on the circumstances, as war crimes (when, inter alia, military necessity is not justi-
fied and the principle of distinguishing between military and civilian targets is violated),
crimes against humanity (when they are systematic), or genocide (when they are part of a
policy of identity destruction).
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The author demonstrates that Russian aggression against Ukraine not only poses a
threat to the territorial integrity and state sovereignty of the country, but also seeks to
annihilate - at least partially - the Ukrainian nation, its identity, and its cultural heritage.
The Russo-Ukrainian conflict exhibits signs of a genocidal campaign that are recognised
by international law under the 1948 Genocide Convention. This is manifested in an at-
tempt to commit genocide, direct and public incitement for genocide, and the commis-
sion of genocide in certain territories, specifically in Bucha and Mariupol.

However, substantiating and proving the crime across all of Ukraine will be more
difficult and may take years. An exception to this challenge is the mass transfer of almost
4,500 Ukrainian orphans to Russia - a crime that concerns the entire country. Additionally,
acts of torture and killings that occurred in the early stages of the full-scale invasion
(February and March 2022) in the Kyiv and Chernihiv regions exhibit signs of genocide
committed in certain territories. At the same time, the existing facts, viewed through a
historical prism, indicate that the actions taken by Russian forces in Ukraine embody the
characteristics of genocide.

Keywords: Russian Federation, Ukraine, UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide, Raphael Lemkin, cultural heritage, genocide.
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Introduction

On 24 February 2022, the Russian Federation mounted a full-scale military aggression
against Ukraine. Russian troops struck across the entire country, entering the territory
of Zhytomyr, Kyiv, Chernihiv, Sumy, Kharkiv, Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson,
and Mykolaiv regions. The invasion led to a significant rise in civilian casualties and the
destruction of numerous civilian objects, including residential buildings, medical and
educational facilities, shopping centres, railway stations, and warehouses with food and
medicine.! Soon after the withdrawal of Russian forces from the northern regions of the
country, reports of numerous killings and mass burials of local civilians in improvised
individual or collective graves began to emerge. Since then, phrases such as “Russia is a
terrorist state” and “Russia is a state sponsor of terrorism” can often be heard. In this con-
text, it is important to recall the resolution adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe on 13 October 2022 that declared the current Russian regime as a ter-
rorist one.? On 23 November 2022, the European Parliament issued a resolution, accord-
ing to which Russia was recognised as “a state sponsor of terrorism” and as a state that
“uses means of terrorism”.2

The aggressor’s activity in Ukraine is evident in the application of classical terror tac-
tics, not only within the combat zone but also extending across the entire country. Rus-
sian forces employ heavy weapons against civilians and civilian infrastructure, utilising
civilians as human shields, persecuting individuals based on their political or religious
beliefs, mistreating captured Ukrainian servicemen, and obstructing the activities of
international organisations, including the prevention of United Nations and Red Cross
humanitarian convoys. There is also active propaganda and psychological pressure on
Ukrainian youth residing in the temporarily occupied territories. Furthermore, Russia
intensively employs the Internet for propaganda, recruitment, and financial purposes*.
All these activities, including the act of “nuclear terrorism”, pose a threat of destruction
to the entire population of Ukraine, which the international community could already
qualify as genocide.

! United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, Ukraine, Killings of Civilians: Summary Executions
and Attacks on Individual Civilians in Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy Regions in the Context of the Russian Federation's Armed
Attack against Ukraine, 24 February-31 October 2022, 7 December 2022, p. 6: United Nations in Ukraine, 7-12-2022, in:
<https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/ukraine/2022/2022-12-07-OHCHR-Thematic-Report-
Killings-EN.pdf>, [2023-11-24].

2 Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2463 (2022) ,Further escalation of the Russian Federation’s
aggression against Ukraine, in: Parliamentary Assembly, <https://pace.coe int/en/files/31390/html>, [2023-11-25].

3 European Parliament resolution of 23 November 2022 on recognising the Russian Federation as a state sponsor of
terrorism (2022/2896 (RSP), in: European Parliament, <https://www.europarl europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-
0405_EN.docx>, [2023-11-25].

4 Orcana Enenp, Onercanap CKpUIHIOK, “«Crierionepatis» K 3704nH’, in: 3akoH i bizHec, 13-09-2022, <https://zib.
com.ua/ua/152930-deystviya_rossii_podpadayut_pod_priznaki_mezhdunarodnogo_terhtml>, [2023-11-27].
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The question of whether the atrocities committed by Russian forces in Ukraine
constitute the crime of genocide has sparked a scholarly debate.* Some participants in
this discussion tend to assess the atrocities through the frameworks of jus ad bellum and
jus in bello, leading them to the conclusion that the committed acts are merely random
instances of violence.® Another group of scholars analyse the developments through
a genocide lens, setting them within a broader historical, political, and cultural context
of Russia’s full-scale aggression against Ukraine.” This article contributes to the latter
strand of inquiry, seeking to examine war crimes perpetrated by the Russian army
against the civilian population of Ukraine during the full-scale conflict and to identify
signs of genocidal intent. The author analyses explicit acts of genocide including killings,
inflicting serious bodily or mental harm, the forced transfer of Ukrainian children, and
the deliberate creation of living conditions geared toward the physical destruction of the
Ukrainian nation. Additionally, the article scrutinises the systematic destruction of the
country'’s cultural heritage, which can be seen as evidence of an intent to, at least partially,
destroy Ukrainians as a national group protected by the UN Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

The Genocide Convention and War in Ukraine

International criminal law outlines four main categories of international crimes: the crime
of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and the crime of aggression. These “core”
international crimes are so grave that they are not subject to any statute of limitations.®
The term “genocide” was first coined by Raphael Lemkin, a Polish-born lawyer, in his work
Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: Laws of Occupation, Analysis of Government, Proposals for
Redress (1944). On 9 December 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. In 1954, the

5 See, for instance, Douglas Irvin-Erickson, “Is Russia Committing Genocide?”, in: Opinio Juris, 21-04-2022, <https://
opiniojuris.org/2022/04/21/is-russia-committing-genocide-in-ukraine/> [27-11-2023]; Yulia Toffe, “Forcibly Trans-
ferring Ukrainian Children to the Russian Federation: A Genocide?’, in: Journal of Genocide Research, 2023, doi:
101080/14623528.2023.2228085; Martin Shaw, “Russia’s Genocidal War in Ukraine: Radicalization and Social Destruc-
tion’, in: Journal of Genocide Research, 2023; Tomasz Lachowski, Tomasz Stepniewski, Russia’s War on Ukraine: Geopol-
itics, International Law, and Genocide, (ser. Prace IES, 10/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023; Przemystaw
Pietrzak, Mariia Tkaczuk, “Czy mozna uznac dziatania Rosji podczas wojny na Ukrainie za ludobéjstwo?”, in: Instytut na
Rzecz Kultury Prawnej Ordo Iuris, 22-06-2022, <https://ordoiuris.pl/wolnosci-obywatelskie/czy-mozna-uznac-dziala-
nia-rosji-podczas-wojny-na-ukrainie-za-ludobojstwo>, [2023-11-27].

6 See, for instance, Noélle Quénivet, “The Conflict in Ukraine and Genocide’, in: Journal of International Peacekeep-
ing, 2022, No. 25 (2), pp. 141-154.

7 See, for instance, Denys Azarov [et al], “Understanding Russia’s Actions in Ukraine as the Crime of Genocide”, in:
Journal of International Criminal Justice, 2023, No. 21 (2), pp. 233-264.

8 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, [The Hague: International Criminal Court, 2011], p. 3, 15. See also
Marcin Marcinko, “On Legal Classification of International Crimes”, in: Jagiellonian University in Krakéw, <https://en.uj.
edu.pl/en_US/ju-research/-/journal_content/56_INSTANCE_2XezEHy2NT5h/81541894/150609631>, [2023-12-26].
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Soviet Union ratified the Convention and after the dissolution of the USSR, both Russia and
Ukraine remained parties to this first human rights treaty. The very definition of genocide
enshrined in the Convention is internationally recognised. This definition is used in the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), and one of its prosecutors, Karim
Khan, is investigating Russia’s crimes against Ukraine.

According to Article II of the Convention, genocide occurs when any of the following
acts are committed with the “intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical,
racial, or religious group, as such™

a) killing members of the group;

b) causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

c) deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its
physical destruction in whole or in part;

d) imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

e) forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

According to Article III of the international treaty, the following acts are punishable: a)
genocide; b) conspiracy to commit genocide; ¢) direct and public incitement to commit
genocide; d) attempt to commit genocide; and e) complicity in genocide.® Thus, to estab-
lish an act of genocide, it is necessary to prove the intent to physically and biologically
destroy a social group, not just culturally. In other words, it is not sufficient to prove only
the facts of killing (which are war crimes) or destruction of infrastructure (which can also
be considered a war crime); the key is to establish intentions or dolus specialis. As a rule,
accusations of genocide are directed at the state and its leaders.

Renowned American historian of Central and Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union, and
the Holocaust, Timothy Snyder, asserts that Russia is unambiguously committing the five
types of crimes specified in the Genocide Convention. However, Russia’s explicit declara-
tions of genocidal intent in both its public statements and the media make it a unique case
when viewed from a historical perspective.°

After 24 February 2022, the term “genocide” was rarely used in Ukrainian law enforce-
ment circles, instead the term “aggression” was dominant. The situation changed after
the Ukrainian forces liberated the Kyiv region from Russian troops. Facts of mass killings,
torture, and rape of civilians, including children, were discovered in the cities of Bucha,

¢  Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 9 December 1948, in: United Nations,
Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, <https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/docu-
ments/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%200n%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%200{%20the %20
Crime%200f%20Genocide pdf>, [2023-12-26].

o Timothy Snyder’s speech during the panel discussion “Russia’s Genocide in Ukraine”. See “Helsinki Commission
Briefing on Russia’s Genocide in Ukraine’, in: Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, U. S. Helsinki Com-
mission, 14-11-2022, video, <https://www.csce.gov/press-releases/helsinki-commission-briefing-on-russias-geno-
cide-in-ukraine/>, [2023-11-28].
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Irpin, Hostomel, and villages of the region." On 14 April 2022, the Ukrainian Parliament
adopted a declaration recognising the actions of Russia’s armed forces and its political
and military leadership on Ukrainian territory during the full-scale invasion as a geno-
cide of the Ukrainian people.? The document states the existence of the official policy of
the Russian Federation not to recognise the Ukrainian people’s right to self-identification,
self-determination, and, consequently, their right to exist. In addition, the declaration af-
firms the direction of Russia’s centuries-old policy of “de-Ukrainisation”’, the absorption of
the Ukrainian nation by misrepresenting and appropriating its history, achievements in
science, culture, and art, as well as distorting the image of the Ukrainian people’s identity
and their desire for independence *

Itisimportant to note that as early as 23 March 2022, the Polish Sejm adopted a resolu-
tion on Russia’s commission of war crimes and crimes against humanity, acts of genocide,
and systemic violations of human rights and other criminal violations of international law
in Ukraine. Furthermore, the Sejm labelled Russian President Vladimir Putin a war crim-
inal. On 21 April 2022, the parliaments of Estonia and Latvia recognised Russia’s actions
in Ukraine as genocide. On 10 May 2022, the Seimas of Lithuania unanimously declared
Russia a terrorist state, emphasising the Kremlin's intent to destroy the Ukrainian nation,
and qualifying these actions as genocide. Simultaneously, the House of Commons of the
Canadian Parliament unanimously supported a resolution recognising Russia’s actions in
Ukraine as genocide (28 April). The Senates of the Czech Republic (11 May) and Ireland
(1 June) passed similar resolutions acknowledging the crimes of the Russian army in
Ukraine as genocide against the Ukrainian people.

After October 2022, when Russian military forces launched a massive attack on the
country’s critical infrastructure, the term “genocide” gained increasing usage regarding
the events in Ukraine. By targeting the energy sector, the Russian leadership intended
to create conditions in which Ukrainians would be unable to survive. Subsequently, the
destruction of medical facilities,* blocking of evacuation corridors, destruction of text-
books in the temporarily occupied territories, alteration of educational curricula, and
destruction of culture and cultural heritage® were also categorised as genocide.

1 Shaw, op. cit.

2 TlocraHoBa BepxoBHOI Pamu Yrpainu Bifi 14 KBiTHA 2022 poky N 2188-IX “TIpo 3asaBy BepxoBHOI Pagy YKpaiHU
“Ipo BunHeHHs Pociriceroio defiepaliieio reHOLUAY B YRpalni', in: BepxosHa Pada YkpaiHu, 3akoHodascmao YipaiHu,
<https://zakon rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2188-IX#Text>, [2023-11-28].

B Ibid

14 See Hanna Bazhenova, “System opieki zdrowotnej Ukrainy w warunkach wojny’, in: Komentarze IES, 2023, nr 754,
s.1-3.

5 See, for instance, Hanna Bazhenova, Ukraina w ogniu: pozamilitarne wymiary wojny (ser. Prace IES, 15/2022), Lub-
lin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2022; eadem, Ukraine on Fire: The Non-Military Dimensions of the War, (ser. Prace IES,
15/2022), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej 2022; eadem, ‘Niszczenie dziedzictwa kulturowego Ukrainy w czasie rosyj-
skiej agresji’, in: Komentarze IES, nr 1040 (16/2024), s.1-3.
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The first official document since the beginning of the full-scale Russian invasion where
the international community mentioned genocide in relation to Russia’s actions was the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe Resolution of 27 April 2023. It recognised
the deportation and forced transfer of Ukrainian children to the Russian Federation
as genocide.* This followed the ICC’s announcement on 17 March that it was charging
President Vladimir Putin and Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova, who is the Commissioner
for Children’s Rights under the President, with the war crimes of unlawfully deporting and
transferring children from Ukraine to Russia.”” On 22 May 2023, the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly recognised Russia’s crimes against Ukraine as genocide and the terrorist
regime in the Russian Federation as “Ruscism” (‘Rashism”).1®

In Search of a Special Intent

Among the features of genocide, the most challenging to prove is the intent to destroy a
national group protected by the UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, either in whole or in part. The overall context and nature of the crimes
committed by the Russian military show that they were accompanied by a prolonged cam-
paign to dehumanise and demonise the Ukrainian nation,”® whose representatives are
being referred to as “Nazis”, “Ukrofascists”, or “Ukronazis”. Announcing a “special military
operation” on 24 February 2022, President Putin stated in his address: “We will seek to de-
militarise and denazify Ukraine”?° It is noteworthy that the understanding of denazification
isbased on a somewhat amorphous set of stereotypical formulas broadly employed in Rus-
sian media, and in Russian politicians’ speeches and statements.?

The most complete interpretation of the objectives of “denazification” can be found in
a controversial article “What Russia Should Do with Ukraine” written by Russian political
technologist Timofey Sergeytsev and published by the state-owned news agency RIA No-
vosti. In his opinion, denazification, being simultaneously the de-Ukrainianisation and
de-Europeanisation of the country, should include:

a) the destruction of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, “Nazi battalions”, and territorial de-
fence forces - all of which, according to Sergeytsev, were complicit in the “genocide of
the Russian people”;

b) the lustration of Ukrainian authorities, purging them of “Nazis”;

the liquidation and prohibition of any organisations “associated with the practice of
Nazism”;

c) re-education of the population through “ideological repression” of Nazi-oriented at-
titudes and harsh censorship.?2

2 Tumoden Ceprernes, “UTo Poccus OJDKHA CHENaTh ¢ YRpauHOW', in: PMA Hosocmu, 3-04-2022, <https:/ria.
ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605 html>, [2023-11-30].
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Moreover, the Russian authorities deny the existence of the separate Ukrainian
people. In his essay “On the Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians”, which served
as a precursor to the full-scale Russian aggression, Putin argued that Ukrainians have
never been a nation.® On 21 February 2022, justifying the “special military operation’,
he declared that Ukraine “never had stable traditions of real statehood” and was an
integral part of Russia’s “own history, culture, spiritual space”. In addition, Putin claimed
that contemporary Ukraine was “entirely created by Russia’, thereby challenging the
legitimacy of Ukrainian statehood and identity.

Genocidal intents are manifested not only in official statements of Russian politi-
cal and military leadership, diplomats, or state-run media commentators, but can also
be shown through the analysis of acts committed by Russian forces on the territory of
Ukraine. The ongoing warfare has created a significant threat to Ukraine’s cultural and
historical heritage across the entire country. The bombardment of numerous sacral
buildings, museums, memorial complexes, monuments, historical and cultural sites,
theatres, and libraries has caused damage on a scale not witnessed since World War I1.
Additionally, the museums’ contents were removed from the temporarily occupied terri-
tories, along with the relocation of art collections from educational institutions and pri-
vate individuals.

From 24 February 2022 to 25 November 2023, Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture and
Information Policy confirmed the destruction or damage of 863 cultural heritage
sites,? including 119 sites of national importance, 674 of local importance, and 70 newly
discovered sites.?® Moreover, 1,750 objects of cultural infrastructure were destroyed or
damaged, including 864 community centres, 613 libraries, 136 art education institutions,
106 museums and galleries, and 31 theatres, cinemas, and concert halls. The greatest
losses and damage to cultural infrastructure were sustained in Donetsk, Kharkiv,
Kherson, Kyiv, Mykolaiv, Luhansk, and Zaporizhzhia regions and the city of Kyiv.’

2 Bragumup I1yTuH, ‘O6 UCTOPUIECKOM EIUHCTBE PYCCKUX U YKpauHLeB', in: [Tpesudenm Poccuu, 12-07-2021,
<http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181>, [2023-12-01].

* Idem, “O6parenue IIpe3uzeHTa Poccuiickoit denepatuu’, in: ITpesudenm Poccuu, 21-02-2022, <http://kremlin.
ru/events/president/news/67828>, [2023-12-01].

2 At the same time, UNESCO estimates as of 20 December 2023 put that number at 334 and includes 125 religious
sites, 147 buildings of historical and/or artistic interest, 29 museums, 19 monuments, 13 libraries, and one Archive.
See “Damaged Cultural Sites in Ukraine Verified by UNESCO’, in: UNESCO, 22-12-2023, <https://www.unesco.org/en/
articles/damaged-cultural-sites-ukraine-verified-unesco>, [2023-12-13].

2% "Yepes pOCINCEKY arpeciio B VKpaiHi moctpaskaanu 863 maM'aTKY KyJIbTYPHOI criafimyHy’, in: MiHicmepcmao
Kynbmypu ma iHpopmauitiHoi monimuru YkpaiHu, 1-12-2023, <https://mcip.gov.ua/news/cherez-rosijsku-agresiyu-v-
ukrayini-postrazhdaly-863-pamyatky-kulturnoyi-spadshhyny/>, [2023-12-05].

7 “MKIIT: Yepe3 pociiceKy arpecito B VKpaiHi rnoctpaxkzpanu 1750 06'€KTiB KylIbTypHOI iHGpacTpyRTypu’, in:
Vpsadosutl opman, 1-12-2023, <https://www.kmu.gov.ua/news/mkip-cherez-rosiisku-ahresiiu-v-ukraini-postrazh-
daly-1750-obiektiv-kulturnoi-infrastruktury>, [2023-12-05].
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However, current estimates are far from final, as most of the destruction is impossible to
record. This especially refers to the cities and towns that have been completely destroyed,
such as Volnovakha, Popasna, and Mariupol, where entire historic quarters have been
razed, or that are situated in active war zones and occupied territories.?® As of the end of
November 2023, almost the entire territory of Luhansk and significant parts of Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson regions were under temporary occupation. The scale and
nature of the devastation wrought by Russia indicate that this is deliberate, massive
destruction of the Ukrainian nation, its identity, and its culture.

According to the data collected by Religion on Fire project team, the number of demol-
ished and damaged churches and religious buildings at the end of September 2023 had
increased to more than 500. Of these, over 100 religious sites have either been destroyed
or severely damaged and can no longer be used for religious services. This means that
approximately every 50th church in Ukraine has been damaged to some extent since the
onset of the Russian full-scale aggression. Among them, there are at least 283 damaged
Orthodox religious buildings, and more than 155 Protestant, 15 Jewish, 12 Catholic, and 7
Muslim buildings. Moreover, at least seven religious educational institutions also came
under fire.?® The eastern regions have been most affected in this regard.

Asaresult of the continuous shelling, the historic centres of Kharkivand Odesa and many
of these cities’ cultural heritage sites were severely damaged. These include the Kharkiv
National Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre named after Mykola Lysenko, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, the Kharkiv Museum of Art, and the Transfiguration Cathedral in Odesa. In
addition, the Sviatohirsk Lavra of the Holy Dormition, which is one of three Orthodox lavras
(monasteries) in Ukraine, was seriously damaged by repeated bombardment by being
within an active conflict zone since the beginning of the full-scale warfare.

The Russian aggression has resulted in the burning of the National Literary Memorial
Museum dedicated to Hryhorii Skovoroda, the great Ukrainian philosopher born in 1722,
located in the village of Skovorodynivka in the Kharkiv region. Additionally, the Historical
and Local Museum in Ivankiv, near Kyiv, which housed works by the outstanding folk
painter and representative of Ukrainian naive art Maria Prymachenko, was also burned.
Fortunately, a significant part of these museums’ collections was rescued and transported
to safer places. Buildings almost entirely destroyed included the Donetsk Academic
Regional Drama Theatre®* and the Arkhip Kuindzhi Art Museum (both located in

28 Bazhenova, Ukraine on Fire ..., p. 65.

2 "B VrpaiHi moHaz 500 pesiriiHuxX Criopyz 3HUIIEHO abo IMONIKOAKEHO BHACIIZOK POCIMICBKOTO BTOPIHEHHS,
in: JlyxosHuti ppoHm YkpaiHu, 26-09-2023, <https:/df news/2023/09/26/v-ukraini-ponad-500-relihijnykh-sporud-
znyshcheno-abo-poshkodzheno-vnaslidok-rosijskoho-vtorhnennia/>, [23-11-2023].

30 The Russian air strike on the theatre on 16 March 2022 took the lives of at least 300 civilians who had used this
place as a shelter. See Amnesty International, “Children”: The Attack on the Donetsk Regional Academic Drama Theatre
in Mariupol, Ukraine’, London: Amnesty International, 2022, p. 3.
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Mariupol), the Mariupol Local History Museum, the Okhtyrka City Museum of Local Lore
(Sumy region), the Chernihiv Museum of Ukrainian Antiquities, and the Lysychansk
multidisciplinary gymnasium, a monument of late nineteenth-century Belgian
architecture (Luhansk region), among others. The Odesa National Fine Arts Museum
and the Bohdan and Varvara Khanenko National Museum of Arts in Kyiv also suffered
significant damage. Even Ukraine’s only museum dedicated to the Russian poet Sergei
Yesenin, located in a school in Kharkiv since 2010, was not spared. Archaeological sites
are also being destroyed, some as a result of armies on the move and the construction
of fortifications.®

From Intent to Action

The destruction of Ukrainians as a nation has been pursued through the commission of
genocidal acts defined by the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide. These acts include killing and causing serious bodily or mental harm, which
encompasses not only tortures, rapes and sexual violence, and mistreatment of detain-
ees, but also genital mutilation. Acts also include deliberately inflicting conditions of life
aimed at the physical destruction of the Ukrainian nation in a whole or in part, such as
deprivation of access to basic items necessary for survival, blocking humanitarian cargos,
obstruction of the civilians’ evacuation, severe damage and destruction of critical infra-
structure, and conducting of “urbicide” and “ecocide”. Another example of a genocidal act
is the forced transfer of Ukrainian children to Russia or the occupied territories.*

Information on Russian crimes is collected and recorded by Ukrainian state institu-
tions, numerous public organisations, the media, and by international organisations.
However, estimating the actual scale of these crimes during the hostilities is challenging
due to the occupation of a large part of the state’s territory.® As of 19 December 2023, the
Prosecutor General's Office of Ukraine had registered more than 118,000 war crimes com-
mitted by the Russian Federation, and 681 representatives of the Russian military and po-

31 “36UTKY Bif pyVHYBaHb KyIETYPHUX Ta PETITINHUX 06'€KTIB i Yac BITHYU CKIafaioTh moHan $1.5 muipx’, in: Kyiv
School of Economics, 16-03-2023, <https:/kse.ua/ua/about-the-school/news/zbitki-vid-ruynuvan-kulturnih-ta-
religiynih-ob-yektiv-pid-chas-viyni-skladayut-ponad-1-5-mlrd/>, [2023-11-23]; Bazhenova, Ukraine on Fire..., pp. 45—
46; eadem, “Niszczenie dziedzictwa kulturowego Ukrainy...", s. 2.

32 See Azarov [et al], op. cit, pp. 25-31; Basiepitt B. CorypeHKo, “BifiHa Pocil TpoTy YKpalHU — TeHOLNJ, YKPAIHCHKOTO
Hapoay’, in: 3no4uHHicms [ mpomudis it 8 ymosax eitiHu: ImobanbHUl, perioHaibHUll ma HauioHanbHul sumipu: 36ip-
HUK dortogideti HayKogo-Ipakmu4Hoi KoHpepeHuii (M. Binuwuiig, 12 kBiTHg 2023 p.), XapKis: XapKiBCbKUI HATIOHATIb-
HUM YHIBepCUTeT BHYTPILIHIX cIipas, 2023, ¢. 11-13.

3 Jakub Olchowski, War Crimes of the Russian Federation during the Invasion of Ukraine, (ser. Prace 1ES, 11/2023), Lu-
blin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023, p. 34.

