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Anotacija. Lietuviy kalboje delinkvencijos savoka paplito XX a. atuntajame desimtmetyje, tac¢iau delinkvenci-
jos konstruktas yra gana senas reiskinys. Jo atsiradimg Vakary valstybése lémé visuomenés socialiné, kultari-
né ir ekonominé kaita. Daugelis tyréjy pripazjsta, kad delinkvencijos konstruktui ypac svarbus tokie veiksniai
kaip vaikystés ir paauglystés fenomeny ,,atradimas®, angly teismy praktikoje paplitusi parens patriae doktrina,
reformacinis ir vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimai Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose ir XX a. antrojoje puséje pozity-
vizmu gristy tyrimy suklestéjimas. Straipsnyje detaliai analizuojama vaikystés konstrukto kaita skirtingais
istoriniais laikotarpiais, aptariamas parens patriae doktrinos vaidmuo, siekiant apsaugoti vaiky interesus, na-
grinéjama prieglaudy steigimo, reformacinio ir vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimy reik§meé, uztikrinant nepilnameciy
gerove, pagrindziama pozityvistinés psichologijos ir kriminologijos tyrimy svarba. Vaikystés fenomeno isrys-
kinimas atskleidé, kad nepilnameciai savo fiziniais ir psichosocialiniais ypatumais skiriasi nuo suaugusiyjy.
Vaikai nekontroliuoja savo aplinkos ir yra pazeidziami, todél visiems jiems, jskaitant ir nepilnamecius i$ rizi-
kos grupiy, reikalinga tinkama globa. Sig globg nuo $vie¢iamojo laikotarpio pradzios buvo siekiama uZtikrinti
parens patriae doktrina. Galiausiai, pozityvistinés psichologijos ir kriminologijos tyrimai parodé, kad asoci-
alaus elgesio priezastys daznai susije su asmens psichosocialiniais raidos ypatumais, jo artimiausia aplinka,
bendruomenés dezorganizacijos veiksniais ir potencialiy galimybiy apribojimais, todél nepilnameciams turi
bati taikoma ribota baudziamoji atsakomybé ir ribojamas atsakomybés amzius. Tyrimai taip pat rodo, kad
reabilitacinés ir ugdomosios strategijos yra kur kas efektyvesnés uz bausmiy metodus. Daroma i$vada, kad
delinkvencijos fenomenas ir toliau kinta.

Reik$miniai ZodzZiai: delinkvencija, vaikystés fenomenas, socialinis konstruktyvizmas, parens patriae doktrina,
vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimas, pozityvistiné psichologija ir kriminologija.

Ivadas

Delinkvencijos terminas Kiles i§ lotyny kalbos (de - ,nuo” arba ,,tolyn®; linquere - ,,pasitraukti) ir
turi gana daug reik$miy. XV a. senojoje angly kalboje delinkvento savoka buvo tapatinama su tokiais
epitetais kaip ,jstatymy lauzytojas®, ,,piktadarys® arba ,nusikaltélis“. Laikui bégant, delinkvencijos
termino turinys prasiplété. Delinkvento etiketé pradéta taikyti ir asmenims, neatliekantiems savo
pareigy, bei tiems, kurie vengia jsipareigojimy. Pastaruoju metu uzsienio literattiroje delinkvencijos
terminas vartojamas dar placiau. Pavyzdziui, JAV delinkventiné sqskaita uz elektros energija reiskia
neapmokétg arba véluojama apmokeéti saskaitg fakttra uz sunaudotos elektros kiekj, o delinkven-
tiskas mokesciy mokétojas yra asmuo, negebantis laiku jvykdyti savo finansiniy jsipareigojimy vals-
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tybei. Viesojoje ir verslo srityse delinkventisko asmens sagvoka apibiidina individa, kuris pripazintas
kaltu dél rimty darbo drausmés pazeidimy, aplaidumo, asmeniniy ir vie$yjy interesy painiojimo
bei sgmoningo piktnaudziavimo padétimi ir pasitikéjimu. Vis délto dazniausiai delinkvencijos ter-
minas siejamas su asocialiu nepilnameciy elgesiu. Teisinéje kalboje §is terminas oficialiai jsitvirtino
po 1899 m., kai JAV buvo atskirti nepilnameciy ir suaugusiyjy teismai, o psichologinéje ir socio-
loginéje literattiroje pradétas vartoti tik XX a. antrojoje puséje. Minétina, kad delinkvencija apima
gana platy elgesio spektra, kuris skirtingose $alyse interpretuojamas nevienodai: kai kur akcentuo-
jamas reabilitacinis pozilris ir paramos nepilnameciui batinybé, o kitur j nepilnameciy asocialy
elgesj reaguojama taikant grieztas bausmes (Laurinaityté, 2020).

Delinkvencijos fenomenas yra toks pat senas, kaip ir Zmonija, tac¢iau savoka - salygiskai nau-
jas darinys. Delinkvencijos konstruktas laikomas socialiniy, ekonominiy ir moksliniy pasikeitimy
Vakary kultarose produktu. Tyréjai teigia, kad delinkvencijos konstrukto sukiirima ir jo ypatumus
lémé Sie pagrindiniai veiksniai: vaikystés ir paauglystés amziaus tarpsniy ,atradimas“ (Muncie,
2015), XVII a. teismy praktikoje jsigaléjusi parens patriae doktrina, reformacinis ir vaiky gelbé-
jimo judéjimai Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose bei pozityvistinés psichologijos ir kriminologijos
suklestéjimas (Burfeind & Bartusch, 2005). Delinkvencijos konstrukto istakos siejamos su Europa
ir jos istorija, taciau $is konstruktas pirmiausia oficialiai jtvirtintas JAV jurisdikcijos ir socialiniy
paslaugy sistemose. Kiek véliau, priémus tam tikras pataisas, paplito ir kitose pasaulio Salyse.

Lietuvoje nepilnameciy teisés pazeidéjy problematikos tyrimai ir jy rezultaty taikymas praktikoje
sietini su tarpukario laikotarpiu (Jonaitis, 1930), taciau delinkvencijos savoka paplito tik XX a. as-
tuntajame desimtmetyje (Justickis, 1984; Dereskevicius, 1987; Paulauskas, 1988; Valickas, 1997). Kai
kuriy tyrimy rekomendacijos jgyvendintos kuriant nepilnameciy teisésaugos pazeidimy prevenci-
jos strategijas ir optimizuojant delinkventisky paaugliy ugdyma bendrojo lavinimo ir specialiosiose
mokyklose.

Tyrimo objektas - delinkvencijos fenomeno atsiradimo prielaidy ir jas salygojanciy istoriniy,
socioekonominiy, juridiniy ir psichologiniy veiksniy rekonstrukcija.

Tyrimo tikslas - i§ tarpdisciplininés perspektyvos pagristi delinkvencijos savokos ir fenomeno
raidg bei apzvelgti juos salygojancius veiksnius.

Tikslui pasiekti iSkelti $ie uzdaviniai:

1. Atskleisti vaikystés fenomeno kaitos dinamika skirtingais istoriniais laikotarpiais.

2. Apibudinti laipsniska parens patriae doktrinos transformacija j nepilnameciy justicijos uzuo-

mazgas.
3. Pagristi pozityvistinés prieigos svarbg delinkvencijos fenomeno tyrimuose.

Tyrimo teorinis pagrindas

Tyrimas grindziamas socialinio konstruktyvizmo paradigma. Siekiama paaiskinti, kaip formavosi
jvairas socialiniai reidkiniai skirtingose epochose, esant skirtingiems kultiriniams kontekstams.
Socialinis konstruktas gali biiti vertybé, idealas, poziiris, elgesio normos arba pasaulézitira. Sie
konstruktai jprastai interpretuojami kaip Zmogaus kiirybos ar veiklos produktai. Delinkvencijos
fenomenas ir su juo susij¢ prevencijos, intervencijos ir ugdymo atributai taip pat yra socialiniai
konstruktai.
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Tyrimo metodika

Tiriant delinkvencijos konstrukto ypatumy ir kaitos problematika, pasirinkti teorinis literatiiros ana-
lizés ir delinkvencijos fenomeno raidos rekonstrukcijos metodai. Sie metodai leidZia jsigilinti j tiria-
maja sritj ir atskleisti veiksnius, lémusius delinkvencijos savokos ir konstrukto atsiradima, turinj ir
kaitg skirtingais istoriniais laikotarpiais.

Vaikystés fenomeno sampratos kaita

Kaip minéta, delinkvencijos savoka dazniausiai siejama su vaikystés ir paauglystés amziaus tarpsniais.

Vaikystés koncepcija yra sudétingas ir nuolat kintantis fenomenas. Jo ypatumus skirtingose vaiky
ugdymo praktikose i$ esmés nulemia istorinis, ekonominis, kultiirinis ir socialinis tam tikros $alies
ar regiono kontekstas. Placigja prasme, vyravusj poziirj i vaikyste galima suskirstyti i kelis etapus:
nesidoméjimo vaikyste, tikéjimo ,,prigimtine nuodéme®, ikiempirinj vaikystés fenomeno tyrimo ir
integruoto pozitrio j vaikyste tyrimo laikotarpius (Aries, 1962; Kessen, 1965; Watson, 2002). Tai ne-
reiskia, kad Sie laikotarpiai éjo vienas po kito grieztai nustatyta tvarka. Priesingai, skirtingose $alyse
jie iSsiskyreé skirtingu eili$kumu ir specifiSkumu.

Kaip teigia Juodaityteé ir kt. (2017), $iuolaikiniam tyréjui liko labai mazai materialiniy liudijimy,
kokia tolimosiose epochose buvo vaikysté. Ypa¢ sunku rekonstruoti vaikystés fenomeno ypatumus
tais laikotarpiais, kai nebuvo rasytiniy $altiniy. Apie vaikyste pirmykstése kultiirose daznai spren-
dziama i§ iSkastiniy artefakty. Kita vertus, ir materialiis liudijimai ne visada interpretuojami vie-
nodai. Tikriausiai dazniausiai vaikystés tyréjy cituojamoje knygoje ,,Vaikystés Simtmeciai: socialiné
$eimos gyvenimo istorija“ isleistoje 1960 m. prancizy kalba, Philippe’as Ariesas (1962) teigia, kad
vaikystés koncepcija yra XVII-XVIII a. ,isradimas® Sj drasy teiginj autorius grindzia detalia vai-
ky atvaizdy mene, literattiroje, madose ir istoriniuose dokumentuose analize. Arieso nuomone, iki
XVII a. vaikyste niekas pernelyg nesidoméjo, vaikai buvo laikomi mazais suaugusiaisiais. Vaikystés
amziaus tarpsnis buvo suvokiamas kaip pereinamasis laikotarpis, kurio jvykiai nebuvo svarbus ir
greitai budavo pamirstami. Pavyzdziui, jei $iais laikais jprasta zinoti savo vaiky gimimo datas, iki
XVIII a. daugeliui zmoniy tai visi$kai nertipéjo. Apie asmens amziy jprastai buvo sprendziama is jo
sveikatos buklés, pasiekimy ir iSvaizdos (Aries, 1962).

Arieso nuomone patvirtina ir psichogeninés istorijos pradininkas Lloydas deMause’as (1982,
1995). Tyréjo teigimu, vaikysteés istorija yra tam tikras koSmaras, i$ kurio Zmonija tik dabar pradeda
atsibusti. deMause (1982, 1995) tyrimai rodo, kad kuo giliau keliaujama j praeitj, tuo matyti didesnis
smurtas prie§ vaikus ir mazesnis riipinimasis jy ugdymu bei gerove.

Kai kuriy antropology teigimu, paleolito ir neolito laikotarpiais beveik pusé naujagimiy zadavo
dél infanticido (Birdsell, 1986). Didelis vaiky mirtingumas buvo susijes su materialiniy iStekliy stoka
ir maisto atsargy taupymu aukojant silpnesnius bei nejgalius vaikus. Nepageidaujami naujagimiai
budavo apleidziami ir mirdavo dél hipotermijos ar bado. Retesniais atvejais juos turéjo nuzudyti
gimdytojai ar kiti genties nariai (Oberman, 2003). Kai kuriose primityviose kultirose buvo papli-
tes naujagimiy aukojimas. Kaip pastebi Williamson (Williamson, 1978), infanticidas buvo paplites
visuose Zemynuose ir vyko tiek medziotojy-rinkéjy bendruomenése, tiek labiau civilizuotose kulti-
rose. Infanticido paplitimas atskleidzia, kad tai buvo daugiau désningas reiskinys, o ne i$imtis. Pri-
verstiné populiacijos kontrolé tesési iki pat zemdirbystés suklestéjimo neolito laikotarpiu. Isgyvenu-
siy vaiky ugdymas buvo siejamas su jgudziy adaptuotis ir pratesti giming puoseléjimu. Kita vertus,
daugelyje pirmyksciy bendruomeniy vyravo fizinis ir seksualinis smurtas pries vaikus (Brown, 1991;
Rascovsky, 1995).
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Apie tam tikrus vaiky ugdymo aspektus neolito ir gelezies amziaus laikotarpiais taip pat galima
spresti i$ archeologiniy radiniy. Juodaityté (Juodaityté, 2003; Juodaityté ir kt., 2017) pazymi, kad
kasinéjimy metu rasti Zaislai daznai yra mazos suaugusiy asmeny naudojamy darbo ar medzioklés
artefakty kopijos. Tai patvirtina, kad vaiky zaidimai buvo orientuoti ne j pramogas, bet j rengimasi
pritapti prie suaugusiyju gyvenimo.

