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ZINIASKLAIDOS FORMUOJAMAS POZIURIS | VAIKO
TEISIU IGYVENDINIMA

Jolita Dudaite, Brigita Kairiené
Mykolo Romerio universitetas, Vilnius, Lietuva

Anotacija

Straipsnyje nagrinéjamas Ziniasklaidos formuojamas visuomenés poziiris j vaiko
teises ir jy jgyvendinima. Ziniasklaida turi galimybe pasiekti labai didele skaitytojy
auditorijg, be to, ji yra svarbi priemoné, besirtipinanti visos visuomenés ir Zmoniy,
atsakingy uz vaiko teisiy apsaugos politikg, nuolatiniu doméjimusi Sia tema. Atliktame
tyrime siekiama nustatyti, kokiais vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimo aspektais ziniasklaida
domisi ir kokiems aspektams skiriama maziau démesio. Atkreipiamas démesys | tai,
kaip ziniasklaida atskleidZia vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimo temas bendruoju atveju ir tada,
kai kalbama apie vaikus, turincius specialiyjy poreikiy.

Esminiai Zodziai: vaiko teisés, vaiko interesai, vaiko gerové, nediskriminavimas,
Ziniasklaida.

Jvadas

Jungtiniy Tauty vaiko teisiy konvencija (toliau tekste — konvencija) - dau-
giausia Saliy priimta ir ratifikuota tarptautiné sutartis, kuria siekiama didziau-
sios naudos vaikams. Konvencijos jgyvendinimas atspindi vaiko reikSmeés vi-
suomeneéje rodiklj. Vaiko teisés yra svarbi Zzmogaus teisiy dalis (Ugus, Dedeoglu,
2016), todél tai, kaip valstybéje jgyvendinamos ir plétojamos vaiko teisés, koks
yra visuomenés pozitris j vaiko apsauga, rodo ir Zmogaus teisiy vystymosi pro-
cesa.

Nepaisant to, kad konvencija ratifikavo ir jsipareigojo ja vykdyti beveik visos
pasaulio valstybés, vaiko teisiy paZeidimai fiksuojami nuolat (Europos Komi-
sija, 2010). Valstybiy dalyviy galimybeés ir turimi iStekliai jgyvendinant vaiko
teises yra skirtingi, be to, jos vadovaujasi laipsniSko realizavimo (angl. progres-
sive realisation) koncepcija (Lundy, 2012), todél jvairiose Salyse vaiko gerovés
pazangos tempai skiriasi. Taciau ne tik valstybés istekliai yra esminis veiksnys,
lemiantis pazangg vaiko teisiy igyvendinimo ir apsaugos srityje. Svarbiausia yra
valstybés ir visuomenés pozitris j vaika, kaip lygiaverti, taCiau pazeidZiama vi-
suomeneés narj, kurio apsauga yra prioritetiné valstybés sritis.
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Lietuva, 1992 metais prisijungusi prie Jungtiniy Tauty vaiko teisiy konvenci-
jos, isipareigojo visomis jmanomomis priemonémis uZtikrinti vaiko teisiy jgy-
vendinima ir apsauga (Zin., 1995, Nr. 60-1501). Su konvencijos atsiradimu i3 es-
meés pasikeité vaiko teisinis statusas: vaikas pripaZintas ne tik globos subjektu,
bet ir teisiy turétoju, pagal galimybes (amziaus, raidos ir kitas aplinkybes) ga-
lin¢iu aktyviai dalyvauti jgyvendinant ir ginant savo teises. Taciau vaiko teisinio
statuso pasikeitimas ne visuomet uztikrina suaugusiojo poZiiirio j vaika pokytj,
elgesio su juo kaita. PoZilris i vaikg yra esminis veiksnys, tiesiogiai susijes su
suaugusiuyjy elgesiu su vaiku, jo poreikiy patenkinimu, galimybe save realizuoti,
vaiko padétimi visuomenéje ir Seimoje (Kairiené, 2013). Nors vaikas buvo pri-
pazintas aktyviu teisés subjektu, pagal galimybes galinc¢iu naudotis savo teisé-
mis, taciau vaiko teises galima jgyvendinti pirmiausia per tévy, globéju teises ir
pareigas. Ne maziau svarbus vaidmuo jgyvendinant vaiko teises tenka kitiems
dalyviams - mokytojams, sveikatos prieZitros ir kity sric¢iy specialistams, Zi-
niasklaidai ir visai visuomenei.

Per dvideSimt penkerius konvencijos gyvavimo Lietuvoje metus vaiko tei-
siy jgyvendinimo ir apsaugos srityje nuveikta gana daug (paminétinas Siy mety
pradzios istorinis jvykis - jstatymiskai buvo uzdraustos fizinés bausmes vai-
kams), taCiau problemy vaiko teisiy srityje iSlieka daug: nepakankamas vaiko
teisiy apsaugos sistemos funkcionavimas, vaiky globos namy deinstitucionali-
zavimo problemos; nepaisant mazéjancio bendro vaiky skaiciaus Lietuvoje, di-
delis vaiky, auganciy socialinés rizikos Seimose, skaicius; nepakankama vaiky
su negalia integracija j visuomene; auksti vaiky savizudybiy rodikliai; ilgalai-
kés sistemingos pagalbos nukentéjusiam vaikui ir jo Seimai trikumas; mazas
visuomenés aktyvumas dalyvaujant vaiko teisiy apsaugos procesuose; nepa-
kankamas Ziniasklaidos vaidmuo jgyvendinant konvencijos nuostatas (Lietuvos
Respublikos vaiko teisiy apsaugos kontrolieriaus 2016 mety veiklos ataskaita,
2017; Valstybés vaiko teisiy apsaugos ir jvaikinimo tarnybos prie Socialinés ap-
saugos ir darbo ministerijos 2016 mety veiklos ataskaita, 2017).

Globalizacijos ir technologijuy pazangos eroje Ziniasklaida turi daugiau gali-
mybiy daryti jtakg Zmoniy mintims ir vertybéms nei bet kuriuo kitu civilizacijos
istorijos etapu, o tai suteikia unikalig galimybe panaudoti Ziniasklaidos jtakg ir
gali, siekiant jgyvendinti vaiko teises (Tobin, 2004). Ziniasklaida turi galimybe
pasiekti labai didele auditorijg, be to, yra labai svarbi priemoné, prisidedanti
prie visos visuomenés ir Zmoniy, atsakingy uz vaiko teisiy apsaugos politika,
jautraus poziiirio j Sig tema skatinimo (Mataityté-DirZiené, 2009; Ugus, Dede-
oglu, 2016).

Siy mety pradZioje Lietuvos Ziniasklaidoje pladiai aptarti tragiski jvykiai,
pasibaige vaiky mirtimis, parodé, kad labai svarbus veiksnys, kartais net nule-
miantis vaiko likima, yra visuomenés démesingumas ir aktyvumas reaguojant

78



SPECIALUSIS UGDYMAS / SPECIAL EDUCATION 2017 1 (36)

j galimus vaiko teisiy paZeidimus. Ziniasklaidoje pateikiamos informacijos apie
vaiko teisiy igyvendinima ir apsaugg iSsamumas, konvencijos paradigmy, prin-
cipy ir nuostaty sklaida turi didele jtaka ne tik visuomenés sgmoningumo Sioje
srityje didinimui, bet ir vaiko teisiy uztikrinimui valstybéje.

Galima isskirti kelis konvencijos straipsnius, susijusius su ziniasklaidos dve-
jopu vaidmeniu: viena vertus, tai galimybé panaudoti ziniasklaidg kaip priemo-
ne plétojant vaiko teises, kita vertus - apsaugant vaikg nuo galimos Zalos dél
ziniasklaidos pateikiamos informacijos, susijusios su vaiku (Tobin, 2004). Kon-
vencijos 12 str. vaikui suteikiama teisé iSsakyti savo nuomone, 13 str. suteikiama
teisé iSreiksti nuomone jam priimtinais biidais. Ziniasklaidos priemonés galéty
sudaryti salygas vaikams aktyviau dalyvauti visuomenés gyvenime, tapti svar-
besniais, nei yra dabar, visuomenés veikéjais, panaudoti placias savo galimybes,
kad vaiky nuomoné bty iSgirsta. 17 str. pripazjstamas masinés informacijos
priemoniy vaidmuo suteikiant galimybe vaikui naudotis jvairiy nacionaliniy ir
tarptautiniy Saltiniy informacija ir medziaga, ypac tokia informacija ir medZia-
ga, kuri prisideda prie vaiko socialinés, dvasinés ir dorovinés gerovés, skatina
jo fizinj ir psichinj vystymasi (Thomas, 2014). Be to, ziniasklaida skatinama
platinti informacijg ir medziaga, naudingg vaikui socialiniu ir kultiiriniu poZzia-
riu, skirti ypa¢ daug démesio vaiky, priklausanciy kokiai nors mazumy grupei,
vaiky su negalia arba vietiniy gyventojy vaiky kalbos poreikiams ir formuoti
principus, padedancius apginti vaikg nuo jo gerovei kenkiancios informacijos ir
medziagos. 3 str. reikalauja, kad, priimant bet kokj sprendima, susijusj su vaiku,
taigi ir tiesiogiai ar netiesiogiai pateikiant informacijg apie vaikg ar jo Seimg,
biitina atsizZvelgti j vaiko interesus, t. y. jvertinti, kokj poveikj vaikui ir jo artimai
aplinkai gali padaryti pateikiama informacija.

Lietuvos Respublikos vaiko teisiy apsaugos kontrolieriaus 2016 mety vei-
klos ataskaitoje (2017) paZymima, kad, vieSinant duomenis apie vaiko privaty
gyvenimg visuomenés informavimo priemonése, kyla dvieju saugomy verty-
biy - vaiko teisés j privaty gyvenimg ir teisés j saviraiskos laisve, apimancios
tiek teise skleisti informacija, tiek visuomenés teise jg gauti, konfliktas, todél
kiekvienu atveju biitina ieSkoti minéty saugomy vertybiy protingos pusiausvy-
ros. Deja, ne visada minéta pusiausvyra iSlaikoma - vaiko privatus gyvenimas
iSgarsinamas nejvertinus tokios informacijos pavieSinimo neigiamo poveikio
vaikui.