227



2024 2(56) Hana Bazhenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidal Dimensions of the Russo-Ukrainian War: Targeting

litical leadership identified as suspects.3* The main problem in investigating these crimes
is their unprecedented number.

From 24 February 2022 to 4 December 2023, the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights had documented and verified over 10,000 civilian
deaths arising from the conflict, with more than 560 of them being children. Another
18,500 civilians were injured, many of them severely. The majority were affected by long-
range explosive weapons such as artillery shells, rockets, cluster munitions, and what
are commonly known as loitering munitions. Significant casualties have been recorded
as a result of Russian missile attacks on targets situated in densely populated residential
areas, often located far from the front line. One example is the rocket attacks on Kyiv
in mid-December 2023, which wounded more than 50 people and damaged several
residential buildings.3> However, the actual losses are much higher. The exact number
of Ukrainian citizens who lost their lives in virtually destroyed cities and towns such
as Sievierodonetsk, Lysychansk, Popasna, Bakhmut, and others remains unknown. In
Mariupol alone, which was almost destroyed by shelling in the spring of 2022, the most
conservative estimate suggests that over 20,000 civilians may have perished. These
figures account for the losses recorded during the presence of Ukrainian authorities
in the city. However, according to human rights activists, this number could potentially
range from 60,000 to 100,000 residents. These individuals were primarily victims of
direct violence, casualties resulting from shelling, individuals who went missing, or
those who tragically took their own lives.3

The action that is most often considered to be aimed at the destruction of part of the
Ukrainian people and as such - under international law - can be qualified as genocide
in the first instance, is the illegal deportation of Ukrainian children to Russia. The UN
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine established by the Human
Rights Council in its report identified three categories of deported children: 1) those who
lost parents or temporarily lost contact with them during hostilities; 2) those who were
separated following the detention of a parent at a filtration point; and 3) those who were
in institutions (such as orphanages or boarding schools).?

34 ‘TloHap, 118 THCTY BOEHHIIX 37I0UMHIB 3a/10KyMeHTyBaB Odic [eHepasisHOro Ipokypopa’, in: Apmialnform, 19-12-2023,
<https://armyinform.com.ua/2023/12/19/ponad-118-tysyach-voyennyh-zlochyniv-zadokumentuvav-ofis-generalnogo-
prokurora/>, [2023-12-21].

35 “Russia ‘should immediately cease its use of force against Ukraine, Tlrk declares’, in: UN Human Rights Office
of the High Commissioner, 19-12-2023, <https:;//www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2023/12/russia-should-
immediately-cease-its-use-force-against-ukraine-turk>, [2023-12-23].

36 OnexcaHzp SIHKOBCBKNY, OJleHa Bamiox, ‘e 6yB HiliCHO reHOLMA: B VKpaiHi JOKYMEHTYIOTh 37104iHYU PO B Mapiy-
1ot It OKpeMoro MofiaHH y Taary’, in: Padio Cao6oda, 14-11-2023, <https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/movyny-pry-
azovya-mariupol-henotsyd-rosiya-haaha/32682784 html>, [2023-11-25].

¥ Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, (A/HRC/52/62), 15 March 2023, p. 15,
in: UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/
hreouncil/coiukraine/A_HRC_52_62_AUV_EN.pdf>, [2023-11-25].
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Official Ukrainian statistics report that 19,546 children (almost 4,500 of them orphans)
have been deported and/or forcibly displaced from Donetsk, Luhansk, Kharkiv, Kherson,
and Zaporizhzhia regions to Russia, with only 387 having returned to Ukraine as of 26 De-
cember 2023. Russian open-source data, however, indicates that the number of deported
children is much higher - 744,000.%8 Filtration camps are an integral element of displace-
ment. During filtration men, women, and children are kept separately. Russians then in-
terrogate them simultaneously, comparing the information obtained. There have been
also cases of forcible separation of parents and children, with parents detained because
of certain questions to them, and children sent to Russia alone.

According to the UN Commission of Inquiry investigation, none of the examined
cases involving the transfer of Ukrainian children met the international humanitarian
law requirements. This law prohibits the evacuation of children by a party to the
armed conflict without the consent of parents or legal guardians, except for temporary
evacuation when compelling reasons related to the health or medical treatment of the
children or, except in occupied territory, reasons related to their safety. Deported and
forcibly displaced Ukrainians are taken to different regions of Russia, including the
most remote ones: Siberia, the Far East, the North Caucasus, Chechnya, and Sakhalin.
Additionally, the Russians constantly change children’s location to prevent the Ukrainian
side from tracking them and taking any actions to return them to Ukraine. The documents
of these children are confiscated, and personal belongings and means of communication
are taken away.*

Thus, the described war crime is being perpetrated against a particularly vulnerable
group of Ukrainian civilians. The prosecutor and the ICC judges have obtained sufficient
evidence to issue an arrest warrant for the Russian President and the Presidential
Commissioner for Children’s Rights over the forced transfer of children to Russia. The
crucial point here is that focusing on children could help delegitimise the very reasons for
Russia’s invasion, one of which was the claim of self-defence.*® As Michael Byers, a widely

38 These figures could be exaggerated and may include data on children who left with their families in transit through
the territory of the Russian Federation and Belarus, as there were regions where evacuation was only possible through
the territories of these states. Children of War: 24 February 2022-26 December 2023, 26-12-2023, in: <https://child-
renofwar.gov.ua/en/>, [26-12-2023[; “Pocist MorJ1a I€TIOPTYBaTH COTHI TUCAY YKPAIHCBKUX AiiTelt — Bepelyk’, in: Tosoc
AMepury, 2-12-2023, <https;//www.holosameryky.com/a/vereshchuk-razhe-shcho-bykradenykh-ditej-mozhe-buty-
sotni-tysiach/7380966.html>, [2023-12-26].

3 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, p. 15; “Hagimio Pocis BURpazmae
YKPAIHCBKUX MIiTel Ta 1m0 pobuTy mocTpaskmamum?”, in: ZMINA, 13-03-2023, <https:;//zmina.ua/media/navishho-rosi-
ya-vykradaye-ukrayinskyh-ditej-ta-shho-robyty-postrazhdalym/>, [2023-11-27]; “Pocis BUKpaza€e yKpalHCBKUX JiTeH:
AR ix moBepHyTW?", in: VrpiHpopm, 18-08-2023, <https//www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3750020-rosia-vikra-
dae-ukrainskih-ditej-ak-ih-povernuti html>, [2023-11-27].

40 Mark Kersten, “Why did the International Criminal Court Focus on the Transfer and Deportation of Children From
Ukraine to Russia?’, in: Justice in Conflict, 21-03-2023, <https:/justiceinconflict.org/2023/03/21/why-did-the-interna-
tional-criminal-court-focus-on-the-transfer-and-deportation-of-children-from-ukraine-to-russia/>, [2023-11-29].
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known expert on international law, pointed out: “Abducting children, after all, has nothing
to do with protecting Russia against NATO"#

Forced transfers and assimilation of Ukrainian children can result in the erasure of
their national and cultural identity. Consequently, this war crime could be qualified as an
integral part of identicide, which is manifested through:

a) systematic implementation of the education standards of the Russian Federation in
Ukrainian educational institutions in the temporarily occupied territories;

b) prohibition of the use of the Ukrainian language and Ukrainian-language books, in-
cluding textbooks, the destruction of such books, and immediate introduction of edu-
cation in Russian with a Russian ideological orientation;

c) widespread political propaganda and political persecution in the temporarily occu-
pied territories;

d) the practice of illegal detainment and transfer of Ukrainian citizens, especially chil-
dren, to the Russian Federation;

e) re-education of deported Ukrainian children, adoption of some of them by Russian
families, and transformation into Russian citizens.*? There are cases of adoption with the
change of not only the child’s name and surname, but also their place and date of birth.

It is worth mentioning that traditionally, our historical understanding of genocide
has focused primarily on the destruction of an ethnic or racial group. According to Is-
raeli-American political scientist and historian Eugene Finkel, Ukraine likely represents
a unique case where the attempt is made to destroy not only ethnic Ukrainians but the
nation as a whole. In this regard, he argues that while legally establishing genocide across
the entire country may pose challenges and take years, from a historical standpoint, there
is undeniable evidence pointing to this as genocide.**

Conclusions

The conducted research leads to the conclusion that Russian aggression not only poses a
threat to the territorial integrity and state sovereignty of Ukraine, but also seeks to at least
partially annihilate the Ukrainian nation, its identity, and its cultural heritage. The ongoing

4 Michael Byers, “An Arrest Warrant for Vladimir Putin Will Have Consequences for China’, in: The Globe and Mail,
20-03-2023, <https:;//www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-putin-icc-arrest-warrant-china/>, [2023-11-29].

42 CoRypeHKo, op. cit,, p. 12; Kaveh Khoshnood [et al], Russia’s Systematic Program for the Re-education & Adoption
of Ukraine’s Children. A Conflict Observatory Report, Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of Public Health, (New
Haven) 14 February 2023, pp. 6, 14-15.

4 Eugene Finkel, interviewed by Bartlomiej Gajos: BapTiomeit T'aitoc, “HeT HUKaKOro COMHEHUS, YTO B YKpanHe
peds uneT o reHouuzne’, in: Hosas Ionbwa, 10-06-2022, <https://novayapolsha.eu/article/ukraina-pervyi-sluchai-
genocida-kogda-pytayutsya-unichtozhit-naciyu/>, [2023-11-28].
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war has signs of a genocidal campaign, characterised by acts such as killings, causing seri-
ous bodily and mental harm, and intentionally creating conditions of life aimed at the phys-
ical destruction of the Ukrainian nation, in whole or in part. This campaign is also marked by
the forcible transfer of Ukrainian children to the Russian Federation and occupied territo-
ries, accompanied by a deliberate alteration of their identities through assimilation policies.

One of the most challenging problems in qualifying a crime as an act of genocide is the
sufficiency and satisfiability of evidence indicating the intent to destroy a certain group,
either in whole or in part. In the context of current warfare, there is compelling evidence
of an attempt to commit genocide, direct and public incitement for genocide, and the
commission of genocide in certain territories, specifically in Bucha and Mariupol.

While substantiating and proving the crime of genocide across all of Ukraine poses
considerable legal challenges and may take years, the systematic nature of these actions,
combined with the widespread documentation of atrocities, provides a solid foundation
for drawing historical parallels and classifying these acts as genocide. Notably, the mass
transfer of almost 4,500 Ukrainian orphans to Russia represents a clear act of genocide
that affects the entire country. Furthermore, the acts of torture and killings that took place
during the early stages of the full-scale war (February and March 2022) in the Kyiv and
Chernihiv regions also demonstrate signs of genocide.

Thus, the above-mentioned and other existing evidence, viewed through a historical
lens, suggest that the actions taken by the Russian armed forces in Ukraine embody the
hallmarks of genocide. This underscores the urgent need for international recognition and
accountability for these crimes to prevent further destruction, and safeguard the future of
the Ukrainian nation.

Literature

1. Amnesty International, “Children” The Attack on the Donetsk Regional Academic Drama Theatre
in Mariupol, Ukraine, London: Amnesty International, 2022.

2. Azarov Denys [et al], “Understanding Russia’s Actions in Ukraine as the Crime of Genocide”, in:
Journal of International Criminal Justice, 2023, No. 21 (2), pp. 233-264.

3. Bazhenova Hanna, “Niszczenie dziedzictwa kulturowego Ukrainy w czasie rosyjskiej agres;ji”, in:
Komentarze IES, nr 1040 (16/2024), s.1-3.

4. Bazhenova Hanna, “System opieki zdrowotnej Ukrainy w warunkach wojny”, in: Komentarze IES,
2023,nr754,s.1-3.

5. Bazhenova Hanna, Ukraina w ogniu: pozamilitarne wymiary wojny, (ser. Prace IES, 15/2022), Lub-
lin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2022.

6. Bazhenova Hanna, Ukraine on Fire: The Non-Military Dimensions of the War, (ser. Prace IES,
15/2022), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej 2022.

7. Byers Michael, “An Arrest Warrant for Vladimir Putin will have Consequences for China”, in: The
Globe and Mail, 20-03-2023, <https://www.theglobeandmail com/opinion/article-putin-icc-ar-
rest-warrant-china/>, [29-11-2023].

231



2024 2(56) Hana Bazhenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidal Dimensions of the Russo-Ukrainian War: Targeting

10.

1L

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

232

Children of War: 24 February 2022-26 December 2023, 26-12-2023, in: <https://childrenofwar.gov.
ua/en/> [2023-12-26].

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, U.S. Helsinki Commission, “Helsinki Com-
mission Briefing on Russia’s Genocide in Ukraine”, 14-11-2022, video, in: <https://www.csce.gov/
press-releases/helsinki-commission-briefing-on-russias-genocide-in-ukraine/>, [2023-12-
28].

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 9 December 1948,
in: United Nations, Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, <https://ww-
w.u.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%200n%20
the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%200f%20the%20Crime%200f%20Genocide.pdf>,
[2023-12-26].

Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2463 (2022) “Further Escalation of the
Russian Federation's Aggression Against Ukraine”, in: Parliamentary Assembly, <https://pace.
coe.int/en/files/31390/html> [2023-11-25].

Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2495 (2023) “Deportations and Forcible
Transfers of Ukrainian Children and Other Civilians to the Russian Federation or to Temporarily
Occupied Ukrainian Territories: Create Conditions for Their Safe Return, Stop These Crimes and
Punish the Perpetrators’, in: Parliamentary Assembly, <https://pace.coe.int/en/files/31776/html>,
[29-11-2023].

European Parliament resolution of 23 November 2022 on recognising the Russian Federation as
a state sponsor of terrorism (2022/2896(RSP), in: European Parliament, <https://www.europarl.
europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0405_EN.docx>, [2023-11-25].

Finkel Eugene, interviewed by Barttomiej Gajos: Bapmiomert I'atioc, “HeT HUKAKOTO COMHEHUH,
YTO B YKparHe pedb uzeT o reHouue’, in: Hogas ITonbwa, 10-06-2022, <https://novayapolsha.eu/
article/ukraina-pervyi-sluchai-genocida-kogda-pytayutsya-unichtozhit-naciyu/>, [2023-11-28]
[Bartolomey Gayos, “Net nikokovo somnenija, chto v Ukaine rech idet o genocide”, in: Novaja Pol-
shal.

International Criminal Court, “Situation in Ukraine: ICC Judges Issue Arrest Warrants against
Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin and Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova’, 17-03-2023, in: <https://
www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-ukraine-icc-judges-issue-arrest-warrants-against-vladi-
mir-vladimirovich-putin-and>, [2023-11-29]

Toffe Yulia, “Forcibly Transferring Ukrainian Children to the Russian Federation: A Genocide?”, in:
Journal of Genocide Research, 2023.

Irvin-Erickson Douglas, “Is Russia Committing Genocide?”, in: Opinio Juris, 21-04-2022, <https://
opiniojuris.org/2022/04/21/is-russia-committing-genocide-in-ukraine/>, [2023-11-27].
Kasianov Georgiy, “Denazification” and the Use of the Ukrainian Nationalist History Myth by
Russia’, in: Russia’s War in Ukraine: Implications for the Politics of History in Central and Eastern
Europe (edited by Hanna Bazhenova) (ser. IES Policy Papers, 10/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy
Srodkowej, 2023, pp. 15-29.

Kersten Mark, “Why did the International Criminal Court Focus on the Transfer and Deportation
of Children From Ukraine to Russia?”, in: Justice in Conflict, 21-03-2023, <https://justiceinconflict.
org/2023/03/21/why-did-the-international-criminal-court-focus-on-the-transfer-and-depor-
tation-of-children-from-ukraine-to-russia/>,[2023-11-29]

Khoshnood Kaveh [et al], Russia’s Systematic Program for the Re-education & Adoption of
Ukraine’s Children. A Conflict Observatory Report, Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of
Public Health, (New Haven) 14 February 2023.



2024 2(56) Hana Bazhenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidal Dimensions of the Russo-Ukrainian War: Targeting

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

Kyiv School of Economics, “36UTKH Bif pyMHYBaHb KYJIBTYPHUX Ta PETiriiHUX 06 €KTIB iz yac
BiMHM CKJIa[aloTh IToHaz $1.5 miipx’, 16-03-2023, in: <https://kse.ua/ua/about-the-school/news/
zbitki-vid-ruynuvan-kulturnih-ta-religiynih-ob-yektiv-pid-chas-viyni-skladayut-ponad-1-5-
mlrd/>, [2023-11-23] [“Zbitki vid rujnuvan kulturnich ta religijnich objektiv pid chas vijni sklada-
jut ponad $1.5 mlrd"].

Lachowski Tomasz, Stepniewski Tomasz, Russia’s War on Ukraine: Geopolitics, International Law,
and Genocide, (ser. Prace IES,10/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023.

Marcinko Marcin, “On Legal Classification of International Crimes”, in: Jagiellonian University
in Krakéw, <https://en.uj.edu.pl/en_US/ju-research/-/journal_content/56_INSTANCE_2XezE-
Hy2NT5h/81541894/150609631>, [2023-11-26].

NATO Parliamentary Assembly Declaration 482 “United and Resolute in Support of Ukraine”, 22-
05-2023, in: NATO Parliamentary Assembly, <https://www.nato-pa.int/download-file?filename=/
sites/default/files/2023-05/DECLARATION%20%20482%20-%20UKRAINE%20.pdf>, [2023-11-
29].

New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy, Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, in: An
Independent Legal Analysis of the Russian Federation's Breaches of the Genocide Convention in
Ukraine and the Duty to Prevent, May 2022, <https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/
English-Report-2.pdf>, [2023-11-30].

New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy, Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, in:
The Russian Federation’s Escalating Commission of Genocide in Ukraine: A Legal Analysis, July
2023, in: <https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/20230726-Genocide-Ukraine-Re-
port-NISLAP_.pdf>, [2023-11-30].

Olchowski Jakub, War Crimes of the Russian Federation during the Invasion of Ukraine, (ser. Prace
IES, 11/2023), Lublin: Instytut Europy Srodkowej, 2023.

Pietrzak Przemystaw, Tkaczuk Mariia, “Czy mozna uzna¢ dziatania Rosji podczas wojny na
Ukrainie za ludobéjstwo?”, in: Instytut na Rzecz Kultury Prawnej Ordo Iuris, 22-06-2022,
<https://ordoiuris.pl/wolnosci-obywatelskie/czy-mozna-uznac-dzialania-rosji-podczas-wo-
jny-na-ukrainie-za-ludobojstwo>, [2023-11-27].

Putin Vladimir, “Address by the President of the Russian Federation’, in: President of Russia, 24-
02-2022, <http://fen kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843>, [2023-11-30].

Quénivet Noélle, “The Conflict in Ukraine and Genocide”, in: Journal of International Peacekeep-
ing, 2022, No. 25 (2), pp. 141-154.

Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, (A/HRC/52/62), 15
March 2023, in: UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/
default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/coiukraine/A_HRC_52_62_AUV_EN.pdf>, [2023-11-
25].

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court [The Hague: International Criminal Court, 2011].
Shaw Martin, “Russia’s Genocidal War in Ukraine: Radicalization and Social Destruction’, in:
Journal of Genocide Research, 2023, doi: 10.1080/14623528.2023.2185372.

UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, “Russia ‘should immediately cease its
use of force against Ukraine, Tiirk declares”, 19-12-2023, in: <https://www.ohchr.org/en/state-
ments-and-speeches/2023/12/russia-should-immediately-cease-its-use-force-against-
ukraine-turk>, [2023-12-23].

UNESCO, “Damaged Cultural Sites in Ukraine Verified by UNESCO", 22-12-2023, in: <https://
www.unesco.org/en/articles/damaged-cultural-sites-ukraine-verified-unesco>, [2023-12-23].

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, Ukraine, Killings of Civilians:

233



2024 2(56) Hana Bazhenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidal Dimensions of the Russo-Ukrainian War: Targeting

37

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

234

Summary Executions and Attacks on Individual Civilians in Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy Regions in
the Context of the Russian Federation's Armed Attack Against Ukraine, 24 February-31 October
2022, 7 December 2022, in: United Nations in Ukraine, 7-12-2022, <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/
default/files/documents/countries/ukraine/2022/2022-12-07-OHCHR-Thematic-Report-Kill-
ings-EN.pdf>, [2023-12-24].

ZMINA, “Hagiio Pocig BURpaziae YKpaiHChRUX JiTeH Ta II0 pobUTH mocTpaskmanum?”, 13-03-
2023, in: <https://zmina.ua/media/navishho-rosiya-vykradaye-ukrayinskyh-ditej-ta-shho-ro-
byty-postrazhdalym/>, [2023-12-27]. [“Navishcho Rosija vikradae ukrainskich ditej ta shchio
robiti postrazhdalim?”].

Apwmisinform, “TloHan 118 THCAY BOEHHUX 3JIOYMHIB 3aI0KyMeHTyBaB Odic TeHepasbHOTO
poKrypopa’, 19-12-2023, in: <https://armyinform.com.ua/2023/12/19/ponad-118-tysyach-voyen-
nyh-zlochyniv-zadokumentuvav-ofis-generalnogo-prokurora/>, [2023-12-21]. [ArmijaInform,
“Ponad 118 tisiach voennich zlochiniv zadokumentuvav Ofis Generalnovo prokurora’].

Tonoc AMepuku, “Pocist MoIJIa IeTTOpPTYBATH COTHI THCSY YKPATHCBRUX AiTell — Bepelyk”, 2-12-2023,
in: <https://www.holosameryky.com/a/vereshchuk-razhe-shcho-bykradenykh-ditej-mozhe-buty-
sotni-tysiach/7380966.html>, [2023-12-26]. [Golos Ameriki, “Rosija mogla deportuvati sotni tisiach
ukrainskich ditej - Vereshchuk’].

OyxoeHuli ¢poHm VkpaiHu, “B Vrpaini moHaz 500 pemniriiHUX CcIopyz 3HUIIEHO abo
TIOLIKOJKEHO BHACJIIZOKR POCIMICBKOrO BTOPTHeHHs', 26-09-2023, in: <https://df news/2023
/09/26/v-ukraini-ponad-500-relihijnykh-sporud-znyshcheno-abo-poshkodzheno-vnasli-
dok-rosijskoho-vtorhnennia/>, [2023-11-23].[Duchovnij front Ukraini,"V Ukraini ponad 500 re-
ligijnich sporud znishcheno abo poshkodzheno vnaslidok rosijskovo vtorgnenija’l.

Enenp OrcaHa, CRpumnHiok Onercanzp, «Crienorepallisi» K 37I04uH, in: 3akoH i Bi3Hec, 13-09-
2022, <https://zib.com.ua/ua/152930-deystviya_rossii_podpadayut_pod_priznaki_mezhdunarod-
nogo_terhtml>, [2023-11-27]. [Epel Oksana, Skripniuk Oleksandr,"Specoperacija” jak zlochin, Za-
kon i Biznes].

MiHiCTepCTBO KyNbTypy Ta iHGOPMAILMHOI MOMTHRY YRpaiHy, “depe3 pOCINCBKY arpeciio B
VrpaiHi mocTpaskgany 863 maM STKU KyJIBTYpHOI criammuHu’, 1-12-2023, in: <https://mcip.gov.
ua/news/cherez-rosijsku-agresiyu-v-ukrayini-postrazhdaly-863-pamyatky-kulturnoyi-spad-
shhyny/>, [2023-12-05] [Ministerstvo kultury ta informacijnoj politiki Ukraini,"Cherez rossijsku
agresiju v Uraini postrazhdali 863 pamiatki kulturnoj spadshchini].

[MoctanoBa BepxoBHOI Pagu Vkpainy Bif, 14 kBiTHA 2022 poKry N2 2188-1X “TIpo 3aaBy BepxoBHOI
Pazmu Vrpainu ‘TIpo BumHeHHs Pociriceroio depepatiieio reHonuay B VRpaini’, in: BepxogHa
Pada VrpaiHu, 3akoHoOaecmeo VkpaiHu, in: <https:/zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2188-I1X-
#Text>, [2023-11-28] [Pastanovka Verchovnoj radi Ukraini vid 14 kvitnia 2022 roku N2 2188-IX
“Pro Zajavu Verchovnoj radi Ukraini “Pro vchinennia Rosiskoju Federacieju genocidu v Ukraini”].
[yTuH BraguMup, “O6 UCTOPUYECKOM EAMHCTBE PYCCKUX U YRpauHIieB”, in: [TpesudeHm Poccuu,
12-07-2021, <http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181> [2023-12-01] [Putin Vladimir,“Ob
istoricheskom jedinstve ruskich i ukraincev”, in: Prezident Rossijil.

I[TytuH Bnagumup, “O6pameHnue [TpesunenTa Poccuiickoi @enepanun’, in: ITpesudeHm Poccuu,
21-02-2022, <http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67828>, [2023-12-01] [Putin Vladimir,
“Obrashchenie prezidenta Rosijskoj Federacii’, in: Prezident Rossijil.

Cepreties Tumoodeit, “Uto Poccus Ho/KHA CAeNaTh ¢ YRpauHou', in: PMA Hoeocmu, 3-04-2022,
<https://ria.ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605.html>, [2023-11-30] [Sergejcev Timofej, “Chto
Rosija dolzhna sdelat ¢ Ukrainoj”, in: RIA Novosti].

CorypeHKO Bamepili B., “BiliHa Pocil mporre VRpaiHU - reHOLMZ YKpaiHCBKOTO HapoLy’,
3n04uHHicmb [ mpomudia iti 8 ymosax 8iliHU: IMI06AnbHUU, perioHWIbHUU Mma HayioHanbHUll



2024 2(56) Hana Bazhenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidal Dimensions of the Russo-Ukrainian War: Targeting

48.