I antropology, archeology, sociology ir istoriky i$vady matyti, kad pirmykstése kultarose vaiky
ugdymo praktikos diapazonas svyravo nuo vaiko ruosimo isgyventi iki visisko abejingumo ir net
smurto. Vaikysté buvo laikoma natiraliu gyvenimo ciklo laikotarpiu, ja per daug nesidométa. Sis
amziaus tarpsnis nesusilaukdavo ypatingo démesio, vaikysté nebuvo laikoma vertybe.

Natiralu, kad, progresuojant visuomenei, pozitris j vaikyste kito. Antikinéje Graikijoje apie vai-
kyste ir ugdymo praktika rasé tokie filosofai kaip Platonas, Aristotelis, Plutarchas ir kt. I$ jy darby
akivaizdu, kad antikos laikotarpiu tiek vaikai, tiek jy tévai susidurdavo su socialiniais, ekonominiais
ar psichologiniais i$$ukiais. Pavyzdziui, Antikos epochoje dél didelio vaiky mirtingumo vardai buvo
suteikiami nuo gimimo praéjus septynioms ar daugiau dieny. Infanticidas taip pat buvo daznas reis-
kinys. Aténuose ir kituose miestuose §eimos galva nuspresdavo, ar naujagimiui lemta gyventi. Spar-
toje $ig funkcija atlikdavo valstybé. Nejgalas vaikai ir mergaités buvo maziau pageidaujami, todél
dazniau paliekami turgaus aikstése ar lauke mirti i§ bado ar dél hipotermijos (deMause, 1995). Kita
vertus, sveiko vaiko gimimas buvo siejamas su lakesc¢iu, kad vaikas véliau pasiraipins senstanciais
tévais. Siekiant jskiepyti pagarba vyresniesiems, vaikams daznai buvo suteikiami jy tévy ar seneliy
vardai. Brandos apeigy metu (angl. right to passage) vaikai daznai gaudavo dovany gsotj ir pirma
kartg paragaudavo vyno. Siuolaikiniuose muziejuose gausu archeology rasty vaikisky Zaisly. Jdo-
mu tai, kad jie atspindi skirtingy amziaus tarpsniy vaiky poreikius — nuo moliniy barskuciy, skirty
kadikiams, iki léliy ir lo§imo kauliuky, skirty vyresniems vaikams (Andreu-Cabrera et al., 2010).
Seimose vaiky pramogoms ir Zaidimams buvo laikomi jvairiis gyviinai. Kiek véliau vaikai turédavo
palikti savo mégstamus Zaislus sventykloje, taip simboliskai pazymédami vaikystés pabaiga.

Skirtingai negu Aténuose, kur berniukai nuo ankstaus ryto lankydavo mokykla, o mergaités buvo
jtraukiamos j namy ruo$os darbus, Spartoje berniukai, sulauke septyneriy mety, buvo jtraukiami
i karinj pasirengima ir gyvendavo militaristiniuose barakuose. Cia klestéjo prievarta pries naujai
atvykusius ugdytinius. Vaikai buvo mokomi paklusti jsakymams, jveikti nuovargj ir nugaléti grum-
tynése. Jie privaléjo skusti galvas, vaikscioti basi ir Zaisti nuogi. UZ nusizengimus buvo baudziama
plakimu. Maisto nepakako, todél vaikai daznai turédavo jo susirasti patys, o pagauti vagiliaujant,
buvo musami botagu. Paaugliai daug laiko praleisdavo sportuodami. Tradicinés sporto $akos buvo
imtyneés bei ieties ir disko metimas (Andreu-Cabrera et al., 2010).

Minétina, kad Platonas (427-347 m. pr. Kr.) labiau doméjosi §vietimu, o ne psichologiniais am-
Ziaus tarpsniy ypatumais. Jis interpretavo vaikyste kaip pereinamajj laikotarpj i suaugusiojo gyveni-
ma. Platono nuomone, vaikystéje itin svarbu formuoti gerus biisimuosius piliecius, valstybés gynéjus
ir lyderius. Norint pasiekti pilnuting harmonija, batina derinti kino ir sielos ugdyma bei individo
ir visuomenés interesus. Skirtingai negu Platonas, Aristotelis (384-322 m. pr. Kr.) teigé, kad vaikai
i$ prigimties yra nesitvardantys ir linke siekti malonumy. Aristotelio manymu, vaikai patologiskai
silpni, fiziskai neproporcingi ir, svarbiausia, neracionalas, todél jie artimesni gyviinams negu bran-
dziam Zmogui. Aristotelio teigimu, tobulumo pasiekiama per tinkamg ugdyma, suteikiant asmeniui
praktinés ir teorinés i$minties. Svietimas yra ne Seimos, bet viesas reikalas, jo tikslas - ugdyti pilietj
valstybés naudai (Monteils-Laeng, 2017).

Antikinéje Romoje buvo gana didelis naujagimiy mirtingumas. D¢l $ios priezasties mergaitéms
vardai buvo suteikiami astunta, o berniukams - devinta dieng po gimimo. Jei vaikas mirdavo nesu-

57



eISSN 2424-3299. Specialusis ugdymas / Special Education 48, 2025

laukes mety amziaus, nebuvo gedima. Iki septyneriy mety vaikais jprastai riipinosi motina, véliau
juos rengti amatui ir gyvenimui imdavosi tévas, turéjes neribotas teises (lot. patria potestas). Isto-
riky teigimu, daznas tévisko aukléjimo metodas buvo kiino bausmeés. Sulauke penkeriy mety, vai-
kai buvo pratinami dirbti namuose. Tévams pritarus, vaikystéje buvo galima susizadéti. Tam tikrais
atvejais uz sunkius nusizengimus de$imties mety vaikams taikyta baudziamoji atsakomybé. Mergai-
téms vaikysté baigdavosi gana anksti. Jos tuokdavosi sulaukusios dvylikos ar daugiau mety, o vaiki-
nai - apie dvidesimt penktus metus. Santuoka jprastai buvo politiné arba ekonominé sgjunga, kuria
pasiriipindavo $eimos patriarchas (Bradley, 1991). Be abejo, antikos laikotarpiu tiek Graikijoje, tiek
Romoje auk$tuomenés $eimy gyvenimas ir vaiky ugdymas skyrési nuo zemesniy socioekonominiy
klasiy gyvenimo ir vaiky aukléjimo.

Akivaizdu, kad antikos laikais i§ryskéja didesni skirtumai tarp vaiky ir suaugusiyjy socialinio
statuso. Vaikai islieka ekonomine vertybe, tac¢iau visuomené daugiau démesio skiria $vietimui ir
ugdymui. Aténuose Svietimas buvo siejamas su proto ir dvasios lavinimu, o Spartoje itin svarbiu
laikytas paaugliy karinis rengimas. Archeology atradimai rodo, kad didele dalj vaiky laisvalaikio
sudaré zaidimai ir socializacija su bendraamziais. To meto filosofai vaikystés amziaus tarpsniu per-
nelyg nesidomeéjo, taciau jy darbuose atsispindi tiek dionizinis pozitris j vaikystés fenomeng (vaikai
yra sugadinti ir blogi), tiek apoloniskoji $io fenomeno interpretacija (vaikai yra tyri ir naivis) (Jenks,
2015).

Viduramziai tgsési istisg takstantmetj, todél nataralu, kad skirtinguose Europos regionuose vy-
ravo skirtingos vaiky ugdymo tradicijos. Vis délto V-XV a. vaikystés fenomenas pasizymi tam tikro-
mis bendromis tendencijomis. Arieso (1965) teigimu, dél didelio vaiky mirtingumo tévai nejauté
ypatingo prieraiSumo savo atzaloms. Apie trec¢dalis vaiky mirdavo nesulauke $eSeriy mety, Siek tiek
maziau vaiky mirdavo sulauke 7-16 mety. Be to, Europoje plintanti ,,prigimtinés nuodémeés* doktri-
na skelbé, kad vaikai gimsta blogi, taigi jy ugdymas turi bati grindziamas griezta disciplina, malda
ir bausmémis. Su vaikais buvo elgiamasi abejingai, o kartais net Ziauriai. Vienas i$ pagrindiniy au-
kléjimo metody buvo bausmés. Pavyzdziui, tuo metu buvo populiari patarlé, kurios kilmé siejama
su Biblija, teigianti, kad ,,jei taupysi rykste, sugadinsi vaika“ (angl. spear the rod and spoil the child).
Lloydas deMause’as apraso viduramziais paplitusj ,,plakimo sindroma“ (angl. battering syndrome),
kai motinos musdavo savo verkiancius kudikius tol, kol $ie nusiramindavo. Sekmadieninése ir vie-
nuolyny mokyklose vyresni vaikai buvo plakami paklupdzius juos ant keliy ir ranky (angl. horsing
position), stebint kitiems vaikams. Viduramziai buvo chaotidkas ir pavojingas laikotarpis. Vyravo
nuomong, kad fizinés bausmés yra tinkamas metodas paruosti vaika ateities i$$tkiams. Skausmas
buvo traktuojamas kaip blogo elgesio ar nusizengimo pasekmé (deMause, 1974).

Viduramziais daugelis vaiky nuo ankstyvo amziaus privaléjo atlikti jvairius darbus namuose ar
uz namy riby. | pareigas jéjo riipinimasis jaunesniais broliais ir seserimis, gyvuliy prieziira, Zemés
tikio darbai, valgio ruo$imas, jvairiy prekiy pristatymas j namus ir dalyvavimas seimos versle. Vidu-
ramziy ir vaikysteés istorikas Nicholas Orme (2003, 2006) teigia, kad, viena vertus, apie vaiky darby
jvairove liudija mazo vaiko pir$ty antspaudai, palikti ant to meto keramikos dirbiniy, kita vertus, ko-
ronerio apradytos vaiky mirties priezastys. Vaikai daznai nukentédavo nuo buitiniy traumuy, kritimy,
gyvuliy padaryty zaizdy ar paskesdavo. Ankstyvaisiais viduramziais kanony teisé leido mergaitéms
tuoktis sulaukus dvylikos, o berniukams - keturiolikos mety. Santuokos sudarymu pasirapindavo
tévai. Mergaités $eima turéjo paruosti kraitj arba dovang biisimam sutuoktiniui.

Amerikos kolonizacijos pradzioje naujakuriy bendruomenése vyravo panasus poziiris j vaikyste.
Daugelis tévy tikéjo ,,prigimtinés nuodémeés™ doktrina ir mané, kad vaikams reikia i§ganymo, kurio
negalima pasiekti rodant per didele meile, prieraiSumga ar atlaiduma. Kaip ir Vakary Europos Saly-
se, ugdymas buvo grindziamas griezta disciplina. Kai kuriose bendruomenése tarp Seimy paplito
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vadinamieji vaiky mainai arba pameistrystés praktika, kurios tikslas buvo iSmokyti vaikus naujo
amato. Pavyzdziui, jei tam tikros Seimos verslas buvo kalvysté, vienas i$ kalvio vaiky turéjo gyventi
su zemdirbio $eima ir mokytis Gkininkavimo. Kalvio $eima atitinkamai priimdavo mokytis vaika i§
zemdirbio Seimos. Vyravo nuomoné, kad gyvendamas svetimoje $eimoje vaikas nebus paikinamas
ir suauges bus drausmingesnis ir atsakingesnis. Apleisti ir beglobiai vaikai taip pat buvo mokomi
amato, juos jdarbinant pameistriais tikininky ar amatininky $eimose. Be $eimos, ypac svarbios ug-
dymo institucijos buvo bazny¢ia ir vietos bendruomené. Rothmano (1971) teigimu, Seima turéjo
uztikrinti, kad vaikai iSmokty gerbti savo gimdytojus, jstatymus ir valdzia, baznycios pareiga buvo
kontroliuoti tévus ir jy aukléjimo metodus, o bendruomené turéjo stebéti ir fiksuoti vaiky elgesio
nukrypimus. Manyta, kad darnus visy trijy institucijy funkcionavimas apsaugo bendruomen¢ nuo
blogio ir nusikalstamumo. Kolonijose taip pat galiojo i§ angly paveldéti ,neturtingyjy jstatymai®
(angl. Poor Laws), kurie jgalino parapijas teikti paslaugas nepasiturintiems ir nejgaliems asmenims,
priversti jgalius asocialius asmenis dirbti uzdarose institucijose ir jpareigojo tévus ripintis brestan-
Ciais vaikais, o vaikus prizitreéti nejgalius tévus. Nepaklusniems vaikams buvo taikomas ,,uzsispy-
rusio vaiko jstatymas“ (angl. Stubborn Child Law), numatantis fizines bausmes uz nepaklusnuma ir
rimtus nusizengimus. I§imtinais atvejais nepaklusnus siinus galéjo buiti nubaustas mirties bausme.

Ariesas (1965) pastebi, kad iki viduramziy pabaigos dominaves nesidoméjimas vaikyste ne-
reiskia, jog tévai nemyléjo savo vaiky. Minimais laikotarpiais pozitrj i vaikyste, t. y. abejingumg ir
grieztuma, galéjo lemti tokie veiksniai kaip tikéjimas, kad vaikai dél ,,prigimtinés nuodémeés® gimsta
blogi ir juos reikia grieztai kontroliuoti; aukstas vaiky mirtingumas, dél kurio tévams buvo sunkiau
iSvystyti emocinj prieraiSuma savo atzaloms; didelis skurdas, trukdes tévams skirti daugiau démesio
ir 168y vaikams ugdyti; ekonominis poreikis nuo ankstyvo amziaus jtraukti vaikus i $eimos ar sam-
domg darba. Taigi vaikas imtas traktuoti ne tik kaip ,prigimtinés nuodémés® agentas, bet ir kaip
ekonominé vertybé.

