HAYYHBIE TPYAbl BHICWHX YYEBHbIX 3ABEJAEHHH JIHTOBCKOHK CCP
NEAATOTHKA H NMCHXOJIOTHA X, 1969

HEKOTOPBIE TPYAHOCTH YCBOEHUSI BPEMEHHbLIX ®OPM
TFJIATOJIA AHTJIMACKOI'O A3blKA B BbICIUEH
JIMTOBCKOM A3bIKOBOH INKOJIE

3. KY3MHUKAMTE

OBJjlajeHne rpaMMaTHYECKOH CTOPOHOH AaHIVIMHCKOH peyH MpencTaBJ/ser
GoJIbllIHe TPYAHOCTH MJISI CTYdEHTOB-JIHTOBLEB, MOCKOJIbKY IpaMMaTHYecKHit
CTPOM AaHIJIMACKOrO $3blKa CYLIECTBEHHO OT/IMYaercsi OT TIPaMMaTHYecKOro
CTPOSI JINTOBCKOTO $I3bIKA.

OnbIT npenogaBaHUst aHMIHACKOrO f3blKa B SI3LIKOBOM By3e CBHIETEJIb-
CTBYeT B YaCTHOCTH O TOM, YTO CTYJEHTBI-JIUTOBIbl C GO/BIIHM TPYJAOM yCBaH-
BaloT BpeMeHa rpynnbl nepdekra (Present u Past Perfect), 3ameHss ux
B psife ciyuaeB Past Indefinite.

C ueJbio BbISIBJIEHHST H YTOYHEHHS] VKa3aHHbIX BbIlie OINMGOK Ha BTOPOM
H TpeTbeM Kypcax BHJIbHIOCCKOrO rocyaapCcTBEHHOrO YHHBEPCHTETa HMEHH
B. Kancykaca u BuabHIOCCKOrO rocyaapcTBEHHOTO MeAaroruiyeckoro HHCTH-
Tyra OblIa npoBefleHa NpPOBepKa Ha OCHOBe CleLHaJbHO COCTAaBJIEHHBIX Te-
ctoB. B Hell yuyacTBoBaJo yeThlpHaauUaTh rpynn (obllee KOJHYECTBO CTYyREH-
ToB — 130 deJioBek).

Ilesib npoBegeHHs TecTa Ha BTOPOM Kypce — MPOBEPHTb, B Kakoi
CTerleHH CTYyHeHThl oBJallenn BpeMeHHbMH ¢(opmamu Indefinite n Perfect
3a nepBbI rofl o6ydyeHHs B f3blIkoBOM By3e. Llesb Tecta Ha TpeTbeM Kypce
3akJ/oyaJjiacb B TOM, 4TOGbl y3HAaTb, yrJyOGHJHCH JIH 3HAHHUA CTYJEHTOB MO
HHTepecylolilefi Hac TeMe B TEOPEeTHYECKOM IlIaHe H YCOBEpIIEHCTBOBAJIHCh
JIM UX HaBBIKH M yMeHHsl ynorpebJieHHs AaHHbIX ()OpM Ha BTOpPOM romy
ob6yueHusl.

B cooTBeTcTBHH C BblllleyKa3aHHbBIMH LeJNssMH TecT CTyJAeHTaM Mpex-
JlaraJicsl 3 JBYX YacTeil: MpaKTHUYeCKOil — nepeBoja Tpex CHTyalHil ¢ JIMTOB-
CKOro si3blKka Ha AaHIVIMACKHH, H TeOopeTHYeCKHil — KOMMEHTHPOBAHHS YIO-
TpeGJ/ieHHsT BPeMeHHbIX ()OpM B HeGOJIbIIHX KOHTEKCTax, 3aHMCTBOBAHHLIX H3
MPOU3BEJeHNUI COBPEMEHHBbIX AHTJIMHCKHX H aMepHKaHCKHX aBTODOB.

[TepBas cutyalus Gbljla npefHa3HayeHa AJIsi KOHTPoJis ycBoeHHs Present
u Past Indefinite, a Tak:ke Present Perfect !.

Bo BTOpOi#i CHTyalWH CTYZEHTHl MOJXHBI ObUIH YNOTPEGHTb HCKJIOYH-
TesbHO Past Indefinite u Past Perfect, a B Tperbeil cutyaunn Bce Gopmbl
rpynnel Indefinite n Present u Past Perfect.

