
Dear colleagues, 

It is my great privilege and pleasure to welcome 
you to the international conference “From bench 
to bed: challenges in cancer care” devoted to a very 
broad number of topics in oncology. It is of utmost 
importance to stress that during this event we are 
celebrating the 80th anniversary of the Lithuanian 
Society of Oncology – just to stress how deep and long 
are the traditions of oncology in our country. I am very 
pleased to note that this event attracted as many as 25 
international speakers from Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, 
Poland, Italy, Belgium, Switzerland, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Austria, France, Canada, the USA, 
Taiwan.

It has been quite a tradition that during the last years 
the Oncology Institute of Vilnius University has been 
organizing meetings dealing with many specialities and 
subspecialties in oncology, such as diagnostics, surgery, 
medical oncology, psychooncology, etc. This time, we 
decided to cover most of the important issues in this 
field, thus allowing a very large number of different 
medical professionals to benefit from this magnificient 
arrangement.

Needless to remind you that in recent years a very 
big step has been made in oncology worldwide: among 
a number of aspects, cancer diagnosis has been armed 
with new modalities we could only dream of several 
decades ago; minimally invasive surgical techniques, 
including robotics, became an unseperable part of 
surgical oncology; radiation therapy crossed the borders 
we ever though we had, and today’s cancer therapy 
enables us to approach cancer with different targeted 
drugs in the light of understanding the newly discovered 

mechanisms. However, there is so much yet to do: some 
oncological diseases are still as fatal as they were, modern 
treatments are a huge bondage to our societies due to 
dramatically increasing costs, stressing the further need 
of cancer prevention and early diagnosis.

I do hope that this unique place in our tiny Lithuania, 
called Druskininkai, in the light of the soft autumnal sun 
will help us to create a truly scientific atmosphere; the 
meeting itself will be a start for new ideas, new thoughts, 
and new steps in our research and practice. At the same 
time, the social program will offer us a true relax and a 
succesfull return to our daily activites next week.

Yours truly –
Prof. NARIMANTAS EVALDAS SAMALAVICIUS
Director of the Institute of Oncology, Vilnius University