49.

50.

guMipu: 36ipHUK dorosideli HayKo8o-TIpakmMuyHoi KoHdepeHuii (M. BiHHuyg, 12 keimHsa 2023 p.),
XapKiB: XapKiBChKUY HALIiOHAIBHUY YHIBEPCUTET BHYTPILIHIX cripas, 2023, ¢. 11-13 [Sokurenko
Valerij V., Vijna Rosiji protiv Ukraini - genocid ukrainskovo narodu, Zlochinnist i protidija iji v
umovach vijny: globalnij, regionalinij ta nacionalnij vimiri: zbirnik dopovidej naukovo-praktichnoj
konferenciji (m. Vinnicia 12 kvitnia 2023 r.), Charkiv: Charkivskij nacionalnij universitet vnutrish-
nich sprav, 2023, c. 11-13].

VkpiH$popm, “Pocia BUKpaziae YKpaiHCBKUX HiTel: AK ix moBepHyTH?”, 18-08-2023, in: <https://
www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3750020-rosia-vikradae-ukrainskih-ditej-ak-ih-povernuti.
html>,[2023-11-27] [Ukrinform, “Rosija vikradae ukrainskich ditej: jak ich povernuti?”].
Vpaoosuti mopman, “MKIIT: Yepe3 pociliceRy arpecito B VRpaiHi moctpakzanu 1750 o6'eKTiB
KyJIBTYpHOI iHbpacTpykTypu’, 1-12-2023, in: <https://www.kmu.gov.ua/news/mkip-cherez-rosi-
isku-ahresiiu-v-ukraini-postrazhdaly-1750-obiektiv-kulturnoi-infrastruktury>, [2023-12-05]
[Uriadovij portal, ,MKIP: Cherez rosijsku agresiju v Ukraini postrazhdali 1750 objektiv kulturnoj
infrastrukturi’].

SHKOBCBKUI OJiekcaHzp, Bazmiok OneHa, ‘Le 6yB AificHO reHouup: B YRpaiHi JOKYMEHTYIOTb
35mourHY PO B Mapiymosni aj1g okpeMoro rnogaHHA y [aary”, in: Padio C8o600a, 14-11-2023, <https://
www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-mariupol-henotsyd-rosiya-haaha/32682784.
html>, [2023-11-25] [Jankovskij Oleksandr, Badiuk Olena, ,Ce buv dijsno genocid”: v Ukraini dek-
oumentujut zlochini RF v Mariupoli dlia okremovo podannia u Gaagu*, in: Radio Svobodal.

235



2024 2(56) Hana Bazhenova
Genocidas ir rezistencija Genocidal Dimensions of the Russo-Ukrainian War: Targeting

Hana BaZenova

Genocido aspektai Rusijos ir Ukrainos kare: késinimasis j Ukrainos Zmones
ir kulturos pavelda

Santrauka

Pradédama plataus masto agresija pries Ukraing, Rusijos Federacija pazeidé Jungtiniy Tauty Chartijos
2 straipsnio 4 dalyje jtvirtinta draudima ,naudoti jéga pries bet kurios valstybés teritorinj vientisuma
ar politine nepriklausomybe"”. Nuo 2022 m. vasario 24 d. Ukrainoje vykdomi Rusijos ginkluotyju pajégu
nusikaltimai yra patys sunkiausi tarptautinio masto nusikaltimai, ta patvirtina ir Tarptautinio baudzia-
mojo teismo iSduotas aresto orderis Rusijos prezidentui Vladimirui Putinui ir prezidentui pavaldZiai
vaiko teisiy jgaliotinei Marijai Aleksejevnai Lvovai-Belovai dél konkreciy veiky, kurias $is teismas pri-
skiria karo nusikaltimams. Siekiant Sias veikas pripaZinti genocido nusikaltimu, bGtina jrodyti kaltina-
mojo ketinima visiskai ar i$ dalies sunaikinti nacionaling, etnine, rasine ar religine grupe.

Siame straipsnyje nagrinéjami karo nusikaltimai, kuriuos Rusijos ginkluotosios pajégos jvykdé
pries civilius Ukrainos gyventojus per Rusijos ir Ukrainos kara, ir nustatomi siy veiky ketinant vykdyti
genocida poZymiai. Jame analizuojami aiskts genocido veiksmai, jskaitant Zudymus, sunkiy kuino ar
psichiniy suZalojimy padaryma, priverstinj ukrainieciy vaiky perkélima i Rusija ir okupuotas teritori-
jas bei samoninga gyvenimo salygy, nukreiptu i ukrainieciy kaip tautos fizinj sunaikinima, sudaryma.
Be to, straipsnyje kruop$c¢iai nagrinéjamiispuoliai pries salies kultturos paveldo objektus, kurie, nelygu
aplinkybes, gali buti kvalifikuojami kaip karo nusikaltimai (kai, be kita ko, ju negalima pateisinti karo
butinybe ir yra pazeidziamas kariniy ir civiliy taikiniy atskyrimo principas), nusikaltimai Zmonisku-
mui (kai jie yra sistemingi) arba genocidas (kai jis yra tapatybés naikinimo politikos dalis).

Autore jrodo, kad Rusijos agresija pries Ukraina ne tik kelia gresme Salies teritoriniam vientisumui
ir valstybeés suverenitetui, bet ir siekia bent i$ dalies sunaikinti ukrainieciu tauta, jos tapatybe ir kul-
tarinj pavelda. Rusijos ir Ukrainos konfliktas turi genocido poZymiu, kurie pripazistami tarptautinéje
teiséje pagal 1948 m. Genocido konvencija. Sie poZymiai pasireiskia bandymu vykdyti genocida, tie-
sioginiu ir viesu genocido kurstymu bei genocido vykdymu tam tikrose teritorijose, konkreciai Bucoje
ir Mariupolyje.

Bus sudetinga pagristi ir jrodyti sio nusikaltimo vykdyma visoje Ukrainoje - Sios pastangos gali
limas j Rusija - nusikaltimas, palietes visa $alj. Be to, kankinimu ir zudyniu veiksmai, jvykdyti anksty-
vuoju plataus masto jsiverzimo laikotarpiu (2022 m. vasario ir kovo meén.) Kyjivo ir Cernigovo regio-
nuose, rodo tam tikrose vietovese vykdyto genocido pozymius. Vertinant turimus faktus per istorine
prizme, Rusijos pajegu veiksmuose Ukrainoje galima jzvelgti genocido pozymiy.

ReikSminiai ZodZiai: Rusijos Federacija, Ukraina, Jungtiniy Tauty konvencija dél kelio uzkirtimo genoci-
do nusikaltimui ir baudimo uZ jj, Raphaelis Lemkinas, karas, zmoneés, kultiros paveldas, genocidas.
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This article is based on eyewitness testimonies regarding the ethnic cleansing practices
carried outby Armenian ultranationalists against ethnic Azerbaijanis during the Karabakh
conflict (Nagorno-Karabakh conflict) and the First Karabakh War (1988-1994). Since 1988,
ethnic cleansing has been a prevalent form of violence directed at ethnic Azerbaijanis,
resulting in the forcible displacement of approximately one million individuals from the
Karabakh region and Armenia. The paper examines the Karabakh conflict and ethnic
cleansing through oral testimonies, which provide substantial evidence of atrocities
committed against Azerbaijanis. These atrocities have deep historical roots, marked by
violent ethnic conflicts, such as the Armenian-Muslims massacres of 1905 and 1918, and
the widespread terror inflicted by Armenian chauvinists on Azerbaijani populations.
These incidents involved the systematic targeting and destruction of Azerbaijani villages,’
culminating in severe acts of violence and genocide? in the South Caucasus between
1917 and 19213 The events were marked by large-scale ethnic violence and mass killings,
resulting in widespread loss of life and deepening tensions between the Armenian and
Azerbaijani communities. These events left lasting scars on the region and intensified
ethnic and territorial conflicts that shaped subsequent historical developments. This
paper also addresses a lesser-known aspect of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict: the

1 Kamran Ismayilov, Azarbaycanin Zangazur bolgasi 1918-1920-ci illarda, Baki, 2019, s. 16-17.

2 TeHouuo AsepbatioxiaHcKkoro Hapooa 1918 roda. OpraHusamopb! U rana4u, Baxy, 2013, ¢. 272; Vinsrap Hudranues,
Teroyud azep6atiodcaryes 8 Vpesaxckol rybepHuu (1918-1920), Baky, 2017, c. 188; Cabup Acanos, Qunocodus pesaH-
WU3MA UNU apMSHCKAS Kpo8oxaoHocme, Baky, 2001, c. 216.

3 "Asep6atioxaH’, 1918, 13 Host6ps; Vaqif Abisov, Bakida Azarbaycan xalgina qarst 1918-ci il mart soyqirimi, Baki, 2017,
s.220.
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helicopter crash that resulted in the deaths of 44 passengers, primarily women and
children, and 3 crew members. This article brings to light the human and environmental
catastrophes resulting from the ethnic cleansing and terror acts committed during the
Karabakh conflict. Incorporating Azerbaijani eyewitness testimonies and a historical
analysis of Armenian media disinformation highlights the critical need to confront these
atrocities as part of a path toward justice and reconciliation.

Keywords: Karabakh conflict and ethnic cleansing, Armenian terror acts, crimes against
humanity, collective trauma, collective memory.
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Introduction

Forthe pasttwodecades, the authorofthisarticlehasbeenresearching oralhistoryandthe
social anthropology of collective memory among internally displaced persons (IDPs) and
refugees’ impacted by the Karabakh conflict. The Data Bank on Witnesses and Memorizers
of the Karabakh Conflict (1988-2020) is a comprehensive repository of information on
individuals who experienced or were otherwise affected by the conflict. This database
predominantly contains records of ethnic Azerbaijani respondents from the Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan and Armenia. It spans various age groups, including children who
lived through the conflict, those born after, as well as youth, middle-aged individuals, and
elderly people. Additionally, it covers both male and female perspectives, offering a broad
and inclusive view of personal narratives, memories, and experiences across different
demographics. The study integrates respondents’ testimonies with the author’s personal
memories. This initiative also highlights the importance of maintaining diverse voices
and perspectives in the collective memory of historical events. Primary materials for this
research include narratives from passengers of the last peaceful helicopter flights from
Baku to Shusha (20 January 1992) and Shusha to Aghdam (28 January 1992). Eyewitness
testimonies from Shusha and Khalfali residents regarding the terrorist attack on the Mi-8
helicopter during the First Karabakh War are introduced here for the first time, offering
crucial evidence forlegal proceedings against the perpetrators. Additionally, video footage
from the Azerbaijani News Service related to the Mi-8 crash has significantly contributed
to this research. The author’s socio-anthropological study is developed from a historical
perspective, engaging former members of the Shusha battalion and eyewitnesses who
were either children or adults during the First Karabakh War. The respondents share their
reflections on the helicopter crash that profoundly affected their families, friends, and
personal lives, providing invaluable insights into the catastrophe’s repercussions. These
narratives are invaluable for detailing the helicopter catastrophe’s impact. The research
also includes testimonies from civilians and armed participants. The study examines how
collective memory of the war is built, preserved, and passed down to future generations.
The primary questions posed to respondents were: How did the conflict start, escalate,
and progress to the stage of full-scale war? How did the conflict affect people’s everyday
lives?

The goal of this research is to analyse the relationship between collective and
individual memory in the context of inter-ethnic armed conflict. It is essential to explore
the complexities of what is referred to as collective memory and to examine the interplay
between memory and history within the framework of the Karabakh conflict. I argue
that the role of both individual and collective memory among IDPs and refugees is not
only to transmit experiences from the past into the present, but also to convey notions of
responsibility. These memories provide a platform for discussing and imagining pathways
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towards peaceful reconciliation and conflict transformation. However, alternatively,
these same memories can also act as a catalyst, fuelling narratives that justify or envision
further armed violence.

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict: a historical background

In late 1987, the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh* collected over 80,000 signatures to
petition the Soviet Government about the region’s secession from Soviet Azerbaijan and
its reunification with Armenia. Azerbaijan refuses and demonstrations in Nagorno-
Karabakh and Erevan lead to clashes between Azerbaijanis and Armenians in Azerbaijan.®
In the autumn of 1988, Armenians organised a well-planned meeting at Stepanakert's®
square, with slogans such as Independent Karabakh, Reunification with Armenia, and Great
Armenia. This movement grew daily, becoming increasingly radical and hostile towards
local Azerbaijanis. The escalation of events and their transformation into a full-scale war
was unexpected for the ethnic Azerbaijanis: soon their population was forced to flee the
cities and villages. The violent Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between the two neighbours
erupted during the disintegration of the Soviet Union spanning from February 1988 to
2020, within the legally recognised territory of Azerbaijan.

The Nagorno-Karabakh region and its surrounding territories are internationally
recognised as a partof the Azerbaijan state by the United Nations, most of the international
community, and key organisations such as the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe. The territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, including Nagorno-Karabakh, has been
upheld by multiple UN Security Council key Resolutions (822, 853, 874, 884), and were
adopted in1993, reaffirming Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity and calling for the withdrawal
of Armenian forces from occupied areas.” Despite that, this conflict, which escalated into
full-scale war, resulted in the displacement of numerous individuals, leading to their
dispersal across the Caucasus region and beyond. The escalation and subsequent military
engagements during the Karabakh conflict - spanning from the initial clashes in 1988 to

4 Nagorno-Karabakh, a mountainous region in western Azerbaijan, derives its name from the Russian “HaropHsit
Kapabax"and Azerbaijani “Dagliq Qarabag,” both meaning “Mountainous Karabakh." The conflict over this region has
come to be referred to as the “Nagorno-Karabakh conflict” or “Karabakh conflict”, a term used in international dis-
cussions since the conflict's beginning. The author has adopted this terminology throughout her work to maintain
consistency with established references to the region in both historical and contemporary discourse.

5 UNHCR web archive. In: <https;//webarchive.archive.unhcr.org/20230518095635/https://www.refworld.org/do-
cid/469f3866¢.html>, [2024-11-11].

6 In1991, the Azerbaijani Parliament officially restored the historical name “Khankendi” for Stepanakert, the central
city of the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO). Throughout this article, references will use the historical
name “Khankendi” in alignment with this restoration.

7 United Nations Security Council Resolutions 822, 853, 874, and 884, “Reaffirming respect for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan” (1993).
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full-scale battles in the early 1990s, the extended “frozen conflict” or “no peace, no war”
period from 1994 to 2020, and the renewed fighting in 2020 - resulted in thousands of
casualties and immense civilian suffering. Much like other prolonged historical conflicts,
the civilian population bore a heavy burden, experiencing extensive displacement, loss
of family connections, and the destruction of homes and cultural sites. These traumatic
impacts have leftlasting scars, particularly among displaced communities, who continue
to grapple with the personal and cultural losses from decades of conflict. The conflict
was inflamed by outside support from the Armenian diaspora, military operations by the
Russian Army, and ultranationalistic groups across the region.® The intertwined nature
of the conflict events made it difficult to find a resolution. Various historians, political
analysts, and witnesses of the event allege that Armenian provocateurs and the KGB
staged the Sumgait pogrom on 27 February 1988, to incite further conflict and draw
international attention to the plight of Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh. The events
targeted the Armenian population living in the city and are considered one of the key
early escalations in the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. This violence was intended
to catalyse a response that would favour Armenian territorial claims. “Attacks on
Azerbaijanis in Erevan escalate markedly and the Armenian government fails to pursue
and prosecute most of the perpetrators of the attacks. As a result, the violence against
Azerbaijanis in Armenia escalates and the exodus of Azerbaijanis begins. Meanwhile,
violence in Azerbaijan against Armenians, especially in Baku, escalates as well”? The
Sumgait pogrom?! occurred as a response to the mass movement in Armenia for the
ethnic cleansing of Azerbaijanis, with slogans such as Armenia must be cleansed of Turks!
Armenia is only for Armenians!

The increasing numbers of Azerbaijanis refugees in Baku and other urban areas
contribute to the increasing levels of violence in Azerbaijan. Mutual hostility and the
increased availability of arms, due to remnants of the Soviet military, radicalised the
situation and precipitated full-scale war. On 26 February 1992, Armenian separatists
committed the Khojaly genocide against peaceful residents attempting to flee the
settlement, marking one of the most tragic and horrific chapters in the history of the
Karabakh conflict.* The Khojaly genocide remains a symbol of brutal ethnic cleansing.®?

8  Parvin Ahanchi, “Witnesses” and “Memorizers” of the Conflict and Occupation in Nagorno-Karabakh'’, in: Azerbai-
jan Archaeology and Ethnography, 2017, No. 2, pp. 241-251.

9 UNHCR web archive, in: <https://webarchive.archive.unhcr.org/20230518095635/https://www.refworld.org/do-
cid/469f3866¢.html>, [2024-11-11].

o Svante E. Cornell, Small Nations and Great Powers: A Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict in the Caucasus, London: Rout-
ledge, 2001, ISBN 978-0-7007-1162-8.

1 Rachel Denber, Bloodshed in the Caucasus: Escalation of the Armed Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, New York: Hel-
sinki Watch, 1992, pp. 19-21.

2 Johannes Rau, The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan. A brief historical Outline, Berlin:
Verlag Dr. Koster, 2008, p. 39.
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The Khojaly genocide has not achieved universal legal recognition as genocide under
international law, which typically requires a formal judicial decision. However, it has
garnered political acknowledgement from various nations and legislative bodies that
have condemned the violence against Azerbaijani civilians in Khojaly. It has been
internationally recognised and commemorated through resolutions passed in 15
countries and 28 US states. While political recognition highlights a moral stance against
the atrocities, it does not carry the same legal implications as a court ruling would.
This undeclared war led to the occupation of over 20% of Azerbaijan’s territory and the
ethnic cleansing and displacement of about one million Azerbaijanis, who became IDPs
or refugees from Armenia.’* Concurrently, Armenians residing in Azerbaijani cities and
villages fled to Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenia and neighbouring countries amid inter-
ethnic violence and tensions. This period highlights the ongoing struggle and efforts to
resolve the enduring conflict in the South Caucasus.

During the Karabakh conflict, mass displacement led to the formation of two distinct
groups within Azerbaijan: refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs). These groups
were displaced by different forces, affecting where they were able to relocate. Over 700,000
Azerbaijanis became internally displaced from the occupied territories of Karabakh
region. Approximately 300,000 Azerbaijanis fled from Armenia to Azerbaijan due to ethnic
tensions and forced displacement as the conflict began. The combined displacement
of nearly one million people drastically altered the region's demographic landscape,
significantly impacting Azerbaijan’s social and economic framework. International courts,
such as the International Criminal Court (ICC) and UN tribunals, have recognised similar
acts in other conflicts, such as those in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, as ethnic
cleansing. The term “ethnic cleansing” describes the systematic and deliberate expulsion
of an ethnic group from a specific region, typically through violence, intimidation, or forced
displacement. Its goal is often to create a homogeneously ethnic area. These various acts
are punishable under multiple international agreements such as the Geneva Conventions
and the Rome Statute of the ICC* While not formally defined in international law, ethnic
cleansing is generally prosecuted under crimes against humanity and genocide or war
crimes frameworks. UN Commission of Experts’ Final Report describes ethnic cleansing
as “rendering an area ethnically homogeneous by using force or intimidation to remove
persons of given groups from the area”, which involves actions such as murder, torture,
arbitrary detention, forced expulsions, and property destruction for such purposes.®

B Parvin Ahanchi, “Witnessing the War in Nagorno-Karabakh: Shusha's IDPs Testify’, in: Azerbaijan in the World,
2011, No. 4 (10), pp. 74-79.

14 Geneva Conventions of 1949, Articles 49 and 147, Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Article
7(1(d) and 7(1) (h), which address crimes against humanity involving forced displacement and persecution.

5 Final Report of the Commission of Experts Established Under Security Council Resolution 780 (1992), S/1994/674,
27 May 1994, Annex, para. 130.
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In many ways, the Karabakh conflict represents most of the characteristics of ethnic
cleansing - largely because of the forced expulsion of Azerbaijanis and genocides
committed by ultranationalistic Armenian organisations and groups. From 1988 to 1994,
organised violence, including the Aghdaban,® Ballygaya,” Bashlybel® Garadaghly*
and Khojaly® genocides resulted in the mass expulsion of Azerbaijanis from Nagorno-
Karabakh and the surrounding territories, destruction of villages, and severe human
rights violations. Systematic violence and intimidation have forcibly displaced hundreds of
thousands of Azerbaijanis from their ancestral lands, erasing not only their presence but
also the rich historical and cultural legacy spanning centuries.

Over thirty years, the conflict has passed through several phases: peaceful demons-
trations, escalations, armed conflict, a prolonged “frozen” period, and renewed military
engagements. During the years of Armenian occupation, the Karabakh region’s natural
resources were exploited, and cultural monuments, residential buildings, museums, li-

6 The Aghdaban tragedy is devastating chapter in Azerbaijan's history, part of the broader Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict. It occurred on the night of 8 April 1992, when Armenian military forces attacked the village of Aghdaban, located
in the Kalbajar district of Azerbaijan. This atrocity is remembered for its brutal execution, targeting Azerbaijani civil-
ians and leaving deep scars on the local population. Aghdaban was a small village, home to many poets, musicians,
and intellectuals, and was known for its rich cultural heritage. The attack was a deliberate act of ethnic cleansing and
terror aimed at driving the Azerbaijani population from the area. The massacre resulted in the deaths of 67 civilians,
including women, children, and the elderly. Survivors who managed to flee described horrific scenes of brutality, with
Armenian forces showing no mercy to the defenceless villagers.

7 The Ballyqaya tragedy is one of the lesser-known but equally harrowing events that took place during the Na-
gorno—Karabakh conflict. On 28 August 1993, the small village of Ballyqaya, located in the Goranboy district of Azer-
baijan, became the site of a brutal massacre carried out by Armenian armed forces. During this attack, 24 Azerbaijani
civilians, including women, children, and the elderly, were mercilessly killed. Among the victims, tragically, there were
six children, the youngest being only six months old. The massacre appeared to be an act of terror and ethnic cleans-
ing, aimed at spreading fear and causing the forced displacement of Azerbaijanis from the region. Survivors of the at-
tack have recounted stories of extreme brutality, with Armenian forces showing no regard for the lives of the civilians,
many of whom were trying to flee the violence. Despite its severity, the Ballygaya tragedy has not received widespread
international attention, though in Azerbaijan, it is commemorated as part of the national grief over the atrocities com-
mitted during the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

8 The Bashlybel tragedy is another tragic event from the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict that reflects the brutal violence
faced by Azerbaijani civilians during the war. It occurred in April 1993 in the village of Bashlybel, located in the Kalbajar
district of Azerbaijan. This massacre unfolded as part of the Armenian military campaign to capture Kalbajar and
its surrounding areas, forcing the Azerbaijani population to flee or face violence. As Armenian forces advanced on
Kalbajar, many villagers from Bashlybel attempted to escape to nearby mountains and seek refuge in caves. However,
they were eventually discovered by Armenian troops. On April 18,1993, Armenian forces launched a violent attack on
the Azerbaijani civilians hiding in these caves. During the assault, 12 people were brutally killed, while others were
captured or managed to flee deeper into the mountains, where they remained in hiding for an extended period under
harsh conditions, with little food or medical assistance.

1 Genocide Garadaghly, in: https;//www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QxImFfw0zU&ab_channel=AhmeDos11 3:29/5:33,
[2024-09-22].

20 One of the most horrific examples of ethnic cleansing occurred in Khojaly on February 25,1992, when hundreds of
Azerbaijani civilians were killed, and many more were forcibly displaced by Armenian forces, supported by the 366th
Motor Rifle Regiment of the former Soviet army. The Khojali Tragedy, in: <https://azerbaijan-az translate.goog/relat-
ed-information/7?_x_tr_sl=az&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc>.
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braries, and other structures were destroyed or repurposed for Armenian business ven-
tures. It is important to note that, irrespective of the various phases of the conflict, the lives
of the peaceful inhabitants of the Karabakh region from both nations and other ethnicities
have undergone drastic changes. The conflict, which led to two wars, effectively ended the
peaceful existence of people in both countries. The complexity of the Karabakh conflict is
further intensified by the political and economic interests of regional and global powers,
including Azerbaijan, Armenia, Iran, Russia, the United States, Turkey, and France. The
ideological basis of the conflict, Miatsum (meaning “reunification” in Armenian), advocat-
ed for the annexation of the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast [NKAO]? to Arme-
nia. This idea was propagated by Armenian historians, public figures, and ultranationalist
organisations and parties such as ASALA,? Artsakh,?® Gnchak,?* Dashnaktsutyun,? and
Krunk.?® The Armenian diaspora, a significant financial backer of the separatists, played
a considerable role in escalating the conflict to military phases in 1988-1994 and 2020.
Armenian ultranationalists from parties such as Dashnaktsutyun and Krunk misled the
populace with distorted historical narratives, claiming that “Nagorno-Karabakh belongs
to Armenia’, thereby inciting the population to fight for reunification. This narrative, por-
traying Armenians as historical victims of Muslim neighbours such as Azerbaijan, Iran,
and Turkey, fuelled the conflict. However, extensive research and historical documents

2 The Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO) was formed on July 7, 1923, within the Azerbaijan Soviet So-
cialist Republic (1920-1991). Its establishment was shaped by the geopolitical realities of the early Soviet Union, where
borders were often delineated according to ethnic compositions. At the time of its establishment, NKAO was predom-
inantly inhabited by ethnic Armenians, which, from the start, contributed to growing tensions with the Azerbaijani
community. This complex demographic and political situation set the stage for escalating conflicts, particularly the
activities of Armenian ultra-nationalistic groups and parties, which were instrumental in inciting and executing mass
terror actions against Azerbaijani communities. This fuelled long-standing ethnic tensions and resulted in wide-
spread violence, targeting Azerbaijani populations in multiple regions. For more details see: K ucmopuu o6pasosaHus
HaropHo-Kapabaxckol asmoHomot obnacmu Azepbatioxcarckoti CCP. 1918-1925: JlokymMeHMbl U Mamepuaisl, Baxy,
AsepHe1p, 1989, c. 334.