Future Perfect He BkJloyasicst B Tect Kak peako ynorpebJigeMast dopMa.

TecT cocTaB/si/ici Ha OCHOBE 3HAKOMOH JIEeKCHKH. JI1si CTYneHTOB OH
NpeAcTaBJIsiJl TOJIbKO IpaMMaTHYecKHe TpPyAHOCcTH. B Hero ObLIM BKJIOYEHDI
JHUIIb Te 3HaueHHs M cJydyau ynorpebisenuss BpemeH rpynn Indefinite

! IlepBasi cuTyauHs 3aKMCTBOBaHa H3 y4yeOHHKA aHTJHACKOrO f3blka [UIS 1IECTOro
KJjacca IIKOJ C TNpenojiasaHHeM psda NpelMeTOB HA HHOCTPAHHOM fISbiKe, aBTOPHl
B. C. Xapuronos, E. A. YUem6y.anatos, T. T. [TepeBepaeBa. :
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u Perfect, xotoprie mo mporpamme M3yyaloTcsi Ha MepBOM Kypce SI3bIKOBOTO
By3a, TJe 3aK/JafblBaeTCss OCHOBA IPaMMAaTHYECKHX 3HAaHHH H pa3BHBAIOTCS
BaXKHelllIHe HABHIKH H YMEHHs TIDaMMaTHYeCKH NPaBHJILHOrO 0OGdOpMJICHHUS
peuyH Ha aHrJIMHCKOM SI3bIKE.

Tect 6bl1 maH Bo BpeMst 3aHATHH. Kakablit CTyaeHT MoOJIyywsi mevyaTHBIH
tekcT. [JlJIsi BHIMOJHEHHS] 3aJaHHsl JaBaJsloch IIOJTOpAa uaca, T. €. ORHO
3aHsTHE.

AHasus omu6ok mepBoil yacTH TecTa MoOKasas, YTG CTYAEHTHl HCIIBITHI-
BaloT TpyaHocTtH B ynorpeGienun ¢opm Indefinite u Perfect, cszaHHbIe
T HX CTPYKTYPHBIMH H CEMaHTHUYECKHMH OCOOEHHOCTSIMH.

539 Bcex ctyaentoB (69 u3 130) chesnajiu Te WK HHble OHGKH B o6pa-
30BaHHH JAaHHBIX BpeMeHHHIX ¢opM. CilenyiolnHe OUIHOKH SIBJISIOTCS CaMBIMH
THIHYHBIMH:

1) B ¢opmax Perfect’a cTyneHTH He COIJIaCOBHIBAIOT BCIOMOraTeJIbHHIH
rJarojl ¢ MOAJIeXKAIHM H JomyckaiorT omuOku tuma: He have not cleaned
u | has not had breakfast;

2) B o06pa3oBaHHH BONDOCHTEJbHON M oOTpHLaTrenbHOl ¢opm Past
Indefinite u Present u Past Perfect cryneHTel ynorpe6iisiioT HenmpaBHJABHYIO
OCHOBHYIO (OpMYy CMBICJIOBOrO TJlaroJia, ngesas ouwn6ku tuna: He did not
gave Bmecto He did not give, I have not have breakfast Bmecro I have
not had breakfast, Has he ran? Bmecro Has he run?, Why have not you
clean? Bmecro Why have you not cleaned?;

3) CTyHeHTH HempaBWJILHO 00pasylOoT OCHOBHble ¢opMEl HauGoJiee yIo-
TpeGHTeJIbHEIX TJIaroJioB, HampuMmep: past, pasted Bmecto passed; seld, sole
Bmecto sold; here, heared Bmecro hear, heard u 1. m.

KakoBbl e MpPHYHHBEI CTOJIb MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX OIIMGOK B 06pa3oBaHMH
BpeMeHHBIX (opm?

C omHOH CTOPOHBI, OHH OOLSICHSIIOTCS Pa3/IHYHSIMH MeXKay o6pasoBaHHeM
BpeMeHHHIX (OpPM rJiarosia B aHIMVIHHCKOM H JIMTOBCKOM si3biKax. KDopMmul
OCHOBHHIX BpeMeH JIMTOBCKOrO TIJlaroia (mpocToe HacTosillee, MpoLIejlee
u Oyayuiee) o6pasyloTcsl CHHTETHYECKHM NYyTeM, T. €. MPH IIOMOIH COOTBET-
CTByIOIIUX CY(PODHUKCOB M OKOHUaHHU. BpemeHHble Ke (OpPMBI aHIJIHHCKOrO
rslarosia 06pasyloTCs aHaJIMTHYECKHM nyTeM (xpome yTBepaUTENbHOH (OPMBI
Present u Past Indefinite).