Renesanso, o véliau ir Svie¢iamojoje epochoje poziiris j $eimg ir vaikyste kito. Kaip nurodo Arie-
sas (1965), Seima tapo ne tik vardo ir paveldo perdavimo institucija, bet ir vieta, kurioje formuoja-
mas vaiko kiinas ir siela. Nauja $eimos funkcijy interpretacija transformavo ir visuomenés poziirj
j vaikystés amziaus tarpsnj. Bene pirmieji vaiky gerove susirtipino teologai ir medikai. XVIII a. Di-
dziojoje Britanijoje, o véliau ir kituose Europos regionuose, émé plisti sekmadieninés mokyklos.
1751 m. Karaliaus Williamo nurodymu atidaryta pirmoji tokio tipo institucija dirbantiems vaikams
Dursley mieste. Jprastai pamokos vykdavo pie$ sekmadienines pamaldas prie baznycios esancioje
patalpoje. ] mokymo programos turinj jéjo skaitymo, rasymo, aritmetikos ir katekizmo pagrindai.
Sekmadieninés mokyklos laikomos vie$ojo Svietimo pirmtaku.

Mazdaug tuo pat laikotarpiu pasirodé ir pirmosios medicininio pobuidzio knygos apie vaiky prie-
zitrg. Pavyzdziui, 1749 m. Williamas Cadogenas Anglijoje publikavo ,,Apybraizg apie vaiko slauga®,
0 1804 m. JAV isleista Williamo Buchano knyga ,,Patarimai motinoms®, kur pateikta rekomendacijy
apie gimdyma, kadikiy maitinima, prieziira, vaiky ligas ir jy gydyma. Ilgainiui iSleista ir filosofinio
bei pedagoginio pobudzio veikaly apie vaiky ugdyma ir globa.

Bene pirmieji filosofai, susidoméje vaikystés fenomenu, buvo Johnas Locke’as (DZonas Lokas,
1632-1714) ir Jeanas-Jacquesas Rousseau (Zanas Zakas Ruso, 1712-1778). Nors Lockeo ir Rousse-
au pazitros i$§ esmés skyrési, jy darbai padéjo filosofinj pagrindg vélesniems vaiko raidos tyrimams.
Veikale ,,Esé apie zmogiska pazinimg“ Locke’as (1998) teigia, kad gimdamas Zmogus i §j pasaulj
neatsinesa jokio apriorinio zinojimo. Gimusio kadikio sgmoné yra ,,$vari lenta® (lot. tabula rasa),
o vienintelis idéjy $altinis yra jutiminé patirtis. Locke’as i$skiria iSorinj ir vidinj patyrimg. ISorinis
patyrimas atsiranda uz misy esantiems daiktams veikiant jutimo organus, o vidinis patyrimas kyla,
kai protas nagrinéja vidines sielos biisenas ir veiklg. Vidiniu patyrimu gali bati jvairios mastymo
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operacijos, vaizdiniai, fantazijos, troskimai ir emocijos. Lockeo teigimu, idéjos, jgytos i$ abiejy pa-
tyrimo $altiniy, sudaro medziaga Zinojimui, bet ne patj zinojima. Jutimy ir refleksijy medziaga turi
pereiti papildoma apdorojimga, kuris susideda i§ lyginimo, derinimo ir abstrahavimo (Newman,
2007).

Kiek véliau isleistoje knygoje ,,Keletas minciy apie ugdyma“ Locke’as prilygina brestantj vaika
keliautojui, kuris, atvykes j naujg $alj, turi i$mokti to krasto paprociy ir tradicijy. Mokomasi ne aklai
jsimenant taisykles, bet per patirtj. Jei reikiamy sglygy naujam dalykui i$mokti nesusidaro natara-
liai, $ias salygas reikia sukurti. Patirtis yra jprociy motina, o jiems susiformavus, dorai elgiamasi be
papildomy pastangy (Locke, 2012; Yolton & Alexander, 1986).

Lockeo teigimu, ugdymo tikslas yra jskiepyti vaikams reikiamas dorybes (angl. virtue) ir protu
jveikti neracionalius troskimus. Nepaisant to, kad vaikai yra savanaudiski ir neatspariis pagundoms,
jie néra i$ prigimties blogi. Tévy ir pedagogy uzduotis yra padéti vaikui susiformuoti moralés pa-
grindus ir taip suderinti jo asmeninius troskimus su visuomenés interesais. Tai jmanoma pasiekti,
jei ugdytojai supranta vaiko prigimtj ir vaikystés amziaus tarpsnio ypatumus. Locke’as daug démesio
skyré vaikams drausminti, tac¢iau pabrézé, kad disciplina yra ne tikslas, bet priemoné tikslui pasiekti.
Drausminimas neturi buti grieztas, o jj taikydami tévai ir pedagogai privalo atsizvelgti j vaiko amziy
ir jo individualias savybes.

Jeanui-Jacquesui Rousseau daznai priskiriamas paauglystés amziaus tarpsnio ,,atradimas“. Nors
Rousseau neturéjo formalaus pedagoginio issilavinimo, jo knyga ,,Emilis, arba apie ugdyma“ jam
atnesé ir $love, ir daug asmeniniy negandy. Vos knygai pasirodzius, ja pasmerkeé Paryziaus teologijos
fakultetas. Kiek véliau $ig knyga uzdraudé ir Zenevos valdininkai. Pagrindinis kaltinimas - Zmogaus
»prigimtinés nuodémés“ neigimas.

Rousseau teigimu, vaikai i§ prigimties yra geri, juos sugadina netinkama aplinka. Zinojimas at-
siranda per jutimus, todél vaikai turi aktyviai sgveikauti su palankiais aplinkos veiksniais. Rousseau
nuomone, vaiky nedera vystyti ar kitaip jy judesiy riboti, nes laisvas judéjimas yra mokymosi i$ pa-
tirties pagrindas. Augantis vaikas turi buti supazindintas su gamtos mokslais ne uzdarose patalpose
ir ne i$§ vadovéliy, bet aktyviai veikdamas atviroje aplinkoje. Tai turi vykti laipsniskai, atsizvelgiant j
vaiko amziaus tarpsniy ypatumus. Sukirus palankig aplinka, atsiskleidzia vaiko potencialios galios
ir natarals bei sveiki polinkiai. Korumpuota visuomené slopina Zzmogaus laisva prigimtj. Kaip tei-
gia Rousseau, niekam negalima uztikrinti amzinos laimés, taciau laisvas Zmogus turi visus vidinius
isteklius jai susikurti.

Jeanas-Jacquesas Rousseau - vienas i pirmy filosofy, kuris, klasifikuodamas Zzmogaus raida, ban-
dé taikyti viso gyvenimo perspektyvos koncepcija. Jis i$skyré tokius zmogaus raidos etapus: kadikys-
te (nuo gimimo iki 2 m.), globos amziy (nuo 2 iki 12 m.), ankstyvaja paauglyste (tarp 12 ir 15 m.),
paaugkyste (tarp 15 ir 20 m.), bei suaugusiojo amziy (tarp 20 ir 25 m.). Atitinkamai teigta, kad kadi-
kystéje ugdymas turi bati nukreiptas j jutiminj patyrima, vaikystéje ir paauglystéje j praktine patirtj,
o tarp paauglystés ir suaugusiojo tarpsnio j moraling ir religing plotme. Vaikystéje batina apsaugoti
vaika nuo neigiamos iSorinés patirties. Paauglystéje, t. y. supratimo ir kognityvinés raidos tarpsniu,
ugdoma vaiko savigarba, dorovinés paziiiros ir socialinés kompetencijos. Seksualiniai santykiai turi
bati atidéti bent iki 20 mety. Rousseau taip pat pabrézé kokybinius vaiky ir suaugusiyjy skirtumus.
Jo manymu, vaikystei biidingi natiiralis ir saviti jutimo, suvokimo bei mastymo procesai, suaugusie-
ji jais manipuliuoja ir prievarta bando pakeisti kity mastyma (Rousseau, 1979).

Nepaisant to, kad tiek Lockeo, tiek Rousseau pazitiros j vaikyste susilauké daug kritikos, $iy fi-
losofy darbai padaré didele jtakg Vakary pasaulio kultirai. Svietéjiskos idéjos sparéiai plito ne tik
tarp pedagogy, bet ir tarp aukstesnés socioekonominés klasés tévy. Ilgainiui suvokta, kad vaikysté
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kokybigkai skiriasi nuo vélesniy amziaus tarpsniy, o vaikystés patirtis yra svarbi suaugusio Zmogaus
formavimosi proceso dalis.

Svie¢iamuoju laikotarpiu pozitris j vaikyste pakito. Daugelis progresyviy to meto mastytojy pri-
taré minciai, kad aukléjimo metodai turi atitikti vaiko raidos désningumus, o aukléjimas namuose
privalo deréti su instituciniu arba viesuoju ugdymu. Jsigaléjo pozitris, kad vaikams dél jy fizinio
ir psichologinio pazeidziamumo reikalinga saugi aplinka, prieziara ir globa. Drausminimas negali
bati prie$pastatomas tokiems vaiko poreikiams kaip valgis, miegas, bendravimas, Zaidimas ar lais-
valaikis. Priesingai, vaikysté yra tas laikotarpis, kurio metu brestantis individas atranda ir pazjsta
ji supantj pasaulj, o pedagoginé saveika su vaiku skatina visapusiskai atsiskleisti jo potencialioms
galioms. Svie¢iamojo laikotarpio pabaigoje vaikysté pradedama traktuoti kaip prigimtiné vertybeé.

Kaip matyti i§ trumpos apzvalgos, pozitris j vaikyste iki Svie¢iamojo laikotarpio peréjo kelias
transformacijas. I§ pradziy vaikystés fenomenu niekas labai nesidoméjo, vaikai buvo laikomi ma-
zais suaugusiaisiais, taciau ilgainiui, dirbdami savo ir kitose Seimose jie tapo ekonomine vertybe.
Viduramziais manyta, kad dél ,,prigimtinés nuodémés“ vaikai gimsta blogi, o ugdytojy tikslas - per
drausme ir malda §j blogj jveikti. XVII-XVIII a. vaikystés fenomenu susidoméjo medikai, teologai ir
filosofai, taciau jy pozitriai j vaiko raida buvo skirtingi. Lockeas teigé, kad vaikai yra neutralas, o jy
likima lemia aplinka, Rousseau nuomone, vaikai i$ prigimties yra geri ir tévy bei visuomenés pareiga
- apsaugoti juos nuo neigiamos aplinkos jtakos. Ilgainiui Lockeo tabula rasa koncepcija ir jutiminés
patirties akcentavimas tapo bihevioristiniy raidos teorijy pagrindu, o Rousseau pasaulézitira apie
vaiko aktyvuma ir jo natdraly vystymasi lémé Montessori ir Piaget pedagogines paziiras. XX a.
pradzioje Europoje vaikystés svarbg Zzmogaus raidoje akcentavo tokie psichologai kaip Sigmundas
Freudas ir Erikas Eriksonas, Alfredas Adleris ir kt., o Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose j paauglystés,
arba ,,audry ir streso, amZiaus tarpsnio ypatumus gilinosi Stanley Hallas. Siy ir kity tyréjy idéjos
lémé integruoto pozitrio j vaikyste paradigmos susiformavima. Toks pozitris akcentuoja holistinj
vaiko vystymasi ir skatina atsizvelgti tiek j biologinius, tiek j psichologinius, tiek j socialinius raidos
veiksnius.

Parens patriae doktrina ir nepilnameciy justicijos raida

Kitas veiksnys, susijes su delinkvencijos fenomeno konstrukcija, - Anglijos karalystés teismy prak-
tikos parens patriae doktrina. Parens patriae doktrinos kilmé siejama su XIV a. pabaigos ir XV a.
pradzios Prerogative Regis (liet. karaliaus isimtinés teisés) principu. Doktrinos paplitimas taip pat
susijes ir su naujo pozitirio j vaikystés fenomeng formavimusi. Si teisiné doktrina uztikrino, kad
karalius (véliau - valstybé) galéty apsaugoti visus asmenis, kurie dél amziaus, intelekto ar psichiniy
sutrikimy negali tinkamai apginti savo interesy. Viduramziais ir Renesanso epochoje paveldimumo
ir globos gin¢us jprastai spresdavo teisingumo teismai (angl. chancery courts). Sie teismai sprendé
bylas, susijusias su teisingumu, ypac tas, kurios nebuvo reglamentuojamos jstatymais. Teismai tvar-
keé feodaly nuosavybés, palikimo, privilegijy ir pareigy perdavimo teises pagal giminystés linija. Ilga
laikg teisingumo teismai buvo pavaldas karaliui, todél parens patriae doktrina suteiké jam, kaip tei-
sétam savo zemiy ir Zmoniy globéjui, neribota valdzig sprendziant paveldéjimo bylas (Curtis, 1976).