Temos istirtumas. Ziniasklaidos formuojamo poZiiirio apie vaiko teises ir
ju igyvendinima tema mokslinéje literatiiroje pasitaiko nedaznai. Ypac retai i
tema aptinkama Lietuvoje leidZiamuose moksliniuose leidiniuose. Sutrikusios
psichikos asmeny jvaizdj Lietuvos dienrasciuose ir interneto naujieny svetai-
nése nagrinéjo Mataityté-Dirziené (2009), ziniasklaidoje pateikiamo teigiamo
arba neigiamo jvaizdzio apie vaikus su negalia poveikij Siy vaiky poziiiriui j save
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ir kitus tyrinéjo Favazzas ir kt. (2017), vaiko, kaip vieSosios informacijos objek-
to, vaizdavima internetinéje Ziniasklaidoje nagrinéjo J. Pivoriené (2009), vaiko
teisiy apsaugos ir teisés j informacija, pateikiamos Ziniasklaidoje, problemas ir
galimybes nagrinéjo daugelis mokslininky (Hammarberg, 1997; Feilitzen ir kt.,
2001; Tobin, 2004; Briar-Lawson ir kt., 2011; Cananau, 2011; Thomas, 2014;
Kus ir kt., 2016; Aroldi ir Vittadini, 2017); Zinomy vaiky teisés j privatuma
problemas Ziniasklaidoje nagrinéjo mokslininkés L. Mardpo ir A. Jorge (2014),
skaitmeniniy platformy vaidmenj visuomenés supratimui apie vaiko teises ty-
rinéjo Swist ir Collin (2017), televizijos akcentuojamus tam tikrus vaiko teisiy
jgyvendinimo aspektus analizavo Warrier ir Ebbeckas (2014), spaudos povei-
ki tévy ir profesionaly poZiiriui j vaiky musimg tyrinéjo Redman ir Tayloras
(2006).

Nepaisant atlikty tyrimy, tebéra aktualu analizuoti Ziniasklaidoje pateikia-
ma informacijos apie vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimg, pazeidimus, apsaugg turinj, ies-
kant galimybiy iSnaudoti ziniasklaidos potencialg ir prisidedant prie tinkamo
visuomenés pozitrio j vaika ir vaiko teises formavimo, jgyvendinant vaiko tei-
ses ir sykiu vykdant savo veiklg ir funkcijas. ISsamiai pateikta informacija apie
vaiko teisiy jgyvendinima ir apsaugg, gebéjimas analizuoti klausimus, susijusius
su vaikais, informacijos apie konvencijg ir jos taikymo principus sklaida, vaiky
jtraukimas j komunikacine erdve, diskusijos, susijusios su vaiko teisiy aktuali-
jomis, biity naudinga visuomenés sgmoningumo ugdymo praktika, akcentuo-
jant santykio su vaiku, kaip lygiaver¢iu visuomenés nariu, svarba. Ziniasklaidoje
aptariamos vaiko teisiy apsaugos temos paskatina visuomene tomis temomis
svarstyti, formuoja jos pozitrj. Tam tikry vaiko teisés apsaugos temy vaizda-
vimas pozityviai arba negatyviai daro poveikj zitrovams ir skaitytojams, beje,
kaip ir tokiy temy ziniasklaidoje vengimas nelieka be poveikio visuomenés na-
riy poziiriui j Sig problema.

Moksliné problema. ReiSkinio atsiradima lemianciy veiksniy, priezasciy,
raiSkos budy, formy ir padariniy analizé leidZia paZinti reiSkinj, ieSkoti nau-
ju konstrukty, modeliy ji suprasti ir valdyti. Socialinio reiskinio - vaiko teisiy
jgyvendinimo - paZinimg aktualu nagrinéti ir moksliniu, ir praktiniu aspektu.
Ziniasklaidos vaidmuo jgyvendinant vaiko teises menkai tyrinétas, ypa¢ Lietu-
voje, todél gilesnis mokslinis reiskinio pazinimas leisty pasitlyti naujy, efekty-
vesniy vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimo mechanizmy, kuriy taip stokoja visuomeneé.
Straipsnyje pristatomu tyrimu siekiama atskleisti vieno i§ daugybés vaiko teisiy
jgyvendinimg lemianciy veiksniy - Ziniasklaidos - vaidmenj per jos pateikia-
m3 informacija, susijusia su vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimu. Kaip jau buvo minéta,
Ziniasklaidos vaidmuo formuojant poZitirj j vaiko teisiy igyvendinima yra labai
reikSmingas, todél aktualu atskleisti Ziniasklaidos pateikiama informacija, susi-
jusia su vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimu, kaip pirmine tolesniy tyrimy ir gilesnés Sio
veiksnio analizés medZziaga.
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Tyrimo objektas - Ziniasklaidos formuojamas pozZilris | vaiko teisiy
jgyvendinima.

Tyrimo tikslas - nustatyti ziniasklaidos formuojama pozitrj j vaiko teisiy
jgyvendinima.

Tyrimo uzdaviniai:

1. Apibendrinti Jungtiniy Tauty vaiko teisiy konvencijoje pateikiamas esmines
vaiko teises.

2. Sustruktiruoti esmines vaiko teises j kategorijy ir subkategorijy med,i.

3. Apskaiciuoti ziniasklaidoje pasirodZiusius straipsnius, nagrinéjancius vaiko
teisiy igyvendinimo temas bendruoju atveju ir turin¢iy specialiyjy poreikiy
vaiky atveju.

Teoriné dalis

Konvencijoje apibréziamos vaiko teisés apima teise j sveikatg, Svietima, Sei-
mos gyvenima, Zaidima ir poilsj, tinkamas gyvenimo salygas, apsauga nuo netin-
kamo elgesio su vaiku. Vaiko teisés apibrézia jo amziy ir vystymasi atitinkancius
poreikius, kurie nuolat kinta. Vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimas ir apsauga grindziami
keturiais konvencijos straipsniais, kurie pagal savo reik§me ir panaudojimo uni-
versaluma prilygsta bendrosioms nuostatoms jgyvendinant vaiko teises, todél
laikomi bendraisiais principais.

Diskriminacijos draudimas (2 str.), dar vadinamas nediskriminavimo tei-
se, garantuojamas kiekvienam vaikui, nepriklausomai nuo vaiko, jo tévy arba
teiséty globéjy rasés, odos spalvos, lyties, kalbos, religijos, politiniy ar kitokiy
paziiry, tautybés, etninés ar socialinés kilmés, turto, sveikatos, luomo ar ko-
kiy nors kity aplinkybiy. Diskriminacija sudaro salygas sukurti jvairias vaiko
iSnaudojimo formas, todél valstybés dalyvés jsipareigojo apsaugoti vaika nuo
jo tévy ar kity artimyjy taikomy visy diskriminacijos rasiy ar bausmiy. Teisé j
nediskriminavima reiskia aktyvia valstybés pareiga uztikrinti visiems vaikams
lygias, vienodas galimybes naudotis konvencijoje numatytomis teisémis. Nors
lygybés koncepcijos turinys negali buti tiksliai apibréZiamas, lygybé yra ir laisvé
nuo diskriminacijos (Craig, 2007).

Teisés | nediskriminavimg jgyvendinimas siejamas su tolerancijos, arba pa-
garbos kitoniSkumui, raiska (Mummendey, Wenzel, 1999; Wojtkowiak, Potac-
zala-Perz, 2013; Fasciano, Keiserman, 2015; Darrow, 2017). Tolerancija reis-
kia atvirg, objektyvy ir pagarby pozitrj j kity Zmoniy nuomones ir savybes,
paprastai besiskirianc¢ias nuo vyraujanc¢iy bendruomenéje (Wojtkowiak, Pota-
czata-Perz, 2013). Terminas ,netoleravimas* vartojamas apibtdinant diskrimi-
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nacinj elgesj. Tolerancija nereiSkia, kad sutinkama su bet kokiu kito Zmogaus
poZiiriu ar elgesiu, tolerancija reiSkia pagarbg ir pakantuma kitaip mastanc¢iam
ar besielgian¢iam Zmogui.

Sios teisés jgyvendinimas susijes su valstybés pareiga identifikuoti atskirus
vaikus ar vaiky grupes, kuriy teises jgyvendinant bitina imtis specialiy prie-
moniy. Nediskriminacijos principas nereiskia salygy suvienodinimo. Kiekvie-
nas vaikas unikalus ir turi individualiy poreikiy, todél kitoniSkumo iSvengti ne-
jmanoma. Kaip atskirg ypatingos apsaugos grupe Jungtiniy Tauty vaiko teisiy
komitetas i$skiria vaikus su negalia, pazymeédamas, kad vaiko teisiy jgyvendini-
mo sunkumai kyla ne dél pacios negalios, o dél socialiniy, kultariniy, fiziniy ar
pozitrio j vaikus kliticiy, kurias reikia Salinti uztikrinant tokiy vaiky visavertj
ir ory gyvenimg, aktyvy dalyvavimg visuomenés gyvenime (General comment,
9.., 2007). Be to, atkreipiamas démesys, kad diskriminacijos pasireiSkimas de
facto, pavyzdziui, socialinés diskriminacijos ir stigmatizacijos, skatina socialine
izoliacijg, kuri savo ruoztu gali sukelti grésme gyvybei ar vystymuisi, o diskrimi-
nacija paslaugy srityje uzkerta galimybe gauti kokybisky socialiniy, medicinos
ar Svietimo paslaugy.

Reikalavimas pirmiausia atsiZvelgti j tai, kas vaikui yra geriausia (3
str.). Sis principas reiskia, kad priimant bet kokj sprendima, susijusj su vaiku,
vaiko interesai yra svarbiausi, t. y. | vaiko interesus butina atsiZvelgti. Pirmiau-
sia tai reiskia valstybes pareiga uZtikrinti kiekvienam jos jurisdikcijoje esan-
¢iam vaikui jo gerovei biiting apsauga ir globa per vaiko tévy ar globéjy teises ir
pareigas vaikui.

Skirtingai nuo vaiko poreikiy, vaiko interesy turinys teisés aktuose néra api-
bréziamas, kadangi vaiko interesai turi buti nustatomi kiekvienu atveju indivi-
dualiai. Vaiko poreikiai ir interesai susije, taciau néra tapatis. Interesai yra pla-
tesné sgvoka negu poreikiai, kadangi apibrézia ne tik butinas vaiko gyvenimo
salygas, bet ir apima vaiko raidos bei saviraiSkos galimybes ateityje (Kairiené,
Jekaityte, 2010). Todél priimant sprendima, susijusj su vaiku, vaiky grupe ar
vaikais apskritai, biitina uztikrinti, kad vaiko interesai biity nustatyti, jvertinti ir
kad buty priimtas sprendimas, geriausiai atitinkantis vaiko interesus. Interesy
vertinimo procedura turi apimti sprendimo poveikj vaikui Siuo metu ir ateityje.