C [Ipyroil CTODOHBI, CTOJIb MHOTOYHCJEHHble OIIHOKH B 06pa30BaHHH
BpeMeHHHIX (OPM OOBSCHSIOTCS METOAHYECKHMH NDHYHHAMH. B nepByio oue-
penb HEeIOCTATOYHKIM KOJIMYECTBOM TPEHHPOBOYHOH paGoOTH, KOTOpast Tpe-
6yercs A1 BBIpaGOTKH HaBLIKOB INPaBHJIBHOrO O6pa3oBaHHSI CTOJb HeNpH-
BBIYHBIX JJISI JIMTOBCKHX CTYJeHTOB (OpPM aHIJIHACKOro rJaroJia.

Uro kacaercs ymorpeG.eHusa c¢opm Indefinite u Perfect. To rpynna
Indefinite He mnpencraBasier 3HauuTeJbHBIX TpyAHocrell. OmuOKH, cle-
JaHHble B ¢opmax Indefinite, cocraBisior Tosibko 14% B yHHBepcHTeTe
H 17% B mneauHCTHTyTe OT OOIIEro KoJIHYecTBa OHIM6OK B ynorpe6JieHHH
BpeMeHHbIX ¢opMm. B ocHoBHOM 3T0 omubku B Past Indefinite, Bmecro
KOTOPOro B OOJIBLIHHCTBE CJlyyaeB CTYAeHTH Hchogab3ylor Present Perfect
uin Past Perfect.

OcraJibible 86% ot o6liero KoJinuecTBa OWKHGOK B yHHBepcuTeTe H 83 Y%
B nefuHCTHTyTe cBsidaHbl ¢ Present Perfect u Past Perfect. Bmecro Hux
GOJIBIIMHCTBO cTyAeHTOB ynorpebisior Past Indefinite usin nyrator Present
Perfect u Past Perfect.

Takoe 6Gonbmoe KoJsinyecTBO omMG0K B ymorpebseHun ¢opm Perfect’a
B MepBYI0 ouepeab OObSCHAeTcs NpPHYHHAMH (HIIONOrHYECKOro MOpsiaKa.
Present Perfect u Past Perfect He HMeIOT MOJIHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBYIOLIMX
HM aHaJHTHYecKHX ¢OpM B JIHTOBCKOM si3blKe. B GoJIbLIHHCTBE cJlyyaeB
dopmam Past Indefinite, Present Perfect u Past Perfect B JsmroBckom

50



SI3bIK€ COOTBETCTBYIOT (POPMBI NPOCTOrO MpOLIEAIIero BpeMeHH, KOTOphIe
B JIHTOBCKOM $sI3hIKe, 110 BCell BEpOSITHOCTH, 60Jiee MHOTO3HAYHKI 10 CPaBHEHHIO
¢ anrauiickum Past Indefinite. Hanpumep, anrimiickum npenJjioxeHusm,
BriioueHHbIM B TecT: The servant did not clean the boots. The servant
has not cleaned the boots. The servant had not cleaned the boots — coor-
BETCTBYET JIMTOBCKOe npensioxeHue , Tarnas nenuvalé baty“. dopma npo-
lIeuIero BpeMeHH B JAaHHOM JIHTOBCKOM MpeIJIOKEeHHH nenuvalé, B 3aBH-
CHMOCTH OT KOHTEKCTa, MOXeT HMeTh TPH pPa3HbIX 3HaYeHHS HJIH OTTEHKa
3HaueHHs] MpOIIEAIIEr0o BPeMeHH, KasKJoe H3 KOTOPhIX COOTBETCTBYET OInpe-
JesleHHOH rpamMmaruyeckoll ¢opme aHrJmiickoro rJaroJia. JlaHHble Tecra
NOKa3aJd, 4YTO CTYAEHTBHI-JIMTOBIILI OY€Hb 4YaCTO He pas3/JH4yaioT OTTEHKOB
3HaueHHs Opoulefwero BpeMeHH. M 3To ecrecTBeHHO, Tak Kak AJisi OGILEHHS
Ha JIHTOBCKOM $I3bIKE OHH HE SIBJISIIOTCS H606XOIIHMHMH B TO BpeMsl Kak
JUisl OOIIEeHHS] Ha aHIVIMACKOM si3blKe OHH YpEe3BblYafHO BaXKHBL. -