Vis délto visy vaiky interesy apsauga buvo nejmanoma. Parens patriae doktrina taikyta tik vai-
kams, paveldéjusiems Zemeg ar kit nekilnojamajj turta. Tapes iy vaiky globéju, karalius galéjo ne
tik atstovauti vaiko ar nejgaliojo asmens interesams ir apsaugoti pasiturinc¢ios §eimos palikimg nuo
giminaic¢iy ambicijy, bet ir disponuoti palikimu. Ilgainiui teisingumo teismai praplété parens patriae
doktrinos turinj. Kilmingy vaiky apsauga, globa ir ugdymas buvo susije su karaliaus politiniais ir
ekonominiais interesais, todél teismai $alia paveldimumo émé spresti ir vaiky globos bei gerovés
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klausimus. Keiciantis pozitriui j vaikyste, keitési ir tévams keliami reikalavimai bei lakesciai. Jei
teismas nuspresdavo, kad gimdytojai negeba tinkamai rapintis savo atzalomis, buvo taikomas in
loco parentis (liet. vietoje tévy) principas, kuris suteiké teismams galimybe paskirti vaikams laikinajj
globéja. Kita vertus, teisingumo teismai neturéjo jurisdikcijos spresti nepilnameciy teisés pazeidéjy
globos ir rapybos klausimus. Skirtingai nuo prosocialiy vaiky, kuriy civiliné padétis atitiko globoti-
nio statusg, delinkventi$ki paaugliai kurj laika buvo traktuojami kaip nusikaltéliai, keliantys grésme
vieSajai tvarkai ir valstybei. Atitinkamai jy, kaip ir kity nusikaltusiy suaugusiy asmeny, bylas na-
grinéjo magistraty ir karaliSkieji teismai (angl. Magistrates’ courts, Crown courts). Ilgainiui parens
patriae doktrina inkorporuota j nepilnameciy justicijos sistema.

XIX a. pradzioje parens patriae doktring i$ angly teismy praktikos perémé Amerikos reformato-
riai. Tuo laikotarpiu nepilnameciai teisés pazeidéjai, valkataujantys ir skurstantys vaikai nebuvo di-
ferencijuojami, bet kartu apgyvendinami prieglaudose (angl. house of refuge). Manyta, kad ilgalaikis
skurdas yra tiesiogiai susij¢s su nusikalstama veika. Pagrindinis prieglaudy tikslas buvo moraliai re-
formuoti ,,paklydusig” jaungja kartg, o moralés reformos metodus atstojo griezta dienotvarkeé ir dis-
ciplina, formalus Svietimas ir darbas. Pirmosios tokio pobudzio prieglaudos jsteigtos 1824-1828 m.
Niujorke, Bostone ir Filadelfijoje. Pamokos ¢ia vyko rytais, o antroje dienos puséje reikédave eiti j
darbg. Uzsakymy gaminti jvairius produktus prieglaudos gaudavo i§ privaciy jmoniy (Rothman,
1971). Minétina, kad i prieglaudos namus patekdavo tik ,viltj teikiantys paaugliai“. Nepilnameciai,
padare sunkius ar pakartotinus nusikaltimus, buvo siun¢iami j suaugusiyjy institucijas (Fox, 1970).

Prieglaudy kritikai teigé, kad rutina, disciplina ir ilgos darbo valandos daré prieglaudas pana-
$ias j suaugusiyjy jkalinimo jstaigas. Reformatoriy jsitikinimu, palankiausia ugdymo aplinka yra ne
institucija, bet Seima. Taigi jie sitilé valkataujancius ir skurstancius vaikus siysti j vakarinius Ame-
rikos regionus, kur besikurianc¢ioms fermeriy $eimoms buvo reikalingos papildomos darbo rankos.
Taip gimé naujas vaiky gelbéjimo sgjudis, pavadintas ,,naslai¢iy traukiniais“ Sgjudzio iniciatorius
- Yale universiteto dvasininkas Charlesas Loringas Braceas, 1853 m. jkires Niujorko vaiky pagal-
bos draugija (angl. New York Children’s Aid Society). Braceo teigimu, geriausia aplinka visuomenés
atstumtiems vaikams yra tkininky namai, o Amerikos fermeriai yra pati patikimiausia ir i$mintin-
giausia socialiné klasé. Vaiky apgyvendinimas fermeriy Seimose sulauké gana didelio visuomenés
palaikymo. Buvo manoma, kad, taikant $§j metoda, galima ,,i$valyti“ miestus nuo benamiy bei valka-
taujanciy vaiky ir kartu aprapinti fermerius papildoma ir pigia darbo jéga (Mennel, 1973). Panasiy
iniciatyvy émeési ir kitos draugijos, taciau ilgainiui susidareé su placiai paplitusia kritika.

Greta idéjos siysti visuomenés atstumtus vaikus j Amerikos Vakarus, kita reformatoriy grupé sit-
1é kurti vietines reformacijos mokyklas (angl. reform schools), kurios priminty Seimos aplinka. Skir-
tingai nuo prieglaudy, vaikai gyveno nedidelémis grupémis atskiruose namuose su keliais globé-
jais ir lanké vie$gsias mokyklas. Drausmé buvo grindziama ne fizinémis bausmémis, bet teigiamais
vaiky ir globéjy santykiais. Prasidéjus industrinei revoliucijai, be oficialaus $§vietimo, reformacijos
mokyklos émé orientuotis ir j profesinj rengima (Mennel, 1973). Siuntimas j reformacijos mokyklas
buvo grindziamas parens patriae doktrina ir jgalino vyriausybés institucijas perimti rizikos grupés
vaiky globa j savo rankas. Nepaisant visos eilés legaliy i$stkiy, reformatoriai skatino, kad jos ir toliau
uztikrinty islaikomuy, apleisty ir delinkventisky vaiky prieziarg ir globa.

Laikmetis tarp 1880 ir 1920 mety JAV istorijoje daznai vadinamas progresyviaja epocha. Atitin-
kamai, naujai atsirades vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimas darbe su delinkventiskais vaikais taip pat stengési
taikyti pazangius metodus. XIX a. viduryje JAV vieSosios politikos srityje vyravo socialinis darvi-
nizmas, taciau 1850-1890 m. $iai filosofijai rimtg i§$ukj meté ,vaiky gelbéjimo sajudis“ (angl. child-
saving movement). Sajudzio branduolys buvo vidurinés ir aukstesnés socioekonominés klasés mo-
terys, neigusios socialinio darvinizmo propaguojama skurdo ir nusikalstamumo rysj ir siekusios
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racionaliu $vietimu ir moksliniais metodais ,,palengvinti urbanistinio gyvenimo vargus ir skurda“
(Platt, 1977, p. 10). Taip parens patriae doktrina Siaurés Amerikoje jgijo papildoma prasme. Vai-
ky gelbéjimo judéjimo dalyviai tvirtino, kad vaikai néra mazi suaugusieji ir dél jy psichosocialinés
raidos savitumo jiems reikalingas ypatingas Seimos ir valstybés institucijy démesys. Nepilnameciai
teisés pazeidéjai taip pat buvo traktuojami kaip globotiniai, todél, reformatoriy nuomone, kai §eima
negeba tinkamai atlikti vaiky priezitros ir ugdymo funkcijy, privalo jsikisti valstybé. Valstybiniy
institucijy intervencija turéjo uztikrinti parens patriae doktrinos jgyvendinima visiems vaikams.
Vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimo dalyviai taip pat priestaravo nepilnameciy perkélimui j suaugusiyjy peni-
tenciarines jstaigas.

Judéjimo nariai suprato, kad vaiky gerovés reforma galima tik bendradarbiaujant su kitomis po-
litinémis ir profesinémis organizacijomis. Kaip minéta, delinkvencijos termino ir konstrukto atsira-
dimas daznai siejamas su 1899 m. jkurtu pirmuoju nepilnameciy teismu Cook apygardoje, Ilinojaus
valstijoje. Sio teismo jkiirimg inicijavo Cikagos motery klubas, Ilinojaus valstijos labdaros asociacija
ir Cikagos teisininky asociacija. Teismo jurisdikcijai priklausé nepilnameciy teisés pazeidéjy, ap-
leisty ir globojamy vaiky byly nagrinéjimas. Delinkventisku laikytas bet kuris vaikas, dar nesulaukes
$esiolikos mety, pazeides kurj nors valstijos jstatymg arba regiono ar miesto dekrety. Globojamo ir
apleisto vaiko apibudinimai buvo kur kas platesni negu teisés pazeidéjo savoka. | juos jéjo tokie veiks-
niai kaip nuolatinés gyvenamosios vietos neturéjimas, tévy priezitros stoka, nepilnamecio apleistu-
mas, patiriama prievarta ir smurtas. Be to, globojamais ir apleistais buvo laikomi adtuoneriy mety
nesulauke vaikai, kurie elgetauja, pardavinéja jvairius daiktus arba linksmina publika dainuodami
ir grodami gatvése. Dél tokio iSsamaus delinkventisko, globojamo ir apleisto vaiko kategorijy api-
budinimo, nepilnameciy teismui suteikta labai plati jurisdikcija. Skirtingai nuo suaugusiyjy teismy,
kuriy pagrindinis tikslas buvo paskirti proporcinga bausme uz jvykdyta nusikaltimg ir uztikrinti
teisingumo principo jgyvendinima, nepilnameciy teismai turéjo spresti vaiky ir paaugliy socialinés
reabilitacijos problemas.

XX a. antrojo desimtmecio viduryje nepilnameciy justicijos sistemas buvo sukirusios visos
valstijos. Kiek véliau nepilnameciy teismai tapo ir federalinés teismy sistemos dalimi. Teismai, be
nepilnameciy reabilitacijos tiksly, sieké sumazinti nepilnameciy kriminaline atsakomybe bei atsa-
komybés amziy, orientuotis j vaiko interesus ir sukurti neformalig byly sprendimo aplinka. Pradé-
tos steigti naujos institucijos, tokios kaip $eimos namai (angl. foster care), nepilnameciy probacijos
tarnybos ir pataisos namai, kur nusizenge jstatymui ar paimti i$ rizikos grupés Seimy delinkventiski
vaikai buvo reabilituojami atskirai nuo suaugusiy nusikaltéliy. Teismai nepilnameciy bylas traktavo
kaip civilines, o ne baudziamasias. Jas spresdavo ne dvylika prisiekusiyjy taréjy, bet vienas teiséjas.
Byly nagrinéjimas vykdavo atskiroje teismo saléje, o jy dokumentai buvo saugomi atskiruose archy-
vuose (Small, 1997).

Nepilnameciy teismy sistemos sukiirimas laikomas viso $imtmecio socialiniy permainy kulmi-
nacija. Buvo atskirtos vaiky ir suaugusiyjy jurisdikcijos, prasiplété teikiamy paslaugy diapazonas,
atsirado skirtingy resocializacijos organizavimo modeliy, jsitvirtino parens patriae doktrina. Si dok-
trina jtvirtino valstijy pareiga ginti nepilnameciy teises ir orientuotis j vaiky ateitj ir gerove.

Nepaisant tam tikry ribotumy, parens patriae doktrina iki $iy dieny isliko svarbi nepilnameciy
justicijos dalis tiek JAV, tiek daugelyje Europos Sajungos $aliy. Ji uztikrina vaiky i§ rizikos grupés
$eimy interesy atstovavimg ir ugdymo testinuma. Pavyzdziui, jei dél tam tikry priezasciy tévai ne-
geba tinkamai pasirtpinti savo vaiky globa ir ugdymu, teismai ir kitos valstybinés institucijos turi
visas juridines teises tam tikram laikui perkelti vaikus j palankesne¢ socialing aplinka. Kita vertus,
kai nepilnametis pazeidzia jstatyma, valstybé, apgyvendindama jj specialioje ugdymo jstaigoje, jsi-
pareigoja perimti i§ tévy globos ir aukléjimo funkcijas. Parens patriae doktrinos jsigaléjimas riboja
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nepilnameciy baudziamaja atsakomybe ir atsakomybés amziy, akcentuoja ne baudimo, bet reabili-
tacijos ir ugdymo svarba.

Pozityvistiné prieiga

Dar vienas svarbus veiksnys, 1émes delinkvencijos konstrukto raidg, - pozityvistinés psichologijos
ir kriminologijos susiformavimas. Pozityvizmas suklestéjo XIX a. antrojoje puséje ir, nors sulauké
nemazai kritikos, iki $iy dieny liko viena i§ dominuojanciy delinkvencijos fenomeno tyrimy prieigy.
Pozityvistiné doktrina pagrista principu, teigianciu, kad mokslinis pazinimas yra vienintelé objekty-
vaus pazinimo forma, o mokslinio zinojimo $altinis yra patirtis. Pozityvistai, tiriantys nusikalstamu-
ma ir delinkvencija, taiko tokius mokslinio tyrimo metodus kaip stebéjimas, apklausos, testavimas,
interviu bei duomeny analizé ir, remdamiesi $iais metodais, daro iSvadas apie delinkventinio ir nu-
sikalstamo elgesio désningumus. Sios krypties tyréjai daznai iesko priezastiniy delinkvencijos rysiy
su psichologiniais, socialiniais ir ekonominiais veiksniais. Pozityvistiné psichologija ir kriminologija
jprastai nesiremia kokybiniais tyrimais, bet siekia pagrjsti iSvadas kiekybiniais rodikliais.