2 ASALA”(Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia): a militant group known for its violent tactics, par-
ticularly assassinations of Turkish diplomats, ASALA was one of the radical organisations that supported the idea of
Armenian territorial expansion.

2 "Artsakh’, the Armenian nationalistic group advocating for the secession of Nagorno-Karabakh from Azerbaijan
and its unification with Armenia.

2 “Gnchak” (Hnchak, the Armenian revolutionary party, founded in the 19th century, which also supported the na-
tionalist cause and the idea of Miatsum.

% “Dashnaktsutyun”(Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF), is a political party founded by Armenian nationalists
in 1890 which advocated for Miatsum and brutally contributed to the ethnic cleansing and the mass killing of Azerbai-
janis during the Karabakh conflict and wars.

% “Krunk”, an Armenian nationalist group, was influential during the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, particularly in
the late 1980s and early 1990s. The organisation championed Miatsum, which called for the unification of Nagorno-
Karabakh with Armenia, rallying support among Armenians for this cause. Krunk’s actions heightened tensions in
the region, playing a pivotal role in escalating the conflict into a full-scale war. Its efforts left a lasting impact on the
conflict's trajectory by strengthening Armenian claims over Nagorno-Karabakh, shaping both political and military
developments during that period.
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reveal the violent actions of Armenian terrorist organisations and their crimes, both lo-
cally and in the West.?

The escalation of events and the subsequent transition to a military stage disrupted
the peaceful lives of individuals in both republics. Russian military intervention further
solidified the irreversibility of the conflict. The involvement of the former Soviet 366th
Motor Rifle Division Forces stationed in Khankendi, provided the Armenian forces with
a significant advantage over the inadequately coordinated Azerbaijani army and hastily
assembled volunteer battalions. Numerous testimonies regarding the acts of violence
and vandalism have been documented by eyewitnesses who visited the liberated cities
and villages, as well as by local and foreign journalists.

Fig. 1. Kamala Abbasova with family. Left: Tragically, killed in a bomb
blast: Kamala Abbasova, her husband Abbasov Suleyman, their young son,
her mother. Right: The author with the student Kamala Abbasova, photo
taken in 1987 in front of Shusha school N22.

The Second Karabakh War (2020) ended with the liberation of Azerbaijani territories
that had been under Armenian occupation for nearly 30 years. Despite the ceasefire
facilitated by the entry of Russian peacekeeping forces, unresolved issues persisted in
Khojaly, Khankendi, Khojavend, and Aghdere. The Azerbaijani army recaptured five

2 Michael Gunter, Pursuing the Just Cause of Their People: A Study of Contemporary Armenian Terrorism, New York:
Greenwood Press, 1986, p. 30; Bruce Hoffman, Terrorism in the United States During 1985, Santa Monica, CA: Rand,
1985; Michael Szaz, “Armenian Terrorists and the East-West Conflict”, in: Journal of Social, Political and Economic
Studies (Winter 1983), pp. 387-394; Paul Wilkinson, Armenian Terrorism, in: World Today, No. 39 (September 1983),
pp. 344-350; Francis P. Hyland, Armenian Terrorism: The Past, the Present, the Prospects. Boulder, CO: Westview Press,
1991; Sonyel Salahi Ramsdan, Armenian Terrorism: A Menace to the International Community, London: Cyprus Turkish
Association, 1987.
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cities, four settlements, and 286 villages. Additionally, Armenia returned the Kalbajar,
Aghdam, and Lachin regions to Azerbaijan without further military conflict. In September
2023, approximately three years after the Second Karabakh War, Azerbaijan launched
a counterterrorism operation in Karabakh targeting separatist military units. This
operation led to the reintegration of the territories of Khojaly, Khankendi, Khojavend, and
Aghdere back into Azerbaijan.

Escalation of the conflict and family tragedies
during the First Karabakh War

From the onset of the Karabakh conflict, people were caught in a whirlwind of events,
leaving lasting memories and deep traumas. Some became witnesses and narrators, while
othersremained victims or missing persons. As a native of Shusha, the author experienced
these devastating events first-hand. After these events, the author lost contact with the
students they had taught in Shusha. Years later, they reconnected, conducting interviews
about the students’ experiences during the Karabakh conflict and war. The memories
shared by former primary school students and other pupils proved invaluable in shaping
this article. Sadly, the war had made it impossible to reunite with all their former students,
as some had tragically become victims of the conflict.

Kamala Abbasova, the cherished only daughter in her family, graduated from school,
married, and became a mother to a son. While pregnant, she was forced to leave Shusha
due to military attacks; a few months later, she returned to Shusha to give birth. Tragically,
on their way back, their car was bombed, killing Kamala, her husband, their young son,
her mother, and the driver.

Sarkhan Ismayilov, a gifted fifth-year student at the Azerbaijan Medical Institute,
tragically lost his life in a helicopter crash. He was known for his dedication to medicine
and passion for helping others, often volunteering at local clinics and participating in
community health initiatives. His peers admired him for his unwavering commitment
to his studies and his genuine compassion for patients. Sarkhan's untimely death left
a deep void not only in the hearts of his friends and family but also within the medical
community, which had high hopes for his future contributions. His untimely death is a
heartbreaking reminder of the fragility of life, especially for those who aspire to make a
difference in the world.
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War memories of veterans of the First Karabakh War.
“Remembering Shusha: Dadash Rahimov's reflections on the defence
and fall of Shusha”

Fig. 2. Dadash Rahimov

The Karabakh conflict and its aftermath deeply involved numerous young individuals
from both Azerbaijan and Armenia, many of whom found themselves participating
against their will. This research aims to capture their memories and experiences related
to the conflict and the wars that followed. Due to space constraints, only a selection of
particularly poignant stories is shared here. One such story is that of Dadash Rahimoyv,
one of the founder of the Shusha battalion and a childhood friend of the author. At the
time, the author could not have anticipated the profound personal impact the conflict
would have on her life, just as it did for millions of others. Many women became single
mothers, left to raise their children without fathers. Dadash, an active participant in the
defence of Shusha, was committed to protecting civilians and saved many lives during
the war, including those of women and children. Yet, despite his valiant efforts, the larger
geopolitical dynamics ultimately rendered the defence of Shusha futile. He participated
in hostage exchanges, but the disparity in military forces ultimately led to failure. Dadash
was wounded on the day Shusha was occupied (8 May 1992) and was subsequently
transferred to a hospital in Baku for treatment. His memories of Shusha were fraught
with tears and pain. To honour the memory of his beloved city, Dadash named his son
Vatan, meaning “Homeland” in Azerbaijani. He explained that naming his son Vatan was
a way to keep the spirit of Shusha alive in their hearts and minds. He taught his son that
“all the beauty around us represents Shusha ... all the strength in the world is Shusha”
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and “everything delightful - fruit, cakes, and juices - holds a connection to Shusha”. He
emphasised the exceptional nature of Shusha, ensuring his son understood its profound
significance. The loss of Shusha and the intense fighting deeply affected Dadash, leading
him to experience post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), marked by traumatic dreams
and significant depression. He often woke at night, haunted by the harsh events he
witnessed during the Karabakh conflict and war. This psychological toll underscored the
profound and enduring impact of war on individuals like Dadash, highlighting the need
for support and recognition of mental health challenges faced by veterans. His position
as a defender of Shusha left him feeling deeply unhappy and depressed, encapsulated in
his lament: “We were losers, we lost Shusha, and we didn't do enough to save Shusha”.
Despite the government granting him a second-group disability due to his war injuries, he
refused to accept it, viewing the loss of Shusha as a personal dishonour. Tragically, Dadash
passed away at the age of 37 from the wounds and concussions he sustained during the
First Karabakh War.

The testimonies of veterans like Dadash Rahimov provide a poignant glimpse into the
profound and enduring impact of the First Karabakh War on individuals, families, and
communities, those who lived through it. His narrative is emblematic of the collective
trauma experienced by many Azerbaijanis who witnessed the violent loss of their
homeland and cultural heritage. His story epitomises the personal sacrifices, emotional
turmoil, and deep-seated sense of loss experienced by those involved in defending their
homeland. Shusha, once a thriving cultural and historic city, is more than a geographical
location in Rahimov's story - itis a symbol of both the resilience and the deep scars left by
the struggle to defend it. His dedication to protecting civilians in Shusha and his refusal
to accept disability benefits underscored his unwavering commitment and pride in his
role, despite the tragic outcome. Dadash Rahimov’s narrative also highlights the lasting
traumatic legacy of the conflict, where the memory of Shusha continues to resonate
deeply with those who fought to defend it. His decision to name his son Vatan as a tribute
tohisbeloved city underscores the enduring significance of Shusha in Azerbaijaniidentity
and heritage. However, the war left Dadash grappling with profound psychological scars,
including PTSD. His experience serves as a stark reminder of the mental health toll
inflicted by conflict, alongside its physical and emotional impacts. Through these accounts,
it becomes evident that the First Karabakh War was not just a geopolitical struggle but a
profoundly personal and emotional experience for those directly involved. The scars left
by the conflict, both physical and psychological, continue to shape the lives and memories
of veterans like Dadash, reminding us of the human cost of war and the resilience of those
who endure its hardships.

For Rahimov and others like him, the memory of Shusha endures as an emotional
touchstone, representing both a painful loss and an unyielding connection to heritage.
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Veterans who fought to protect the city often carry with them vivid, painful recollections
of the conflict, which remain deeply embedded in their identities. Their experiences are
testimonies not only of personal sacrifice but of a shared historical memory that continues
to shape the collective psyche of Azerbaijani society. The trauma, memories, and enduring
love for Shusha fuel a broader hope for restoration and justice, underscoring the need
for continued acknowledgment of these events and the resilience of those who endured
them.

Fig. 3. Aslan Huseynov Fig. 4. Nazim Huseynov

Fig. 5. Kerkijahan village view
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By studying these testimonies, we gain a deeper understanding of the complexities
of conflict and its lasting impact on individuals and societies. Honouring these stories
and reflecting on their lessons allows us to strive for peace, reconciliation, and a future
unburdened by the shadows of war.

“Kerkijahan's resilience and rownfall: reflections from the Huseynov brothers”

Karkijahan is a settlement near the city of Khankendi. The village had an Azerbaijani-
majority population of 1,796 inhabitants before the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict in 1988.28
Following the expulsion of ethnic Azerbaijanis from the city of Khankendi in 1988, the
majority of them resettled in Karkijahan.? Aslan Huseynov, a resident of Karkijahan and a
policeman, together with his brother Nazim Huseynov, played an active role in defending
theirvillage against Armenian nationalists during the Karabakh conflict. They nicknamed
him Cobra and promised a substantial reward to anyone who would hand him over to
them. Alongside fellow villagers, he bravely protected women and children for a prolonged
period. During the hostilities in Karkijahan, a journalist from Radio Mayak, Leonid
Lazarevich, was killed. Azerbaijani forces recaptured the village by 31 December, but on 20
January 1992, their efforts proved futile as Armenian forces burned their houses, forcing
them to flee. By the time of its capture, most of the village's Azerbaijani population had
already left. Aslan recalls that 40 people were killed during the battles. He sustained a foot
injury during the attacks and still carries an iron replacement in his bone as a reminder
of those harrowing days. For years, he underwent a series of surgeries on his foot. Nazim
Huseynov had burns on his face.

During an interview, both brothers vividly recalled the taunts of the Armenian attackers
as they set fire to Azerbaijanis’ houses, mocking them with words like “Ara, ['man’ in
Armenian] look, your house has vanished, and now go away!” In defiance, Nazim asserted,
“You could burn our house and all our belongings, and we will rebuild it again and again!
But this land belongs to me and my ancestors, so you cannot take it away from us easily”.

In Baku, while interviewing the Huseynov brothers, the author realised that on
20 January 1992, the day their village was cruelly burned to the ground by Armenian
separatists, she was on a helicopter flying over the burning landscape, transporting her
mother’s body to Shusha. This deeply resonated with her. Witnessing the smoke billowing
like a spreading flame was a poignant reminder of the devastation inflicted on Kerkijahan
village and its inhabitants. It was painful to witness the thick smoke rising, resembling a
burning flame that spread ominously. At that moment, it was these brothers’ village, their
house, and the homes of all the Azerbaijani inhabitants in the community. The memories

28 3oHa KoHMKTa B HaropHoM Kapabaxe (1988-1994 ..). Kapra 33, in: <https;//www.iriston.com/>, [2024-10-22].

»  NIMmuTpui JleoHoB, ‘Kapabax: IyTeBsle 3aMETKU BpeMEH Ype3BhIYaiiHoro ToNokeHrs, in: <http://www.panorama.
ru/gazeta/1-30/p23kar.html>, [2024-05-29].
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of the author and the interviewee converged around this tragic event, intertwining their
experiences and emotions in a profound reflection on the past. Both individuals carried
the weight of loss and sorrow, their recollections serving as a haunting reminder of the
destruction wrought by the conflict. As they shared their stories, they navigated the pain
of displacement, the longing for a lost homeland, and the indelible scars left on their
communities. This shared narrative not only highlighted the personal toll of the tragedy
but also illuminated the broader implications for their collective memory, revealing how
the echoes of that day continue to resonate in their lives. Through their dialogue, they
sought to honour those who were lost and to find meaning in their suffering, ultimately
striving for a future where such devastation would never be repeated.

Aslan and Nazim Huseynov's testimony offers a compelling insight into the profound
personal and communal suffering caused by the Karabakh conflict. Their account of
the defence of Karkijahan, the subsequent destruction of the village, and the loss of
lives provide a stark illustration of the broader humanitarian crisis faced by Azerbaijani
communities. Despite sustaining severe injuries that required numerous surgeries,
Aslan’s resilience and determination to protect his village and rebuild his life highlight
the enduring spirit of those affected by the conflict. The vivid memory of witnessing their
village engulfed in flames, juxtaposed with my own experience of flying over the burning
landscape, underscores the shared trauma and devastation experienced by many. The
brothers’ story is a testament to the deep-rooted connection to ancestral lands and the
indomitable will to persevere it in the face of overwhelming adversity. By documenting
and reflecting on Huseynov's experiences, we gain profound insights into the human cost
of the Karabakh conflict - insights that extend far beyond mere numbers and statistics.
His resilience serves as a poignant reminder of the urgent need for comprehensive
peace-building efforts and highlights the importance of addressing the lingering effects
of such traumatic events.

Personal narratives reveal the psychological, emotional, and social toll of the war,
illuminating the suffering of displaced families, the trauma faced by survivors, and the
loss of cultural heritage. Through this lens, we come to understand the pain of loss, the
longing for home, and the deep scars left on individuals' and communities’ memories.
By honouring these stories, we foster a greater appreciation for the complexities of
conflict and underscore the necessity of striving for a peaceful and reconciled future.
Such reflections are essential for cultivating a more comprehensive understanding of the
conflict and emphasising the imperative of peace and reconciliation to heal the lasting
consequences on human lives.
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Ethnic Cleansing of Azerbaijanis in Karabakh.
Attack on Civilians in the Sky

The mainroad Shusha-Aghdam, 37 km long, was blocked by Armenian militants, so people
had to overcome instead the 220 km long route of Shusha-Lachin-Gubadly-Zangilan-
Fuzuli. The danger of the movement of the Azerbaijani population along the Shusha-
Aghdam-Shusha land highway, which grew every day in the conflict, forced people to use
the services of a civilian Mi-8 helicopter, which carried out the transportation of civilians
along the Shusha-Aghdam-Shusha route. The use of the helicopter was also difficult,
as the Armenians systematically fired on them, believing that the helicopters were
delivering weapons and ammunition to Shusha. In this regard, the number of helicopter
flights had been minimal, which led to people waiting for a long day for a flight. On 20
January 1992, early in the morning of the second anniversary of the tragic January events
in the Republican Clinic named after M. A. Mirqasimov, surrounded by three daughters,
the mother of seven children Latifa Kerimi (the mother of the author and her two sisters
of the interviewees: Zhale Rustamova, Shahnaz Ahanji) passed away. Latifa Kerimi was
the wife of a political emigrant, Amirali Ahanchi, who belonged to the indigenous dynasty
of Shusha serfs who had lived here since the eighteenth century, when the city was called
the Shusha fortress (Shusha galasy), and its first inhabitants were serfs (galalylar). The last
testament of Latifa Kerimi was to be buried next to her son and husband in Shusha.

“I turned to the head doctor of the hospital, asking for help in this matter. The doctor,
noting Karabakh's difficult military situation, refused to help solve this problem. It seemed
impossible to carry out this testament during a fierce armed conflict”, noted Zhale
Rustamova, the eldest of the respondents. However, the duty to fulfil the mother’s last
testament forced the sisters to look for possible options for transferring the mother’s body
to Shusha. The surgeon, Dr Shahnaz Ahanji, with the support of her husband Rahimagha
Talibov, managed to transport the mother’s body to Shusha by Mi-8 helicopter with an
ambulance mission. As she remembered:

At this time, by a lucky chance, the head doctor of the hospital received a call asking
for needed blood donation, which was very necessary for the wounded near Khankendi.
Having received such a task, the doctor without hesitation told her to get ready, the
transfer of the mother’s body would be carried out on the same Mi-8 helicopter, which
had the mission to deliver blood to the wounded soldiers...

Thus, by a random course of events, the author, surrounded by two sisters — Zhale
Rustamova, Shahnaz Ahanji, and her spouse Rahimagha Talibov - became passengers in
a helicopter flying from Baku to Aghdam with donated blood on board to help wounded
Azerbaijani soldiers. This remark testifies that the Mi-8 helicopter was a civilian helicopter
that transported Azerbaijani civilians. From the helicopter, passengers witnessed the
scenes of hostilities: burned villages and destroyed houses. Their attention was especially
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drawn to the fire and a thick plume of smoke that burned more than 300 houses in the
urban settlement of Kerkijahan, Khankendi city. People of this settlement struggled for
theirland and then Armenians set their houses on fire and expelled people by force to flee
theirland. Seeing a helicopter flying to Shusha, Armenian militants fired at the helicopter.
Passengers experienced an unforgettable [to this day!] fear and hopelessness. Thanks to
the swift reaction of the experienced pilot Viktor Seryogin, the helicopter climbed higher
and managed to avoid the death of most of the family members on board. Upon arrival
in the snowy Shusha, they were dumbfounded by the dilapidated and lifeless state of the
city. Later, it was learned that the inhabitants had been hiding in basements to shield
themselves from the relentless rocket attacks launched by Armenians from Khankendi.
During the seven days of family mourning, one of the most tragic events, the Dashalty
operation,*® unfolded. Ethnic Azerbaijanis lost their lives in this operation, marking
another profound collective trauma for the city of Shusha.

After seven days of mourning in Shusha, on 28 January 1992, the author had scheduled
to return to Baku. Shusha and all surrounding villages were blocked by armed Armenian
militants, leaving no other transportation options for civilians. The helicopter route
was the only way to reach the destination. Once again, the unpredictable, challenging,
and perilous journey aboard the Mi-8 helicopter awaited. Having narrowly escaped
danger on the previous helicopter flight from Baku to Shusha, the author together with
relatives were terrified of repeating the experience, knowing that they might be targeted
by Armenian military forces again. Early that morning they arrived at the heliport, a
makeshift area for helicopter take-offs and landings. Despite the early hour, the area was
crowded with people eager to reach Aghdam, from where they planned to travel to Barda,
Yevlakh, Ganja, or Baku, or attend to their affairs before returning to Shusha. However,
this time, they could not board the helicopter as special passengers had priority. A large
crowd had gathered at the heliport in Shusha, hoping to leave for Aghdam for business or
to temporarily escape the escalating violence threatening their safety and peace. To the
crowd’s surprise, the path to the helicopter was blocked by Ramiz Gambarov (1962-1992),
the commander of the Shusha battalion (the National Hero of Azerbaijan), and his deputy,
Dadash Rahimov (1964-2001) veteran of the First Karabakh War.

During the conflict, local commanders from both sides had agreed to exchange corpses
or hostages. This time, the author witnessed two Armenian hostages being exchanged
for Azerbaijani corpses in Aghdam. The commander and deputy of the Shusha battalion
appealed to the crowd to wait for the next flight, explaining that the current mission was

30 The Dashalty operation, launched on January 25,1992, aimed to reclaim Dashalty village near Shusha but ended in
heavy losses for Azerbaijani forces. Due to communication failures, tactical mistakes, operational leaks, and betrayal
by local guides, Azerbaijani forces advancing from Nabilar village were ambushed. The operation resulted in over 90
Azerbaijani casualties, with numerous soldiers still unaccounted for.
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to take two captured Armenians to Aghdam in exchange for seven deceased Azerbaijanis.
The situation was tense, and the people of Shusha empathised with the grief of their
compatriots.

Two captured Armenians, accompanied by two armed members of the Shusha
battalion, boarded a helicopter along with Allahverdi Asadov, a journalist from Azerbaijani
TV, Dr. Ahanji Shahnaz, a surgeon, her husband, and the author, a researcher from
the Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan. Dr. Ahanji's responsibility was to ensure the
prisoners’ well-being and facilitate their exchange upon arrival in Aghdam. Meanwhile,
the remaining individuals were disappointed and had to wait for the next helicopter.

During the First Karabakh War, “field diplomacy” existed between the belligerents
for the exchange of wounded and dead soldiers. On this morning flight, there were only
crew members, a few soldiers, and four civilians, whose narratives provided valuable
information about the events. The helicopter flight proceeded smoothly and peacefully,
as the Armenians did not fire on our helicopter, knowing it was transporting captured
Armenians. Despite this, we were all stressed and nervous. The helicopter operated on the
morning of 28 January from Shusha and upon arrival at Aghdam airport, the Armenian
hostages were exchanged for the seven deceased Azerbaijanis, completing the field
diplomacy mission. The helicopter safely arrived at Aghdam airport and completed its
mission of delivering prisoners of war. The author, along with surgeon Shahnaz Ahanji
and her husband Rahimagha Talibov, became the fortunate passengers of thelast peaceful
flight of the Mi-8 helicopter on its Shusha-Aghdam route.

Upon reaching Aghdam, the hostages were handed over to the soldiers. While at the
Aghdam airport, the author saw a large crowd of people, including many compatriots from
Shusha. Among them were student Sarkhan Ismailov, Namik Zalov — the musician from
Shusha - with his family, Murshid Dunyamaliyev a scholar-historian, a young scholar Sara
Aliyeva, and many other familiar faces. Each person in that crowd was eager to board the
helicopter back to Shusha, unaware they were rushing to their deaths. On the afternoon of
28January 1992, the helicopter picked up civilians impatiently waiting at Aghdam airport,
all longing to return to Shusha. The crowd was filled with excitement and anticipation,
not knowing that the helicopter was already a target for the Armenians. Mostly women
and children were on board, forced to avoid the land route due to the danger posed by
Armenian armed groups.

The helicopter managed all those requested flights and came back, filled with civilians
and not carrying any Armenian hostages. The armed ultranationalists in Khankendi were
aware of this. Near the village of Khalfali, as the helicopter was nearing Shusha, it was
brought down by an anti-aircraft missile. Tragically, all the civilians on board were killed
when Armenian terrorists shot down the helicopter.
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The author vividly recalls those events, bearing a lasting sense of guilt for the lives lost
in the helicopter crash. It feels surreal to have survived, yet the haunting memory of what
could have been lingers. The helicopter flew through hostile territory, where any moment
could have turned fatal. The terror of knowing Armenian forces had previously targeted
similar flights, bringing down helicopters and claiming innocent lives, was ever-present.
The steady drone of the blades merged with the tense uncertainty of whether this flight
would share the same fate.

Arriving safely left a profound sense of guilt over those who did not—the victims of
the devastating attack. Armenian ultranationalist groups, armed with military-technical
support from the former Soviet 366th Motor Rifle Division, carried out a terrorist strike
targeting Azerbaijani civilians. Armenian militants used a man-portable air defence
system (MANPADS)3 a highly mobile, easily camouflaged anti-aircraft missile, to
bring down a helicopter carrying civilians.3? The incident took place near Shusha as
the helicopter, descending to land at a low altitude, became an easy target. The aircraft,
engulfed in flames with 44 civilians and 3 crew members on board, crashed, leaving no
survivors. Emergency teams arrived swiftly, but the devastation was total. Journalists from
the Azerbaijani News Service, stationed in Shusha, documented the final tragic moments
of the Mi-8 disaster, capturing an enduring memory of the tragedy.*

This was the fatal flight of the helicopter, and with it, all connections between Shusha
and Aghdam were severed. The escalation of the conflict took on new dimensions,
resulting in more victims and destruction. Eyewitnesses waiting in Shusha for the next
flight and Khalfali inhabitants reported seeing people falling from the helicopter into the
forest. Witnesses who were waiting for the next flight said that “they saw how people, one
by one, two by two, fell from a helicopter into the forest. They believed people were throwing
themselves out of the helicopter”3* But in reality, the force of the anti-aircraft missile impact
caused the helicopter door to open, and people were involuntarily thrown out.

