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Sport w sztuce. Sport in Art. M. Kozioł, D. Piekarska, M. A. Potocka, eds. 
2012. Kraków: Museum of Contemporary Art in Kraków. 200 pp.  
ISBN 978-83-62435-64-7

Michał  Mazurkiewicz
(Polska /  Poland /  Lenki ja)

Sport in Art, published by the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Kraków, presents the 
most recent contemporary art, both Polish 
and international. To be more precise, the 
Museum focuses on exhibiting contem-
porary art of the last two decades. It was 
opened quite recently—in 2011.

Sport in Art was published to accompany 
an exhibition which took place between 
May and September 2012 in the Museum. 
It presents over forty artists and their unique 
perspectives and interpretations of sport. As 
Maria Anna Potocka stated, “The range and 
diversity of the artistic problems that arise 
under the influence of sporting inspiration 
are—even within the narrow scope of this 
exhibition—truly impressive.” 

The world of sport is full of drama and 
pervaded with symbols. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that sport is frequently featured in 
art—in a diversity of guises. According to 
Potocka, “The great applicability of sport as 
an inspiration for artists lies in its potential 
for symbolic reference to human existence.” 
Sport definitely has the power to inspire, 
which is sometimes underappreciated in 
scientific research.

The book is divided into two sections. 
The first part contains deliberations on the 
place of sport in culture and the contempo-
rary world, while the second presents the 
works of individual artists.

The texts from the first part begin with a 
peculiar and somewhat chaotic paper, Sports 
Chorus, by the Austrian Nobel Prize winner 
Elfriede Jelinek. Józef Lipiec in his rich and 
meticulous dissertation Sport and Philoso-
phy insightfully discusses questions regard-
ing the very essence of sport, the structure of 
the phenomenon of sport, and the axiology 
of sport, with intriguing sub-sections on the 
aesthetics of sport and ethical values in the 
world of sport. This is a significant part of 
the book, worth recommending to people 
interested in sport but lacking some theo-
retical background. Honorata Jakubowska 
discusses sport from a feminist point of view, 
and then comes an interview with Jochen 
Gerz—an artist and sports journalist—and 
two texts: one by Lucien Kayser (on Nico-
las de Staël and Harun Farocki), as well as 
Potocka’s general observations about sport 
and the exhibition in Kraków.

The section devoted to the artists is 
generously illustrated with photographs 
and reproductions of paintings; there are 
also comments on their works. One can 
familiarize oneself with numerous interest-
ing examples of the presence of sport in art. 
Different artists put emphasis on different 
aspects and finer points of sport. For many 
of them, football was the greatest inspira-
tion, but other sports, like tennis, boxing, or 
ski jumping, are also present there.
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For Jerzy Nowosielski, sport is just a pre-
text for undressing women and exploring the 
dark side of human nature. Edward Dwur-
nik’s art contains political messages. Mar-
gret Eicher’s prints on fabric show dynamic 
moments in football. Ingeborg Lüscher 
demonstrates passion and fury on the pitch. 
Vlastimil Hoffman connects the footballers 
of Wisła Kraków with a mysterious guarding 
angel. Zuzanna Janin shows the competition 
between a man and a woman. Zdzisław Sos-
nowski presents a ball in different situations 
and serving different purposes. Questions 
of patriotism, propaganda, masculinity, and 
armed conflicts, among others, may be found 
at the core of other works. Moreover, some 
of them provide the observer with a dose of 
humor as well.

The strength of Sport in Art lies in this 
combination of theory and artistic output 

and, definitely, the fact that it is written in 
two languages—Polish and English—is 
a tremendous asset. The book is a rather 
light read, although it initially seems overly 
packed with theory. In spite of the fact that 
the book presents just a tiny sample of con-
temporary artists, this group seems rather 
well selected.

Sport in Art is of interest to anybody 
concerned with the discourse on sport 
and art, and should be on the shelf of any 
scholar interested in either subject. It should 
be useful not only for researchers, but also 
students examining the intersection of sport 
and art. Readers can expect to come away 
from this book with new insights into the 
artistic output inspired by sport, but also 
an appreciation for sport in general. All in 
all, this interesting publication is a solid 
contribution to sports and art studies.