Interesy turinj paprastai sudaro objektyvios ir subjektyvios prielaidos (Kai-
riené, 2013). Objektyvias prielaidas galima numatyti kaip bendras, kiekvieno
vaiko augimui ir vystymuisi biitinas salygas, atspindincias jo poreikius - svei-
ka ir saugi aplinka, asmens nelie¢iamybé, stipris socialiniai rysiai (su tévais,
artimaisiais, draugais), galimybé mokytis, ilsétis, zaisti, lavinti gebéjimus, ak-
tualizuoti save, iSsaugoti Zmogiskajj oruma, laisvai reiksti paziiiras ir pan. Ta-
¢iau kiekvieno asmens unikalumas lemia tik jam budingg interesy turinj, kuris
priklauso nuo konkreciy asmeniniy ir aplinkos savybiy, o juos nustatyti galima
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tik aktyviai dalyvaujant paciam vaikui, t. y. jam i§sakant savo nuomone, kuri ir
sudaro subjektyvias intereso nustatymo prielaidas. Jei nustatant vaiko intereso
turinj vaikui nesudaroma galimybé iSsakyti savo nuomonés arba jo nuomoné
prieStarauja jo interesams, tuomet vaiko intereso turinys grindZiamas objekty-
viuoju interesu, t. y. nustatomi tik vaiko poreikiai, visiSkai neatspindintys inte-
resy.

Atskirai akcentuojami atvejai, kai j vaiko interesus turi buti atsizvelgiama
pirmiausia. Svarstant vaiko atskyrimo nuo tévy klausimus galioja bendra nuos-
tata, kad vaiko negalima atskirti nuo tévy pries jo valig, taigi valstybés dalyvés
privalo gerbti vaiko teise palaikyti asmeninius rysius ir nuolat tiesiogiai ben-
drauti su abiem tévais, iSskyrus tuos atvejus, kai toks atskyrimas yra biitinas
dél vaiko interesy. Vertinant tévy atsakomybe uz vaiko aukléjimg ir vystymasi,
svarstoma, ar tévy priimami sprendimai, susije su vaiku, atitinka geriausius
vaiko interesus. Sprendziant klausimus dél vaiko, neturincio galimybés augti
savo Seimoje, specialios apsaugos ir paramos, pirmiausia atsizvelgiama j vaiko
interesus - pavyzdZziui, ieSkant vaikui globéjy Seimos, turi biiti vadovaujamasi
nuostata, kad Seima turi tikti vaikui, t. y. atitikty vaiko poreikius ir interesus.
Sprendziant klausimg dél vaiko jvaikinimo, pirmiausia turi buti atsizvelgiama j
vaiko interesus. [vaikinimo atveju Lietuvoje galioja imperatyvus reikalavimas:
kai jvaikinamas deSimties mety sulaukes vaikas, biitinas jo rasytinis sutikimas.
Sutikima vaikas duoda teismui, be $io sutikimo jvaikinti vaiko negalima (Zin.,
2000, Nr. 74-2262).

Geriausiy vaiko interesy jgyvendinimas susideda i$ interesy nustatymo ir
vertinimo (General comment, 14.., 2013). Bitina salyga, vertinant geriausius
vaiko interesus, nustatyti, koks yra vaiko poZilris j nagrinéjamg klausimg,
jvertinti vaiko individualuma (lytis, lytiné orientacija, tautybé, tam tikros religi-
jos iSpazinimas, paZziliros, asmeninés savybeés), galimybe vaikui gyventi Seimoje
ar palaikyti rySius su artimaisiais, globa, apsauga ir sauguma, vaiko padéties
pazeidZiamuma, vaiko teisés j sveikatg uztikrinimg, teisés mokytis uZtikrinima.

Vaiko teisé j gyvybe ir didZziausia galimybé gyventi bei vystytis (6 str.).
Sis principas grindZiamas holistiniu poZiiiriu j vaiko vystymasi, suprantant jj
kaip visa apimantj fizinj, protinj, dvasinj, psichologinj, dorovinj ir socialinj pro-
cesa. Atsakomybé uz salygy visapusiskai vaikg vystyti sudaryma tenka vaiko
tévams (globéjams) ir valstybei. Valstybés atsakomybé apima fiziniy, ekonomi-
niy, socialiniy, psichologiniy, medicininiy, kultiriniy, politiniy, teisiniy ir kito-
kiy vaiko vystymosi prielaidy sudaryma. Tévy atsakomybé susijusi su valstybés
teikiamy galimybiy pasirinkimu ir panaudojimu pagal vaiko poreikius ir intere-
sus bei tinkamy vaiko vystymosi sglygy sudarymu Seimos aplinkoje.

Be to, pagal konvencijos jgyvendinimo koncepcijg laikoma, kad geriausios
prielaidos vystyti sveikg vaikg yra sudaromos Seimoje. Tai reiSkia, kad Seimos

83



SPECIALUSIS UGDYMAS / SPECIAL EDUCATION 2017 1 (36)

struktiira ir funkcionavimas atitinka geriausias visapusi$ko vaiko vystymosi s3-
lygas. Tais atvejais, kai dél tam tikry aplinkybiy sutrinka Seimos funkcionavimas
(vykstant pokyciams Seima neislaiko savo struktiiros, Seimos nariai neatlieka
savo vaidmeny, Seimos aplinka tampa nesaugi vaikui, kelia grésme vaiko sau-
gumui ar gyvybei), ieSkant alternatyvios globos vaikui, Seimos institutas iSlieka
prioritetinis, t. y. pirmiausia ieSkoma globéjy Seimos, kuri sudaryty tinkamas
vaiko vystymosi sglygas ir patenkinty vaiko poreikius bei interesus.

VisapusiSky vaiko vystymosi prielaidy jgyvendinimas jmanomas tik rodant
pagarba Zmogiskajam orumui, nesvarbu, ar jos yra orientuotos j pasirengimag
ateiCiai - suaugusiojo gyvenimui, ar dabarciai. Svarbia vaiko teisiy jgyvendini-
mo salyga tampa pozitrio j vaikg, kaip lygiavertj saveikos dalyvij, formavimas,
akcentuojant visy saveikos nariy lygybés, pagarbos jiems ir orumo pripazini-
mo biitinuma. ,Zmogaus gyvybé ir jo orumas sudaro asmenybés vientisuma,
reiskia Zmogaus esme. Gyvybé ir orumas yra neatimamos Zmogaus savybeés,
todél negali buti traktuojamos atskirai“ (Spruogis, 2002, p. 52). Asmens oru-
mas, kaip individualus socialinis vertingumas, grindZziamas nuostata, kad Zmo-
gus yra socialiné butybé, kuri, bendraudama ir bendradarbiaudama su kitais
visuomenés nariais, vystosi ir ugdosi kaip asmenybé (Venckiené, 2011). Taigi
teisé | Zmogaus orumg apima pareiga gerbti Zmogaus teise j savirealizacijg, nes
kiekvieno Zmogaus unikalumas gali pasireiksti tik tada, kai yra tinkamos saly-
gos vystytis ir tobuléti. Todél vaiko visapusiSko vystymosi salygos turi atitikti
ir vaiko saviraiSkai tinkamas salygas, grindziamas vaiko orumo ir besglygisko
vertingumo pripaZinimu.

Be to, Sis principas glaudZiai susijes su vaiko teisés j mokymasi jgyvendini-
mu - mokymosi salygos turi atitikti vaiko poreikius ir interesus, uztikrinti biiti-
ny gyvenimisky jgudziy ugdymasi, sudaryti galimybe naudotis savo teisémis ir
lavinti vaiko talentus ir gabumus. Vaikui visapusiskai vystantis svarbios ne tik
ugdymosi salygos, bet ir ugdymosi turinys, grindziamas ZmogiSkosiomis verty-
bémis.

Vaiko teisé j visapusiska vystymasi reiskia ne tik tinkamy sglygy sudaryma
vystyti vaiko fizines, protines, dvasines, dorovines ir socialines galias, atitinkan-
Cias besivystancio vaiko gebéjimus, bet ir jo apsaugos nuo bet kokio smurto,
Zeminancio elgesio, fiziniy ir kitokiy vaiko oruma Zeminanciy bausmiy uztikri-
nima.

Pagarba vaiko paziaroms (12 str.) pabreézia vaiko, kaip aktyvaus teisés su-
bjekto, statusa, galincio aktyviai dalyvauti priimant su juo susijusius sprendi-
mus. Taip vaikas pripazjstamas kaip visavertis Zzmogus, turintis teise iSreiksti
savo paziuras, kurioms turi buti skiriama démesio ir j kurias butina atsizvelgti.
Amziaus riba, nuo kada vaikas turi teise reiksti savo paziiiras, néra nustatyta.
Ji turi buti garantuojama visais su vaiku susijusiais atvejais ir taikytina spren-
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dZiant visus klausimus, jei tiktai tie klausimai gali konkreciai dominti vaikg arba
daryti poveikj jo gyvenimuli ir vystymuisi.

Suaugusiy zmoniy, visy pirma tévy, pareiga yra dométis vaiko pazitiromis ir
deramai j jas atsizvelgti. Todél turéty buti skiriamas démesys reikiamoms prie-
moneéms, skatinan¢ioms vaiko teise reiksti savo pazilras, turi biiti sukurti biidai
ir mechanizmai, sudarantys galimybes vaikams laisvai iSreiksti savo paZzitras,
kad jiems nebiity daromas joks spaudimas, suvarzymas ar jtaka, galintys sukliu-
dyti reiksti pazitras ar netgi to tiesiog reikalauti.

Sudaryti salygas vaikui i$sakyti savo nuomone néra sudétinga. Ta¢iau nuo-
moneés iSklausymas pats savaime neturéty biti tikslas, o tik pirmas Zingsnis su-
darant galimybes vaikui tapti aktyviu santykio dalyviu. Kitas zingsnis - skirti
tinkamg démesj vaiko pazitroms, t. y. jvertinus vaiko nuomone, atstovaujant
vaikui, priimti jj tenkinancius sprendimus. Tiriant, kaip vaiky teises suvokia
patys vaikai, nustatyta, kad vaiky pozitriu teisé dalyvauti yra viena svarbiausiy
teisiy: vaikai nori dalyvauti ir iSreiksti savo nuomone tuomet, kai priimami visi
su jais asmeniskai susije sprendimai - pradedant iSsilavinimu ir baigiant bal-
savimo teise (Vaiky teisés - kaip jas suvokia vaikai, 2011).

Si teise dar vadinama vaiko dalyvavimo teise, kurios tikslas - suteikti
vaikui galimybe aktyviai dalyvauti Seimos ir visuomenés gyvenime. Daugelyje
valstybiy skatinamas vaiky dalyvavimas visuomenés gyvenime, t. y. politinis
dalyvavimas, atstovaujant vaiky interesams, kai vaiky dalyvavimas yra ne kon-
kretaus vaiko pareiSkimas, bet per tarpusavio priklausomybe pasireiskiantis
pripazinimas ir pagarba vaiko pozitriui ir patirciai (Fitzgerald, Graham, Smith,
Taylor, 2010). Atstovavimas blina visa apimantis tik tada, kai skatina atskirties
grupes iSreiksti savo pozicija (Thomas, 2007), todél vaiko teisés iSsakyti savo
nuomone jgyvendinimo ir atstovavimo tai nuomonei poziiriu svarbu ne tik pri-
pazinti vaiky tarpusavio priklausomybe, bet ir jy specifiSkumg, kitoniskumg,
aktyviai jtraukti j procesa jvairias vaiky grupes - tautiniy mazumy, pabégéliy,
vaiky su negalia ir pan.