Eyewitnesses noted that the experienced crew commander, Viktor Seryogin, managed
to take the burning helicopter away from the helipad, saving hundreds of people waiting
for the next flight. The helicopter crashed in a gorge near the Khalfali-Kerkijahan road,
igniting a fierce fire.

31 Man-portable air defines systems (MANPADS) are surface-to-air missiles that can be fired by an individual or a
small team of people against aircraft. These weapon systems often are described as shoulder-fired anti-aircraft mis-
siles. MANPADS: Combating the Threat to Global Aviation. <https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/pm/wra/c62623 htm>, [2024-
1-11].

32 List of Losses of Mi-8 and its Modifications (2022), in: <https://ruwikipedia.org/wiki/List of losses of Mi-8_and_its
modifications> (1992)>, [2023-11-22].

3 OnJanuary 28,1992, an Azerbaijani civilian Mi-8 helicopter was shot down near Shusha (2019), in: <https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=95pPjhL3mSY §t=271s.>, [2023-09-07].

34 Torans, Muxtarova, Susa harayi, Baki, 1996, s. 40.
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Collective trauma and memories of the Azerbaijani Community
from the Shusha region: reflecting on the helicopter crash

All the families of the victims were bereaved. The inhabitants of Shusha experienced
collective pain and sorrow, as 20 families held a funeral for three days. Relatives faced
the harrowing task of identifying the remains of the passengers, many of whom were
unrecognisable. Ultimately, all the victims were buried in the cemetery of martyrs, a
sombre testament to the tragedy that had befallen the community.

The helicopter crash near Shusha remains a profound collective trauma for the
Azerbaijani community from the Shusha region, particularly the residents of the city of
Shusha and the village of Khalfali. Eyewitnesses recount their panic and horror at the
sight of the downed helicopter, with one noting, “We were in a panic and what we saw
was horrifying. All the families of the victims are in mourning. The collective grief of
the community was palpable, as 20 families held funerals for the victims, who included
representatives of the intelligentsia, scientists, teachers, musicians, and entire families”.

Gilad Hirschberger defines collective trauma as “a cataclysmic event that shatters the
basic fabric of society”.* The downing of the helicopter by Armenian militants epitomises
such a tragedy for the people of Shusha and Khalfali. The brutal targeting of civilians
attempting to return home inflicted a severe psychological shock on the entire Azerbaijani
community in these areas, leading to long-term depression and inactivity among many.
In the collective memory of these communities, the tragedy and the images of the young,
talented specialists, and members of the intelligentsia who perished remain vivid. The
heroic crew members of the Mi-8 helicopter - Commander Viktor Seryogin, second
pilot Shafa Fatulla Axundov, and on-board mechanic Arastun Ispendi Mahmudov - are
remembered as national heroes of Azerbaijan.3

Investigating the Mi-8T USSR-24137 helicopter crash near Shusha town, a tragic event
of the First Karabakh War has been a significant challenge. The research unveils untold
stories not previously covered in the media or explored in social anthropological research.
The author explored the accounts of eyewitnesses to the crash and the passengers of the
Mi-8 helicopter’s final peaceful flight from Shusha to Aghdam. Upon landing at Aghdam
airport, passengers met a crowd unaware of the imminent persecution by Armenian
ultranationalists. Those people were very happy when the helicopter arrived, seizing
the chance to fly to Shusha. Each of them eagerly tried to secure a seat in the helicopter,
unaware that this was a flight to their deaths. Thirty years later, the tragic events of that
winter’s day remain a nightmare for the respondents.

35 Gilad Hirschberger, Collective Trauma and the Social Construction of Meaning, in: Frontiers in Psychology, 2018,
No. 9, p. 1441, doi10.3389/fpsyg 201801441,

36 Vlqar 9sgarov, Azarbaycanin Milli Qeshramanlari, Baki, 2005, s. 11-12, 89-90, 139-140.
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Eyewitnesses of the terrorist act - residents of Khalfali, Lachin, and Shusha - consist-
ently testified to the cruelty of the Armenian military units. Respondents and eyewitness-
es from Khalfali described the horrifying scene:

The helicopter, burning in the sky, was falling rapidly. The anti-aircraft gun broke through the
door of the helicopter, as a result, people fell from the sky, and it was the most terrible thing I
have ever seen in my life ... The aftermath was equally traumatic, with parts of bodies scattered
around, hanging on trees and electrical wires. The burning helicopter and parts of bodies emitted
an unbearable smell, which lingered for months. Locals avoided passing near the crash site ...
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Fig. 6. Sara Aiyjeva

Numerous interviews conducted by the author indicate that these communities are
still experiencing profound psychological trauma. The death of innocent civilians and the
unpunished crimes committed by Armenian militants remains deeply troubling. Aghak-
erim Mammadov, the uncle of the young scholar Sara Aliyeva, significantly contributed
to the research for this article by revealing critical details of the tragic event. He recalled
waiting for Sara to return to Shusha when the helicopter was directed to land. Suddenly, it
was shot, causing a few passengers to fall out. The helicopter veered away from the inhab-
ited area and caught fire. Despite their will to help, they were unable to reach the victims
due to ongoing shooting from Armenian forces. Aghakerim Mammadov expressed regret
and sorrow that they couldn’t reach the helicopter to potentially save some lives.

The aftermath was devastating as they attempted to identify the victims. They found
only parts of bodies, and those who had fallen out of the helicopter were barely recognisa-
ble. Families were forced to bury fragments and ashes. For months and years, Aghakerim
couldn't rid himself of the smell of burning, which seemed to permeate his nose, nails, and
hair. He had to sell his car and dispose of his clothes to escape the lingering odour. During
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the interview, he was visibly shaken and mentioned that he could still recall that terrible
smell, highlighting the enduring impact of the traumatic event on his psyche.

The passengers of the last peaceful flight before the terrorist act remember the faces
of compatriots who died in that terrible attack. Armenians continue to spread false infor-
mation, claiming the helicopter was carrying weapons. However, witnesses and former
passengers of the Mi-8 helicopter attest that it was a civilian flight carrying Azerbaijani
civilians. This deliberate act by Armenian militants aimed to intimidate and create panic
among the Azerbaijani population.

Eyewitness accounts provide invaluable insights into the experiences of affected Azer-
baijani communities, while a careful examination of media manipulation underscores
the systematic nature of disinformation campaigns. Addressing these narratives with
clarity and authenticity is essential for acknowledging past injustices, supporting histori-
cal accuracy, and fostering understanding, which are vital steps toward building trust and
lasting peace in the region

Conclusion

The legacy of the Karabakh conflict continues to cast along shadow, profoundly impacting
generations and underscoring the necessity of documenting and confronting historical
injustices. Essential to this process is the acknowledgment of the forced displacement
of Azerbaijani populations from both Armenia and the Karabakh region, the extensive
destruction of cultural heritage, and the immense human cost of the prolonged conflict.
As the region looks toward a future built on justice and reconciliation, addressing
these historical wounds becomes vital for achieving long-term healing and fostering a
sustainable peace.

One cannot overstate the importance of preserving and revitalizing cultural heritage in
these territories. Advances in technology now offer hope for the restoration of destroyed
cultural monuments, enabling the reconstruction of architectural wonders, khan's
palaces, mausoleums, and other historically significant sites in Karabakh cities such as
Aghdere, Aghdam, Askeran, Fuzuli, Jabrayil, Lachin, Khankendi, Khojaly, Zangilan, Shusha
and others. Yet, despite the potential to rebuild these structures, the irreplaceable loss of
human lives—victims of a conflict that has claimed tens of thousands of people—remains
a tragic reminder of the cost of war.

The Karabakh region’s cultural and national identity has been shaped by generations
of influential Azerbaijani artists, philosophers, scholars, and visionaries who contributed
masterpieces to the nation’s cultural legacy. This rich tapestry of heritage, spanning
music, literature, architecture, fine arts, and artisanal crafts, has been deeply scarred by
the long-standing conflict. These Azerbaijani figures not only enriched the culture but
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held an intellectual potential capable of advancing the arts and sciences in Azerbaijan.
However, the conflict inflicted not only physical destruction but also a substantial loss of
intellectual and cultural contributions from those who could have furthered the nation’s
development.

The Karabakh conflict and the subsequent wars, incited by Armenian ultranationalists,
divided the social, economic, and political histories of both Armenians and Azerbaijanis
into “before” and “after"?. This division has left a lasting imprint on the collective memory,
filled with remnants of a shared history and the painful events that followed. Thousands
of Azerbaijani and Armenian lives were claimed by the conflict, creating a collective
memory that bears witness to the tragedy and to the hope of justice that remains elusive.
The instigators and perpetrators of these acts must be held accountable to prevent the
legacy of violence from repeating.

Despite the end of active hostilities, the humanitarian crisis continues as the Armenian
side has yet to provide Azerbaijan with maps of the extensive minefields left behind in
liberated territories. The danger of unexploded mines poses an ongoing risk to returning
Azerbaijani civilians, obstructing resettlement and reconstruction. Addressing the mine
threat is essential not only for humanitarian reasons but to enable a safe and sustainable
return to these lands. International assistance and cooperation are urgently needed to
mitigate this peril, promote safe resettlement, and facilitate long-term recovery for
Azerbaijani communities in Karabakh.

In conclusion, thisresearch emphasizes the critical importance of addressing collective
and individual memory, not only as a means to preserve history but as a foundation
for reconciliation and peace. On one hand, collective memory can serve as a bridge
between past and present, facilitating dialogue on peaceful reconciliation and conflict
transformation. The stories of individuals, such as those from internally displaced persons
(IDPs) and refugees, transmit personal experiences that convey a sense of responsibility
toward peace and understanding. These memories can be a powerful resource for
envisioning a future free from the violent divisions that have marked the region’s past.

However, the same memories also hold the potential to fuel opposing narratives. They
may reignite the trauma of the past and justify new cycles of hostility. Thus, addressing the
past becomes not only an act of historical inquiry but a responsibility for all stakeholders
inthe region. Establishing a balanced view requires recognizing the depth of personal loss
and the destruction of cultural heritage while acknowledging the shared responsibility to
work towards healing and peaceful coexistence.
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Parvin Ahanchi

Kalny Karabacho karas ir etninis valymas liudininko ir tyréjo akimis

Santrauka

Sis straipsnis grindziamas liudininky parodymais apie armeény ultranacionalisty vykdyta etninj
valyma prie$ etninius azerbaidZaniecius Karabacho konflikto (Kalny Karabacho konflikto) ir Pirmojo
Kalny Karabacho karo (1988-1994 m.) metu. Nuo 1988 m. etninis valymas buvo vyraujanti smurto
pries etninius azerbaidZanieCius forma, del kurios iS Karabacho regiono ir Armeénijos prievarta
buvo iskeldinta mazdaug milijonas asmenu. Straipsnyje Kalnu Karabacho konfliktas ir etninis
valymas nagrinéjami remiantis zZodiniais liudijimais, kuriuose pateikiama nemazai jrodymuy apie
pries azerbaidzaniecius vykdytus ziaurumus. Siy zZiaurumy istorija ilga - ji apima ziaurius etninius
susidarimus, ypac 1905 m. ir 1918 m. armeény ir totoriy Zudynes, masines azerbaidzanieciu Zudynes
Piety Kaukaze 1917-1921 m. ir genocidg Karabacho regionuose. Sie jvykiai pasizymejo didelio masto
etniniu smurtu ir masinemis zudynémis, kuriy metu atimta daug gyvybiy, o jtampa tarp armeny ir
azerbaidzanieciy bendruomeniuy dar labiau sustipréjo. UZsiteses konfliktas ilgiems deSimtmeciams
suformavo istorinj ir politinj regiono krastovaizdj. Straipsnyje taip pat aptariamas maziau zinomas
Kalnu Karabacho konflikto aspektas: sraigtasparnio katastrofa, kurios metu Zuvo 44 keleiviai,
daugiausia moterys ir vaikai, ir trys jgulos nariai. Jame atskleidziamos Zmoniu ir aplinkos katastrofos,
kilusios del etninio valymo ir teroro akty, jvykdyty per Kalnuy Karabacho konflikta. Azerbaidzanieciy
ir armeny liudininky parodymai bei istoriné analizé pabrézia butinybe pripazinti Siuos Ziaurius
nusikaltimus ir j juos atsizvelgti, siekiant teisingumo ir susitaikymo.

Reiksminiai ZodZiai: Karabacho konfliktas, etininis valymas, armény teroristiniai aktai, nusikaltimai
Zzmogiskumui, kolektyviné trauma, kolektyviné atmintis
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As of November 2024, this month marks a symbolic 1,000 days since Russia launched its
full-scale aggression against Ukraine. It is important to use the term full-scale invasion
deliberately, as Russia’s incursion began over a decade ago. In February 2014, Russian mil-
itary forces occupied Crimea and by April 2014, Russia was actively supporting the sepa-
ratist movement in Donbas by providing weapons and trained soldiers.

The book under review offers a Central and Eastern European perspective on the
Russian-Ukrainian conflict - a viewpoint that is often overlooked or marginalised in
academicdiscussions about the origins of the war and potential pathways to its resolution.

The first chapter, authored by Oksana Koshulko and titled From Wheat Fields to Battle-
fields: How Russia Forced Ukrainians to Take up Arms to Defend the Homeland, provides a
concise overview of Ukrainian history from the 10th century to the present. Although writ-
ten in a somewhat emotional tone, it effectively highlights key historical developments.
The author accurately illustrates how Russian nationalist propaganda has appropriated
Ukrainian culture and history, presenting them as distinctly Russian. A particularly nota-
ble example is the case of Volodymyr the Great, Emperor of Kyiv. This cultural appropria-
tion has been a central feature of Russian imperialism and colonial rule, persisting even
during the Soviet era.

The second and third chapters, Archival Exhibitions as Acts of Resistance: Displaying the
Experiences of War in Ukraine and Ukraine’s Cultural Heritage under Russian Fire: Libraries,
Archives, Museums, and Monuments as War Targets, authored by Peter Lester and Hermina
Anghelescu, provide a logical continuation of this narrative, exploring the politicisation of
history. As a nation fighting for its independence, Ukraine simultaneously grapples with
identity issues, with the war effort playing a central role in fostering national cohesion.

In this context, cultural institutions - often quiet and easily overlooked during times
of military conflict - are of immense importance to Ukrainians. Particularly upsetting
is the account of the joint Polish-Ukrainian exhibition, Mom, I Don't Want War! This ex-
hibition compares drawings depicting post-war experiences by Polish children with
contemporary illustrations created by Ukrainian children. Despite the 80-year time gap
and advances in technology, the similarities between these experiences are alarmingly
striking.
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Furthermore, Russia’s ongoing efforts to destroy Ukrainian museums, archives, librar-
ies and monuments closely mirror Poland's experience with Nazi aggression during the
Second World War (1939-1945). This stark parallel highlights the troubling reality: that our
civilisation has learned little from its painful history.

The fourth chapter, What Is Zetism’? Putin's Culture War Against Ukraine and the West,
authored by Marek Jedlinski, stands out as the most intriguing contribution in the re-
viewed collection. It offers outsiders a compelling analysis of the ideological underpin-
nings of Putin’s authoritarian regime. Personally, I find this a fascinating account of iden-
tity construction: Putin and his allies are assembling a hybrid model of the Russian nation,
drawing selectively from elements of Tsarist rule, the Soviet empire, the Second World
War and contemporary narratives.

To an external observer, the nationalist rhetoric portraying Russia as the defender of
traditional values in opposition to Western secularism and liberalism might appear pecu-
liar. Yet, this ideological framework - at least for now - seems effective. Jedlinski convinc-
ingly unpacks the ‘logic’ behind this worldview (though logical only within the context of
Russian nationalism), particularly the notion that Ukraine and its people are essential for
sustaining this radical nationalist ideology.

The chapter The Violation of Human Rights in Crimea since 2014 (The Case of Crimean
Tatars), authored by Oksana Voytyuk, examines Russia’s policy of forced assimilation of
ethnic minorities, using the Crimean Tatars as a case study. This discussion logically builds
on the themes of the previous chapter, as the highly nationalistic Putin regime leaves no
space for ethnic minorities. Their only path is forced assimilation, exemplified by figures
such as Vladimir Rudolfovich Solovyov and Margarita Simonyan - Jewish-Russian and
Armenian-Russian propagandists respectively, who fully align with the regime.

The Crimean Tatars have faced a long history of Russian oppression, beginning with
forced resettlement and discrimination under the Romanovs, mass deportation to Siberia
during Stalin’s rule, and the ongoing political and cultural suppression in Crimea today.
However, it is also important to note that ethnic minorities within Russia’s officially rec-
ognised borders are not exempt from suffering. Groups such as the Buryats, Tuvans and
Chechens are currently being exploited as cannon fodder in Russia’s military invasion of
Ukraine, highlighting their quiet, yet tragic exploitation under the regime.

The next two chapters, Human Values in Times of Crisis and Uncertainty: A Case Study
of Polish Border Communities in Response to the Russian Invasion of Ukraine by Natalia
Betdyga and Ukrainian War Refugees in Poland: Trauma, Stress, and Hope by Piotr Dlugosz,
explore the topic of Ukrainian refugees in Poland from different perspectives. Poland has
hosted 1.9 million Ukrainian forced migrants, with nearly 1 million still residing in the
country as of November 2024.

Natalia Beldyga highlights the Polish response to the refugee crisis, emphasising the
role of community resilience as a product of a well-developed civil society. In the initial
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days and weeks of the mass refugee influx, support systems were primarily managed at
the local level. Municipal authorities, NGOs and private businesses worked in close coop-
eration, while the central government’s involvement was minimal.

In contrast, Piotr Dlugosz focuses on the experiences of Ukrainian female refugees in
Poland. Drawing on extensive longitudinal survey data from 2022-2023, he underscores
mental health challenges as a critical issue requiring attention from Polish public author-
ities. This is a particularly important finding, given that Ukrainian refugees in Poland are
often portrayed as ‘ideal’ or ‘unproblematic’ migrants, actively contributing to the econ-
omy through employment or small-scale entrepreneurship. However, war-related trau-
ma and stress remain significant barriers to successful integration. Without systematic
support, these challenges may intensify over time, hindering both personal recovery and
societal cohesion.

The final two chapters address the broader international implications of Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine. In Ukraine’s Accession to the European Union in the Shadow of
Moscow's Aggression: Between Theory and Reality, Tomasz Grzegorz Grosse examines
the prospects for Ukraine’s EU membership. Meanwhile, Oleksiy Kandyuk, in his essay
Evolution Under Pressure: How Russia’s War in Ukraine Transforms the European Union,
explores the impact of the conflict on the European integration project.

Grosse's analysis of Ukraine’'s potential EU membership draws on the ideas of
Zbigniew Brzezinski, the Polish-American politician and academic who advocated for a
French-German-Polish-Ukrainian axis within the EU. While such a coalition would be
advantageous for Poland and align with American interests in Europe, it poses challenges
for Germany and France, who may fear losing their political dominance in the Union.
However, the chapter was written before the pivotal event of Donald Trump's re-election
as US president, leaving readers curious about how Grosse might comment on the current
geopolitical situation and its implications for Brzezinski's proposal. Additionally, while the
author’s assumption that Ukraine’'s EU membership would benefit Poland is valid, it may
face domestic opposition. The growing share of Ukraine-sceptic voters in Poland could
hinder progress on this issue due to shifting political agendas.

Kandyuk's chapter highlights the EU’s strengths, particularly its significant economic
power and the success of its sanctions against Russia, a notable achievement in European
foreign policy. However, he also underscores the EU’s main weakness: the lack of military
power and an underdeveloped common defence policy. What the essay lacks, however, is
adeeper exploration of how the EU’s energy policy has been affected. The push for a green
transformation now faces challenges, as the availability of cheap Russian natural gas had
been a cornerstone of the road map to achieving net-zero emissions - particularly in
Central Europe, including Germany. The current political and economic crisis in Germany
raises additional concerns for the EU’s broader policy trajectory in this area.
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In conclusion, the reviewed monograph is an exceptionally valuable resource for un-
derstanding and analysing the current political and economic developments in Ukraine
as well as in Central and Eastern Europe. It provides a comprehensive and multifaceted
examination of the region, delving into the historical, cultural, economic and geopolitical
contexts that shape contemporary events.

The contributions in this volume are particularly significant given the ongoing chal-
lenges posed by Russia's aggression against Ukraine, which has far-reaching implications
for regional stability and the future of European integration. By addressing topics such
as cultural heritage, human rights violations, refugee crises and the broader transforma-
tions within the European Union, the monograph not only documents the immediate ef-
fects of the conflict, but also provides insights into the long-term consequences for our
region.

Moreover, the diversity of perspectives offered by the authors enhances the book’s
academic and practical relevance. It serves as an essential resource for policymakers,
scholars and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the complex dynamics at play in
Ukraine and its neighbouring countries. In a time of profound uncertainty and change,
this monograph stands as a timely and crucial contribution to the ongoing discourse on
the region’s future.

267






KRONIKA

" =
» 7
» T
E N
= a



2024 2(56) Reviews
Genocidas ir rezistencija Recenzijos

Didysis pasitraukimas i$ Baltijos Saliy:
emigraciniai procesai Europoje 1944-1949 m.

Dr. Kristina Burinskaité
LGGRTC Genocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo departamento direktoré
X kristina.burinskaite@genocid.lt

Lietuvos gyventoju genocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras (LGGRTC), minédamas astuo-
niasdeSimtasias treciosios Lietuvos emigracijos bangos po 1944 m. metines, 2024 m. spa-
lio 4 d. Vilniuje surengé tarptautine konferencija ,Didysis pasitraukimas i$ Baltijos Saliy:
emigraciniai procesai Europoje 1944-1949 m.", kurioje dalyvavo Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos
ir Vokietijos mokslininkai. Ne tik minétina data, bet ir Siuolaikiniai geopolitiniai iSsukiai,
tarp kuriy yra ir emigracija, skatina prisiminti ir musy iSeivius bei juy istorijas, tyrinéti, kas
juos paskatino trauktis, kaip juos priémé Vakary Salys, taip pat gyvenusios sudétingomis
pokario salygomis, kokios buvo asmeninés ir visos pasitraukusios bendruomenés istorijos
emigracijoje pirmaisiais pokario metais. Reikéty neuzmirsti, kokj svarby vaidmenj iSeivija
véliau suvaidins nuolat keliant Lietuvos okupacijos klausima tarptautinéje plotméje.

XX a. antrojoje puséje Lietuvos valstybé ir jos gyventojai iSgyveno didziules politines,
ekonomines, demografines, mentalines transformacijas, kurios buvo nulemtos tokiy
brutaliy okupaciniy rezimy vykdyty priemoniy kaip politinés represijos, tremtys, Ziitys,
Holokaustas, sovietizacija, rusifikacija. Tokia situacija verté kai kuriuos zmones priimti
sudétinga sprendima ir trauktis i§ Lietuvos. Ne vienas mané, kad tai tik laikina priemo-
né ir jie greitai galés grizti j tévyne, deja... Salia esanciuose Rytprusiuose vyko kai kuriy
etniniy grupiy, tokiy kaip vokieciai, naikinimas, Zmonés bégo is ten j Lietuvos teritorija, o
iS Lietuvos vyko lenky, tarp ju buta ir Zydy, ir lietuviy repatriacija j Lenkija. Fiziniai nuos-
toliai, repatriacija, emigracija turéjo jtakos visuomenés demografinei situacijai ir Salies
ateiciai. Tikstanc¢iy Zmoniy netektis - tai ir asmeninés tragedijos, ir nuostolis tautai bei
valstybei.