Kita vertus, pozityvistiné prieiga néra homogeniska. Pavyzdziui, biologinio pozityvizmo atsto-
vai teigia, kad delinkventinis elgesys susijes su kiitno somatiniais ypatumais (Sheldon, 1940, 1949),
zemesniu intelektu, smegeny cheminiu disbalansu ir chromosomy anomalijomis (Gottfredson &
Hirshi, 1990; Howitt, 2009; Schug & Fradella, 2015). Psichologinis pozityvizmas neatmeta iSori-
niy veiksniy jtakos delinkventiniam ir kriminaliniam elgesiui, taciau akcentuoja vidiniy psichiniy
veiksniy svarbg. Neigiami iSoriniai veiksniai, tokie kaip socialinis apleistumas, tévy priklausomybeés,
konfliktai ar smurtas $eimoje, perleidziami per vaiko patyrimo prizme ir tampa svarbiais vidiniais
delinkventinio elgesio determinantais (Marsh, 2006; McGuire, 2008). Socialinio pozityvizmo $ali-
ninkai mano, kad nusikalstamumas susijes su visuomenés socioekonominémis problemomis. Tai
gali bati auksti skurdo rodikliai, nedarbas, netolygus $vietimo sistemos prieinamumas skirtingoms
socialinéms klaséms ir socialinio teisingumo isstkiai (Gottfredson & Hirshi, 1990; McLaughlin &
Muncie, 2005). Pozityvistinés psichologijos ir kriminologijos populiaruma lémé galimybés nustatyti
individualius ir socialinius delinkventinio bei nusikalstamo elgesio veiksnius ir numatyti efektyvias
ju prevencijos priemones. Sios srities tyrimai patvirtino, kad, skirtingai nuo suaugusiyjy, delinkven-
tidki paaugliai kur kas palankiau reaguoja j ugdomasias, o ne j baudziamasias strategijas.

Kaip rodo tyrimai (Underwood & Washington, 2016), 50-75 proc. asmeny, patenkanciy j nepil-
nameciy justicijos sistema, budingi jvairts psichinés sveikatos sutrikimai. Pliszka ir bendraautoriai
(2000) teigia, kad elgesio sutrikimas (angl. Conduct Disorder) gali buti budingas 60 proc., démesio
ir aktyvumo sutrikimas (angl. Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder) — 18 proc., opozicinis
nepaklusnumo sutrikimas (angl. Oppositional Defiant Disorder) — 24 proc. nepilnameciy, apgyven-
dinty jaunimo sulaikymo centre. 15-30 proc. nepilnameciy diagnozuota depresija arba distimija
(Weiss & Garber, 2003), 11-32 proc. — potrauminis streso sutrikimas (angl. Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder) (Abram et al., 2004). Delinkventiskiems paaugliams taip pat budingos psichoaktyviyjy
medziagy vartojimo problemos. Pavyzdziui, Teplin ir bendraautoriy (2002) tyrimai rodo, kad beveik
26 proc. vaikiny ir beveik 27 proc. merginy, apgyvendinty laikinojo sulaikymo centre, nustatyta pri-
klausomybé nuo alkoholio. Pliszkos ir kt. (2000) duomenimis, 46 proc. nusikaltimus jvykdziusiems
nepilnameciams budinga priklausomybé nuo marihuanos.

Pozityvistine prieiga pagrijsti tyrimai i$ryskino ne tik unikalius delinkventisko jaunimo porei-
kius, bet ir esminius skirtumus tarp suaugusiy asmeny ir nepilnameciy asocialaus ir nusikalstamo

elgesio tendencijy. Isvados rodo, kad delinkventisky paaugliy nusikaltimai yra maziau pavojingi vi-
suomenei negu suaugusiyjy. Dar 1961 m. Eatonas ir Polkas (1961) klasikiniame veikale ,,Delinkven-
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cijos vertinimas“ ras¢, kad vadinamasis ,vidutinis delinkventas“ néra pavojingas ir kad dauguma
paaugliy tampa jstatymus gerbianciais suaugusiaisiais. Nepilnameciy daromi teisétvarkos pazeidi-
mai daznai yra neplanuoti, epizodiski ir oportunistiniai. I§ esmés skiriasi ir delinkventisky paaugliy
bei suaugusiy asmeny asocialaus ir nusikalstamo elgesio priezastys bei motyvai. Rizikos siekimas
paauglystés metu susijes su paauglio nepakankama smegeny zievés egzekutyviniy funkcijy srities
branda. Nepilnamecius ypac neigiamai veikia asociali aplinka, kurios, skirtingai negu suaugusieji, jie
negali kontroliuoti. Paauglius taip pat stipriau veikia tokios medziagos kaip alkoholis ir narkotikai.

Pozityvistiniai tyrimai rodo, kad delinkvencijos prevencija efektyvesné, jei ji siejama su jvairio-
mis reabilitacijos priemonémis, siekiant pakeisti ne tik vaiko ar paauglio aplinka, bet ir jo mastyma,
vertybes, nuostatas ar elgesj. Veiksmingiausios nepilnameciy reabilitacinés programos taiko tokius
metodus kaip tarpasmeninio bendravimo jgudziy ugdymas, jvairios elgesio modifikavimo strategi-
jos, kognityvinés intervencijos, struktiiruotas individualus konsultavimas ir savireguliacijos jgudziy
mokymai (McGuire, 2008). Delinkventisky paaugliy izoliavimas nuo visuomenés daugelyje $aliy
laikomas krastutine priemone ir taikomas tik ribotg laikg.

ISvados

Delinkvencija - gana nauja sgvoka, ta¢iau labai senas reiskinys. Skirtingose Salyse ji interpretuota ne-
vienodai, taciau $io konstrukto apibiidinimas turi keletg bendry bruozy. Pirmiausia, delinkventinis
elgesys siejamas su tam tikry socialiniy ar teisiniy normy pazeidimu. Delinkvencija taip pat susijusi
su vaikystés, paauglystés ar ankstyvosios jaunystés amziaus tarpsniais. Nepilnameciai teisés pazei-
déjai psichologinémis ir socialinémis savybémis i§ esmés skiriasi nuo suaugusiy asmeny, todél vi-
suotinai pripazjstama, kad kriminaliné atsakomybé, taikoma suaugusiems asmenims, néra tinkama.
Siekiant pakeisti delinkventisky vaiky ir paaugliy elgesj, buitina atsizvelgti j jy unikalius poreikius ir
prevencijos strategijas ne orientuoti j bausmes, bet jas derinti su reabilitaciniais tikslais ir metodais.

Daugelio tyréjy nuomone, delinkvencijos konstrukto atsiradima lémé tokie veiksniai kaip po-
zitrio j vaikystés fenomeng kaita, parens patriae doktrinos jsigaléjimas Anglijos karalystés juris-
dikcijoje, reformacinis ir vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimai Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose, pozityvistinés
psichologijos ir kriminologijos paplitimas. Vaikystés ir paauglystés fenomeno konstravimas susijes
su nuolat kintanciu socialiniu, kultdriniu ir ekonominiu visuomenés kontekstu, todél pozitris j vai-
kyste peréjo kelis raidos etapus: nesidoméjimo vaikyste, tikéjimo ,,prigimtine nuodéme®, ikiempirinj
vaikystés fenomeno tyrimo ir integruoto pozitrio j vaikyste tyrimo laikotarpius.

Besikeiciantis vaikystés konstruktas tiesiogiai susijes su vaiky ugdymo paradigmy kaita. Anks-
tyvaisiais viduramziais vaikysté buvo siejama su ,prigimtine nuodéme® ir griezta vaiky ugdymo
disciplina, o $vieciamojoje epochoje paplito nuomoné, kad vaikai i§ prigimties yra geri ir tévai bei
visuomené turéty uztikrinti palankia jy ugdymo aplinka. Laipsniskai plintant parens patriae doktri-
nai, vaikysté i§ ekonominés tapo prigimtine vertybe. Atitinkamai keitési ir poziaris j rizikos grupés
vaikus bei jy ugdymo praktika.

Svarbiais delinkvencijos konstrukto raidos veiksniais laikomi reformacinis sajudis, vaiky gelbéji-
mo judéjimas ir reformaciniy mokykly karimas Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose, kuriy kulminacija
buvo pirmojo nepilnameciy teismo jsteigimas Ilinojaus valstijoje. Nepilnameciy jurisdikcijos plétra
lémé sumazéjusig nepilnameciy kriminaling atsakomybe ir atsakomybés amziy, o prevencijos stra-
tegijos perorientuotos nuo bausmiy j vaiko ateities gerovés uztikrinimg. Taigi imtos steigti naujos
institucijos, tokios kaip Seimos namai, nepilnameciy probacijos tarnybos ir specialiosios ugdymo
jstaigos. Mazdaug tuo pat metu panasios reabilitacinés institucijos pradétos steigti ir kitose Vakary
Salyse.
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Prie delinkvencijos konstrukto formavimosi reik§mingai prisidéjo pozityvistiniai psichologijos
ir kriminologijos tyrimai. Tyrimy rezultatai atskleidé delinkvencijos priezastinius psichologinius ir
socialinius veiksnius, nusikalstamo elgesio trajektorijas (angl. pathways), nepilnameciy ir suaugusiy
asmeny asocialaus elgesio skirtumus, taip pat pagrindé reabilitaciniy programy turinj ir jy svarba.
Siandien, tesiant pozityvistinius tyrimus ir diegiant jy rezultatus praktikoje, delinkvencijos fenome-
nas ir toliau kinta.
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Santrauka

Delinkvencijos terminas kiles i$ lotyny kalbos (de - ,,nuo” arba ,,tolyn; linquere - ,,pasitraukti) ir turi gana
daug reik$miy. XV a. senojoje angly kalboje delinkvento sagvoka buvo tapatinama su tokiais epitetais kaip ,,jsta-
tymy lauzytojas®, ,piktadarys® arba ,nusikaltélis. Lietuviy kalboje delinkvencijos sagvoka paplito XX a. adtun-
tajame deSimtmetyje, taciau delinkvencijos konstruktas yra gana senas reiskinys. Jo atsiradimg Vakary valsty-
bése lémé visuomenés socialiné, kultiriné ir ekonominé kaita. Daugelis tyréjy pripazjsta, kad delinkvencijos
konstruktui ypa¢ svarbtis tokie veiksniai kaip vaikystés ir paauglystés fenomeny ,atradimas®, angly teismy
praktikoje paplitusi parens patriae doktrina, reformacinis ir vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimai Jungtinése Amerikos
Valstijose ir XX a. antrojoje puséje pozityvizmu gristy tyrimy suklestéjimas.

Siuo straipsniu siekiama i§ tarpdisciplininés perspektyvos pagristi delinkvencijos sgvokos ir fenomeno
raidg bei apzvelgti juos salygojancius veiksnius. Straipsnyje detaliai analizuojama vaikystés konstrukto kaita
skirtingais istoriniais laikotarpiais, aptariamas parens patriae doktrinos vaidmuo, siekiant apsaugoti vaiky
interesus, nagrinéjama prieglaudy steigimo, reformacinio ir vaiky gelbéjimo judéjimy reik§meé, uztikrinant
nepilnameciy gerove, pagrindziama pozityvistinés psichologijos ir kriminologijos tyrimy svarba. Tyrimas
grindziamas socialinio konstruktyvizmo paradigma. Siekiama paaiskinti, kaip formavosi jvairas socialiniai
reiskiniai skirtingose epochose, esant skirtingiems kultiriniams kontekstams. Socialinis konstruktas gali bati
vertybé, idealas, poziiris, elgesio normos arba pasauléziiira. Sie konstruktai jprastai interpretuojami kaip
zmogaus kirybos ar veiklos produktai. Delinkvencijos fenomenas ir su juo susij¢ prevencijos, intervencijos ir
ugdymo atributai taip pat yra socialiniai konstruktai.

Tiriant delinkvencijos konstrukto ypatumy ir kaitos problematika, pasirinkti teorinis literatiiros analizés
ir delinkvencijos fenomeno raidos rekonstrukcijos metodai. Sie metodai leidZia jsigilinti i tiriamajg sritj ir
atskleisti veiksnius, lémusius delinkvencijos sgvokos ir konstrukto atsiradimg, turinj ir kaita skirtingais istori-
niais laikotarpiais

Vaikystés fenomeno isryskinimas atskleidé, kad nepilnamecdiai savo fiziniais ir psichosocialiniais ypatu-
mais skiriasi nuo suaugusiyjy. Vaikai nekontroliuoja savo aplinkos ir yra pazeidziami, todél visiems jiems,
jskaitant ir nepilnamecius i$ rizikos grupiy, reikalinga tinkama globa. Sig globa nuo $vieciamojo laikotarpio
pradzios buvo siekiama uztikrinti parens patriae doktrina. Galiausiai, pozityvistinés psichologijos ir krimi-
nologijos tyrimai parodé, kad asocialaus elgesio priezastys daznai susije su asmens psichosocialiniais raidos
ypatumais, jo artimiausia aplinka, bendruomenés dezorganizacijos veiksniais ir potencialiy galimybiy apri-
bojimais, todél nepilnameciams turi bti taikoma ribota baudziamoji atsakomybé ir ribojamas atsakomybés
amzius. Tyrimai taip pat rodo, kad reabilitacinés ir ugdomosios strategijos yra kur kas efektyvesnés uz baus-
miy metodus. Daroma i$vada, kad delinkvencijos fenomenas ir toliau kinta.
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Abstract. The term ‘delinquency’ became widespread in the Lithuanian language only in the 1970s, yet the
construct itself is an ancient social phenomenon. Its emergence in Western societies was shaped by social,
cultural, and economic transformations. Many scholars agree that several key factors played an important role
in forming the delinquency construct: the ‘discovery’ of childhood and adolescence as distinct life stages; the
parens patriae doctrine that spread through English legal practice; the reform and child-saving movements
in the United States; and, in the latter half of the twentieth century, the rise of positivist research grounded in
psychology and criminology. This article provides a detailed analysis of how the concept of childhood evolved
across different historical periods, examines the role of the parens patriae doctrine in protecting the interests
of all children, and discusses the significance of the reformatory initiatives and the child-saving movement
in securing the welfare of minors. It also emphasizes the importance of positivist research in psychology and
criminology. The study concludes that the ‘discovery’ of childhood revealed minors to be physically and psy-
chosocially distinct from adults — individuals who lack control over their environment and are inherently
vulnerable. For this reason, all children, including those from at-risk groups, require appropriate care, which
the parens patriae doctrine sought to guarantee since the Enlightenment. Finally, positivist psychology and
criminology have shown that the causes of antisocial behavior are often linked to the psychosocial develop-
ment of the individual, the immediate social environment, community disorganization, and limited access to
opportunities. Consequently, minors should be subject to reduced criminal liability and a lower age of legal
responsibility. Research also demonstrates that rehabilitative and educational strategies are far more effective
than punitive ones. In conclusion, delinquency should be understood as an evolving and continually trans-
forming construct.