C npyroit cTOpoHBI, OMHGKH B yHOTpeGJeHHR BpeMeHHBIX (opM rpynn
Indefinite u Perfect uMeloT MpUYHHBI METOAHYECKOrO MOPSIAKA, a HMEHHO:

1007 Odwee noguvecrnbo

owudor b %
751
J8%
50+ %’:”
25l é 25%,
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| Indesente msgfirmre | JnF;:;:ZTte st Perpent
: N rype Ilhvypc

1 nuarpamma
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Ha 3aHATHAY. N0 aHTJIMHCKOMY SI3bIKYy B JIMTOBCKOH ayJHTODHH He yaeJsieTcsl
JIOJDKHOTO BHHMAHHMsl CONOCTABJIEHHIO ABYX SI3BIKOB: M3y4aeMOro H DOAHOrO;
ynpakKHeHHsi, NpefHa3HaueHHble 1Jisi pabGoThl Haj rpaMMaTHYeCKHM Mare-
pHaJioM, COCTaBJAIOTCH 6e3 yuyera TPyAHOCTell JJIsl CTYAEHTOB-JIHTOBLEB
H T 0O

JIlBe mpeAcTaB/ieHHble AHArpaMMbl MOKa3kIBAaIOT, KAKOH NpPOLUEHT OT 06-
uero KoJidyectBa OMIMOOK cocTabiisiioT omn6kH B Present, Past, Fulure
Indefinite u Present u Past Perfect Ha BropoM u TpeTbeM kypcax Buiib-
HIOCCKOTO TOCYZapCTBEHHOro MeJaroruieckoro HHCTHTYyTa M BuibHIOCCKOro
rocyzapcTBeHHoro yHusepcutera umenu B. Kancykaca.

Huarpamma 1 cBHIeTeJIbCTBYeT O TOM, YTO KaK Ha BTOpPOM, TakK H Ha
TpeTbeM Kypcax BHJIbHIOCCKOro meguHCTHTYTa HauObOJIblilee KOJIMYECTBO OLIH-
60k 6buio caenano B ynorpeGieHuu ¢opmbl Present Perfect: 58% Ha BTO-
poM Kypce H 519% Ha TpeTbeM Kypce OT OOGLIEro KOJIHUECTBA OLIMGOK;
B Past Perfect: 259% Ha Bropom Kypce u 34% Ha TpeTbeM Kypce OT obuiero
KOJIH4eCcTBa OUIHGOK.

1001 Odwee ropuvecmbo
owudox 6%
BT 70%
5% 7%
50-|-
25 -
. _20%
17% 3% ?
a5% %
15% /
00% 0.07% 0.0%5» o’
Present Post Futore Present Past
Indefinite Indefinite Indefinile Perfect Perfect
Il wypc é M xypc

2 auarpamma
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Bropasi qinarpamma nokasblBaeT, YTO B YHHBEPCHTETe CTYREHTbl HUCIBITHI-
BalOT Te e CaMhble TPYAHOCTH: HauOoJiblllee KOJHYECTBO OINMOGOK HaXOAHM
g ynorpeGJennu Present Perfect: 64% ua Bropom kypce u 70% na tperbem
kypce; B Past Perfect: 19% na Btopom Kypce u 209% Ha TpeTbeM Kypce
0T 0611ero KoJMyecTBa OHOOK.

Bropas uactb Tecta, KakK yxke ObLIO CKa3aHO Bblllie, NMpeaHasHavasnach
AJISI TIPOBEPKH TeopeTHYeCKHX 3HaHHUH cryldeHTOB. Bcero 6bu10 110106paHo
BOCEMb HeOGOJIBIIMX KOHTEKCTOB H3 OPHUTHHAJIbHBIX MPOU3BeJeHHH aHTJIHM-
CKMX H aMepHKaHCKHX aBTOpoB. CTydeHTbl AOJIKHbl OB NPOKOMMEHTHPO-
paTh 3HaueHwe M ynorpebsienne Present Indefinite, Past Indefinite, Future
Indefinite, Present Perfect u Past Perfect B 1101uepkHyTBIX npemioxKelHusx.