Sioje konferencijoje kalbéje istorikai jvairiais aspektais pristaté Baltijos 3aliy 1944~
1945 m. pasitraukimo j Vakarus istorijas. Tai leido susidaryti vaizdinj apie emigracijos
tendencijas, jy panasumus ir skirtumus. Svarbi ne tik bendra istorija, statistika, bet ir ats-
kiry Zmoniy istorijos, jy likimai, kuriems nemaZzai démesio skyré konferencijos dalyviai.
Pavyzdziui, iSeivijos tyrinétoja dr. Daiva Dapkuté trumpai pristaté emigracijos bangas iki
1949 m., kuo jos buvo panasios ir kuo skirtingos. Ji taip pat atkreipé démes;j j lietuviy, pa-
tekusiy i SSRS okupuotas Vokietijos dalis, istorijas: kaip jie ten atsidure, koks buvo jy to-
lesnis likimas, kaip soviety valdzia su jais elgeési, koks islikusiyjy dabartinis santykis su
Siuo praeities laikotarpiu. Kitas iSeivijos tyrinétojas, dr. Juozas Banionis, pateike statisti-

270



2024 2(56) Kronika
Genocidas ir rezistencija Chronicle

2 pav. Konferencijoje dr. Arinas Bubnys skaito pranes§ima ,,Soviety
nusikaltimai Ryty Prisijoje 1944-1948 metais”
LGGRTC darbuotojy nuotrauka

1 pav. Istorikas, iSeivijos tyriné-
tojas dr. Juozas Banionis kalba
apie lietuviy gyvenima perkeltyju
stovyklose Vokietijoje

LGGRTC darbuotojy nuotrauka

nius duomenis, kokiy profesijy, socialiniy sluoksniy, amziaus ir lyties Zmonés pateko j di-
dziausia dipuky stovykla Hanau. Jis atkreipé démesj j lietuviy pastangas puoselétilietuvy-
be, j stovyklas perkelti lietuviskas tradicijas, gyvenimo btida, mokyklines programas, kurti
tarsi ,mini Lietuvg“. Praneséjas taip pat atkreipé démesj j balty dipuky pastangas vienytis,
kuriant bendras organizacijas ir taip kovojant uz savo teises. Taip pat jis atskleidé, koks
buvo tolimesnis dipuky kelias suvokus, kad grjzti j Lietuva artimiausiu laiku nepavyks.
J. Banionis diskutavo su Kkita iSeivijos tyrinétoja D. Dapkute, kiek $i tema yra iStyrinéta.
Anot]. Banionio, nepakankamai atspindétas socialinis, kulttrinis ir ypa¢ motery vaidmuo
puoseléjant lietuvybe stovyklose. Vokieciy istorikas Christianas Pletzingas pasakojo apie
latvius pabégélius Siaurés Vokietijoje, Liubeko mieste, juy kasdienybe, nuolatinj maisto,
ypac darbo trukuma, kultiirinj, socialinj gyvenima, santykj su okupacine brity valdzia. Ta-
¢iau jis neuzmirso paminéti ir ten pasilikusiy lietuviy, kuriy ten biita maziau, istorijy. Esté
Livi Zajedova, gyvenanti ir dirbanti Cekijoje, kalbéjo apie dabartinés Estijos kartos pastan-
gas tirti, jamzinti ir prisiminti Siuos procesus, kuriuos dar labiau aktualizavo tokie tarp-
tautiniai jvykiai kaip karas Ukrainoje. Latvijos istorikas Peteris Kalnins$ i$ Latvijos okupa-
cijos muziejaus trumpai apzvelgé Latvijos valstybés raidos faktus, demografinés sudéties
duomenis, turéjusius jtakos ir Salies migracijos kryptims. Latvijos Zmoniy pabégimy nuo
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soviety okupacijos istorija atsispindéjo per Jekabs Kalnins, teisininko, socialdemokrato,
1945 m. pabégusio j Vakary Vokietijg, asmenine istorija.

Siuo laikotarpiu Lietuva isgyveno ne tik masinj bégima, bet ne emigracija, kaip pazy-
meéjo pirmasis atkurtos Lietuvos vadovas prof. Vytautas Landsbergis, taciau ir sovietinés
valdZios nulemtus demografinius pokycius, tokius kaip lenky ir kity tautybiy Zmoniy
1944-1947 m. repatriacija i Lenkija, apie tai konferencijoje kalbéjo istorikeé dr. Vitalija Stra-
vinskiené. Ji bendrais bruozais pristate, kokiais etapais vyko Sie procesai, kaip buvo or-
ganizuojamas ir kaip realiai vyko Zzmoniy pasitraukimas is Lietuvos teritorijos. LGGRTC
direktorius dr. Ariinas Bubnys kalbéjo apie soviety vykdytus nusikaltimus Ryty Priisijoje,
lémusius vokieciy ir lietuviy tautybiy asmeny zitis ir jy pasitraukima is Sio krasto, jy vieta
uzémus atvykeéliams i$ kity SSRS viety. Pasikeité ne tik Zzmonés, miesty bei gatviy pava-
dinimai, bet ir to krasto atmosfera. A. Bubnio pranesima papildé Klaipédos universiteto
istoriko dr. Hektoro Vitkaus jzvalgos apie to meto jvykiy vertinima Siuolaikinéje lietuviy
ir uZsienio istoriografijoje, kas 1émé vienokius ar kitokius vertinimus. Jis iSskyré keturias
vertinimo ir tyrimo kryptis: 1) kerstas, kaip nattralus ir propagandos suformuotas veiks-
nys uz vokie¢iy nusikaltimus; 2) valdzios politikos nulemtas ir su jos pritarimu vykdomas
lokalizuotas ir sistemingas smurtas, iSsiskiriantis didZiuliu prievartaujamy motery skai-
¢iumi; 3) poveikis Lietuvai, jos gyventojams ir Klaipédos krastui, pabégéliy bangos; 4) at-
minties politika ir jos vertinimai sovietinio rezimo politikos ir masinio teroro kontekste.

Nors dipuky istorija yra Siek tiek primirsta, tac¢iau dabartiniai tarptautiniai jvykiai ja
vél gali sugrazinti j istoriky tyrimy akiratj. Si tema islieka aktuli ir svarbi, parodanti, kad
balty tauty vienybéje slypi stiprybé, kurios galéty pasimokyti ir dabartiniai politikai kel-
dami klausimus europinéje erdvéje. Skaityti pranesimai ir iSkelti klausimai rodo, kad dar
ne viskas yra iStyrinéta ir ne j visus klausimus atsakyta.

Si konferencija yra LGGRTC indélis j Baltijos $aliy tarptautinj projekta ,Europos tragis-
koji atmintis. Moterys pabégélés ir 1944 m. Didysis pabégimas®, skirta paminéti 1944 m.
kaip didZiosios emigracijos iS Baltijos saliy aStuoniasdesimtmet;j. Projekto tikslas - kon-
centruotai per 1944 m. motery emigranciy is Baltijos Saliy istorijas supazindinti ir infor-
muoti apie pabégéliy problemas, demokratijos poreiki, totalitariniy rezimy pavojus, iSei-
vijos galimybes ir emigracijos pavojus, tapatybés iSsaugojima.
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Moterys Lietuvos partizaniame kare 1944-1953 m.

Lina Gerdvilyté-Natkevic¢iené

Lietuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos
tyrimo centro vyriausioji specialisté

X lina.gerdvilyte@genocid.lt

2024 m. spalio 24 d. Tauragéje tremties ir rezistencijos muziejuje atgijo Lietuvos motery
partizaniy istorija. Lietuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras surenge
testinio projekto ,Moterys Lietuvos partizaniniame kare 1944-1953 m.” pristatomajj
renginj. Atliekant tyrimag ,Moterys partizanés: Vakary Lietuvos (Jaros) partizany srities
atvejis”, partizaniy patirtys buvo atgaivintos per mokslines jzvalgas, pasakojimus, prisi-
minimus, muzika bei poezija.

1pav. Renginio Tauragéje dalyviai LGGRTC darbuotojy nuotrauka

Istorikés, doktorantés Enrikos Kripienés pranesimas renginio klausytojams suteiké
proga prisiliesti prie partizaniy kasdienybés ir pajusti, kokius asmeninius iSgyvenimus
galéjo patirti moterys, kovojancios uZz laisve. Buvo keliamas klausimas: ar meilé ir artimi
santykiai galéjo buti tikra jausmy iSraiska? Ar nevirsdavo jie spastais, pavojingais tiek pa-
¢ioms moterims, tiek ju kovos bendrazygiams?

Istoriké dr. Greta PaskoCiumaité pazvelgé j partizaninés kovos epizodus vaiko akimis.
Kaip jaustis, kai motina tampa savotiskai paslaptinga figlira, dévinc¢ia uniforma ir kovo-
jancia dél laisvés? Ka reiskia augti su motina kovotoja? Istoriké kélé klausimus apie moti-
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PARTIZANU
TOSE

PALTULEY SETMA
GRE

2 pav. Istorikés doktorantés Enrikos Kripienés pranesimas

LGGTC darbuotojy nuotrauka

nystés ir kovos jsipareigojimy suderinamuma, apie vaiko ir kovojancios motinos santykj.
Kasji buvo - nepaZjstama ,teta“ su uniforma ar mama?

Raimondas Matemaitis, Tauragés tremties ir rezistencijos muziejaus vadovas, vedé
klausytojus partizanés Onos LeSinskaités-Akacijos gyvenimo keliu. Akacija - viena rys-
kiausiy Lietuvos partizaninio judéjimo figury - jkunijo laisvés troskima ir drasa kovoti.
Partizaniniy kovy ikonografija nejsivaizduojama be nuotraukos, kurioje ji stovi su parti-
zani$ka uniforma, pintomis kasomis ir iStikimu Sunimi. Si nuotrauka tapo neatskiriama
Lietuvos partizaninio judéjimo jvaizdZio dalimi.

Istorikas Andrius Tumavicius, analizuodamas sukauptus empirinius duomenis, iSrys-
kino iSskirtinj Vakary Lietuvos motery partizaniy vaidmenj. Jo pristatyme atskleista, kaip
Juros srities partizanés prisidéjo prie viso Lietuvos partizaninio pasiprieSinimo judéjimo
ir koks svarbus buvo motery indélis Sioje srityje.

Tauragéje pirma karta suskambo specialiai Siam renginiui sukurta daina ,Jura kyla“ pa-
gal 1948 m. paraSytas Palangos gimnazijos moksleivés Jadvygos Zibinskaités-Vilnelés eiles.
Tais paciais metais jos kiirinys buvo iSspausdintas partizany laikrastyje ,Pavergtas pajuris”.

Eilérasc¢iui muzika sukareé ir j dainos ruba jvilko dueto ,Olita Duo” atlikéjai Gabija Ko-
chanskaité ir Robertas Zymantas. Po septyniasdeSimt SeSeriy mety partizanés eilés vél
atgimé muzikoje, kad jikvépty ir priminty Lietuvos Zmonéms apie nepalauziama motery
dvasia ir jy pasiaukojima laisvei. Netrukus Sig daing galés isgirsti visa Lietuva, kviesdama
prisiminti motery partizaniy laisvés kovas ir i§ naujo iSgyventi ju troSkima myléti, gyventi
ir bty laisvomis. ,Jura kyla“ - tai tarsi simbolinis tiltas, jungiantis Siy dieny Lietuva su
partizaniy laisvés troskimu ir kova uz ja.
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Tarptautiné moksliné konferencija
»Kengyro sukilimas: prieZastys,
pasiprieSsinimas, pasekmés ir atmintis“

Violeta Jasinskiené

Lietuvos gyventoju genocido ir rezistencijos
tyrimo centro vyriausioji istoriké
< violeta jasinskiene@genocid.lt

Dr. Valdas Selenis

Lietuvos gyventoju genocido ir rezistencijos
tyrimo centro vyriausiasis istorikas

4 valdas.selenis@genocid.lt

2024 m. spalio 3-4 d. Lietuvos nacionalinés UNESCO komisijos patalpose (Radvily g. 6,
Vilnius) jvyko tarptautiné moksliné konferencija , Kengyro sukilimas: priezastys, pasi-
prieSinimas, pasekmés ir atmintis®, skirta pamineti Gulago politiniy kaliniy sukilimo
septyniasdeSimtmeciui. Konferencija organizavo Lietuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezis-
tencijos tyrimo centras (LGGRTC), Lietuvos istorijos institutas (LII) ir Lietuvos vyriausio-
jo archyvaro tarnyba, partneriai - Lietuvos ypatingasis archyvas ir Lietuvos nacionaliné
UNESCO komisija.

1954 m. geguzés 16 d.-birzelio 26 d daugiau nei penki tukstanciai ypatingojo lagerio
Nr. 4 (Steplagas, Kazachijos SSR) Kengyro skyriaus kaliniy sukilo prie$ nepakeliamai sun-
kias kalinimo salygas. Prasidéjes spontaniskai, sukilimas labai greit jgavo organizacinj
pobudj su vadovu papulkininkiu Kapitonu Kuznecovu, sukilimo komitetu ir konspiraciniu
centru prieSakyje. Sukiléliai perémeé lagerio zong, vedé derybas su SSRS MVD atstovais,
ruoseési galimam lagerio puolimui. Sukilime aktyviai dalyvavo Ukrainos ir Lietuvos politi-
niai kaliniai. Sukilimas buvo Ziauriai numalSintas pasitelkiant tankus.

Konferencija atidareé ir sveikinimo Zodj taré LGGRTC generalinis direktorius dr. Artinas
Bubnys, Lietuvos istorijos instituto direktorius dr. Aurimas Svedas ir Lietuvos ypatingojo
archyvo direktorius Remigijus Cernius. ,Apie ypatinguosius lagerius Kazachstano terito-
rijoje, kuriy buvo keletas — Karlage, Steplage ir Pescianlage, tikrai mazai kas Zino. Ir apie
patj Kengyro sukilima Lietuvos visuomené dar per mazai Zino. Musy tikslas ir yra jamzinti
tuos jvykius jvairiomis priemonémis: paminklais, parodomis, konferencijomis, knygy lei-
dimu”, - saké A. Bubnys, sveikindamas visus, atvykusius j konferencija. Jis akcentavo, kad
labai svarbu plétoti bendryste tarp jvairiy Saliy istoriky, atliekant mokslinius ir archyvi-
nius tyrimus - nustatyti kiek jmanoma daugiau Kazachstano ypatinguosiuose lageriuose
kaléjusiy lietuviy ir kity tautybiy Zmoniy.
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Konferencijoje dalyvavo mokslininkai i§ Ukrainos, Kazachstano ir Lietuvos. Pirmoji
konferencijos diena buvo skirta Kengyro sukilimo priezastims, jvykiy chronologijai, va-
dovavimo struktlrai, tarpetniniams santykiams nagrinéti. Vienas iS pranesSimus skai-
¢iusiy mokslininky - Lietuvos istorijos instituto mokslo darbuotojas dr. Mindaugas Po-
cius - aptare trijy didZiyju Gulago sukilimy - Norilsko, Vorkutos ir Kengyro - universalius
veiksnius ir ypatumus. Kazachstano Almatos C. Valichanovo vardo istorijos ir etnologijos
instituto generalinis direktorius prof. dr. Zijabek Kabuldinov supazindino klausytojus su
Kengyro sukilimo dokumentais Kazachstano archyvuose. Pazyméjo, kad Kazachstano is-
torikai kreipesi j Respublikos prezidenta dél galimybés mokslininkams gauti prieiga prie
dokumenty Kazachstano Respublikos prezidento archyve, kuriame saugoma daugiausia
politiniy kaliniy byly. Siuo metu tokia galimybé yra svarstoma ir ateityje archyvas atsivers
placiau. Valstybinio Zinybinio Ukrainos saugumo tarnybos (Kijivas) direktorius dr. Andrej
Kogut kalbéjo apie Kengyro sukilimo lyderiy i$ Ukrainos gyvenimiskas trajektorijas, jis
pristaté pagrindinius sukilimo vadus ir jy biografijas. C. Valichanovo vardo istorijos ir
etnologijos instituto mokslininké dr. Nursulu Diusenova (Kazachstanas, Almata) aptaré
pagrindines Kengyro sukilimo priezastis. Valstybinio zinybinio Ukrainos Saugumo tar-
nybos darbuotojas dr. Jaroslav Antoniuk (Kijivas) kalbéjo apie OUN (Ukrainos nacionalis-
ty organizacijos) pogrindinés kovos metodu pritaikyma Steplage.

Po piety pertraukos C. Valichanovo vardo istorijos ir etnologijos instituto Visuotinés is-
torijos ir tarptautiniy rysiy skyriaus vedéja dr. Manara Kalybekova (Kazachstanas, Almata)
supazindino su Kazachstano archyvy organizavimo ypatumais ir aptaré Kengyro lagerio
sukiléliy kasdienybe ir buities salygas. Ukrainos NMA Istorijos instituto Sovietinés epo-
chos valstybinio teroro istorijos skyriaus mokslinis sekretorius dr. Roman Podkur (Kijivas)
pristaté Kengyro politiniy kaliniy ukrainieciy kolektyvinj portreta. Ukrainos nacionalinio
atminties instituto (Luckas) Vakary tarpregioninio skyriaus vyr. specialisté dr. Lesia Bon-
daruk kalbéjo tema ,Meilé ir Gulagas: Kengyro vaikai“ - apie lagerio salygomis uZsimez-
gusius romantinius santykius, Seimas, ju likimus. Pirmaja konferencijos dieng apibendri-
nancioje diskusijoje svecias iS Kazachstano prof. dr. Zijabek Kabuldinov pasiulé Lietuvos
mokslininkams bendradarbiauti rengiant knyga apie Kengyro sukilima.

Antroji konferencijos diena buvo skirta Kengyro sukilimo jamzinimo problematikai.
Konferencija moderavo dr. Andrej Kogut. Prelegentai perskaité pranesimus, kaip Kengyro
sukilimas atsispindi memuaristikoje ir istoriografijoje. Prof. Rasa Cepaitiené (LII, LGGRTC)
supazindino klausytojus su atminties apie Gulaga evoliucija Lietuvos istorinéje kultiroje,
Violeta Jasinskiené (LGGRTC) aptaré Kengyro sukilimo dalyviy i$ Lietuvos atsiminimus,
dr. Lesia Bondaruk ir dr. Manara Kalybekova nagrinéjo memuaristika Kengyro sukilimo is-
toriografijoje ir sukilimo numals$inima, atspindéta dokumentuose bei atsiminimuose. Kon-
ferencija uzbaigé Centro , Karta“ leidyklos vyriausiojo redaktoriaus pavaduotoja Agnieska
Knyt (VarSuva, Lenkija) pristatydama lenkiskajg Kengyro sukilimo atmintj Centro ,Karta“
archyve saugomy dokumenty ir atsiminimy pagrindu.
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1 pav. Susitikimas su Seimo pirmininke Viktorija Cmilyte-Nielsen Seime

Ratos Rimselienés nuotrauka

2 pav. Konferencijos dalyv1a1 Aldonos Jakavonienés nuotrauka

Konferencijos baigiamojoje diskusijoje kalbéta apie Kengyro sukilimo konspiracinj
centra - jo organizavima, strukturg, lyderius, etnines pogrindZio grupes, J. Stalino ir L. Be-
rijos mirties reikSme Kengyro sukilimui, lagerio sukilimy jtaka Gulago sistemos zlugimui.
Planuojama iSleistileidinj, sudaryta is konferencijos pranesimu lietuviy ir angly kalbomis.

Renginio dalyviai lankési Lietuvos Respublikos Seime, kur vyko susitikimas su Seimo
pirmininke Viktorija Cmilyte-Nielsen.

Tarptautiné moksliné konferencija atspindi labai svarby etapa Kengyro sukilimo na-
grinéjimo tematikoje - pereinama nuo istorinés atminties jamzinimo prie iSsamiy tarp-
tautiniy moksliniy tyrimy atskleidZiant Kengyro sukilimo reikSme.
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Tadas Jaskelevicius, 1941 m. birZelio 23 d. sukilimas
Panevézio apskrities Krekenavos, Naujamiescio,
Raguvos ir Ramygalos valsciuose, Vilnius: Lietuvos
gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos centras, 2024,
424p.

XX a. gausus kovy uz Lietuvos nepriklausomybe epi-
zody. Vienas i$ jy - 1941 m. Birzelio sukilimas. Nors
jau praéjo daugiau kaip 80 mety, bet Sis jvykis vis dar
néra iki galo iStirtas.

Knygoje pateikiamas naujas poziuris i BirZelio
sukilimo tyrinéjimus. [vykiai analizuojamuose vals-
Ciuose nagrinéjami kompleksiskai. Salia paties su-
kilimo jvykiy tyrimo taip pat gvildenama: sukilélio
sgvokos problematika, sukiléliy likimas vokieciy ir
antrosios sovietinés okupacijy laikotarpiais, sovie-
tiniy represiniy struktiry pareiginy persekiojimo
praktika sukiléliy ir jy artimyjy atzvilgiu, sukilimo
dalyviy socialinis portretas. Taip pat pateikiamos
trumpos sukiléliy biografijos.

Sig knyga autorius skiria ne tik akademinei ben-
druomenei, bet ir nagrinéjamy vietoviy gyvento-
jams, besidomintiems savo krasto istorija.

Leidinj recenzavo istorikas Andrius Tumavicius.

Sukilimas Kazachstano stepéje. Kengyro politiniy
kaliniy atsiminimai, sudarytojai Valdas Selenis,
Violeta Jasinskiené, Linas JaSinauskas, Vilnius: Lie-
tuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos centras,
2024,264 p.

Leidinyje publikuojami 1954 m. geguzés 16 d. prasi-
déjusio Kengyro sukilimo - vieno didziausiy Gulago
lageriy kaliniy sukilimy - dalyviy ir su jais solidari-
zavusiy Dzezkazgan Rudniko kaliniy atsiminimai,
laiSkai ir biografijos. DidZioji dalis atsiminimy spaus-
dinami pirma karta. Pateikiami pogrindinés lagerio
organizacijos nariy, aktyviai dalyvavusiy valdant su-
kiléliy perimta lagerj, ruosiantis galimam puolimui,
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uzsiimant kitomis veiklomis, atsiminimai. Leidinyje
taip pat skelbiami autentiski Elenos Kirlytés laiskai,
kuriuos ji paraseé ir iSsiunte is karto po sukilimo.

Skelbiami atsiminimai ne tik liudija apie Kengyro
sukilima, jo dalyviy siekius, nuotaikas, pozitrj j sovie-
ty valdZig, sukurta jkalinimo ir politinés santvarkos
oponenty naikinimo sistema, bet ir atskleidzia itin
griezta ypatingojo lagerio rezima, sunkiai pakeliamas
kalinimo ir darbo salygas, kaliniy nepasidavima juos
gniuzdanciai sistemai, tautinio ir religinio identiteto
iSsaugojima, pokycius Gulage po sukilimo.

Leidinys iliustruotas politiniy kaliniy nuotrauko-
mis i$ Lietuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos
tyrimy centro Atminimo programy skyriaus bei Oku-
pacijy ir laisvés kovy muziejaus fondy.

Juozas Banionis, Dipuky gyvenimo pédsakais, Vil-
nius: Lietuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos
centras, 2024, 176 p.

Sis leidinys - apie totalitarizmo reZimy - naciy ir
soviety - isblokstus i$ tévynés lietuvius - dipukus,
kuriuos Antrajam pasauliniam karui pasibaigus pri-
glaudé DP (displaced persons) stovyklos.

Pirmojoje dalyje publikuojami LYA atrasti Zinomo
Zurnalisto ir rasytojo Aleksandro Merkelio, 1944 m. su
masine lietuviy traukimosi banga atsidurusio Vokie-
tijoje ir drauge su kitais tévynainais iSgyvenusio karo
pabégeélio - politinio tremtinio dalig, uzrasai. Antro-
joje leidinio dalyje - apZvalginis straipsnis apie 1945-
1949 m. DP lietuviy gyvenimag. Jame nusvieciama,
kaip karo ir ideologijy iSblaskyti lietuviai, atsidare
Vakary Vokietijoje, organizavosi j Lietuviy tremtiniy
bendruomene. Pagrindinj démesj kreipiant j Hanau
DP stovykla, straipsnyje atskleidziami DP gyvenimo
kasdienybés fragmentai, lietuviy tremtiniy poreikiy
Svietimui ir kulttrai jgyvendinimo nuotrupos, trem-
tiniy motery organizavimasis.
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Prieduose pateikta keletas dokumenty, siejamy
su lietuviy dipuky gyvenimu, schemos, atspindin-
Cios lietuviy DP stovykly, Svietimo jstaigy iSsides-
tyma Vokietijoje, bei 1949 m. paskelbtos Lietuviy
chartos, reikSmingos dipukams, tampant jiems poli-
tiniais emigrantais, tekstas.

Gintautas Ereminas, Lietuviy Sv. Kazimiero drau-
gijos veikla Dieveniskiy valsciuje 1927-1936 m. Do-
kumenty rinkinys, Vilnius: Lietuvos gyventojy ge-
nocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras, 516 p.

Sioje knygoje - i$samiame ir unikaliame dokumenty
rinkinyje - atskleisti iki Siol neZinomi svarbus lietu-
viy kalbos, Svietimo, valstybés, rezistencijos istorijos
aspektai. Pateikta Ziniy apie XX a. pirmosios puseés
kulturine priespauda Lenkijos tuo metu okupuotoje
Lietuvos dalyje. Nauji archyviniai duomenys nau-
dingi tiek lituanistikai (kalbotyrai, istorijai, kultaro-
logijai), tiek visuomenei. Atskleista ir Ryty Lietuvos
Svietimo jstaigy bei biblioteky istorija, ir lietuviy kal-
bos, kulttros istorijos dalis apie pries 90 mety gyva-
vusius seniausios indoeuropieciy kulturos zidinius.

Remiantis Lietuvos moksly akademijos Vru-
blevskiy bibliotekoje Rankrasc¢iy skyriuje saugoma
Sv. Kazimiero draugijos fondo medziaga, siekiama
rekonstruoti draugijos veiklg Vilniaus kraste, Siuo
atveju - Dieveniskiu valséiuje.

Knyga suteiks reikalingy ziniy kiekvienam, besi-
dominciam Ryty Lietuvos krasto lietuvybés saugoji-
mo istorija.
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Apie autorius

Dr. RASA CEPATIENE - kultiros istorikeé, Lietuvos istorijos instituto vyresnioji mokslo
darbuotoja, Europos humanitarinio universiteto (Vilnius) profesoré, LGGRTC vyresnioji
pataréja. Devyniy monografijy autoré ar sudarytoja, daugelio moksliniy publikacijy au-
toré. Moksliniy interesy sritis: kulttiros paveldo studijos, kolektyvinés atminties studijos,
urbanistinés studijos, sovietiné kultura ir postsovietiné transformacija.

Dr. AZIM MALIKOV - socialinis antropologas ir istorikas, besidomintis jvairiomis tapaty-
bés konstravimo, nacionalizmo, atminties politikos, istoriniy migracijy, islamo ir Sventyjy
gimines linijy Vidurinéje Azijoje ir Afganistane temomis. Jis ypac daug démesio skiria vie-
tos istorijai ir dalijasi Ziniomis apie Vidurinés Azijos visuomeniy praeitj.