Keywords: Delinquency, childhood phenomenon, social constructivism, parens patriae doctrine, child-saving
movement, positivist psychology, criminology.

Introduction

The term delinquency derives from Latin (de — away; linquere — to forsake) and has historically car-
ried multiple meanings. In 15th-century Old English, delinquency was identified as a “lawbreaker,”
“evildoer;” or “criminal” Over time, its meaning broadened to include individuals who fail to fulfill
duties or evade obligations. In contemporary usage, the term is applied more broadly in foreign lit-
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erature. In the United States, for example, a “delinquent electricity bill” refers to an unpaid invoice,
and a “delinquent taxpayer” denotes someone who fails to meet financial obligations to the state on
time. In public and business contexts, delinquency can describe serious violations of work disci-
pline, negligence, conflicts of public and private interests, or deliberate abuse of position and trust.
However, delinquency is most associated with antisocial behavior among minors. It was officially
recognized in legal language after 1899, following the separation of juvenile and adult courts in the
United States, and became prevalent in psychological, sociological, and criminological literature
in the second half of the 20th century. Mention should also be made that delinquency includes a
wide range of behaviors and, for this reason, is interpreted differently across countries (Laurinaityté,
2020).

Although the phenomenon of delinquency has existed throughout human history, the term itself
is a relatively recent construction. The formation of the construct of delinquency was influenced by
social, political, economic, scientific, and religious developments in Western societies. Research-
ers identify four key factors shaping the construct of delinquency: (a) the “discovery” of childhood
and adolescence as distinct developmental stages (Muncie, 2015); (b) the parens patriae doctrine
prevalent in 17th-century court practice; (c) the reformist and child-saving movement in the United
States; (d) the rise of positivist psychology and criminology (Burfeind & Bartusch, 2005). While the
concept of delinquency has roots in European history, it was first institutionalized in the U.S. legal
and social service systems and later, with adaptations, spread to other countries around the world.

In Lithuania, research into issues related to juvenile offenders and the application of its findings
in practice began during the interwar period (Jonaitis, 1930), but the concept of delinquency only
became widespread in the 1980s (Dereskevicius, 1987; Justickis, 1984; Paulauskas, 1988; Valickas,
1997). Over time, some research recommendations were implemented in the development of juve-
nile delinquency prevention strategies and in the optimization of education and training for delin-
quent adolescents in public and special schools.

The object of the study is the reconstruction of the premises for the emergence of the phenom-
enon of delinquency, as well as the historical, socio-economic, legal, and psychological factors that
determine it.

The aim of the study is to substantiate, from an interdisciplinary perspective, the emergence and
evolution of the concept and phenomenon of delinquency and its determining factors.

To achieve this aim, the following objectives were formulated:

1. To reveal the dynamics of changes in the phenomenon of childhood across different historical
periods.

2. To describe the gradual transformation of the parens patriae doctrine into the origins of the
juvenile justice system.

3. To substantiate the positivist approach to the study of the phenomenon of delinquency

Theoretical Basis of the Study

This study adopts a social constructivist paradigm that seeks to explain how social phenomena
emerge and evolve across eras and cultural contexts. Social constructs include values, ideals, atti-
tudes, behavioral norms, and worldviews, and are generally understood as products of human crea-
tion or activity. The phenomenon of delinquency, along with its associated prevention, intervention,
and education attributes, is also a social construct.
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Research Methodology

To examine the characteristics and evolution of the construct of delinquency, this study employs a
method of theoretical literature analysis and reconstruction of the delinquency phenomenon. This ap-
proach allows for a deeper exploration of the factors that shaped the emergence, structure, content, and
transformation of the delinquency construct and concept across different historical periods.

Transformation of Childhood Phenomenon

As noted, the concept of delinquency is most associated with the stages of childhood and adoles-
cence.

The construction of childhood is a complex and evolving phenomenon. Its characteristics across
different child-rearing practices are fundamentally shaped by the historical, economic, cultural, so-
cial, and political context of a particular country or region. Broadly, attitudes toward childhood can
be categorized into several stages: the period of indifference to childhood, the period of “original
sin,” early studies of the phenomenon of childhood, and the era of integrated research into the con-
cept of childhood (Aries, 1965; Kessen, 1965; Watson, 2002). These periods did not necessarily fol-
low a strict chronological order, but each reflected specific features and different sequences, which
varied by region.

According to Juodaityté et al. (2017), contemporary researchers have little material evidence
about what childhood was like in distant epochs. Reconstructing the phenomenon of childhood
becomes particularly difficult when written sources are absent; therefore, childhood in primitive
cultures is often inferred from archaeological artifacts. However, such material evidence can be in-
terpreted in multiple ways. Probably most frequently cited by researchers of childhood is Philippe
Ariés, who, in his book “Centuries of Childhood: A Social History of Family Life”, published in
French in 1960, argues that the concept of childhood was an ‘invention’ of the 17th-18th centuries.
His bold conclusion is based on a detailed analysis of representations of children in art, literature,
fashion, and historical records. According to Aries, prior to the 17th century, childhood was of little
interest; children were regarded as small adults. Childhood was perceived as a transitional period,
whose events were considered insignificant and quickly forgotten. For example, while knowing a
child’s birth date is commonplace today, before the 18th century, this was largely unimportant. Age
was typically gauged by health, accomplishments, and appearance (Aries, 1965).

Aries’ conclusions are supported by Lloyd deMause, founder of psychogenic history, who con-
tends that the history of childhood resembles a long-standing nightmare from which humanity is
only now beginning to awaken. deMause’s research indicates that the further back in time we exam-
ine, the more evident the prevalence of violence against children and the lower the societal concern
for their upbringing and well-being (deMause, 1974, 1982).

Anthropological studies suggest that during the Paleolithic and Neolithic periods, nearly half of
all newborns died due to infanticide (Birdsell, 1968). High child mortality rates were often linked to
scarce material resources, with weaker or disabled children sacrificed to conserve food. Unwanted
infants were frequently abandoned, leading to death by hypothermia or starvation, and in rarer
cases, killed by family or tribe members (Oberman, 2003). In some primitive cultures, newborn
sacrifice was common. Williamson (1978) notes that infanticide occurred on all continents, in both
hunter-gatherer and advanced societies, making it more the rule than the exception. Such coercive
population control persisted until the advent of agriculture during the Neolithic period. The up-
bringing of surviving children focused on cultivating skills necessary for survival and the continu-
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ation of the family line. Nevertheless, physical and sexual violence against children was widespread
in many primitive societies (Brown, 1991; Rascovsky, 1995).

Archaeological findings also offer insights into child-rearing practices during the Neolithic and
Iron Ages. Juodaityte (2003) and Juodaityte et al. (2017) note that toys in ancient cultures were
often miniature replicas of adult tools used for work or hunting, indicating that children’s play was
intended to prepare them for adult responsibilities rather than for entertainment.

Taken together, research from anthropology, archaeology, sociology, and history suggests that
child-rearing practices in primitive societies ranged from minimal supervision to outright neglect
or even violence. Childhood was viewed as a natural life stage, but it was neither highly valued nor
given special attention, and childhood was not generally considered a value.

As societies progressed, attitudes toward childhood began to change. In Ancient Greece, philoso-
phers such as Plato, Aristotle, Plutarch, and others wrote extensively about childhood and child-
rearing practices. Their works reveal that children and their parents faced numerous social, eco-
nomic, and psychological challenges. For instance, due to high mortality rates, children were often
named seven or more days after birth. Infanticide was also relatively common. In Athens and other
Greek cities, the family head determined whether a newborn would live, whereas in Sparta, the
decision was made by the state. Disabled children and girls were less desirable and were more fre-
quently abandoned in market spaces, left to die from starvation or hypothermia (deMause, 1982).
Conversely, the birth of healthy children was associated with the expectation that they would care
for aging parents in the future. Children were often named after parents or grandparents to instill
respect for elders. During rites of passage, children often received a jug as a gift and tasted wine for
the first time. Archaeological findings preserved in modern museums, including toys for children
of different ages—from clay rattles for infants to dolls and dice for older children—reflect the varied
needs of children at different age stages (Andreu-Cabrera et al., 2010). Families also kept animals to
entertain and engage children. Later, children were required to leave their favorite toys at the temple,
marking the formal end of childhood.

In Athens, boys attended school early in the morning, while girls were occupied with household
tasks. In Sparta, by contrast, seven-year-old boys were sent to military barracks to begin rigorous
training. Violence toward new arrivals was common, and children were expected to obey orders,
endure fatigue, and excel in combat. They were made to shave their heads, walk barefoot, and play
naked, with misconduct punished by flogging. The scarcity of food often forced boys to find their
own food, and theft was met with whipping. Teenagers spent substantial time in athletic training,
including wrestling, javelin, and discus throwing (Andreu-Cabrera et al., 2010).

Plato (427-347 BC) focused more on education than on the psychological characteristics of hu-
man development, viewing childhood as a transitional period to adulthood. He emphasized the
importance of shaping good citizens, defenders of the state, and future leaders during childhood.
To achieve complete harmony, it is necessary to balance the development of the body and mind, as
well as the interests of the individual and society. Unlike Plato, Aristotle (384-322 BCE) argued that
children are, by nature, lacking in self-control and inclined to pursue pleasure. According to him,
they are pathologically weak, physically disproportionate, and, most importantly, irrational. For
this reason, they are closer to animals than to a mature human being. For Aristotle, perfection was
achieved through proper education, providing both practical and theoretical wisdom. Education
was considered a public responsibility rather than a purely familial one, with the goal of producing
citizens who could serve the state (Monteils-Laeng, 2017).
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In Ancient Rome, infant mortality was also considerably high. Girls were named on the eighth
day after birth, and boys on the ninth. Children who died before the age of one were not mourned.
Until age seven, children were primarily cared for by their mothers, after which the father assumed
responsibility for training them in trades and preparing them for life, exercising patria potestas—
unlimited parental authority. According to historians, corporal punishment was a primary method
of upbringing, and children began assisting with household work as early as five. Engagement dur-
ing childhood was permissible with parental consent, and in some cases, children as young as ten
could be held criminally responsible for serious offenses. Childhood ended relatively early for girls,
who married at 12 or older, while boys typically married around 25. Marriages were often political
or economic arrangements organized by the family patriarch (Bradley, 1991). It is important to note
that in both Ancient Greece and Rome, the lives of upper-class families and the upbringing of their
children differed from those in lower socioeconomic classes.

It is evident that in ancient times, there were significant differences in the status of children
and adults. While children were often regarded as economic assets, societies gradually placed more
emphasis on education and upbringing. In Athens, education focused on cultivating the mind and
spirit, whereas in Sparta, military training for adolescents was paramount. Archaeological findings
indicate that a considerable portion of children’s leisure time was spent playing games and social-
izing with peers. Although philosophers of the era were not primarily concerned with childhood,
their works reflect both the Dionysian view—that children are corrupt or evil—and the Apollonian
view—that children are pure and innocent in this regard (Jenks, 2015).

The Middle Ages spanned approximately a millennium, during which child-rearing practices
varied across European regions. Nevertheless, certain trends were common between the 5th and
15th centuries. According to Aries (1965), high child mortality rates limited parental attachment to
offspring; roughly one-third of children died before age six, with slightly fewer dying between ages
seven and sixteen. Concurrently, the doctrine of “original sin,” which gained influence in Europe,
held that children were inherently evil and required strict discipline, prayer, and punishment. As
a result, children were often treated with indifference or even cruelty. Physical punishment was
one of the principal methods of upbringing, encapsulated in the proverb, “spare the rod and spoil
the child” Lloyd deMause (1974) describes the “battering syndrome” prevalent during this period,
wherein mothers would spank crying infants until they calmed down or even turned blue. Older
children in Sunday schools and monastic schools were sometimes whipped while kneeling in the
“horsing” position—on knees and hands—before peers. Given the chaotic and dangerous nature of
the Middle Ages, physical punishment was widely regarded as necessary preparation for future chal-
lenges, with pain interpreted as a consequence of misbehavior (deMause, 1974).