AHanu3 pe3yJbTATOB MOKasal, 4yTo ToJIbKO 349 Bcex ciyuaeB B Iiell-
uHCTHTYTe W 53% B yHHBepcurere OBUIM CTyNEHTaMH MNPaBHJBHO TPOKOM-
meHtupoBaHbl. OcrasibHble 669 ciyyaeB ynoTpeGJieHHss ONMUCHBAEMBIX TJa-
roJibHbIX (hopM B neauHCTHTYTe U 477, B yHHUBepcHTeTe OBbJIH IIPOKOMMEH-
THPOBAHbI HEBEPHO.

[IpaBHJIBHBIM CYHTAJOCh KOMMEHTHPOBaHHe, HCKJIoyalollee BO3MOX-
HOCTb ynorpe6J/ieHHs1 KaKoH-n60 Apyroii ¢opmbl BMeCTO JaHHOH. B mporuso-
MIOJIOXKHOM CJlydyae KOMMEHTHPOBaHHE CYHTAJIOCh HEBEpPHbIM.

BoJiee BbICOKHMII ypOBeHbh TEOpPETHUECKHX 3HAHHH Yy CTYAEHTOB YHHBep-
CHTETa MOXKHO OOBSICHUTb TeM, YTO B YHHBEPCHTETe IPaMMaTHKa H3yuyaercs
KaK OTHeJIbHBIH ‘acleKT 513blKa, B TO BpeMsi KaK B IeJaroriueckoM HHCTUTYTe
B TeyeHHe IIOCJIENHHX JIeT rpaMMaTHKa H3yyaeTcs B KOMILIEKce.

OcHoBHOH OWHOKOH BO BTOPOH YacTH Tecta HaAO CYHTATb TO, YTO MOJ
BJIUSIHHEM POJHOTO si3blKa CTYJEHTHl MNPHUIIMCHIBAIOT 3HaueHHe MNpoLIeAlero
BpeEMeHH JIHTOBCKOrO TJIaroJja aHIJIMHCKHM BpeMeHHbIM (opMmaM, BHIpa-
JKalolIUM Je{CTBHS, HMeBIIHe MecTO B npoliwioM. KoMMeHTHpDysi 3HauyeHue
n ynorpeGienne Present Perfect, Past Indefinite u Past Perfect, neaocra-
TOYHO CKas3aTh, YTO OHH BHIPAXKalOT JAelcTBHA B npolioM. OcobGeHHOCTbIO
3THX (GOpPM $IBJISIETCH TO, YTO, KPOMe YKa3aHHOTrO COOOLIEeHHs, OHH NepenaloT
JIOIIOJIHUTEJIbHbIE COOOLEHHS] N0 CPaBHEHHIO C JIHTOBCKHM S3HKOM O CBSI3H
JeCTBHS, COBepIIMBUIETOCs B MPOILIOM, C MOMEHTOM peYH HJH O ero OTo-
PBaHHOCTH OT 3TOrO MOMEHTA H T. II.

OctaJibHble ONIMOKH MOXHO pa3sfelHTb Ha JBe TPYMMAL:

1) omubKH, KOTOpble CTYIEHTHl JeJaioT NOTOMY, Y4TO He 3HAloT mnpa-
BHJIHOTO 3HauyeHHsl M ynoTpebJieHHs NaHHOH BpeMeHHOH (OpMBI;

2) ommubKH, HOomycKaeMhle HM3-3a HeyMeHHsl NMPUMeHsTb npaBuia. Yacro
CTYAEHTH TOYHO (DOPMYJIHPYIOT NPaBHJIO, HO OHO He TOAXOAHUT K KOHKpPET-
HOMY cJiyuyalo: Hanpumep, KoMMmeHTHpys Present Perifect B 1pensioxkeHun:
“You've lived here for about forty years, haven’t you, Mr. Field?”, ueko-
topble ctyAeHTbl nuinyT: “The Present Perfect tense is used here to denote
an action which was completed in the past. The result of it connects
it with the present”. ITpuBeneHHOe NMpaBHJIO BEPHO, HO He IHOJAXOAMUT K JAaH-
HOMY CJIy4aio.

M3 Bcero ckasaHHOro Bblllle MOXKHO CHAeJaTh CJIEIYIOIHEe BHIBOAbL:

I. CTyReHTHI-JIUTOBIbl JONYCKAIOT MOBOJIBHO G0JIbIIOE KOJIHYECTBO OHIM-
60K B o6pa3oBaHnu H ynotpebJenuu ¢opm Past Indefinite, Present Perfect
n Past Perfect anruumiickoro rmarousa.