Dr.JURIJ LATYS - istorijos moksly kandidatas (istorijos moksly daktaras), Londrinos vals-
tybinio universiteto vizituojantis profesorius, DZordZo Vasingtono universiteto nereziduo-
jantis mokslinis bendradarbis, perkeltasis asmuo i§ Ukrainos. Daugiau nei 100 moksliniy
straipsniy autorius. Moksliniy interesy sritys: atminties studijos, istoriografija, Ukrainos
istorija, sovietiniai ir posovietiniai tyrimai.

Dr. PARVIN AHANCHI - Baku aukstosios naftos mokyklos docenté, Azerbaidzano na-
cionalinés moksly akademijos A. A. Bakikhanov istorijos ir etnologijos instituto vyriau-
sioji tyréja. ,Branobel” ir kity pirmojo naftos bumo Azerbaidzane naftos gavybos imoniy
archyviniy rinkiniy eksperté. 1993 m. Maskvos valstybiniame M. V. Lomonosovo univer-
sitete jai suteiktas istorijos moksly daktarés laipsnis. Tarptautiné karjera: 1996 m. moks-
liné stazuoté Makso Planko istorijos institute Getingene, 0 2008-2009 m. - Viskonsino
universiteto ir Kalifornijos universiteto Centrinés Azijos studijy ,Fulbright Scholar” sti-
pendininké ir garbés nareé.

Dr. HANA BAZENOVA - istorike ir teisés mokslininké. Visuotinés istorijos srities istori-
jos moksly daktaré (Kijevo nacionalinis Taraso Sevcenkos universitetas) ir istorijos srities
humanitariniy moksly daktaré (Liublino katalikiSkasis Jono Pauliaus II universitetas). Nuo
2013-2018 m. - Liublino Ryty ir Vidurio Europos instituto docenté. Daugelio tarptautiniy
konferencijy ir seminary dalyvé. Moksliniy interesy sritys: Ukrainos vidaus ir uzZsienio po-
litika bei politiné sistema, istorijos politika ir atminties politika Rusijoje ir Ukrainoje, Len-
kijos, Rusijos ir Ukrainos istorija. Daugelio publikacijy, tarp ju ir monografijos ,Varsuvos
imperatoriskojo universiteto istorikai 1869-1915 m.: Svietimas, mokslas ir politika, Liubli-
nas 2014 m. oraz Liublinas 2016 m.", leidimy rusy ir lenky kalbomis autoré.
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Dr. ALEKSE] KAMENSKICH - Brémeno universiteto Ryty Europos studijy centro kvies-
tinis mokslinis bendradarbis, asociacijos ,Perm Memorial - Europa e. V.“ valdybos narys. Iki
2022 m. kovo mén. dirbo Permeés aukstosios ekonomikos mokyklos Permés filialo docentu,
tyrinéjo atminties politika Siuolaikinéje Rusijoje, désté visuomeneés istorijos, kritinio mas-
tymo ir istoriniy tyrimy metodologijos kursus. Prasidéjus Rusijos invazijai j Ukraing, buvo
priverstas iSvykti i$ Rusijos. Dalyvavo keliuose trumpalaikiuose moksliniy tyrimy projek-
tuose Brémeno (Hanso Koschnicko stipendijy programa), Mainco (Gerdos Henkel fondo
stipendija) ir Amsterdamo (Atminties studijy asociacijos stipendija) universitetuose. Siuo
metu gyvena Maince, bendradarbiauja su Brémeno universiteto Rytu Europos studijy tyri-
muy centru, rengia spaudai soviety rasytojo ir politinio kalinio Kirilo Uspenskio (Kostsins-
kio) lageryje rasytus dienorascius (1960-1964 m.). Pagrindinés moksliniy interesy sritys:
politiniy represijy istorija buvusioje SSRS, atminties politika Ryty Europoje ir posovietiné-
je Rusijoje, istorinés vaizduoteés figtiros ir schemos politinéje retorikoje.
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Notes on Authors

Dr RASA CEPAITIENE - a historian of culture, senior research fellow at the Lithuanian
Institute of History, professor at the European Humanities University (Vilnius) and senior
adviser at the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania. She is author and
co-author of nine monographs and many academic publications. Fields of academic inte-
rests are Soviet culture and post-Soviet transformation, cultural heritage studies, collecti-
ve memory studies and urban studies.

Dr AZIM MALIKOV - Assistant Professor, Department of Asian Studies at Palacky
University, Olomouc, Czech Republic, is a social anthropologist and historian with wide-
ranging interests in identity construction, nationalism, politics of memory, historical
migrations, Islam and sacred lineages in Central Asia and Afghanistan. He especially
focuses on issues related to local history and the production of knowledge about the past
in Central Asian societies.

Dr YURII LATYSH - Candidate of Historical Sciences (PhD in History), Visiting Professor
at the State University of Londrina, Non-Resident Fellow at The George Washington
University, displaced person from Ukraine; author of more than 100 academic articles.
His research interests are memory studies, historiography, history of Ukraine, Soviet and
post-Soviet studies.

Dr PARVIN AHANCHI - Associate Professor Baku Higher Oil School Leading Researcher
of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, A. A. Bakikhanov Institute of History and
Ethnology. She is an expert on the archival collections of Branobel and other oil producing
companies of the first oil boom in Azerbaijan. She was awarded a doctoral degree in history
in 1993 at M. V. Lomonosov Moscow State University in 1993. Furthermore, her internati-
onal career includes a Research Fellowship at Max Planck Institute (G6ttingen) of History
in 1996, and during 2008-2009 she was a Fulbright Scholar and Honorary Fellow in the
Central Asian Studies Program at the University of Wisconsin and University of California.

DrHANNA BAZHENOVA - historian and juridical scholar. Doctor of History in the field of
general history (Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv) and Doctor of Humanities
in the field of history (The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin). From 2013-2018,
she was Assistant Professor at the Institute of East-Central Europe in Lublin and has
participated in many international conferences and seminars. Research interests are the
domestic and foreign policy and the political system of Ukraine; politics of history and
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politics of memory in Russia and Ukraine; history of Poland, Russia and Ukraine. She is the
author of numerous publications, including Russian and Polish editions of the monograph
Historians of the Warsaw Imperial University 1869-1915: Education, Science and Politics,
Lublin 2014 and Lublin 2016.

Dr ALEKSEY KAMENSKIKH - Guest Fellow in the Centre for East-European Studies
at the University of Bremen, a board-member of the “Perm Memorial - Europe e. V.
association. Until March 2022 an Associate Professor at the Perm branch of the Higher
School of Economics, researching the politics of memory in contemporary Russia,
teaching courses in public history, critical thinking, and the methodology of historical
research, he was forced to leave Russia with the beginning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
He participated in a series of short-term research projects at universities in Bremen
(Hans Koschnick fellowship program), Mainz (Gerda Henkel Foundation fellowship), and
Amsterdam (Memory Studies Association grant). Now living in Mainz, he collaborates with
the Research Center for East European Studies at the University of Bremen preparing for
publication the camp diaries (1960-1964) of a Soviet writer and political prisoner Kirill
Uspensky (Kostsinsky). Main fields of research interest are history of political repressions
in the former USSR, politics of memory in East Europe and post-Soviet Russia, figures and
schemes of historical imagination in political rhetoric.
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Gairés autoriams

BENDRIE]JI PRINCIPAL Visy Zurnalui sitlomy teksty autoriai pateikia duomenis apie
save - vardas, pavardé, mokslo laipsniali, el. pasto adresas korespondencijai, institucine
prieskyra. Teikiamuose straipsniuose turi btiti suformuluotas tyrimo tikslas, nurodyti uz-
daviniai, jvardytas objektas, metodas, aptartas nagrinéjamos problemos istirtumo laips-
nis. Taip pat tikimasi, kad bus nurodomi $altiniai, paisoma citavimo tikslumo, pateikiami
ir pagrindziami tyrimy rezultatai, daromos iSvados. Tyrimo metodologija, teksto stilius ar
diskurso tipas (straipsnio struktira, argumentavimo modelis) yra autoriy laisvo pasirin-
kimo dalykas. Su straipsniu pateikiama: reik§miniai ZodZiai (iki 5 ZodZiy lietuviy ir angly
bei kita pageidaujama kalba); santrauka (pasirinktinai lietuviy, angly, vokie¢iy arba pran-
ctizy kalbomis) iki 2000 spaudos Zenkly.

Tekstai ir ju priedai priimami tik elektroniniu pavidalu (siunciant el. pastu leidyba@geno-
cidlt, ar asmeniskai jteikiant laikmeng; dél iSimciy butina tartis su vyriausiuoju redaktoriu-
mi). Failai rengiami Microsoft Office ir su juo suderinamomis programormis (formatai: *.doc,
*.docx, *.xtf, *xls, *wsd), iliustracijos — programomis, kurios leidzia iSsaugoti medziaga for-
matais: *.gif, * jpg (* jpeg), * tif, pastaruoju formatu - be suspaudimo. Tekstas rengiamas pagal
lietuviskus raSmeny kodavimo standartus, kuriuos palaiko Microsoft Office 2000 ir vélesnés
versijos, Sriftais Times New Roman arba Palemonas, 12 pt dydziu, 1,5 li intervalu.

Optimali publikuojamo straipsnio apimtis - 1autorinis lankas (40 000 spaudos ZenkKly,
jskaitant iSnasy teksta ir tarpus). Jei siilomos medziagos (straipsniy ir $altiniy publikaci-
ju) apimtis vir$ija 1 autorinj lankg, dél galimybés ja paskelbti reikia tartis su vyriausiuoju
redaktoriumi. Minimali publikuojamo straipsnio apimtis - 0,5 autorinio lanko. [ autori-
nj lanka jeina straipsnio tekstas, priedai (Saltiniai, lentelés, schemos, Zemélapiai ir pan.),
iliustracijos, dvi santraukos (lietuviy ir angly kalbomis, o reikalui esant - ir kita uzsienio
kalba, parinkta atsizvelgiant j tikétina publikacijos adresata). Mokslinio veikalo recenzijos
ir apzvalgos rekomenduojama apimtis yra 5000 - 11 000 Zenkly. Kronika (mokslinio jvy-
kio / renginio apZzvalga) rekomenduojamas ilgis yra2000-5000 zenkly.

Publikacijg sudaro faksimilé ar originalo perrasas, grindziamas sistemiskais ir atski-
roje komentary padaloje aptartais principais, esant reikalui - vertimas j lietuviy kalba ir
tekstologiniai bei dalykiniai (istoriniai, kalbiniai ir kt.) komentarai.

MOKSLINIS APARATAS. Genocidas ir rezistencija laikosi toliau aptartos citavimo, nuorody pa-

teikimo ir literaturos saraso sudarymo tvarkos, kurig rekomenduojame musy autoriams.

1. Cituojant lietuviska Saltinj, citata Zymima kabutémis, kitakalbés citatos pateikiamos
kursyvu. Cituojant kabutése skyrybos Zenklas (kablelis, taskas) po citatos raSomas uz
kabuciy, pvz., A aa,b b b" Tik tuomet, kai sakinys ir prasideda, ir baigiasi citata, sky-
rybos Zenklas rasomas pries paskutines kabutes, pvz, ,A a a, a a a.“ Vidinés kabutés
raSomos viengubos, pvz., ,Aaa,bbb'aaa”

1.1. Kai citata yra didesnés apimties negu kelios eilutés, ji iSkeliama j atskira pastraipa.
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ISkeltinés citatos pateikiamos be kabuciy, jos atskiriamos tarpu tarp eiluciy ir renka-
mos mazesniu Sriftu.

1.2. Visos darbo autoriaus korekcijos citatoje Zymimos lauZztiniais skliaustais [aaal.
Pateikiant citata ne nuo sakinio pradZios, ji pradedama rasyti mazaja raide, pradzioje
daugtaskis nerasomas. Kai citata baigiama anksciau nei cituojamo sakinio pabaiga, po
jos raSomas daugtaskis lauztiniuose skliaustuose [...].

1.3 Citatas kitomis kalbomis rekomenduojama pateikti iSverstas j lietuviy kalba. Prirei-
kus citatos pateikiamos ir originalo kalbomis, tada jas rekomenduojama iSversti.

2. Metai rasomi arabiSkais skaitmenimis ir santrumpa m., pvz., 1861 m.; deSimtmeciai
rasomi arabiskais skaitmenimis arba visu zZodziu, pvz., 8-as deSimtmetis arba astun-
tas deSimtmetis, 7-ame deSimtmetyje arba septintame deSimtmetyje; amziai raSomi
roméniskais skaitmenimis ir santrumpa a., pvz., XVI a.; kai laiko tarpas rasomas pil-
nai, tarp arabisky ir roménisky skaitmeny rasomas ilgasis bruksnys be tarpeliy, pvz.,
1815-1831m.; VI-XX a; kai metai pateikiami skliausteliuose, santrumpa m. nerasoma,
pvz., (1900) arba (1579-1832).

2.1. Pilna data gali buiti rasoma ilguoju arba trumpuoju budu. Trumpuoju budu rasoma
arabiskais skaitmenimis tokia tvarka: metai, ménuo, diena; skaiciai atskiriami trum-
pais bruksneliais, pvz.:1987-06-16. [Iguoju budu metai ir diena raSoma arabiskais skai-
tmenimis su santrumpomis m. ir d., ménuo visu Zodziu, pvz., 1987 m. birzelio 16 d.

3. LotyniSku alfabetu rasyti asmenvardziai pateikiami originalo rasybos forma su pilnais
vardais, kitais alfabetais uZrasyti asmenvardZziai transliteruojami j lotyniska alfabeta
pagal Lietuviy kalbos komisijos patvirtintas taisykles. Pirma karta paminéjus pilng as-
menvardj, toliau raSoma tik pavardé, o esant reikalui (kai sutampa keliy asmeny pa-
vardés) - pavardé su inicialu. Dievy, $ventyjy, karaliy, imperatoriy, kunigaiksciy, po-
pieziy, kardinoly, arkivyskupy ir vyskupy vardai tradiciSkai raSomi lietuviskai.

4. Nelietuviski vietovardziai pateikiami pagal dabar nusistovéjusia tvarka - transkribuoti
lietuviskai, vadovaujamasi Valstybinés Lietuviy kalbos komisijos nutarimais. Klaidin-
gai ar pagal senasias normas parasSyti vietovardziai - pagal dabartine vartosena. Su-
trumpintos vietovardziy formos rasomos pilnos. ISimtiniais atvejais paliekama origi-
nalo raSyba, kai vietovardZzio tarimas ir raSymas lietuviskoje literaturoje jvairuoja, turi
sena tradicija arba yra visiS$kai neZinomas, nejtrauktas j Zinynus ar enciklopedijas.

5. Didzigjaraide raSomi tikriniai vardai ir iSskirtine reikSme turintys pavadinimai bei ter-
minai. Jeigu juos sudaro daugiau nei vienas Zodis, didZigja raide raSomi visi ZodZiai,
pvz., BaZznycia, Sv¢. Gailestingumo Motina, Lietuvos Persitvarkymo Sajudis.

5.1. Religiniy bendrijy pavadinimuose didZiosiomis raidémis raSomi visi pavadinimo
Zodziai, pvz.: Romos Kataliky Bazny¢ia, Evangeliky Liuterony Baznycia ir kt.

6. Knygy ar kity leidiniy, filmy, paveiksly, jmoniy pavadinimai tekste raSomi kursywvu, is-
skyrus tuos atvejus, kai pastarieji teikiami iSpléstiniu budu, tai yra su bendriniu Zodziu ar
santrumpa ir simboliniu pavadinimu kabutése, pvz., uzdaroji akciné bendrové ,Sapnas".
Straipsniy, eilérasciy ar teksto smulkesniy daliy pavadinimai raSomi kabutése.
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7. LotyniSku alfabetu rasyti institucijy pavadinimai tekste iSverciami, prireikus skliaustuo-
se ar iSnasoje kursyvu pateikiant originalig forma. Simboliniai pavadinimai rasomi origi-
nalo forma, Kitais alfabetais uzrasyti asmenvardziai transliteruojami j lotyniska alfabeta.

8. I$nasSos dedamos puslapio apacioje (footnotes), numeruojamos arabiskais skaitmeni-
mis; iSskyrus atvejj, jei tekste yra viena iSnasa, ji gali buti pazymeéta zvaigzdute; taip pat
panasiu budu galima iSskirti teksto turiniui nepriklausancia iSnasa, pvz., nuorodas apie
tekste pristatomo tyrimo rémima, projekta, kurio metu parengtas tekstas ir kt. Teks-
te i$nasos zenklas dedamas pries skyrybos Zenklg, pvz, ---%; ,---“% ISkeltinéje (atskira
pastraipa teikiamoje) citatoje iSnaos Zenklas dedamas po paskutinio skyrybos Zenklo.
Straipsnyje ar publikacijoje (jos komentare) taikoma itisiné iSnasy numeracija.

9. Bibliografija (3altiniai, literatiira) teikiama iSnaSose. Kitakalbiy leidiniy aprasas pa-
teikiamas originalo kalba ir raSmenimis; nelotynisko alfabeto antrastiniai duomenys
transliteruojami j lotyniska alfabeta, antrastiniai duomenys kirilica pateikiami origi-
nalo forma arba transliteruoti j lotyniska alfabeta. Esant reikalui lauZtiniuose skliaus-
tuose galima pateikti pavadinimo ar kity duomeny vertima j lietuviy kalba.

Tpauesckuc P, icmuHHas ucmopus Jlumebl XX eexa, BunbHioc, 2014.

[Tracevskis R., Istinaja istorija Litvy XX veka, Vilnius, 2014]
9.1. Duomenys leidinio aprasui imami i$ leidinio antrastinio puslapio ir pateikiami be
sutrumpinimy ar korekcijy.
9.2. Knygy ir kity leidiniy aprase pirmiausia nurodoma autoriaus pilnas vardas (var-
dai) ir pavardé; skyrybos Zenklais neskiriama. Toliau nurodomas knygos pavadinimas
kursyvu; atskiriamas kableliu. Toliau nurodoma leidimo vieta (ne daugiau du miestai),
leidykla ar leidéjas, metai. Leidimo vieta nuo leidyklos ar leidéjo atskiriama dvitaskiuy;
leidéjas nuo mety atskiriamas kableliu. Knygos puslapis nurodomas po mety; atskiria-
mas kableliu ir raSomas po lietuviskos santrumpos p.:

Aurimas Svedas, Istoriko teritorija, Vilnius: Aukso Zuvys, 2020, p. 13.
9.3. Kai knygos ar straipsnio autoriai yra keli, jie nurodomi atskiriant kableliu. Kai kny-
gos ar straipsnio autoriy arba sudarytojy yra daugiau negu trys, nurodomas tik pirma-
sis ir santrumpa lauztiniuose skliaustuose [et al.] Kai knygos antrastiniame puslapyje
autorius néra iskeltas j priekj, néra jrasytas arba tik spéjamas, jj apraso pradzioje gali-
ma nurodyti lauztiniuose skliaustuose; atskiriama kableliu:

Sigita Cernevicitté, Monika Kareniauskaité, Pati kalta? Smurto prie§ moteris istorija

XX a. Lietuvoje, Kaunas: Vytauto DidZiojo universitetas, 2021.

Arvydas AnuSauskas [et al], Lietuva 1940-1990: okupuotos Lietuvos istorija, Vilnius:

Lietuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras, 2007.
94. Jei autorius yra pasiraSes slapyvardziu, jis irgi aprase nurodomas lauZztiniuose
skliaustuose pries slapyvardj; skyrybos zenklu neskiriama:

[Juozas Luksa] Juozas Daumantas, Partizanai, Chicago: ] Laisve fondas lietuviskai kul-

turai ugdyti, 1984.
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Kai knyga ar leidinys turi prasmine paantraste, tai ji nurodoma po pavadinimo ir raso-
ma kursyvu kaip ir pavadinimas; atskiriama dvitaskiu:

Vytautas Merkys, Motiejus Valancius: Tarp katalikiSkojo universalizmo ir tautiSkumo,
Vilnius: Mintis, 1999.

10.1. Kai knyga ar leidinys turi paantraste, nurodancia tos knygos ar leidinio Zanrg, tai ji
nurodoma po pavadinimo ir raSoma staciai; atskiriama dvitaskiu:

bausmeé Lietuvoje 1918-1940 metais: Monografija, Vilnius: Gimtasis Zodis, 2014.

Kai vienoje iSnasoje nurodomi keli to paties autoriaus veikalai, autorius antra ir kitus
kartus nurodomas pilnu vardu ir pavarde:

Tomas Vaiseta, Nuobodulio visuomeneé: Kasdienybé ir ideologija vélyvuoju sovietme-
¢iu (1964-1984), Vilnius: Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademija, Naujasis Zidinys, 2014;
Tomas Vaiseta, Vasarnamis: Vilniaus psichiatrijos ligoninés socialiné istorija (1944~
1990): Monografija, Vilnius: Lapas, 2018; Tomas Vaiseta, Orféjas, kelioné pirmyn ir at-
gal: Romanas, Vilnius: Lietuvos rasytojuy sajungos leidykla, 2016.

Kai knygoje ar leidinyje niekur néra nurodyta leidimo vieta, metai, tai Zymima san-
trumpomis lauZtiniuose skliaustuose, pvz., be vietos - [s. 1], be mety - [s. a.]; rekons-
truota tikroji kontrafakcijy leidimo vieta ir metai nurodomi lauztiniuose skliaustuose.

Kai knyga ar leidinys turi sudarytoja, rengéja, vertéja ir pan., jis, jo pareigos (funkcija)
ir iS kokios kalbos versta nurodoma po pavadinimo tokia pilna formuluote, kokia yra
paZymeéta cituojamoje knygoje, ir raSoma staciai; atskiriama kableliu:
Lietuviy klausimas Rusijos imperijoje XIX-XX a. pradZioje, sudarytojas Rimantas Vébra,
Vilnius: Baltos lankos, 2001, p. 201.
Mindaugo knyga: Istorijos Saltiniai apie Lietuvos karaliy, parengé ir j lietuviy kalba i$-
verteé Darius Antanavicius, Darius Baronas, Arttras Dubonis (atsakomasis sudaryto-
jas), Rimvydas Petrauskas, Vilnius: LI leidykla, 2005, p. 105.

Keliatomio leidinio tomas Zymimas lietuvi§ka santrumpa t. po bendrojo pavadinimo ir
arabisku skaitmeniu; atskiriamas kableliu. Tomo ar dalies pavadinimas rasomas kur-
syvuy; atskiriamas dvitaskiu:
Lietuvos gyventojy genocidas, t. 1: 1939-1941(A-Z), Vilnius: Lietuvos gyventojy genoci-
do ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras, 1997.

Kaileidinys priklauso kokiai nors serijai, paprastai iSnasSose tai nezymima, taciau, esant

reikalui, ji nurodoma skliaustuose pries leidimo vieta: pateikiama santrumpa ser., seri-

jos pavadinimas kursyvu, po kablelio serijos tomas arba numeris; atskiriama kableliu:
The Unknown War: Anti-Soviet Armed Resistance in Lithuania and Its Legacies, edited by
Arunas Streikus, (ser. Europa Country Perspectives, 6), London and New York: Routled-
ge, 2002.

15.1. Kai leidinys turi redakcine kolegija arba priklauso serijai, turinciai redakcine kole-
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gija, redakcinés kolegijos sudétis, esant reikalui, nurodoma pries leidimo vietg; atski-
riama kableliu:
Daiva KriStopaitiené, Kristijono Donelaicio rasty leidimai: tekstologinés problemos,
(ser. Lietuviy tekstologijos studijos, I), redakciné kolegija: Ilona Ciuzauskaité, Loreta
Jakonyte, Kristina Maciulyté, Jurgita Usaityté, Mikas Vaicekauskas (vyr. redaktorius),
Vilnius: Lietuviy literaturos ir tautosakos institutas, 2007.

16. Cituojant antra karta i$ eilés, nurodoma kursyviné santrumpa Ibid. Cituojant antra ar
kelinta karta ne is eilés, nurodomas autorius ir kursyviné santrumpa op. cit:
Aurimas Svedas, op. cit.,, p. 126.
Ibid., p. 29.

17. Cituojant to paties autoriaus daugiau nei viena teksta antra ar kelinta karta ne is eilés,
nurodomas autorius ir sutrumpintas teksto pavadinimas. Jeigu autoriaus neéra, patei-
kiamas sutrumpintas pavadinimas:

Tomas Vaiseta, Vasarnamis..., p. 101.

The Unknown War, p. 52.

18. Moksliniy periodiniy leidiniy pavadinimas nurodomas kursyvu, leidimo vieta, metai,
tomas arba (ir) numeris (kai yra tomo arba numerio paantrasté - ji atskiriama dvitagkiu
ir raSoma kursyvu), numerio sudarytojas (jeigu yra iSskirtas leidinyje) raSomas staciai:

Acta Academiae Artium Vilnensis, Vilnius, 2006, t. 41: §ventuju relikvijos Lietuvos kul-
turoje, sudarytoja Tojana Racitinaite, p. 145.

Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademijos metrastis, Vilnius, 2011, t. 35, p. 213.

Lituanus, Chicago, 2010, t. 56, Nr. 1, p. 10.

19. Zurnaly, laikras¢iy pavadinimas nurodomas kursyvu, staciai - metai, tomas arba nu-
meris, puslapiai. Laikrasc¢iy data nurodoma prie$ numerj trumpuoju budu. Kartais nu-
rodoma, taciau néra butina, leidimo vieta ir leidéjas; dazniausiai tai taikoma uZsienio,
regioniniams ar seniesiems leidiniams:

Naujasis Zidinys-Aidai, 2011, Nr. 5, p. 317-327.