Children in medieval societies were expected to contribute to household and community labor
from an early age. Responsibilities included caring for younger siblings and animals, performing
agricultural work, preparing meals, delivering goods, and participating in family businesses. Medi-
eval and childhood historian Nicholas Orme (2003, 2006) notes that evidence of children’s work can
be seen both in small fingerprints on period pottery and in coroner reports detailing the causes of
childhood deaths, including domestic accidents, falls, animal-inflicted wounds, and drowning. In
the early Middle Ages, canon law permitted girls to marry as young as twelve and boys at fourteen,
with marriages arranged by parents and dowries or gifts prepared by the girl’s family for the future
spouse.

Similar attitudes toward childhood prevailed in early American colonial communities. Many set-
tlers adhered to the doctrine of “original sin,” believing that children required salvation, which could
not be achieved through excessive affection, attachment, or leniency. Like in Western European
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countries, upbringing was based on strict discipline. In some communities, so-called child exchang-
es or apprenticeship practices spread among families, with the aim of teaching children a new craft.
For example, if a family’s business was blacksmithing, one of the blacksmith’s children would have to
live with a farmer’s family and learn farming. In turn, the blacksmith’s family would take a child from
the farmer’s household. It was believed that by living in another family, a child would not be spoiled
and would grow into a more disciplined and responsible adult. Homeless or abandoned children
were often trained in crafts by being apprenticed to local families of farmers or artisans. In addition
to the family, the church and local community were crucial institutions for upbringing. Rothman
(1971) notes that families were responsible for teaching children respect for parents, the law, and au-
thority; the church’s duty was to monitor parental methods and moral guidance; and the community
observed and took notice of children’s behavioral deviations. The harmonious functioning of these
three institutions was believed to protect the community from evil and crime. Colonial communities
also implemented the English-derived Poor Laws, which provided support for the poor and disabled
children, required antisocial individuals to work in closed institutions, and obligated parents to care
for their maturing children and children to care for disabled or aging parents. Disobedient children
were subject to the Stubborn Child Law, which sanctioned physical punishment for defiance and
serious offenses. In exceptional cases, a disobedient son could even be punished by death.

As Aries (1965) notes, until the end of the Middle Ages, a lack of societal interest in childhood
did not imply that parents did not love their children. The ambiguous attitudes toward childhood—
marked by both indifference and cruelty—can be attributed to several factors: the belief that children
are born evil due to “original sin” and require strict control; high child mortality, which hindered the
development of strong emotional attachments; extreme poverty, limiting parents’ ability to dedicate
time and resources to upbringing; and the economic necessity of involving children in family or
other paid work from an early age. Consequently, children were seen not only as bearers of “original
sin” but also as economic assets.

During the Renaissance, and later the Enlightenment, societal attitudes toward the family and
childhood began to shift. Aries (1965) emphasizes that the family became not merely an institution
for passing on names and inheritance, but also a space for nurturing the child’s body and soul. This
evolving understanding of family roles transformed society’s perception of childhood. Theologians
and physicians were among the first to focus on children’s welfare. In the 18th century, Sunday
schools emerged in Great Britain and later in other parts of Europe. In 1751, under the orders of
King William, the first such type of institution for working children was established in the town of
Dursley. Classes were usually held after Sunday services in a church-adjacent space, teaching the
fundamentals of reading, writing, arithmetic, and catechism. Sunday schools are considered precur-
sors to modern public education systems.

Around the same period, the first medical manuals on childcare appeared. In 1748, William
Cadogan published “An Essay upon Nursing and the Management of Children from their Birth to
Three Years of Age” in England, and in 1804, William Buchan’s “Advice to Mothers, on the Subject
of their own Health, and on the Means of Promoting the Health, Strength, and Beauty, of their Off-
spring” appeared in the United States, providing guidance on childbirth, infant feeding, care, child-
hood illnesses, and their treatment. These publications were later complemented by philosophical
and pedagogical works on child education and care.

Among the first philosophers to take a profound interest in the phenomenon of childhood were
John Locke (1632-1714) and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778). Although their perspectives dif-
fered radically, their works laid the philosophical foundations for modern research into child devel-
opment. In “An Essay Concerning Human Understanding”, Locke (1998) argues that humans are
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born with no a priori knowledge. A newborn’s consciousness is a “blank slate” (tabula rasa), with
sensory experience serving as the sole source of ideas. Locke distinguishes between external and
internal experience, or sensations and reflection. External experience arises when objects outside us
affect the senses, while internal experience emerges when the mind examines the soul’s inner states
and activities. Internal experience may consist of various operations of thought, images, fantasies,
desires, and emotions. According to Locke, the ideas acquired from both sources of experience are
the raw materials for knowledge, but are not knowledge itself. The material of sensation and reflec-
tion must undergo further processing, which involves combining sensory inputs with past experi-
ences, integrating different sensations into a coherent whole, and abstracting key features to create
meaningful knowledge (Locke, 1998; Newman, 2007).

In his later work, “Some Thoughts Concerning Education”, Locke equates a developing child to
a traveler in a new country who must learn its customs and traditions. Learning is not achieved
through blind rule memorization, but through lived experience. If opportunities to acquire knowl-
edge do not arise naturally, they must be deliberately created. Experience, Locke asserts, is the moth-
er of habits, and once formed, proper behavior occurs without further effort

According to Locke, the goal of education is to instill essential virtues and to use reason to over-
come irrational desires. Although children are naturally selfish and susceptible to temptation, they
are not inherently evil. Parents and educators are tasked with helping children establish a moral
foundation that aligns personal desires with societal interests. Understanding the nature of children
and the characteristics of childhood is essential to this process. While Locke emphasizes the impor-
tance of discipline, he insists that it is a means rather than an end. Discipline should never be harsh,
and when applying it, parents and educators must consider the child’s age and individual character-
istics (Locke, 2012; Yolton & Alexander, 1986).

Jean-Jacques Rousseau is often credited with the “discovery” of adolescence. Although he had
no formal pedagogical training, his book “Emile, or On Education” brought him both fame and
personal misfortune. Upon its publication, the work was condemned by the Faculty of Theology in
Paris and was later banned by the authorities in Geneva. Rousseau was primarily accused of denying
the concept of “original sin”

According to Rousseau, children are inherently good, and it is society that corrupts them. Knowl-
edge is acquired through the senses, so children must actively interact with favorable environmental
factors. He argued that children should not be swaddled or otherwise restricted in their movements,
as free movement is the foundation for learning through experience. Rousseau believed that grow-
ing children should be introduced to the natural sciences not through textbooks in closed rooms,
but through active engagement in an open environment. This must occur gradually, taking into ac-
count the child’s developmental stage. In a supportive environment, a child’s potential abilities, as
well as natural and healthy inclinations, are revealed, whereas a corrupt society suppresses the free
nature of a human being. Rousseau maintained that no one can be guaranteed eternal happiness, but
a free individual possesses the inner resources to create it.

Rousseau was one of the first philosophers who, in classifying human development, sought to
apply the concept of a life-span perspective. He distinguished the following stages: infancy (birth
to 2 years), the age of Nature (2-12 years), preadolescence (12-15 years), puberty (15-20 years),
and adulthood (25-25 years). Accordingly, a child’s education should focus on physical growth and
the development of the senses through experience in childhood, direct practical experience from
childhood to adolescence, and morality and religious development from puberty to adulthood. In
childhood, the necessity is to protect the child from harmful social influences until rational thought
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develops. In adolescence, the stage of understanding and cognitive growth, self-esteem, moral rea-
soning, and social competence are cultivated. Rousseau also argued that sexual relations should be
postponed until at least age twenty. He emphasized the qualitative differences between children and
adults, noting that childhood involves natural and unique processes of sensation, perception, and
thought, whereas adults manipulate and forcibly attempt to replace them with their own (Rousseau,
1979).

Although the ideas on childhood by both John Locke and Rousseau faced criticism, their works
profoundly influenced Western culture. Enlightenment ideas spread rapidly among educators and
parents of higher social and economic classes. Over time, it became recognized that childhood is
qualitatively distinct from later life stages, and early experiences play a crucial role in shaping adult-
hood.

Consequently, attitudes toward childhood evolved during the Enlightenment. Progressive educa-
tors argued that parenting methods should align with child development patterns and be consistent
across home and institutional education. The prevailing view emerged that children, due to their
physical and psychological vulnerability, require safe environments, supervision, and care. Disci-
pline must not conflict with essential child needs such as food, sleep, communication, play, or lei-
sure. Instead, childhood is a period in which the maturing individual discovers and understands the
surrounding world, and pedagogical interaction fosters the full development of potential. By the end
of the Enlightenment, childhood had become recognized as a natural value.

This brief overview demonstrates that attitudes toward childhood underwent several transforma-
tions prior to the Enlightenment. Initially, the phenomenon of childhood attracted little attention,
and children were regarded as small adults; over time, however, by working in their own and in other
families, they became an economic asset. In the Middle Ages, children were considered inherently
evil due to “original sin,” and child-rearing practices focused on overcoming this perceived evil
through discipline and prayer. In the 17th and 18th centuries, medical doctors, theologians, and phi-
losophers began to examine the phenomenon of childhood, though their views differed significantly.
Locke argued that children are neutral and shaped by their environment, whereas Rousseau believed
that children are inherently good and it is the duty of educators to protect them from the influence
of a negative social environment. Over time, Locke’s concept of the ‘tabula rasa’ and his emphasis
on sensory experience became the foundation of behaviorist developmental theories, while Rous-
seau’s worldview on the child’s activity and natural development influenced the pedagogical views of
Montessori and Piaget. In the early 20th century, scholars such as Sigmund Freud, Erik Erikson, and
Alfred Adler emphasized the critical role of childhood in human development, while in the United
States, Stanley Hall investigated the unique characteristics of adolescence, describing it as a period of
“storm and stress.” The ideas of these and other researchers contributed to the emergence of a para-
digm of an integrated approach to childhood. Such an approach emphasizes holistic development
and considers the significance of biological, psychological, and social factors.

Parents patriae doctrine and the evolution of the juvenile justice system

As mentioned above, the second factor contributing to the construction of the delinquency phe-
nomenon is the English legal doctrine of parens patriae. Although its origins are linked to the prin-
ciple of Prerogative Regis at the end of the 14th and beginning of the 15th centuries, its prevalence
is related to the emergence of a new approach to childhood. This legal doctrine allowed the king
(and later the state) to protect individuals who, due to age, intellectual capacity, or mental disorders,
could not adequately defend their own interests. During the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, in-
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heritance and custody disputes were usually resolved by chancery courts, which regulated feudal
rights to transfer property, privileges, and duties within families. Chancery courts were established
to provide just settlements and to resolve disputes in a way that maintained the king’s prerogative.
The courts were subordinate to the king, so the parens patriae doctrine conferred upon him, as the
lawful guardian of his lands and people, with virtually unlimited authority in solving inheritance
matters (Curtis, 1976).

However, protecting the interests of all children in this way was practically impossible. The parens
patriae doctrine was initially applied only to children who inherited land or other estate. As their
guardian, the king could not only represent the child’s or disabled person’s interests and protect the
inheritance of wealthy families from ambitious relatives, but also dispose of it. Over time, the chan-
cery courts expanded the scope of the parens patriae doctrine. Since the protection, gaining custody,
and control of noble children were tied to the king’s political and economic interests, the courts be-
gan addressing broader issues of child custody and welfare. As societal attitudes toward childhood
evolved, so did parental expectations. If the court deemed that parents could not adequately care for
their children, the principle of in loco parentis was applied, allowing the appointment of a temporary
guardian. However, the chancery courts initially had no jurisdiction over children charged with
criminal offenses. Unlike pro-social children, whose civil status corresponded to a ward, juvenile
offenders were treated as criminals posing a threat to public order and the state. Their cases, like
those of adult offenders, were heard by Magistrates’ and Crown courts. Over time, the parens patriae
doctrine became incorporated into the juvenile justice system.

At the beginning of the 19th century, American reformers adopted the parens patriae concept
from the English legal doctrine. Juvenile offenders, vagrant, and pauper children were initially treat-
ed alike and placed together in houses of refuge, reflecting the belief that long-term poverty led
to criminal activity. At that time, little distinction was made between pauper, vagrant, or criminal
children. The primary goal of the moral reform movement and the houses of refuge was to reform
wayward youth through a strict daily routine, formal education, and work. Education at school was
held in the morning, and work took place in the afternoon. Houses of refuge also sometimes con-
tracted with different manufacturers to provide revenue (Rothman, 1971). It should be noted that
only “promising adolescents” were admitted to houses of refuge; minors who had committed serious
or repeated crimes were sent to adult institutions (Fox, 1970).

Critics of the moral reform movement and houses of refuge argued that the combination of rou-
tine, discipline, and long working hours made houses of refuge indistinguishable from adult prisons.
Reformers believed the family home was the most favorable environment for children, not the in-
stitution. Consequently, they proposed placing out delinquent and vagrant children to the western
regions of America, where newly established farming families needed additional hands. This initia-
tive gave rise to the “orphan trains” movement, spearheaded by Charles Loring Brace, a Yale Uni-
versity clergyman who founded the New York Children’s Aid Society in 1853. Brace argued that the
best environment for children rejected by society was a farmer’s home, and that American farmers
were the most solid and intelligent social class. Placing children with farming communities received
widespread public support, as it was believed this approach would both “drain the cities” of homeless
and vagrant children and provide farmers with inexpensive extra labor (Mennel, 1973). Placing-out
initiatives were soon implemented by other organizations, but eventually met with widespread so-
cial criticism.