Tyrimo metodologija

Siekiant nustatyti Ziniasklaidos formuojama poZitirj j vaiko teisiy jgyvendini-
ma, analizei pasirinktas naujieny portalas , Delfi“ - kaip skaitomiausias Lietuvos
portalas (remiantis statistiniais duomenimis ir lyginant su kitais dienras¢iais,
»Delfi“ portale kasdien apsilankoma daugiausia karty (Gemius, 2017)). [Sanali-
zuoti naujieny portale paskelbti straipsniai.

Straipsniy imtis. Atsizvelgiant j tai, kad tendencijos Ziniasklaidoje greitai
keiciasi, ir norint analizuoti $iuo metu aktualig informacijg, renkantis straips-
nius nuspresta imti paskutiniy vieny mety pjuvi. IS visy per paskutinius metus
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(nuo 2016 m. rugpjucio mén. iki 2017 m. liepos mén.) portale , Delfi“ publikuoty
straipsniy buvo atrinkti tie straipsniai, kuriuose vienaip ar kitaip buvo uZsime-
nama apie vaiko teisiy ijgyvendinima ar vaiko teisiy apsauga. Atrinktieji straips-
niai buvo parsisiysti i$ interneto puslapio ir naudojami juos analizuojant.

Duomeny analizés metodas. Norint pasiekti iSkeltg tiksla, pasirinktas kie-
kybinés turinio analizés metodas. Atlikus teorine Jungtiniy Tauty vaiko teisiy
konvencijos analize, iSskirtos keturios pagrindinés kategorijos, nusakancios
vaiko teisiy jgyvendinima ir apsauga. Sios keturios kategorijos grindZiamos
keturiais konvencijos straipsniais, kurie savo reikSme ir panaudojimo univer-
salumu prilygsta bendrosioms nuostatoms jgyvendinant vaiko teises, todél
laikomi bendraisiais principais: tai teisé gyventi ir sveikai vystytis, nediskrimi-
navimas, vaiko gerové, pagarba vaiko pazitiroms. Keturios pagrindinés katego-
rijos suskirstytos j smulkesnes subkategorijas, nusakancias keturiy bendryjy
vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimo principy sudedamasias dalis. Taip sudarytas teorinis
kategorijy medis. Remiantis teoriniu kategorijy medziu atrinktuose naujieny
portalo ,Delfi“ straipsniuose buvo ieSkoma, ar tam tikros subkategorijos, i$ ku-
riy susideda pagrindinés kategorijos, buvo paminétos straipsniuose ir, jei buvo
paminétos, kiek karty. Tekstuose ieskant subkategorijy paminéjimo daznumo
buvo atsizvelgiama | lietuviy kalbos vartojimo désningumus: sinonimuy, skir-
tingy terminy, posakiy jvairove ir pan. Subkategorijy paieska buvo atliekama
dviem pjiviais: su vaikais, turinciais specialiyjy poreikiy, ir bendruoju atveju.
Analizuojant vaiky, turin¢iy specialiyjy poreikiy, tematika, pirmiausia buvo at-
rinkti straipsniai, kuriuose kalbama apie vaikus, turincius specialiyjy poreikiy
(arba vaikus su negalia). Atrinkus vaiky, turinciy specialiyjy poreikiy, temati-
kos straipsnius, subkategorijy paieska buvo vykdoma tokiu paciu biadu kaip ir
bendruoju atveju.

Duomeny analizés jrankis. Teksto analizei atlikti panaudota R programa-
vimo kalba (R Studio 3.3.2). Sukurtas programinis kodas, leidziantis teksty ma-
syvuose atlikti jvairiy pjuviy ZodZiy paieska.

Etika. Etikos problemos tyrime nebuvo aktualios, nes nagrinéjami viesai
prieinami straipsniai.

Tyrimo rezultatai

Apibendrinus teorine Jungtiniy Tauty vaiko teisiy konvencijos analize, suda-
rytas kategorijy medis, glaustai nusakantis esmingiausius vaiko teisiy igyvendi-
nimo ir apsaugos aspektus (Zr. lentele).
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Lentelé

Kategorijuy medis, nusakantis esmingiausius vaiko teisiy igyvendinimo
ir apsaugos aspektus. Naujieny portale ,Delfi“ rasty straipsniy, kuriuose
paminétos kategorijy medyje isskirtos subkategorijos, skaicius

Vaikuy, turinciy
Bendras vaiko specialiuju
Kategorija Subkategorija teisiy atvejuy poreikiu,
skaicius teisiy atvejy
skaicius

Fizinis vystymasis 69 (12,2 %) 5 (10,0 %)
Protinis vystymasis 0 0
Dvasinis vystymasis 2 (0,4 %) 0
Psichologinis vystymasis 24 (4,2 %) 0
Emocinis vystymasis 30 (5,3 %) 6 (12,0 %)
Dorovinis vystymasis 0 0

Teisé gyventi |Socialinis vystymasis 0 0

ir sveikai vy- | Gyvenimas §eimoje 2 (0,4 %) 0

stytis Pagarba ?mogis$kajam orumui 45 (8,0 %) 5 (10,0 %)
RuosSimas ateiciai (pasirengimas |2 (0,4 %) 2 (4,0 %)
suaugusiojo gyvenimui)
Gyvenimas dabar 87 (15,4 %) 4 (8,0 %)
Apsauga nuo smurto 419 (74,1 %) 35 (70,0 %)
Gebéjimy vystymas / lavinimas 9 (1,6 %) 2 (4,0 %)
Vaiko poreikiai 6 (1,1 %) 0

Nediskrim- | Pagarba kitoniskumui 1 (0,2 %) 0

inavimas

(vaiko, jo Tolerancija 8 (1,4 %) 0

tévy, globéjy, | pakantumas 8 (1,4 %) 1(2,0 %)

$eimos na-

riy) Lygios galimybés 10 (1,8 %) 0

Vaiko gerové Vaiko individualumas 3 (0,52 %) 0
Vaiko interesai 20 (3,5 %) 0
Galimybé laisvai reiksti savo 4 (0,72 %) 0
pazitiras
Vaiko iSklausymas 1 (0,22 %) 0

E;gvzrii(o Atsizvelgimas j vaiko nuomone 3 (0,52 %) 0

paiiiroms Pareiga suzinoti vaiko paZiuras 0 0
Vaiko dalyvavimas priimant 0 0
sprendimus
Rengimas atsakingam gyvenimui |0 0
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Lenteléje pateiktas naujieny portale ,Delfi“ rasty straipsniy, kuriuose pami-
nétos kategoriju medyje isskirtos subkategorijos, skaicius. Rezultatai pateikia-
mi dviem biidais - bendruoju vaiko teisiy srities atveju, kai nurodytas skaicius
straipsniy, kuriuose vienaip ar kitaip paminéta subkategorija, ir vaiky, turinciy
specialiyjy poreikiy, teisiy atveju, t. y. iesSkota straipsniy, kuriuose paminéta
tam tikra subkategorija, ir tokiy straipsniy, kuriuose aptariama vaiky, turin-
Ciy specialiujy poreikiy, tematika. Analizuojant nebuvo atsizZvelgiama j tai, kiek
karty tam tikra subkategorija straipsnyje minima. NeatsiZvelgiama ir j tai, ko-
kiomis aplinkybémis subkategorija yra minima. Fiksuotas tik pats paminéjimo
atvejis. Kad biity lengviau palyginti rezultatus bendruoju vaiko teisiy atveju ir
vaiky, turinciy specialiyjy poreikiy, teisiy atveju, pateikiama procentiné skaiciy
iSraiSka. Procentai skaic¢iuoti nuo viso vaiko teisiy srities straipsniy skaiciaus ir
nuo viso vaiky, turin¢iy specialiyjy poreikiuy, teisiy srities straipsniy skaiciaus.
I§ viso rasti 566 per metus naujieny portale , Delfi“ publikuoti straipsniai, susije
su vaiko teisiy apsaugos tematika, tarp jy yra 50 straipsniy, susijusiy su vaiky,
turinciy specialiyjy poreikiy, problematika. Kaip matyti, vaiko teisiy apsaugos
sritj nagrinéjanciuose straipsniuose specialiyjy poreikiy turinciy vaiky temati-
ka prisimenama nedaZnai.

Perzvelgus ,Delfi“ tekstyno analizés rezultatus matyti, kad i$ visy keturiy
kategorijuy, jvardijanciy bendruosius vaiko teisiy principus, portale dazniausiai
nagrinéjama vaiko teisé sveikai gyventi ir vystytis. Maziausiai démesio tenka
vaiko teisiy principui pagarba vaiko paZzitiroms - straipsniy, bent minimaliai
aptarianciy pagarbos vaiko pazitiroms tema, yra vos vienas kitas.

| bendryjy vaiko teisiy principy nagrinéjima Ziniasklaidoje pazvelgus per
vaiky, turinciy specialiyjy poreikiy, tematikos prizme matyti, kad, nagrinéjant
vaiky, turinciy specialiyjy poreikiy, teisiy temas, i§ esmés apsiribojama tik teisés
sveikai gyventi ir vystytis principu. Kiti trys principai vaiky, turin¢iy specialiyjy
poreikiy, atveju visai arba beveik visai neminimi - rastas vienintelis straipsnis,
kuriame uZsimenama apie nediskriminavimo principo jgyvendinima.

Analizuojant Ziniasklaidoje paminétus vaiko teisy jgyvendinimo principus
detaliau matyti, kad, aptariant teisés gyventi ir sveikai vystytis principus, abso-
liuti dauguma straipsniy nagrinéja apsaugos nuo smurto problemas (net 419 is
566 straipsniy). Dazniausiai tai yra straipsniai, aprasantys smurto prie§ vaikus
raiska, smerkiantys smurtg pries vaikus ir taip netiesiogiai perduodantys Zinia
visuomenei, kad teisinéje ir humaniskoje valstybéje vaikai privalo biti apsau-
goti nuo smurto.

Antra pagal daznuma pasikartojanti teisés gyventi ir sveikai vystytis prin-
cipo tema yra dabartinés vaiky gyvenimo salygos (87 straipsniai). Paprastai

tai yra straipsniai, analizuojantys prastas vaiky gyvenimo salygas nedarniose,
alkoholiky ar socialiniy jgiidZiy stokojanciose Seimose arba globos namuose,

88



SPECIALUSIS UGDYMAS / SPECIAL EDUCATION 2017 1 (36)

straipsniai apie butinybe tas saglygas gerinti arba galimybiy salygas gerinti ne-
buvima. Ziniasklaida, ra§ydama apie dabartines vaiky gyvenimo salygas, $ia
temga daZniausiai pristato neigiamai ir tuo biidu netiesiogiai siuncia visuomenei
Zinig apie tai, kad vaikai turi teise j normalias gyvenimo salygas Cia ir dabar ir
kad visuomené privalo tuo pasirtpinti.