D10 oObSICHSIETCS: a) PAAOM IIPUYHH (DUJIOJOTHYECKOTO M METOAHYECKOTro
nopsiaika, 6) opraHusanued negarorHyeckoro mnpolecca, npealioJaralome
H3yuyeHHe TPaMMAaTHKH JiHIlIb B KOMIIJIEKCe,

I1. Heo6xonuma mnepecTpoiika mnpenofaBaHHs TPaMMAaTHKH, Ipeanovta-
raiomas:

a) u3MeHeHHe CHCTeMbl OOGBbSICHEHMS M 3aKpenJieHHs rpaMMaTHuecKoro
Marepuasia HCXOASl H3 OCOGEHHOCTell rpaMMaTHYeCKOrO CTPOSi POXHOrO S3blKa
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H TPYJAHOCTell YCBOEHHS -aHIVIMHCKOro Si3blKa CTyAEHTaMH-JHTOBLAMH, C YyKa-
3aHHEeM OCHOBHBIX Pa3/IMYMH MEKARY TJIaroJbHbIMH (POpMaMH POJHOTO M H3V-
11aeMOro SI3bIKOB.

6) BbiAeJieHHe T'PAaMMAaTHKH C MEPBOr0 Kypca B OTHEJIbHBEIH acmeKT MpH
OJHOBPEMEHHO} ee TeCHOH CBSI3H CO BCeM KOMILJIEKCOM OOyuYeHHSI SI3bIKY.

o Mockosckuit [oc. ITocrynuno
1learorH4eckHii HHCTHTYT B amnperne 1968 r.
uM. B. W Jlennna

KAI KURIE ANGLYU KALBOS VEIKSMAZODZIO LAIKU ]SISAVINIMO
SUNKUMAI, KYLA LIETUVIAMS STUDENTAMS
; AUKSTOJOJE MOKYKLOJE

E. KUZMICKAITE

Reziumeé

1967/68 m.m. lapkri¢io ménesj Vilniaus Valstybinio V. Kapsuko
iniversiteto ir Vilniaus Valstybinio pedagoginio instituto antrame ir tre-
¢iame kursuose buvo suorganizuotas testas, siekiantis iSaiskinti sunku-
mus, kuriuos patiria studentai, jsisavindami angly kalbos Indefinite ir
Perfect grupiy laikus.

Susumavus testo rezultatus, galima padaryti Sias iSvadas:

I. Lietuviai studentai daugiausia klysta, sudarydami ir panaudodami
Past Indefinite, Present Perfect ir Past Perfect laikus. Sios klaidos da-
romos dél filologiniy ir metodiniy prieZzas¢iy. Be to, klaidy priezastis
yra ir tai, kad pastaruoju metu gramatika déstoma komplekse o ne kaip
atskiras kalbos dalykas.

I1. Reikia pertvarkyti gramatikos déstyma, numatant:

" a) gramatinés medZiagos aiSkinimo ir jtvirtinimo sistemos pakeiti-
ma, atsizZvelgiant j gimtosios kalbos gramatinés sandaros ypatumus ir sun-
kumus, kuriuos patiria lietuviai studentai, jsisavindami angly kalba;

b) gramatikos iSskyrima j atskirg dalyka nuo pirmo kurso. Grama-
tikos déstymas turéty buti siejamas su kitais studijuojamosios kalbos
aspektais.

CERTAIN DIFFICULTIES IN MASTERING ENGLISH
TENSE FORMS IN HIGHER SPECIAL
LITHUANIAN SCHOOLS

E. KUZMICKAITE

Summary

In November 1967 a test was carried out at Vilnius State Univer-
sity and Vilnius State Pedagogical Institute with the aim to check the
second- and third-year students’ knowledge, skills and habits in using
English tenses. The objective of the test was to ascertain the difficulties
the students encounter in learning English tenses.

The results of the test revealed the following:

I. The largest number of mistakes is made in the use of the Past
Indefinite, Present Perfect and Past Perfect. This is caused by some
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reasons of philological and methodological character. Partially the teach-
ing process which does not provide for the study of grammar as
a separate aspect is to be blamed.

II. The teaching of grammar should be rearranged in the following
way:

a) by changing the system of presenting and consolidating the gram-
mar material proceeding from the peculiarities of the grammar system
of the native language;

b) by teaching grammar as a separate aspect in close connection
with the entire material of the English language, taught at every parti-
cular higher school.
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