In addition to placing out socially rejected children to the American West, another group of
reformers proposed establishing local reform schools designed to resemble a home environment.
Unlike homes of refuge, children lived in small groups in separate cottages with matrons or patrons
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and attended public schools. Affectionate discipline, rather than physical punishment, was used to
foster positive relationships between children and guardians. With the onset of the Industrial Revo-
lution, reform schools began to focus not only on formal education but also on vocational training
(Mennel, 1973). The commitment to reform schools was based on the state’s parens patriae author-
ity, which enabled state authorities to assume parental custody and control. Despite numerous legal
challenges, reformers continued to advocate and encourage governmental intervention in the lives
of dependent, neglected, and delinquent children.

The period between 1880 and 1920 is often labeled as the Progressive Era in US history. Accord-
ingly, the newly emerging child-saving movement applied progressive principles to the challenges
posed by juvenile delinquency. Although social Darwinism took root in U.S. public policy in the
mid-19th century, the child-saving movement posed a significant challenge to this philosophy. The
core of the movement consisted of women from middle- and upper-class backgrounds who rejected
the Social Darwinist link between poverty and crime and sought to alleviate the miseries of urban
life and to solve social problems by rational enlightenment and scientific methods (Platt, 1977). As
a result, the parens patriae doctrine took on additional significance in North America. Participants
in the child-saving movement argued that children are not simply small adults and that, because of
the uniqueness of their psychosocial development, they require special attention from both their
families and state institutions. Juvenile offenders should also be treated equally. Thus, reformers
believed that when families failed to adequately care for and educate children, the state needed to in-
tervene. Such state intervention would ensure the proper application of the parens patriae doctrine.
Members of the child-saving movement also strongly opposed placing minors in adult penitentiary
institutions.

Members of the movement understood that child welfare could only be enhanced through co-
operation with political and professional organizations. As noted, the emergence of the construct
and concept of “delinquency” is often associated with the establishment of the first juvenile court
in Illinois in 1899, initiated by the Chicago Women’s Club, Illinois Conference of Charities, and the
Chicago Bar Association. Juvenile court had jurisdiction over cases involving juvenile offenders, ne-
glected children, and dependent children. Any child under the age of sixteen who violated any state
law, as well as city or village ordinance, was considered delinquent. The definitions of neglected or
dependent child were much broader than that of a delinquent, encompassing factors such as home-
lessness, lack of parental care, neglect, and experience of abuse. Additionally, children under the age
of eight who begged or received alms and entertained the public by singing or performing in the
streets were considered neglected and in need of care. Because of this broad definition of delinquent,
neglected, and dependent children, juvenile courts were granted broad jurisdiction. Unlike adult
courts, whose main objectives were to impose proportionate punishment for the crime committed
and ensure justice, juvenile courts focused on the social rehabilitation of adolescents.

It should be noted that an attempt to separate adult and juvenile courts was also made in Mas-
sachusetts in 1874. Later, juvenile courts became part of the federal court system. Accordingly, from
1906 onward, new institutions such as foster care homes, juvenile probation services, and correc-
tional facilities were established, allowing delinquent children who had broken the law or been re-
moved from at-risk families to be rehabilitated separately from adult criminals. Juvenile cases were
treated as civil rather than criminal, decided by a single judge rather than a twelve-member jury.
Cases were discussed in closed hearings, and their records were confidential and kept in separate
archives. The interests of the state and the juvenile were equally important (Small, 1997).

The creation of the juvenile justice system is often labeled as the culmination of a century-long
social change. Over this period, the jurisdictions of children and adults were separated, the range of
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services provided was expanded, various models of rehabilitation were developed, and the parens
patriae doctrine was firmly established in juvenile jurisdiction.

Despite certain limitations, the parens patriae doctrine remains a fundamental component of
the juvenile justice system in European countries. It ensures that children’s interests are represented
and that their educational needs in families at risk are met. For instance, if parents are unable, for
various reasons, to provide adequate care and education, courts and other state institutions have full
legal authority to place children in more favorable social environments for a determined period.
Similarly, when a minor breaks the law, the state undertakes to assume from the parents their func-
tions of care and upbringing by placing the child in a special education institution. The widespread
application of the parens patriae doctrine lowers the age of criminal responsibility for minors and
emphasizes rehabilitation over punishment.

The Positivist Approach

Another important factor influencing the evolution of the delinquency construct was the emergence
of positivist psychology and criminology. Positivism flourished in the second half of the 19th cen-
tury, and although it received considerable criticism, it remains one of the dominant approaches to
the study of delinquency today. The positivist doctrine holds that scientific knowledge is the only
form of objective understanding and that its source is experience. Positivists studying crime and de-
linquency rely on scientific research methods, such as observation, surveys, testing, interviews, and
data analysis, to draw conclusions about patterns of criminal and delinquent behavior. Researchers
in this tradition often look for causal relationships between delinquency and psychological, social,
or economic factors. Positivist psychology and criminology generally do not rely on qualitative re-
search; instead, they aim to support conclusions with quantitative indicators.

On the other hand, the positivist approach is not homogeneous. For example, proponents of bio-
logical positivism argue that delinquent behavior is linked to somatic characteristics (Sheldon, 1940,
1949), lower intelligence, brain chemical imbalances, and chromosomal abnormalities (Gottfredson
& Hirschi, 1990; Schug & Fradella, 2015; Howitt, 2009). Psychological positivism, in turn, does not
exclude the influence of external factors of delinquent and criminal behavior, but also emphasizes
the importance of internal psychological factors. Negative external factors, such as social neglect,
parental addictions, conflicts, or family violence, are filtered through the child’s experiences and
become important internal determinants of delinquent behavior (Marsh, 2006; McGuire, 2008). Ad-
vocates of social positivism also believe that criminality is linked to socio-economic problems, such
as high poverty rates, unemployment, unequal access to education across social classes, and chal-
lenges to achieving social justice (Gottfredson & Hirschi, 1990; McLaughlin & Muncie, 2005). The
popularity of positivist psychology and criminology stems from their ability to identify individual
and social factors underlying delinquent and criminal behavior and to predict effective prevention
measures. Research in this field has confirmed that, unlike adults, delinquent adolescents respond
much more favorably to educational strategies than to punitive ones.

Studies show that between 50% and 75% of individuals entering the juvenile justice system ex-
hibit various mental health disorders (Underwood, Washington, 2016). Pliszka (Pliszka, Sherman
et al., 2000) states that conduct disorder may be present in 60%, attention deficit and hyperactivity
disorder in 18%, and oppositional defiant disorder in 24% of juveniles placed in detention centers.
Between 15% and 30% of juveniles were diagnosed with depression or dysthymia (Weiss, Garber,
2003), and 11% to 32% with post-traumatic stress disorder (Abram, K., Teplin, L., et al., 2004). De-
linquent adolescents also commonly struggle with substance use problems. For example, Teplin et
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al. (2002) found that nearly 26% of boys and 27% of girls placed in temporary detention centers were
alcohol dependent. According to Pliszka et al. (2000), 46% of juveniles who committed crimes were
dependent on marijuana.

Research based on the positivist approach has also highlighted not only the unique needs of
delinquent youth but also the essential differences between the antisocial and criminal behavior
patterns of adults and juveniles. Their findings indicate that crimes committed by delinquent ado-
lescents are less dangerous to society than those committed by adults. As early as 1961, Eaton and
Polk (Eaton, Polk, 1961), in their classic work Assessment of Delinquency, wrote that the so-called
“average delinquent” is not dangerous and that most of them become law-abiding adults. Juvenile
offenses are often unplanned, episodic, and opportunistic. The causes and motives of antisocial and
criminal behavior differ substantially between delinquent adolescents and adults. Risk-taking dur-
ing adolescence is linked to the underdevelopment of the adolescent brain’s executive area. Minors
are especially negatively affected by an antisocial environment, which, unlike adults, they cannot
control. Adolescents are also more strongly influenced by substances such as alcohol and drugs.

Positivist research shows that delinquency prevention is more effective when combined with var-
ious rehabilitation measures that aim not only to change a child’s or adolescent’s environment but
also to alter their thinking, values, attitudes, or behavior. The most effective juvenile rehabilitation
programs employ methods such as teaching interpersonal skills, various behavior interventions,
cognitive skills training, structured individual counseling, teaching self-management skills, and
providing advocacy services in teaching family homes (McGuire, 2008). The isolation of delinquent
adolescents from society is considered an extreme measure in many countries and is applied only
for a short period.

Conclusions

Delinquency is a relatively new concept, but a very old phenomenon. Although interpretations of
delinquency have varied across countries, several common features can be identified in its defini-
tion. First, delinquent behavior involves violating certain social or legal norms. Delinquency is also
linked to the stages of childhood, adolescence, or early youth. Since juvenile offenders differ fun-
damentally from adults in their psychological and social characteristics, it is widely recognized that
criminal liability applied to adults is not suitable for them. To modify the behavior of delinquent
children and adolescents, it is necessary to consider their unique needs and to direct preventive
strategies not toward punishment, but to combine them with rehabilitative goals and methods.

Many researchers agree that the emergence of the delinquency construct was determined by
factors such as changes in attitudes toward the phenomenon of childhood, the establishment of the
parens patriae doctrine in the jurisdiction of the Kingdom of England, the reformatory and child-
saving movements in the United States, and the spread of positivist psychology and criminology.
The construction of childhood and adolescence as phenomena is closely related to the continuously
changing social, cultural, and economic context of society. As a result, the perception of childhood
has gone through several developmental stages: a period of indifference to childhood, a time of be-
lief in “original sin,” a pre-empirical period of childhood studies, and an era of integrated approaches
to the study of childhood.

The changing construct of childhood is directly linked to shifts in educational paradigms. In the
early Middle Ages, childhood was associated with “original sin” and strict child discipline, whereas
during the Enlightenment, the prevailing view was that children are inherently good and that par-
ents and society should ensure favorable conditions for their upbringing. With the gradual spread of
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the parens patriae doctrine, childhood evolved from an economic value to an intrinsic one. Conse-
quently, attitudes toward children at risk and practices in their rehabilitation also changed.

The evolution of the delinquency construct was significantly influenced by the reformatory and
child-saving movements and by the establishment of reform schools in the United States, culminat-
ing in the creation of the first juvenile court in the State of Illinois. With the expansion of juvenile
jurisdiction, the criminal responsibility and age of criminal responsibility for minors were reduced,
and prevention strategies shifted from punishment-oriented measures to those focused on ensuring
children’s futures and well-being. As a result, new institutions such as foster homes, juvenile pro-
bation services, and specialized educational establishments began to emerge in the United States.
Around the same time, similar rehabilitative institutions were founded in other Western countries.

Positivist research in psychology and criminology has also made a substantial contribution to the
construction of the delinquency phenomenon. Empirical findings revealed the causal psychological
and social factors underlying this phenomenon, the pathways leading to criminal behavior, the dif-
ferences between juvenile and adult antisocial behavior, and the importance and content of rehabili-
tative programs. Due to ongoing positivist research and the implementation of its results in practice,
the phenomenon of delinquency continues to evolve as a dynamic construct.
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Summary

The term delinquency derives from Latin (de — away; linquere — to forsake) and has historically carried mul-
tiple meanings. In 15th-century Old English, delinquency was identified as a “lawbreaker;” “evildoer,” or
“criminal. The term ‘delinquency’ became widespread in the Lithuanian language only in the 1970s, yet the
construct itself is an ancient social phenomenon. Its emergence in Western societies was shaped by social,
cultural, and economic transformations. Many scholars agree that several key factors played an important role
in forming the delinquency construct: the ‘discovery’ of childhood and adolescence as distinct life stages; the
parens patriae doctrine that spread through English legal practice; the reform and child-saving movements
in the United States; and, in the latter half of the twentieth century, the rise of positivist research grounded in

psychology and criminology.

The aim of the study is to substantiate, from an interdisciplinary perspective, the emergence and evolution
of the concept and phenomenon of delinquency and its determining factors. This article provides a detailed
analysis of how the concept of childhood evolved across different historical periods, examines the role of
the parens patriae doctrine in protecting the interests of all children, and discusses the significance of the
reformatory initiatives and the child-saving movement in securing the welfare of minors. It also emphasizes
the importance of positivist research in psychology and criminology.

This study adopts a social constructivist paradigm that seeks to explain how social phenomena emerge and
evolve across eras and cultural contexts. Social constructs include values, ideals, attitudes, behavioral norms,
and worldviews, and are generally understood as products of human creation or activity. The phenomenon
of delinquency, along with its associated prevention, intervention, and education attributes, is also a social
construct.

To examine the characteristics and evolution of the construct of delinquency, this study employs a method
of theoretical literature analysis and reconstruction of the delinquency phenomenon. This approach allows for
a deeper exploration of the factors that shaped the emergence, structure, content, and transformation of the
delinquency construct and concept across different historical periods.

The study concludes that the ‘discovery’ of childhood revealed minors to be physically and psychosocially
distinct from adults — individuals who lack control over their environment and are inherently vulnerable.
For this reason, all children, including those from at-risk groups, require appropriate care, which the parens
patriae doctrine sought to guarantee since the Enlightenment. Finally, positivist psychology and criminology
have shown that the causes of antisocial behavior are often linked to the psychosocial development of the in-
dividual, the immediate social environment, community disorganization, and limited access to opportunities.
Consequently, minors should be subject to reduced criminal liability and a lower age of legal responsibility.
Research also demonstrates that rehabilitative and educational strategies are far more effective than punitive
ones. In conclusion, delinquency should be understood as an evolving and continually transforming con-
struct.
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