Panasaus ziniasklaidos démesio sulaukia ir vaiky fizinio vystymosi teisé (69
straipsniai). Tai straipsniai, kuriuose rasoma apie vaiky fizines gyvenimo ir au-
gimo salygas, apie kurias taip pat dazniausiai raSoma neigiamai: kad $i teisé
néra jgyvendinta arba ji jgyvendinama prastai. Taip suponuojama mintis apie
fizinio vystymosi teisés svarbg ir bitinybe vaikui sudaryti palankias fizinio au-
gimo salygas.

Pagarbos Zmogiskajam orumui, teisés j emocinj ir psichologinj vystymasi te-
mos Ziniasklaidoje aptinkamos reciau (atitinkamai 45, 30, 24 kartus). Teisés j
vaiko gebéjimy vystyma / lavinimg, vaiko teisés turéti savo poreikiy, gyventi
Seimoje, vystytis dvasiSkai, rengtis suaugusiojo gyvenimui Ziniasklaidoje apta-
rinéjamos itin retai (atitinkamai 9, 6, 2, 2, 2 kartus). Kai kurios teisés gyventi ir
sveikai vystytis principo temos Ziniasklaidoje per metus nebuvo paminétos neé
karto (teisés j protinj, dorovinj ir socialinj vystymasi).

Kalbant apie Ziniasklaidoje paminétus vaiky, turinciy specialiyjy poreikiy,
teisy jgyvendinimo principus matyti, kad teisés gyventi ir sveikai vystytis prin-
cipo tendencijos iSlieka panaSios kaip ir bendruoju atveju. Absoliuti dauguma
straipsniy nagrinéja apsaugos nuo smurto problemas (net 35 i$ 50 straipsniy).
Reciau nagrinéjamos temos, susijusios su teise i emocinj ir fizinj vystymasi, pa-
garba Zmogiskajam orumui, gyvenimo salygy sudarymu (atitinkamai 6, 5, 5, 4
kartus). Teisés j vaiko gebéjimy vystymga / lavinima, rengimasi suaugusiojo gy-
venimui Ziniasklaidoje aptarinéjamos labai retai (abiem atvejais po 2 kartus).
Nemaza dalis teisés gyventi ir sveikai vystytis principo temy per metus Zinias-
klaidoje nebuvo paminétos né vieno karto: teisés j protinj, dvasinj, psichologinj,
dorovinj ir socialinj vystymasi, teisé gyventi Seimoje ir vaiko teisé turéti savo
poreikiy.

Analizuojant Ziniasklaidoje minimus vaiko teisy jgyvendinimo principus ir
remiantis vaiko, jo tévy, globéjy ir Seimos nariy nediskriminavimo principu ma-
tyti, kad Sio principo problematika naujieny portale , Delfi“ minima nedaznai (i$
viso tik 27 straipsniuose i§ 566). Labiausiai ziniasklaidoje prisimenamos lygiy
galimybiy, tolerancijos ir pakantumo temos (atitinkamai 10, 8 ir 8 kartus). O
pagarbos kitoniSkumui tema naujieny portale ,Delfi“ per metus buvo paminéta
tik vieng kartg. Kalbant apie Ziniasklaidoje minimus vaiky, turin¢iy specialiyjy
poreikiy, teisy jgyvendinimo principus matyti, kad tema, susijusi su nediskrimi-
navimo principu, per metus buvo aptariama tik viename straipsnyje, nagriné-
janc¢iame pakantumo tema.
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Vaiko gerovés principas Ziniasklaidoje labiausiai atsispindi rasant vaiko in-
teresy jgyvendinimo ar neigyvendinimo tema (20 straipsniu). Teisés j individu-
alumag tema per metus buvo aptarinéjama tik tris kartus. Vaiky, turinc¢iy specia-
liyjy poreikiy, atveju vaiko gerovés principas naujieny portale , Delfi“ per metus
nebuvo nagrinéjamas né karto.

Pagarbos vaiko paZitiroms principas Ziniasklaidoje minimas retai (per metus
pasirodé tik 8 straipsniai i§ 566). Siuose straipsniuose buvo nagrinéjamos te-
mos apie vaiko teise laisvai reiksti savo pazitras (4 kartai), suaugusiujy pareigg
atsizvelgti j vaiko nuomone (3 kartai) ir vaikg iSklausyti (1 kartas). Apie suau-
gusiyjy pareiga suzinoti vaiko paZitras, jo dalyvavima priimant sprendimus ir
vaiko rengimg atsakingam suaugusiyjy gyvenimui per metus naujieny portale
nebuvo uzsiminta né karto. Vaiky, turin¢iy specialiyjy poreikiy, atveju pagarbos
vaiko pazitroms principas per metus irgi nebuvo nagrinéjamas.

ISvados

1. Ziniasklaidoje daZniausiai aptarinéjamos temos yra vaiko teisés sveikai gy-
venti ir vystytis. Straipsniuose Sia tema dazniausiai raSoma apie apsauga
nuo smurto ir smurto raiska.

2. Ziniasklaidoje maZiausiai nagrinéjamas pagarbos vaiko paZiiroms princi-
pas.

3. RaSant apie vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimg, daZniausiai pasirenkama negatyvi
forma: akcentuojama, kad vaiko teisés yra pazeidziamos ar nejgyvendina-
mos. Taip netiesiogiai pabréZiama nagrinéjamy konkreciy vaiko teisiy jgy-
vendinimo svarba.

4. Straipsniuose, nagrinéjanciuose vaiko teisiy apsaugos sritj, vaikai, turintys
specialiyjy poreikiy, prisimenami nedaznai. Didelé dalis vaiko teisiy jgy-
vendinimo aspekty, kalbant apie specialiyjy poreikiy turincius vaikus, i$
viso nebuvo paminéta.

Tyrimo apribojimai

Pasirinktas tyrimo metodas yra kiekybiné teksto analizé. Siuo metodu ap-
skaiCiuota, kiek naujieny portale ,Delfi“ per vienus metus buvo publikuota
straipsniy tam tikromis temomis. Kiekybinis turinio analizés metodas nenagri-
néja konteksto, kuriame ieSkomos temos minimos, neatsizvelgia j temos nagri-
néjimo gylj ir specifika. Atliktas tyrimas galéty biiti traktuojamas kaip galimy
testiniy tyrimy pradzia. Toliau galéty biuti atliekami kokybinés turinio analizés
metodu paremti ziniasklaidos tyrimai, leidziantys jsigilinti j vaiko teisiy jgyven-
dinimo temy konteksta ir iSkeltg problema analizuoti iSsamiau.
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ZINIASKLAIDOS FORMUOJAMAS POZIURIS | VAIKO TEISIU
IGYVENDINIMA

Jolita Dudaité, Brigita Kairiené

Santrauka

Jungtiniy Tauty vaiko teisiy konvencija (toliau tekste — konvencija) - dau-
giausia Saliy priimta ir ratifikuota tarptautiné sutartis, kuria siekiama didziau-
sios naudos vaikams. Konvencijos jgyvendinimas atspindi vaiko reikSmeés vi-
suomeneéje rodiklj. Vaiko teisés yra svarbi Zzmogaus teisiy dalis (Ugus, Dedeoglu,
2016), todél tai, kaip valstybéje jgyvendinamos ir plétojamos vaiko teisés, koks
yra visuomenés pozitris j vaiko apsauga, rodo ir Zmogaus teisiy vystymosi pro-
cesa.

Globalizacijos ir technologijuy paZangos eroje Ziniasklaida turi daugiau gali-
mybiy daryti jtaka Zmoniy mintims ir vertybéms nei bet kuriuo kitu civilizacijos
istorijos etapu, o tai suteikia unikalig galimybe panaudoti Ziniasklaidos jtakg ir
galia, siekiant jgyvendinti vaiko teises (Tobin, 2004). Ziniasklaida turi galimybe
pasiekti labai didele auditorija, be to, yra labai svarbi priemoné, prisidedanti
prie visos visuomenés ir Zmoniy, atsakingy uZ vaiko teisiy apsaugos politika,
jautraus poziiirio j Sig tema skatinimo (Mataityté-DirZiené, 2009; Ugus, Dede-
oglu, 2016).

Galima isskirti kelis konvencijos straipsnius, susijusius su ziniasklaidos dve-
jopu vaidmeniu: viena vertus, tai galimybé panaudoti ziniasklaidg kaip priemo-
ne plétojant vaiko teises, kita vertus - apsaugant vaikg nuo galimos Zalos dél
ziniasklaidos pateikiamos informacijos, susijusios su vaiku (Tobin, 2004).

Ziniasklaidoje aptariamos vaiko teisiy apsaugos temos paskatina visuomene
tomis temomis svarstyti, formuoja jos poziiirj. Tam tikry vaiko teisés apsaugos
temy vaizdavimas pozityviai arba negatyviai daro poveikj Zitrovams ir skaity-
tojams, beje, kaip ir tokiy temy ziniasklaidoje vengimas nelieka be poveikio vi-
suomenés nariy poZiiriui j $ig problema.

Straipsnyje nagrinéjamas ziniasklaidos formuojamas visuomenés poziiiris
j vaiko teises ir jy jgyvendinima. Ziniasklaidos vaidmuo formuojant poziiirj
vaiko teisiy igyvendinima yra labai reikSmingas, todél aktualu atskleisti Zinias-
klaidos pateikiamg informacija, susijusia su vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimu, kaip pir-
mine tolesniy tyrimy ir gilesnés Sio veiksnio analizés medziaga.

Atlikus tyrimg paaiSkéjo, kad Ziniasklaidoje daZniausiai aptarinéjamos te-
mos yra vaiko teisés sveikai gyventi ir vystytis. Ziniasklaidoje maZiausiai nagri-
néjamas pagarbos vaiko paziliroms principas. Rasant apie vaiko teisiy jgyvendi-
nimg, dazniausiai pasirenkama negatyvi forma: akcentuojama, kad vaiko teisés
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yra pazeidZiamos ar nejgyvendinamos. Taip netiesiogiai pabréZiama nagrinéja-
my konkreciy vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimo svarba. Straipsniuose, nagrinéjanciuo-
se vaiko teisiy apsaugos sritj, vaikai, turintys specialiyjuy poreikiy, prisimenami
nedaZnai. Didelé dalis vaiko teisiy jgyvendinimo aspekty, kalbant apie specia-
liyjy poreikiy turincius vaikus, i§ viso nebuvo paminéta.
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN AS FORMED
BY THE MEDIA

Jolita Dudaité, Brigita Kariené
Mykolas Romeris University, Vilnius, Lithuania

Abstract

The article analyses the societal attitudes towards the rights of children and their
implementation as formed by the media. The media has the possibility to reach a wide
audience of readers. It serves as an important tool in encouraging the sensitivity of all
society and those responsible for the protection of children’s rights policy. The aim of the
research is to identify the implementation of children’s rights as affected by the media
and to highlight those which are lacking. Attention is drawn to the implementation of
the child’s rights in general, as well as those of the rights of children having special
needs.

