
The “European Union law and Lithuanian administrative justice” should be 
considered as a substantial set of articles, the content of which, raising problems 
and o�ering authors’ suggestions and conclusions, will contribute to a better 
understanding of the law and to the development of judicial practice. Even more 
so, because the interaction of EU law and administrative justice is not a common 
research topic in the Lithuanian legal science. In my opinion, it will also be a 
useful resource for legal studies.

Prof. Dr. (HP) Egidijus Jarašiūnas

For over twenty years Lithuanian administrative justice forms part of the legal 
area of ius publicum europaeum, where various structural changes of public law in 
Europe are being decided. The articles presented by the authors of the book, 
based on the dynamics of the jurisprudence of the Supreme Administrative Court 
of Lithuania, examine issues of e�ectiveness of signi�cant administrative law 
institutes (protection of human rights and EU fundamental rights, protection of 
legitimate expectations, civil service and taxation, etc.), and will undoubtedly 
�nd an echo in the context of recent years’ crises. 

Prof. Dr. Jurgita Paužaitė-Kulvinskienė, LL.M.

The study e�ectively participates in the ongoing discussion regarding the mutual 
relationship between EU law and the Member States, drawing on the example of 
Lithuanian law over a span of almost 20 years. The book is a testament to judicial 
dialogue, as it highlights the interplay between, on the one hand, the jurispru-
dence of the Court of Justice of the European Union and the European Court of 
Human Rights, and on the other, the activity of the Lithuanian Supreme Adminis-
trative Court. This interaction has resulted in fruitful cooperation. This is due to 
the fact that contemporary legal systems have clearly evolved into a multicentric 
and multi-dimensional framework, where hierarchy is signi�cantly less important 
than in traditional monocentric systems.

 Prof. Dr. (HP) Bartosz Wojciechowski
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Foreword 

Dear colleagues,

This collection of articles by renowned Lithuanian scholars and practitioners is 
designated to mark the 20 year anniversary of the establishment of Lithuanian Su-
preme Administrative Court. The articles provide an overview and assessment of 
a development of Lithuanian administrative court system and administrative law, 
as well as insights of its intersection and interaction with the European Union law, 
highlight the points of interest. 

Twenty years is a short period, during which, after the restoration of Lithu-
ania’s independence, foundations of administrative justice have been laid and the 
courts of special – administrative – jurisdiction were established. It is therefore 
the time when administrative courts had to define their place in the judicial sys-
tem, to lay foundations of case-law in the sphere of administrative legal relations, 
the time to build trust in society and recognition of their activity, which is aimed 
at ensuring proper guarantees of the protection of individuals’ rights and legiti-
mate expectations. 

It is my personal experience that this task was an intricately complex one, 
since during this short period of time the legislative branch, scholars and adminis-
trative judges of Lithuania not only had to create the whole legislative base regulat-
ing administrative legal relations from scratch, to apply it, interpret it and reflect 
on it, but in a very short period also to scrutinize and apply yet another level of 
legislation  – the European Union law. This collection of articles therefore aims 
to explore the topics, relevant to the evolvement of a relationship between the 
Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania and other state powers; relationship 
of the Supreme Administrative Court with the European Court of Justice and the 
European Court of Human Rights, both on an institutional level and on the effect 
the jurisprudences of the European Courts have on case-law of the Supreme Ad-
ministrative Court; analyzes and reflects on specific areas of case-law, where the 
impact on the European Union law is clearly felt.

I therefore believe that this publication will not only commemorate the anni-
versary of the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania, but will also be of a great 
interest to all professionals dealing with the EU and administrative law, shed more 
light on the operation of the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania in general 
and various aspects of case-law in particular. 

Gintaras Kryževičius 
President of the Supreme Administrative Court (2017-2022)