Pasaulio lietuvis, Lemont, 1997, Nr. 2, p. 11-13.

Viltis: Visuomeneés, literattros ir politikos laikrastis, Vilnius, 1913-01-06 (19), Nr. 3
(790),p. 2.

20. Cituojant straipsnius ar kitokius tekstus i§ moksliniy periodiniy, testiniy ir panasiy
leidiniy, Zurnaly, laikras¢iy nurodomas autorius, straipsnio pavadinimas kabutése,
leidinys, kuriame straipsnis spausdintas; leidinys i$skiriamas kursyvu. Straipsnio ar
kito teksto pavadinimas nuo leidinio atskiriamas santrumpa ,in:"

Enrika Kripiené, ,Juozas Sibaila-Merainis®, in: Genocidas ir rezistencija, Vilnius, 2021,
Nr. 2 (50), p. 80-106.
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21.

22.

23.

Tetiana Boriak, ,Holodomoras 1932-1933 m.: Ukrainos genocidas dokumentuose, at-
mintyje ir sakytiniuose $altiniuose”, in: Naujasis Zidinys-Aidai, 2022, nur. 5, p. 13.
Jurgita Siaucitinaité-Verbickiené, ,Zydai", in: Lietuvos DidZiosios KunigaiksStystés kul-
tura: Tyrinéjimai ir vaizdai, sudaré Vytautas AliSauskas, Liudas JovaiSa, Mindaugas
Paknys, Rimvydas Petrauskas, Eligijus Raila, Vilnius: Aidai, 2001, p. 796-809.
Antanas Alekna, ,Vyskupas Valancius ir blaivybé®, in: Vienybé: Savaitinis laikrastis,
Kaunas, 1918-03-07, nr. 7, p. 102-105.

Rankrastiniai dokumentai aprasomi tokia tvarka: dokumento pavadinimas, metrika -
vieta, data, numeris (rekonstruoti ar kiti archyviniame aprase neminimi duomenys
nurodomi lauZtiniuose skliaustuose), po santrumpos in: raSomas archyvo pavadini-
mas, fondo, apraso, bylos, lapy santrumpos - f,, ap., b., 1. Kartu jristi dokumenty rinki-
niai ar rankrastinés knygos nurodomos pagal auks$ciau nurodytus bibliografiniy apra-
Sy pavyzdzius, iSskyrus tai, kad po sudarymo mety jterpiamas archyvo ar bibliotekos
pavadinimas, signatura ir kiti duomenys:

Monikos Aluzaités tardymo protokolas, 1951-01-16 jrasas, in: Lietuvos ypatingasis ar-

chyvas (toliau - LYA), f. K-1, ap. 58, b. 28598/3, t. 3, vokas nr. 6, 1. 6-2.

LSSR Glavlito partinés organizacijos susirinkimo protokolas, 1964-03-17, in: LYA,

f. 7759,ap.2,b.8,1. 9v.

Elektroniniy leidiniy aprasas rengiamas pagal auksciau nurodytas bibliografinio
apraso taisykles. Prieinamy per interneta dokumenty aprase pateikiama internetiné
prieiga, pabaigoje skliaustuose pateikiama véliausia nuorodos tikrinimo data:
Idomioji Lietuvos istorija: Lietuvos valstybingumo istorija nuo seniausiy laiky iki musy
dieny], Vilnius: Elektroninés leidybos namai, 2004.
MingailéJurkuté, ,Du Noreikos: Optinis taikiklis pries titnago kirvuka informaciniuose
karuose®, in: https://www.delfilt/news/ringas/lit/mingaile-jurkute-du-noreikos-op-
tinis-taikiklis-pries-titnago-kirvuka-informaciniuose-karuose.d?id=86454141,
[2022-12-13].
22.1. Antra kartg ne i3 eilés cituojant elektroninius leidinius, vadovaujamasi ankscéiau
nustatytomis bibliografinio apraso taisyklémis:
Idomioji Lietuvos istorija.
Ibid.
Mingailé Jurkuté, op. cit.
Kai rengiant teksta Saltiniy ir literatiros pasitelkta daugiau nei nurodoma isnasose,
pabaigoje gali buti pateikiamas literatiiros sarasas. Jis sudaromas aprasy abéceélés
tvarka ir rengiamas pagal nurodytas bibliografinio apraso taisykles, iSskyrus tai, kad
literaturos saraSe pirmiau nurodoma autoriaus pavardé, paskui vardas; kablelis po pa-
vardés nerasomas.

24. Uzsienio leidiniy bibliografinis aprasas rengiamas pagal lietuviSkus principus.
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25. Kartu su straipsniais ir publikacijomis pateikiamos santraukos (Saltiniy publikaci-
ju apzvalgos), duomenys apie autorius: akademiniai laipsniai bei vardai, institucija ir
miestas bei salis, kurioje ji jsikiirusi, elektroninio pasto adresas.

* %k K

Redakciné kolegija jsipareigoja esant reikalui konsultuoti magistrantus bei doktorantus,
jaunus mokslininkus, rengiancius pirmasias savo mokslines publikacijas.

Visus zurnalo Genocidas ir rezistencija straipsnius bei Saltiniy publikacijas anonimis-
kai recenzuoja du recenzentai. Autoriai su recenzijomis supazindinami tik tuo atveju, jei
tekstai jvertinti kaip taisytini ir recenzenty pastabos pravarcios korekcijoms atlikti. Re-
dakciné kolegija nejsipareigoja teikti paaiskinimy atmesty teksty autoriams. Maksimalus
terminas, per kurj redakciné kolegija priima sprendima teksta skelbti, atmesti ar grazinti
taisyti, yra 4 ménesiai. Sis terminas néra tiesiogiai susietas su publikavimo laiku, nes pas-
tarasis gali priklausyti nuo teminiy numeriy formavimo.

Visus spausdinamus tekstus kalbos taisyklingumo atZvilgiu perzitri ir, esant reikalui,
taiso redaktoriai. Autoriams pateikiami sumaketuoti tekstai elektroniniu formatu ko-
rekturai atlikti ir autorizuoti. GraZindami redakcinei kolegijai teksta autoriai paprastu ar
elektroniniu parasu, arba elektroniniu pastu patvirtina autorizavima bei sutikima, kad
tekstas buty skelbiamas zurnale Genocidas ir rezistencija bei prieinamas per asocijuotas
duomeny bazes.

Spausdinti tekstai ir iliustracijos, diskeliy ir CD pavidalo laikmenos autoriams negra-
Zinamos.

Kilus neaiSkumams dél medziagos tematikos, rengimo principy ar kity su Zurnalo Ge-
nocidas ir rezistencija dalykiniais aspektais susijusiy klausimy prasome kreiptis j vyriau-
sigji redaktoriy.

Redakciné kolegija
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Guidelines for Authors

GENERAL PRINCIPLES. Authors of all texts submitted to the journal provide information
about themselves — name, surname, degrees, email address for correspondence, insti-
tutional affiliation. Submitted papers must state the aim of the research, the objectives,
the object, the method, and the degree of investigation of the problem under study. The
research methodology, the style of the text or the type of discourse (structure of the paper,
argumentation model) are a matter of free choice for the authors. The article should be
accompanied by: key words (up to 5 words in English and Lithuanian, and any other pre-
ferred language); an abstract (optionally in Lithuanian, English, German or French) of up
to 2000 characters.

Texts and their appendices are accepted only in electronic form (by e-mail to kristi-
naburinskaite@genocid.lt, or by personal delivery, exceptions may be discussed with the
editor-in-chief). Files must be drafted using Microsoft Office and compatible software
(formats: *.doc, .docx, *.rtf, * xls, * vsd), illustrations must be prepared using software that
allows the material to be saved in the following formats: *.gif, *.jpg (* jpeg), * tif, the latter
without compression. The text shall be prepared in accordance with the Lithuanian char-
acter encoding standards supported by Microsoft Office 2000 and later versions, using
Times New Roman or Palemonas font, 12 pt size, 1.5 line spacing.

The optimum length of a published article is 40,000 characters, including footnotes
and spaces. If the length of the proposed material (articles and source publications) ex-
ceeds 40,000 characters, the possibility of publication should be discussed with the ed-
itor-in-chief. The minimum length of an article to be published is 20,000 characters. It
includes the text of the article, appendices (sources, tables, charts, maps, etc.), illustra-
tions, and two abstracts (in Lithuanian and English, and, if necessary, in another foreign
language, chosen according to the likely audience of the publication). The recommended
length of the review and the synopsis of the scientific work is between 5 000 and 11 000
characters. ). The recommended length of a chronicle (review of a scientific event/event)
is2000-5000 characters.

The publication consists of a facsimile or transcription of the original, based on the sys-
tematic principles discussed in a separate section of the commentary, with a translation
into Lithuanian and, where necessary, textual and subject-specific (historical, linguistic,
etc.) commentaries.

SCIENTIFIC FRAMEWORK. Genocidas ir rezistencija follows the procedures for citation,

referencing, and the compilation of the list of references discussed below, which our au-

thors are strongly recommended to follow.

1. When citing a source in English, the quotation should be marked with quotation
marks; quotations in other languages should be in italics. When quoting in quotation
marks, the punctuation mark (comma, full stop) after the quotation is placed after the
quotation marks, e.g. Aaa “bbbb”. Only when a sentence begins and ends with a quo-
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tation is the punctuation mark placed before the last quotation mark, e.g. “Aaa,aaa
a.” Internal quotation marks are single,e.g. “Aaa‘bbb’aaa”

11 When a quotation is more than a few lines long, it shall be given in a separate par-
agraph. Quotations presented in a separate paragraph shall have no quotation marks,
be separated by line spacing and set in a smaller font.

1.2 All corrections by the author to the citation shall be indicated by square brackets
[Aa]. If the quotation does not start at the beginning of a sentence, it should be lower-
cased and shall not be preceded by an ellipsis. Where the quotation ends before the
end of the quoted sentence, it is followed by an ellipsis in square brackets [...].

1.3Itisrecommended to translate into Lithuanian any quotations in foreign languages.
Ifitis necessary to include quotations in the original language, it is still recommended
to have them translated into Lithuanian.

2. Years shall be written with Arabic numerals, e.g. 1861; decades are written with Arabic
numerals or the full word, e.g. 1970s or eighties, in the 1960s or in the seventies; centu-
ries are written with Arabic numerals and the abbreviation cent., e.g. 16th cent.; when
a time period is written in full, a long dash without spaces is used between the Arabic
numerals, e.g. 1815-1831; 6th-20th centuries; when the year is given in brackets, the
abbreviation of the word year is not written, e.g. (1900) or (1579-1832).

21 The full date may be written in long or short form. The short form shall be written in
Arabic numerals in the following order: day, month, year, separated by huphen, e.g.: 06-16-
1987. In long form, the day and the year are written in Arabic numerals, the month in full,
e.g., 16 June 1987.

3. Surnames written in the Latin alphabet shall be given in their original spelling with
their full names; surnames written in other alphabets shall be transliterated into the
Latin alphabet in accordance with the rules approved by the Lithuanian Language
Commission. After the first mention of a full surname later only the surname is used,
and where appropriate (in the case of overlapping surnames) by the surname followed
by the first letter of the first name. The names of gods, saints, kings, emperors, princes,
popes, cardinals, archbishops, and bishops are traditionally spelled in Lithuanian.

4. Non-Lithuanian place names are given in accordance with the current procedure -
they are transcribed in Lithuanian, in accordance with the decisions of the State Com-
mission of the Lithuanian Language. Place names spelled incorrectly or according to
the old spelling norms shall be spelled in accordance with their modern-day usage.
Abbreviated forms of place names shall be written in full. In exceptional cases, the ori-
ginal spelling shall be retained when the pronunciation and spelling of the place name
varies in Lithuanian literature, has an old tradition or is completely unknown or not
included in dictionaries or encyclopaedias.

5. Proper names, names and terms with a distinctive meaning shall be capitalized. If such
names or terms are made up of more than one word, each constituent word shall be
capitalised, e.g., the Church, the Mother of Mercy, the Lithuanian Reform Movement.

293



2024 2(56) Guidelines for authors
Genocidas ir rezistencija Gairés autoriams

6. Thenames of books or other publications, films, paintings and companies shall be ital-
icised in the text, except where they are given in an expanded form, that is, with a com-
mon word or abbreviation and the symbolic name in quotation marks, e.g. private lim-
ited liability company “Sapnas”. Titles of articles, poems or smaller textual elements
shall be given in quotation marks.

7. Names of institutions written in Latin alphabet shall be translated in the text, with the
original forminitalics in brackets or footnote, as appropriate. Symbolic names shall be
written in their original form, and personal names written in other alphabets shall be
transliterated into the Latin alphabet.

8. Footnotes shall be placed at the bottom of the page, numbered in Arabic numerals;
except if there is a single footnote in the text, which may be marked with an asterisk.
Similarly, a footnote not belonging to the content of the text may be distinguished in
a similar way, e.g., references to the sponsorship of research presented in the text, the
project on which the text was based, etc. In the text, the footnote mark is placed before
a punctuation mark, e.g. ---1; “---"1. In citation given as a separate paragraph, the fo-
otnote mark is placed after the last punctuation mark. Footnotes shall be numbered
consecutively within the article or publication (its commentary).

9. Bibliography (sources, references) shall be given in footnotes. The description of pu-
blications in other languages shall be given in the original language and characters;
non-Latin titles shall be transliterated into Latin, Cyrillic titles shall be given in their
original form or transliterated into Latin. Where appropriate, a translation of the title
or other data into Lithuanian may be given in square brackets.

Tpauesckuc P. icmuHHasa ucmopus JlTumebl XX eeka, BunbHIoc, 2014.
[Tracevskis R. Istingja istorija Litvy XX veka, Vilnius, 2014]:

9.1. The data for the description of the publication shall be taken from the title page of
the publication and shall be presented without abbreviations or corrections.

9.2. The description of books and other publications shall first of all indicate the author'’s
first name(s) and surname; no punctuation shall be used in between. Next, the title of the
book shall follow in italics, separated by a comma. This is followed by the place of publicati-
on (no more than two cities), the publishing house or publisher and the year. The place of
publication is separated from the publishing house or publisher by a colon; the publisher
is separated from the year by a comma. The page of the book is indicated after the year; it is
separated by a comma and followed by the Lithuanian abbreviation p.:

Aurimas Svedas, Istoriko teritorija, Vilnius: Aukso zuvys, 2020, p. 13.

9.3. Where a book or article has been written by several co-authors, they are listed one
after another, separated by a comma. Where there are more than three co-authors or
compilers of abook or article, only the first author or compiler shall be indicated, follo-
wed by the abbreviation in square brackets [et al]. Where the author is not highlighted,
not listed, or merely assumed on the title page of the book, he or she may be indicated
in square brackets at the beginning of the description, separated by a comma:
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

Sigita Cerneviciuté, Monika Kareniauskaité, Pati kalta? Smurto pries moteris istorija
XX a. Lietuvoje, Kaunas: Vytautas Magnus University, 2021.

Arvydas AnusSauskas [et al], Lietuva 1940-1990: okupuotos Lietuvos istorija, Vilnius:
Lietuvos gyventoju genocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras, 2007.

94.1f the author has signed with a pseudonym, it shall also be indicated in the descrip-
tion in square brackets before the pseudonym; no punctuation is used:

[Juozas Luksa] Juozas Daumantas, Partizanai, Chicago: ] Laisve fondas lietuvikai kul-
tlrai ugdyti, 1984.
When a book or publication has a subtitle, it is given after the title, is italicized like the
title and separated by a colon:

Vytautas Merkys, Motiejus Valancius: Tarp katalikisSkojo universalizmo ir tautiskumo,
Vilnius: Mintis, 1999.
10.1. When a book or publication has a subtitle indicating the genre of the book or pu-
blication, it shall be indicated after the title and shall be written in an upright font, se-
parated by colon:
Sigita Cernevi¢itté, Saulius Kaubrys, Kartuviy kilpa, kulka ir dujy kamera: Mirties
bausme Lietuvoje 1918-1940 metais: a Monograph), Vilnius: Gimtasis Zodis, 2014.
When one footnote refers to several works by the same author, the author is referred
to by his/her full name the second and subsequent times:

Tomas Vaiseta, Nuobodulio visuomene: kasdienybe ir ideologija véelyvuoju sovietme-
Ciu (1964-1984), Vilnius: Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademija, Naujasis Zidinys, 2014;
Tomas Vaiseta, Vasarnamis: Vilniaus psichiatrijos ligoninés socialiné istorija (1944~
1990): a monograph, Vilnius: Lapas, 2018; Tomas Vaiseta, Orféjas, kelioné pirmyn ir
atgal: anovel, Vilnius: Lietuvos rasytojy sajungos leidykla, 2016.
When the place and year of publication are not indicated anywhere in the book or pu-
blication, it shall be indicated by abbreviations in square brackets, e.g., without place -
[s. L], without year - [s. a.]; the reconstructed actual place and year of publication of
counterfactuals shall be indicated in square brackets:
When a book or publication has a compiler, editor, translator, etc., their position (function)
and the language from which it was translated shall be indicated after the title in the full
wording as it appears in the book cited and shall be written upright, separated by acomma:
Lietuviy klausimas Rusijos imperijoje XIX a. - XX a. pradZioje, compiled by Rimantas
Vébra, Vilnius: Baltos lankos, 2001, p. 201.
Mindaugo knyga: Istorijos Saltiniai apie Lietuvos karaliy, compiled and translated into
Lithuanian by Darius Antanavicius, Darius Baronas, Artaras Dubonis (compiler in
chief), Rimvydas Petrauskas, Vilnius: LII leidykla, 2005, p. 105.
The volume of a multi-volume publication shall be indicated by Lithuanian abbreviati-
ont. after the general title and an Arabic numeral, separated by a comma. The title of a
volume or part of a volume shall be written in italics and separated by a colon:
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Lietuvos gyventojy genocidas, Vol. 1: 1939-1941 (A-Z), Vilnius: Lietuvos gyventojy ge-
nocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras, 1997.
When a publication belongs to a series, it is usually not indicated in the footnotes, but,
if necessary, it may be indicated in parentheses before the place of publication: the
abbreviation ser. is given, the name of the series is in italics, and the volume or number
of the series is given after the comma; it is separated by a comma:
The Unknown War: Anti-Soviet armed resistance in Lithuania and its legacies, compi-
led by Artnas Streikus, (ser.: Europa Country Perspectives, 6), London and New York:
Routledge, 2002.
15.1. Where a publication has an editorial board or belongs to a series with an editorial
board, the composition of the editorial board shall, where appropriate, be indicated
before the place of publication; to be separated by a comma:
Daiva KriStopaitiené, Kristijono Donelaicio rasty leidimai: tekstologinés problemos
(ser. Lithuanian textological studies, 1), editorial board of Ilona CiuZauskaité, Loreta
Jakonyteé, Kristina Maciulyté, Jurgita Usaityté, Mikas Vaicekauskas (editor-in-chief),
Vilnius: Lietuviy literattiros ir tautosakos institutas, 2007.
The second consecutive quotation is in italics Ibid. If quoted for the second or more
non-consecutive time, the author and the abbreviation op. cit. in italics shall be indicated:

Aurimas Svedas, op. cit., p. 126.

Ibid., p. 29.
When quoting more than one text by the same author for the second or more non-con-
secutive time, the author and the abbreviated title of the text are to be indicated. If
there is no author, the abbreviated title is given:

Tomas Vaiseta, Vasarnamis..., p. 101.

The Unknown War, p. 52.
The title of scientific periodicals is given in italics, the place of publication, the year, the
volume and/or issue (in the case of a subtitle of a volume or issue, it is separated by a

colon and is written in italics), the compiler of the issue (if written in the publication)
is given in straight font:.

Acta Academiae Artium Vilnensis, Vilnius, 2006, Vol. 41: Sventqju relikvijos Lietuvos
kultiiroje, compiled by Tojana Racitnaite, p. 145.

Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademijos metrastis, Vilnius, 2011, Vol. 35, p. 213.

Lituanus, Chicago, 2010, Vol. 56, No. 1, p. 10.

The title of journals and newspapers is indicated in italics, and the year, volume or issue,
and pages are in given in upright font. The date of the newspapers is indicated before the
issue in short form. The place of publication and the publisher are sometimes, but not ne-
cessarily, indicated; this is usually the case for foreign, regional or old publications:
Naujasis Zidinys-Aidai, 2011, No. 5, pp. 317-327.
Pasaulio lietuvis, Lemont, 1997, No. 2, pp. 11-13.
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Viltis: Visuomeneés, literaturos ir politikos laikrastis, Vilnius, 1913-01-06 (19), No. 3
(790), p. 2.

20. When quoting articles or other texts from scientific periodicals, regularly issued and

21

22.

similar publications, journals, newspapers, the author, the title of the article is given
in quotation marks, the publication in which the article was published, and the pu-
blication is written in italics. The title of the article or other text is separated from the
publication by the abbreviation in:

Enrika Kripiené, ,Juozas Sibaila-Merainis"*, in: Genocidas ir rezistencija, Vilnius, 2021,
No. 2 (50), p. 80-106.

Tetiana Boriak, ,Holodomoras 1932-1933 m.: Ukrainos genocidas dokumentuose, at-
mintyje ir sakytiniuose Saltiniuose®, in: Naujasis Zidinys-Aidai, 2022, No. 5, p. 13.
Jurgita Siauc¢itinaité-Verbickiené, ,Zydai", in: Lietuvos DidZiosios KunigaiksStystés kul-
tura: Tyrinéjimai ir vaizdai, compiled by Vytautas AliSauskas, Liudas Jovaisa, Mindau-
gas Paknys, Rimvydas Petrauskas, Eligijus Raila, Vilnius: Aidai, 2001, p. 796-809.
Antanas Alekna, ,Vyskupas Valancius ir blaivybé®, in: Vienybé: Savaitinis laikrastis,
Kaunas, 1918-03-07, No. 7, p. 102-105.

Handwritten documents are described in the following order: document name, metrics -
place, date, number (reconstructed or other data not mentioned in the archival description
are given in square brackets), after the abbreviation in: the name of the archive is written,
the name of the fund, description, file, abbreviations of pages — fund, descr. p. Collections
of documents or manuscript books bound together shall be cited according to the above
examples of bibliographic descriptions, except that the name of the archive or library, si-
gnature and other data shall be inserted after the year of compilation:
Monikos Altzaités tardymo protokolas, transcript of 16-01-1951, in: Lietuvos ypatin-
gasis archyvas (hereinafter - LYA), f. K-1, descr. 58, file No. 28598/3, Vol. 3, envelope
No.6,p.6-2.
LSSR Glavlito partinés organizacijos susirinkimo protokolas, 1964-03-17, in: LYA,
£.7759, descrip. 2, file No. 8, p. 9v
The description of electronic publications follows the above rules for bibliographic
descriptions. The description of documents accessible via the Internet includes the
Internet access, with the latest date of checking the link in brackets at the end.
Jdomioji Lietuvos istorija: Lietuvos valstybingumo istorija nuo seniausiy laiky iki musy
dieny, Vilnius: Elektroninés leidybos namai, 2004.
MingailéJurkute, ,Du Noreikos: Optinis taikiklis pries titnago kirvuka informaciniuose
karuose®, in: https://www.delfilt/news/ringas/lit/mingaile-jurkute-du-noreikos-op-
tinis-taikiklis-pries-titnago-kirvuka-informaciniuose-karuose.d?id=86454141,
[2022-12-13].
22.1. For the second non-consecutive citation of electronic publications, the rules for
bibliographic description set out above shall apply:
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Idomioji Lietuvos istorija.
Ibid.
Saulius Lapinskas, op. cit.

23. Where the sources and literature used in the preparation of the text are more exten-
sive than those indicated in the footnotes, a list of references may be given at the end.
The list of references should be in alphabetical order of the descriptions and follow
the rules for bibliographical descriptions, except that the author’s surname should be
given first, followed by his or her first name; the comma after the surname should not
be written.

24. The bibliographical description of foreign publications shall be prepared in accord-
ance with the Lithuanian principles.

25. Articles and publications are accompanied by abstracts (summaries of the source
publications), details of the authors: academic degrees and names, the institution and
the city and country in which it is based, and an e-mail address.
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*kk

The Editorial Board undertakes to advise, where necessary, postgraduate and doctoral
students and young researchers preparing their first scientific publications.

All articles and source publications in Genocidas ir rezistencija journal are peer-re-
viewed anonymously by two reviewers. Authors are only informed of the reviews if the
texts have been assessed as being in need of revision and if the reviewers’ comments may
contribute to necessary corrections. The Editorial Board does not undertake to provide
explanations to the authors of rejected texts. The maximum time limit for the Editorial
Board to decide whether to publish, reject or return a text for revision is 4 months. This
deadline is not directly linked to the timing of the eventual publication, which may depend
on the formatting of thematic issues.

All texts to be published are reviewed from a linguistic point of view and, if necessary,
corrected by editors. Authors are provided with the typeset texts in electronic format for
proofreading and authorisation. When returning the text to the editorial board, authors
shall confirm their authorisation and consent to its publication in Genocidas ir rezistencija
and access through associated databases by simple or electronic signature or by e-mail.

Printed texts and illustrations, discs and CDs are not returned to the authors.

In case of any uncertainties concerning the subject matter, the principles of prepara-
tion or any other issues related to the subject matter of the Genocidas ir rezistencija jour-
nal, please contact the Editor-in-Chief.

Editorial Board
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