Keywords: children’s’ rights, children’s’ interests, children’s well-being, non-
discrimination, media.

Introduction

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (hereinafter
referred to as the “Convention”) is an international treaty aiming to provide the
greatest human rights benefit to children. The Convention has been adopted and
ratified by most countries in the world. Implementation of the Convention is an
indicator of the meaning of the child within any given society. The phenomenon
of children’s rights constitutes an important part of human rights (Ucus &
Dedeoglu, 2016). Therefore, the manner of implementation and development
of rights for children and the attitude of the society towards child protection
within each country shows the process of the development of such human
rights.

Despite the fact that almost all countries in the world have ratified the
Convention and committed themselves to implementation thereafter, violation
of the rights of the child has been constantly recorded (European Commission,
2010). The opportunities and available resources of each state differ and they
apply the conception of “progressive realisation” (Lundy, 2012) Therefore
the pace of progress of the implementation of the child’s well-being differs
accordingly depending on each country. However, the country’s resources are
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not the only key factor which determines the progress of implementation and
protection of children’s rights. The most important thing can be said to be the
attitude of country and society towards the child as an equal, yet vulnerable,
member of that society. Such protection is a priority area of the country.

Lithuania joined the Convention in 1992 and thus committed itself to
ensuring the implementation and protection of the rights of the child by all
possible means (Official Gazette Valstybés Zinios, 1995, No 60-1501).

With the adoption of the Convention, the legal status of the rights of the
child has fundamentally changed: the child is recognised not only as a subject
of custody but also as a rights-holder who, as far as possible (depending on
age, development and other circumstances), can actively participate in the
implementation and protection of his or her rights. However, the change of
legal status of the child does not always ensure a change in the adults’ attitude
towards the child and the way the adult treats the child. The attitude towards
the child is a substantial factor directly related to the adult’s behaviour with the
child, satisfaction of the child’s needs, opportunity to fulfil the child’s potential
and the child’s situation in society and family (Kairiené, 2013). The child is
recognised as an active legal entity, entitled to use his or her rights as far as
possible. However, the child’s rights can be primarily implemented through
the rights and obligations of the parents and guardians. The role of other
participants - teachers, healthcare specialists, other experts, the media and
society - are also very important in implementing the rights of the child.

Twenty five years of implementation of the Convention in Lithuania have
been fruitful in the extent of implementation and protection of children’s
rights. A noteworthy historic event at the beginning of this year was that the
prohibition of corporal punishment on children was set by law). However, many
problems still persist in the area of such protection. The protection system for
the rights of children does not function sufficiently. There are problems with the
de-institutionalisation of children’s care homes; despite a decrease in the total
number of children in Lithuania, the number of children living in families at social
risk is high; there is insufficient integration of children with disabilities into
society; high suicide rates in children; a lack of long-term systematic assistance
to child victims and their family; low participation of society in the protection
process of children’s rights protection and an insufficient role for the media
in the implementation of the provisions of the Convention (the Report 2016 of
the Child Rights Protection Controller of the Republic of Lithuania, 2017; the
Report 2016 of the State Child Rights Protection and Adoption Service under
the Ministry of Social Security and Labour, 2017).

In an era of globalisation and technological progress, the media has many
possibilities to influence people’s thoughts and values than in any other period
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in the history of civilization, and this provides a unique opportunity to use their
influence and power in contributing to the implementation of children’s rights
(Tobin, 2004). The media may reach wide audiences and serves as an important
tool in encouraging the sensitisation of society, and persons responsible for the
rights of children, in bringing to the fore such protection policy (Mataityté-
DirZiené, 2009; Ucus & Dedeoglu, 2016).

The tragic events that resulted in child deaths, which were widely discussed
in Lithuanian media at the beginning of this year, showed that a particularly
significant factor is attention and the active participation of society in reporting
about the possible violation of the child’s rights. The process of increasing public
awareness and ensuring children’s rights are enhanced by deeper levels of detail
provided in the media, and with compliance with the paradigm, principles and
provisions of the Convention.

Several Articles of the Convention related to the dual role of the media are
highlighted as: on the one hand the opportunity to use the media as a tool in
developing the child’s rights, on the other hand, in protecting the child from
possible harm due to information related to the child provided in the media
(Tobin, 2004). Article 12 of the Convention entitles the child to express his or
her own views, Article 13 - to express his or her views in the manner which is
acceptable to the child.

Media tools could enable children to participate in the life of the society more
actively and to become more important participants through using reporting
possibilities of the media enabling the voice of the child to be heard. Article
17 recognises the important role of the mass media in providing the child
with access to information and material of various national and international
sources, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or her social, spiritual
and moral well-being and physical and mental health (Thomas, 2014). Moreover,
the media is encouraged to disseminate information and material of social and
cultural benefit to the child, to have particular regard to the linguistic needs
of the child who belongs to a minority group, who is with disabilities or who
is indigenous, and to develop principles contributing to the protection of the
child from information and material injurious to his or her well-being. Article 3
provides that in all decisions concerning the child, the best interests of the child
should be adhered to, in both the direct and indirect provision of information
about the child and his or her family.

The Child Rights Protection Controller of the Republic of Lithuania (2017)
states that when the private life of the child is publicised in the media, there is a
conflict between two protected values - the child’s right to a private life and the
right to freedom of self-expression which covers both the right to disseminate
information and the right of society to receive it. Therefore, in each case, it is
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necessary to find a reasonable balance of these values. Unfortunately, a balance
is not always maintained - the child’s private life is publicised regardless of the
negative impact of the disclosure of such information on the child.

Extent to which research on this subject is published. The media-based
attitude towards the rights of children and implementation thereof is not
often presented in the scientific literature. This subject is particularly rare in
scientific publications published in Lithuania.The image of people suffering
from mental disorders in Lithuania’s daily newspapers and online newspapers
was analysed by Mataityté-Dirziené (2009). These included the influence of
positive or negative images of children with disabilities presented in the media
and the influence this had on the self-perception of those children - by Favazza
et al. (2017). Also published was a representation of the child as the object of
public information in the Internet media - by Pivoriené (2009), and problems
and possibilities of the child’s rights protection and the right to information
provided in the media - by Hammarberg (1997), Feilitzen et al. (2001), Tobin,
(2004), Briar-Lawson, Martinson, Briar-Bonpane, & Zox (2011), Cananau,
(2011), Thomas (2014), Kus et al. (2016), Aroldi & Vittadini (2017). Problems
related to the right to privacy of famous children was carried out by- by Mardpo
& Jorge (2014), and the role of digital platforms in society’s understanding of
the child’s rights - by Swist & Collin (2017). Finally research was published
concerning the emphasis of television on certain aspects of the implementation
of the rights of children- by Warrier & Ebbeck (2014), and the influence of the
press on the attitudes of parents and professionals towards child-slapping - by
Redman & Taylor (2006).

Despite these surveys it remains relevant to analyse the content provided
in the media concerning the implementation, violation and protection of the
child’s rights. This by searching for opportunities to use the potential of the
media to contribute to the formation of attitudes about children and their
rights whilst performing its activity and functions. The development of society’s
consciousness by highlighting the importance of equal relationships with
children are supported by detailed information about the implementation and
protection of children’s rights, the ability to analyse child-related questions,
education about the Convention and application principles thereof, child
involvement into communication space, and discussions on the relevant issues
concerning the rights of the child.

Subjects related to the protection of children’s rights touched on in the
media, stimulate society to think of these issues and form attitudes and views.
A positive or negative presentation of subjects relating to this protection differs
in its influence on the attitude of the audience. The absence of certain topics in
the media also influences the attitude of societal members.
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The scientific problem. This consisted of an analysis of the factors, reasons,
ways and forms of expression. The phenomenon was acknowledged and new
constructs were searched for, including and understanding and control of
any inherent models. It is relevant to analyse an understanding of the social
phenomenon ...the implementation of the rights of children - both scientifically
and practically. Studies on the role of the media in the implementation of the
rights of the child are scarce, particularly in Lithuania. Therefore, a deeper
analysis of this scientific phenomenon could offer new and more effective
ways to implement the rights of the child that are currently lacking in society.
The aim of the research was to reveal the role of the media concerning the
implementation of the rights of the child.

The subject of the research - the attitude expressed by the media towards
the implementation of the rights of the child.

The purpose of the research is to identify the prevailing attitude of the
media towards the implementation children’s rights.

The research tasks:

1. To summarise the essential rights of the child provided in the United
Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child.

2. To structure the essential rights of the child into a category and subcategory
tree.

3. To calculate the number of articles provided in the media which discuss the
topics related to the implementation of the rights of the child in general and
in cases of children having special needs.

Theoretical part

The rights of the child as defined in the Convention include the right to heal-
th, education, family life, play and rest, proper living conditions and protection
from ill-treatment. The child’s rights are defined by his/her needs correspon-
ding to his/her age and through the developmental process. The implementati-
on and protection of the child’s rights are based on four articles of the Conven-
tion which constitute the general principles.

Prohibition of discrimination (Article 2). The right to non-discrimination
is ensured to every child irrespective of the child, parent or legal guardian with
reference to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, na-
tional, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. Discri-
mination is the basis for various forms of exploitation of children so the States
Parties undertook to protect the child against any kind of discrimination or pu-
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nishment by his or her parents or other family members. The right to non-dis-
crimination means an active obligation of the country to ensure equal possibi-
lities of all children to use the rights provided in the Convention. Although the
content of the conception of equality cannot be precisely defined, due to the
multiplicity of variables, the least inequality constitutes the most freedom from
discrimination (Craig, 2007).

The implementation of the right to non-discrimination is related to toleran-
ce or expression of respect to otherness. (Mummendey & Wenzel, 1999; Wojt-
kowiak & Potaczata-Perz, 2013; Fasciano & Keiserman, 2015; Darrow, 2017).
According to Wojtkowiak & Potaczata-Perz (2013), tolerance means open, un-
biased and respectful attitude towards the views and qualities of other persons
that are different from those prevailing in the community. The term “intoleran-
ce” is used to describe discriminatory behaviour. Tolerance does not mean that
other person’s attitude or behaviour is acceptable; tolerance is expressed by
respect to someone who thinks or acts in a different way.

The implementation of this right is related to the obligation of the country to
identify individual children, or groups of children, whose rights require special
measures to be taken. The non-discriminatory principle does not mean the equ-
alisation of conditions. Each child is unique and has individual needs therefore
otherness is central to anti-discriminatory practice. The UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child distinguishes children with disabilities as a separate group
which requires special protection. The Committee notes that difficulties in the
implementation of the child’s rights arise not from the disability itself but from
social, cultural, physical obstacles or those related to attitude towards the child
which must be eliminated by ensuring a full and dignified life and active parti-
cipation in life of society (General comment No. 9.., 2007). (General comment
No. 9.., 2007). Moreover, attention is drawn to the manifestation of discrimina-
tion de facto, e.g. social discrimination and stigmatisation lead to social isolation
which, in turn, can endanger life or development. Discrimination in the service
sector prevents access to high-quality social, medical or educational services.

Requirement that the best interests of the child must be a primary con-
sideration (Article 3). This principle means that all decisions concerning the
child must be made with a primary consideration of the best interests of the
child. This requires an obligation of the country to ensure each child in its juris-
diction qualifies for such protection and care as is necessary for his or her well-
being, taking into account the rights and duties of his or her parents.

Unlike the child’s needs, the content of the child’s interests is not defined
in the legislation because the interests of the child must be identified in each
case individually. The child’s needs and interests are related but not identical.
Interests have a wider conception than needs because they define not only the
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necessary conditions for the child’s life but also include developmental and
self-expression opportunities of the child in the future (Kairiené & Jekaityte,
2010). Therefore, when making any decisions concerning the child, group or
children in general, the child’s interests must be identified, assessed and the
decision ensuring the best interests of the child must be made. The assessment
procedure concerning ‘best interest’ must cover the effect of the decision on the
child or children in the present and future perspectives.

The content of interests consists of objective and subjective prerequisites
(Kairiené, 2013). The objective prerequisites may be envisaged as general con-
ditions necessary for growing up and development of each child which reflect
his or her needs - healthy and safe environment, integrity of the person, strong
social ties (with parents, family members, friends), opportunity to study, rest,
develop skills, reach self-actualisation, retain human dignity and express views
freely, etc. However, the uniqueness of each child determines the content of inte-
rests which is characteristic of him or her only and depends on the specific per-
sonal and environmental features which can be identified only with participati-
on of the child. For example, when the child expresses his or her opinion which
form the subjective prerequisites for identifying the interest. If in the process of
identifying the child’s interests, the child is not provided with the opportunity
to express his or her opinion or the child cannot express it, or the child’s opi-
nion conflicts with his or her interests then the expression of the child’s interest
is objective and it does not reflect the subjective nature of his or her interests.

Separate emphasis is placed on cases when the child’s interests should be a
primary consideration. When considering the separation of the child from his
or her parents, the child cannot be separated from the parents against his or her
will and the States Parties must respect the child’s right to maintain personal
relations and have constant direct communication with both parents, except
where such separation is necessary for the best interests of the child. When as-
sessing the parents’ responsibility for the child’s upbringing and development,
the decisions concerning the child, made by his or her parents must correspond
to the best interests of the child. When considerations concern special protec-
tion and support to the child who has no possibility to grow up in his or her
family, the child’s interests are taken into account first of all. For example, when
looking for a foster family for the child, the foster family should correspond to
the needs and interests of the child. When decisions concern the child’s adop-
tion, the child’s interests should be given top priority. In the case of adoption in
Lithuania, a child aged 10 and older must give his or her written consent. The
child gives his or her consent to the court, adoption is not possible without it
(Official Gazette Valstybés zinios, 200, No 74-2262).

In implementing the best interests of the child and identification and
assessment of interests must be ascertained (General comment No. 14..., 2013).
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Prerequisites for the assessment of the best interests of the child includes an
identification of the child’s attitude towards the issue, the child’s individuality
(sex, sexual orientation, nationality, religion, views and personal qualities), the
possibility to continue to live in their family or maintain relations, care, protection
and safety, the vulnerability of the child’s situation, and the implementation of
the child’s right to health and education.

Recognizing the child’s inherent right to life and ensuring to the maxi-
mum extent possible the survival and development of the child (Article 6).
This principle is based on an holistic approach to the child’s development by
considering it, as a whole, as physical, mental, spiritual, psychological, moral
and social development. Responsibility for the provision of adequate conditions
for the full development of the child falls on parents (guardians) and the coun-
try. The country’s responsibility is to ensure the physical, economical, social,
psychological, medical, cultural, political and legal prerequisites are met for the
child’s development. The parents’ responsibility is related to the selection of
opportunities provided by the country and the use thereof in accordance with
the child’s needs and interests, as well as the provision of adequate conditions
for the child’s development in the family environment.

Moreover, according to the Convention’s conception of implementation, it is
considered that the best prerequisites for the healthy development of the child
are in the family. This means that the family’s structure and functioning provi-
des the best conditions for the full development of the child. In case of a mal-
functioning of the family, due to certain circumstances, (due to changes taking
place the family fails to maintain its structure, the family members do not per-
form their roles, the family environment becomes unsafe for the child and poses
a threat to the child’s safety or life), when alternative care for the child is sought,
the family institute remains the priority, i.e. the first thing is finding a foster
family that would provide adequate conditions for the child’s development and
satisfy the child’s needs and interests.

The implementation of the prerequisites for the full development of the child
is possible only by showing respect to human dignity, whether this be the pre-
sent time or directed to preparation for the future in life as an adult. Therefore,
an important condition for the implementation of the child’s rights is the forma-
tion of attitudes towards the child as an equal participant through emphasising
the necessity to recognise equality, respect and dignity of all members of the
interaction. “The human life and dignity makes the integrity of the personality
and means the essence of a person. Life and dignity are inherent qualities of
human and thus cannot be treated separately” (Spruogis, 2002, p. 52). A per-
son’s dignity as individual social value is based on the approach that a person
is a social being who is developing as a personality due to the communication
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and cooperation with other members of the society (Venckiené, 2011). There-
fore, the right to dignity includes an obligation to respect the person’s right to
self-actualisation because the uniqueness of each person can be revealed only
when adequate conditions for development are provided. Conditions for the full
development of the child must also be in line with the conditions suitable for
the child’s self-expression based on the recognition of the child’s dignity and
unconditional value.

Moreover, this approach is closely related with the implementation of the
child’s right to education - the learning conditions must correspond to the
child’s needs and interests, ensure the development of the necessary life skills,
provide the possibility to exercise his or her rights and develop the individual
talents and abilities of a child. Not only adequate conditions for leaning but also
the content of education based on human values is important for the full deve-
lopment of the child.

The child’s right to full development means not only the provision of adequ-
ate conditions for physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development
which would correspond to the abilities of the child but also protection against
all forms of violence, degrading treatment, corporal or any other punishment.

Respect to the child’'s views (Article 12). Emphasis is placed on the status
of the child as an active legal entity who can actively participate in making de-
cisions that concern him or her. At the same time, the child is recognised as a
valuable person who has the right to express his or her views and those views
must be regarded. There is no age limit for the child to express his or her vie-
ws. The child’s right must be guaranteed in all cases concerning the child and
applied when addressing the issues that can directly interest the child or affect
his or her life and development.

The adults, primarily the parents, have an active duty to assertain the child’s
views and take due account of them. Therefore, necessary measures should be
taken to encourage the child’s right to express his or her views and to create
methods and mechanisms that would allow the children to express their vie-
ws freely. Thus, no pressure, restriction or influence that could impede the free
expression of views, can be exerted on the child.

Provision of conditions for the child to express his or her views is not diffi-
cult. However, merely hearing their opinion should not be the sole result, but
the first step in enabling the child to be an active participant of the interacti-
on. The next step would be giving due attention to the child’s views, i.e. asses-
sing the child’s opinion and representing the child in making the decisions. An
analysis of how children themselves perceive their rights showed that children
consider the participation right as one of the most important rights. They want
to participate and express their opinion when any decisions concerning them
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personally are made, from education to voting rights (The rights of children:
how children perceive them, 2011).

This right is also called the right of the child to participate, and its purpose
is to enable the child to actively participate in the life of the family and society.
Most countries encourage the child’s participation in society. Political partici-
pation is ascertained by representing the interests of children when the parti-
cipation of children is a general manifestation through recognition and respect
of their views and experiences. (Fitzgerald, Graham, Smith, & Taylor, 2010).
Full representation is possible only when excluded groups are encouraged to
express their position from their perspective (Thomas, 2007). Therefore, as re-
gards the implementation of the child’s right to express his or her opinion and
representation of this opinion, it is important to recognise not only the inter-
dependence of children but also their individuality and otherness, as well as
to actively involve various child groups such as ethnic minorities, refugees and
disabled children.

Research methodology

For an analysis of the attitudes towards the implementation of the child’s
rights formed by the media, DELFI was chosen as one of the most popular
Lithuanian news portals (based on statistical data, compared to other news
portals, DELFI receives the highest number of visitors every day (Gemius,
2017)). An analysis of articles published on DELFI was carried out.

Sample of articles: the trends in media are changing rapidly and with the
aim of using currently relevant information for the analysis, it was decided to
select articles from the previous year. Articles addressing the issues concerning
the implementation of, or protection of, the child’s rights, were selected out of
all articles published on news portal DELFI from August 2016 to July 2017. The
selected articles were downloaded online and used for the analysis.

Method of data analysis: a quantitative content analysis method was chosen.
A theoretical analysis of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the
Child was carried out and four main categories defining the implementation and
protection of the child’s rights were identified. These four categories are based
on four articles of the Convention which, in their meaning and universality of
use, correspond to the general provisions for the implementation of the child’s
rights and thus are considered as general principles. The categories were; the
right to life and healthy development, non-discrimination, the child’s well-
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being, respect for the child’s views. These four categories are further divided
into subcategories which define the components of the four general principles
of implementation of the child’s rights. Thus, a theoretical category tree was
constructed. Based on the theoretical category tree, the selected DELFI articles
were analysed with the aim of finding out whether certain subcategories
which comprise the main categories were mentioned in the articles, and if so,
how many times. Lithuanian grammar, synonyms, terminology, expressions
and other aspects were taken into account whilst analysing the frequency of
occurrence of the subcategory in the texts. The subcategory search was carried
out in two sections: in case of children having special needs and those who do
not. Both category searches for disabled children and those not disabled were
carried out in the same way.

Data analysis tool: R programming language (R Studio 3.3.2) was used for
the textual analysis. A programme code which allowed word searches of various
sections in text arrays was developed.

Ethics: ethical issues were not addressed in the research because the analysis
covered the articles which are publicly available in the media. However the
way in which these articles were expressed could have portrayed the political
perspective of the media and therefore contained bias. The purpose of this
research was merely to gather the information and present it in the category
tree.

Survey results

A theoretical analysis of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of
the Child was summarised and a category tree was developed to define the
fundamental aspects of the implementation and protection of the rights of the
child (see Table 1).
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Table 1

Category tree which defines the fundamental aspects of the
implementation of the rights of the child. Number of articles
found on the news portal DELFI which mention subcategories
defined in the category tree

Number of cas-

life

Total number | es of the rights
Category Subcategory of cases of the of children
child’s rights having special
needs

Physical development 69 (12.2 %) 5 (10.0 %)
Mental development 0 0
Spiritual development 2 (0.4 %) 0
Psychological development |24 (4.2 %) 0
Emotional development 30 (5.3 %) 6 (12.0 %)
Moral development 0 0

Right to life Social development 0 0

and healthy Living in a family 2 (0.4 %) 0

development | Respect to human dignity 45 (8.0 %) 5 (10.0 %)
Preparation for the future 2 (0.4 %) 2 (4.0 %)
(preparation for adult life)
Present life 87 (15.4 %) 4 (8.0 %)
Protection against violence  [419 (74.1 %) 35 (70.0 %)
Capacity development 9 (1.6 %) 2 (4.0 %)
Child’s needs 6 (1.1 %) 0

Non-discrimi- |Respect to otherness 1 (0.2 %) 0

naFion (of child, frojerance 8 (1.4 %) 0

child’s parents,

guardians, fam- | Patience towards others 8 (1.4 %) 1 (2.0 %)

ily members) | Equal opportunities 10 (1.8 %) 0

Child’s well-be- | Child’s individuality 3 (0.52 %) 0

ing Child’s interests 20 (3.5 %) 0
Free expression of views 4 (0.72 %) 0
Listening to the child 1(0.22 %) 0
Regard to the child’s opinion |3 (0.52 %) 0

Respect for the D.uty to find out the child’s 0 0

child’s views VIews
Child’s participation in deci- |0 0
sion-making
Preparation for responsible |0 0
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Table 1 provides the number of articles found on the news portal DELFI
which mention the subcategories identified in the category tree. The results
from the number of articles are provided in two variants: in general cases
of the child’s rights and for those that mentioned disabled children having
special needs. The number of times a subcategory is mentioned in the article
is not taken into account in the analysis. Moreover, the analysis disregards the
circumstances under which the subcategory is mentioned. Only the case of
mentioning was recorded. The percentage expression was provided to facilitate
a comparison of the results in general cases and of children having special
needs. The percentage of the total number of the articles on the child’s rights
and that of the total number of articles on the rights of the children having
special needs was calculated. The number of the articles on the protection of
the child’s rights published on the news portal DELFI totaled 566, of which,
50 articles addressed the subject of children having special needs. This shows
that the subject of children having special needs is not often addressed in the
articles on the protection of the child’s rights.

The results of analysis the texts on DELFI show that among all four categories
which define the general principles of the child’s rights, the child’s right to a
healthy life and development is mostly analysed in the media. The principle of
the child’s rights which is least noticed by the media is respect to the child’s
views; there are only a few articles that give minimum attention to the subject
of respect to the child’s views.

An analysis of the general principles of the child’s rights in the media, from
the perspective of the children having special needs, shows that subjects related
to the rights of the children having special needs are basically limited to the
principle of the right to a healthy life and development only. In case of the children
having special needs, another three principles remain completely or almost
untouched: only one article which touched on a subject of implementation of
non-discrimination principle was found.

A more detailed analysis of the principles of implementation of the child’s
rights mentioned in the media reveals that, within the limits of the right to
life and healthy development, most articles focuses on the problems of the
protection against violence (419 of 566). Usually these are the articles which
directly describe the expression of violence against children, condemn such
violence and thus indirectly convey the message to society that in the country
that follows the principle of the rule of law and humanity, the children must be
protected from violence.

The current living conditions of children is the second most frequent subject
of the principle of the right to life and healthy development (87 articles). Usually
these are articles which analyse the poor living conditions of children living in
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disharmonious families, alcoholic families, families which lack social skills or
child care homes. They talk about the necessity to improve these conditions or
the lack of possibilities for improvement of such conditions. The media usually
presents the current living condition of children from a negative perspective
and therefore indirectly conveys the message to society that children have the
right to normal living conditions here and now and that society must take care
of this.

The child’s right to physical development receives similar attention of the
media (69 articles). These are the articles on the physical conditions required
for the life and growth of children. This topic is also often presented from a
negative perspective by indicating that this right is not implemented or is
implemented improperly. The articles therefore suggest the importance of the
right to physical development and the necessity of providing the child with
conditions favourable for physical growth.

Topics of respect to human dignity, rights to emotional and psychological
development are less common in the media (45, 30 and 24 times respectively).
Topics of the child’s right to develop skills, have needs, family life, develop
spiritually and prepare for adult life are particularly rare in the media (9, 6,
2, 2, 2 times). Some subjects of the principle of the right to life and healthy
development were not mentioned in the media at all over the year these being
the right to mental, moral and social development.

As regards principles of the implementation of the rights of children having
special needs mentioned in the media, it can be observed that within the limits
of the principle of the right to life and healthy development, the trends remain
similar as in the general case. The majority of articles analyse the problems of
protection against violence (35 of 50 articles). Less common topics are those
related with the right to emotional and physical development, respect to human
dignity and provision of appropriate living conditions for the child (6, 5, 5, 4
times respectively). Subjects of the child’s right to the development of skills and
preparation for adult life are very rare in the media (2 times each). Many topics
on the principle of the right to life and healthy development were not mentioned
in the media at all over the year: the right to mental, spiritual, psychological,
moral and social development, the right to family life and the right of the
child to have an assessment of their needs. An analysis of the principles of the
implementation of the child’s rights mentioned in the media, within the limits
of the principle of non-discrimination of the child, his or her parents, guardians
and family members, shows that this subject is not often mentioned on the news
portal DELFI (in 27 articles of 566). The most common subjects discussed in the
media are equal opportunities, tolerance and patience towards others (10, 8
and 8 times respectively).
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The topic of respect to otherness was mentioned on the news portal DELFI
once over the year. As regards to the principles of the implementation of the
rights of children having special needs mentioned in the media, it can be seen
that within the limits of the non-discrimination principle, only one article
touching on a subject of patience towards others was published over the year.

In the media, the principle of the child’s well-being is best reflected in the
articles on the implementation or non-implementation of the child’s interests
(20 articles). The topics on the right to individuality were published only 3
times over the year. In case of children having special needs, the principle of the
child’s well-being was not reflected in the news portal DELFI at all over the year.

As regards to the principle of respect to the child’s views, it can be observed
that this principle is rarely mentioned in the media (over the year, only 8 articles
of 566). These 8 articles analysed the child’s right to express their views freely
(4 times), the duty of the adults to regard the child’s opinion (3 times) and listen
to the child (1 time). The duty of the adults to ascertain the child’s views, the
child’s participation in decision-making and the preparation of the child for
responsible adult life was not mentioned on the news portal DELFI at all over
the year. In case of children having special needs, the principle of respect to the
child’s views was not analysed over the year.

Conclusions

1. The media mostly touches on the principle of the child’s right to a healthy
life and development. Within this principle, the most frequent topics are
protection against violence and expression of violence.

2. Inthe media, the least noticeable principle of the child’s rights is respect for
the child’s views.

3. A negative form is mostly used in the media when presenting the
implementation of the child’s rights: the child’s rights are violated or are
not implemented. The importance of implementation of the specific rights
of the child is thus indirectly emphasised.

4. In the media, the children having special needs are rarely mentioned in
the articles which touch on a subject of the protection of the child’s rights.
Many aspects of the implementation of the child’s rights are not mentioned
in connection with the subject of children having special needs.
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Research limitations

A quantitative textual analysis method was chosen for the survey. This me-
thod was used to estimate the number of articles on certain topics published
on the news portal DELFI over the year. However, quantitative content analysis
does not analyse the context in which the topics are mentioned and does not
take into account the depth of subject analysis. The survey carried out could
be considered as the beginning of a potential series of studies where the initial
foundations of analysis of the presented issue have occured. Subsequently, rese-
arch on a media based qualitative content analysis method could be conducted
in order to provide a deeper analysis of the context of the implementation of
childrens rights and thus enable a more detailed and contextual analysis of the
issue.
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CHILD’S RIGHTS
FORMED BY THE MEDIA

Jolita Dudaité, Brigita Kairiené

Summary

The United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child (hereinafter
referred to as the “Convention”) is an international treaty aimed at providing
the greatest benefit to children and which has been adopted and ratified by
most countries in the world. Implementation of the Convention is an indicator
of the meaning of the child in the society. The phenomenon of the rights of the
child constitutes an important part of human rights (Ucus & Dedeoglu, 2016).
Therefore, the manner of implementation and development of the rights of the
child and societal attitudes towards their protection in the country also shows
the process of the evelopment of human rights.

Inan era of globalisation and technological progress, the media has increasing
possibilities to influence people’s thoughts and values, more than in any other
period in the history of civilisation, and this provides a unique opportunity to
use the influence and power of the media that contributes to the implementation
of the rights of the child (Tobin, 2004). The media has the possibility to reach
wide audiences and serves as an important tool in encouraging the sensitivity of
society and those responsible for the child’s rights protection policy (Mataityté-
Dirziené, 2009; Ucus & Dedeoglu, 2016).

Several articles of the Convention, which are related with the dual role of
the media, can be distinguished: on the one hand, it is an opportunity to use the
media as a tool in developing the child’s rights, on the other hand, in protecting
the child from possible harm due to information related to the child provided in
the media (Tobin, 2004).

The subjects related to the protection of the child’s rights touched on in the
media encourage society to think of these issues and form societal attitudes and
views. A positive or negative presentation of certain subjects on the protection
of the child’s rights differently effects the attitudes of the audience towards
these subjects. The absence of certain topics in the media also influences the
attitudes of society.

The article analyses attitudes of society towards the child’s rights and
their implementation formed by the media. The role of the media in forming
the attitude towards the implementation of the child’s rights is particularly
significant. Therefore, it is relevant to reveal the information related to the
implementation of the child’s rights presented in the media as the source
material for further research and in-depth analysis of this factor.
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The result of the research shows that the media mostly touches on the
principle of the child’s right to a healthy life and development. In the media,
the least noticeable principle of the child’s rights is respect to the child’s views.
A negative form of reporting is mostly used in the media when presenting the
implementation of the child’s rights: the child’s rights are violated or are not
implemented. The importance of implementation of the specific rights of the
child is thus indirectly emphasised. In the media, the children having special
needs are rarely mentioned in the articles which touch on the subject of the
protection of the child’s rights. Many aspects of the implementation of the
child’s rights are not mentioned in connection with the subject of children
having special needs.
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