PRATARME

66-ajame Tautosakos darby tome spausdinami straipsniai aprépia skirtingas folk-
loro ir mitologijos temas, orientuotas tiek | tradicing pasauléziiirg, tiek j nidieng.
Tomas pradedamas dviem straipsniais, skirtais vis labiau Siuolaikinéje folkloristi-
koje jsigalintiems autobiografiniy pasakojimy tyrimams. Penkiy autoriy — Oksanos
Labashchuk, Tetianos Harasym, Tetianos Reshetukhos, Katarzynos Majbrodos ir
Oksanos Verbovetskos — straipsnyje autobiografiniai pasakojimai nagrinéjami ypac
aktualiame Siandienos kontekste: pasitelkdamos naratologijos ir folkloristikos me-
todologijas, autorés gilinasi | autobiografinius pasakojimus, atskleidZiancius Zmo-
niy patirtis prasidéjus karui Ukrainoje. Remiantis vos daugiau nei per metus (nuo
2022 m. kovo iki 2023 m. geguzeés) atlikta 127 respondenty apklausa, pristatomos
karo pabégéliy i§ Ukrainos interviu temos, aptariama tokiy pasakojimy struktira ir
pateikéjy pasirinktos saves vaizdavimo strategijos. Antrajame tomo straipsnyje Jurga
Jonutyté, atsigrezdama j egodokumentikq, kelia klausimgq, ar vadinamieji paprasti
laiskai galéty buti pasitelkiami kaip antropologiniy tyrimy medZiaga. Derindama
epistoliarikg tirianciy mokslininky bei antropology ir filosofy teorines jZvalgas, auto-
ré gilinasi j poetés Janinos Degutytés korespondencijg, kurioje isryskéja jvairiis, nuo
situacijos priklausantys, momentiniai poetés autoporiretai.

Siemet Sventéme 85-gsias profesoriaus Norberto Veliaus (1938—1996) gimimo
metines. Dalis Siame tome spausdinamy straipsniy plétoja jo iSkeltas pamatines lie-
tuviy mitologijos temas ir dar kartq primena, kad tokie mitologijos tyrimai iki Siol
aktualis lietuviy mokslininkams. Siuose straipsniuose aptariami velniy ir angely,
ragany ir burtininky bei kity ,nepaprasty zZmoniy" vaizdiniai. Lina Bugiené, rem-
damasi XXI a. pradzios folkloriniy ekspedicijy duomenimis, nagrinéja raganavimg
Siuolaikinéje Lietuvos kaimo bendruomenéje. Straipsnyje j jj zvelgiama kaip j sinkre-
tinj reiskinj, kuriam priklauso ne tik raganos, bet ir kiti su maginiu kenkimu susije
nepaprasti zmoneés: burtininkai, piktos akies turétojai, uzkalbétojai. Visy jy kenké-
jiska veikla analizuojama remiantis kaimynés raganos fenomeno, veikiancio abie-
juose opozicijos savas — svetimas poliuose, samprata. Andrius Kaniava, remdamasis
mentalinio krastovaizdZio koncepcija ir viety tautosakos tyrimais, atskleidzia Plateliy
ezero kaip mitologinés vietos svarbq. Nagrinédamas padavimus, jis isskiria tris vietos
mitiSkumg nusakancius mitologiniy siuzety tipus: tai padavimai apie Plateliy eZero
atsiradimg ir po Zeme susisiekiancius eZerus, povandeninj Plateliy pasaulj (auky rei-
kalaujantj eZerq) ir Plateliy eZero valdove. Jiraté Slekonyté atlicka lyginamgjj lietuviy
stebuklinés pasakos ,,Sutartis nesiprausti (ATU 361) tyrimq. Pasitelkdama kity
Saliy tautosaking medziagq, ji analizuoja nejprastq zmogaus sutartj su velniu — tam
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tikrq mety skaiciy nesilaikyti kiino higienos reikalavimy. Siq sutartj juykdes, herojus
simboliskai atgimsta, pasikeicia jo socialiné padétis. Straipsnyje taip pat nagrinéja-
ma, kaip lietuviy stebuklinés pasakos siuzetq galéjo paveikti lietuviskai 1926 m. pir-
mq kartq paskelbta broliy Grimmy pasaka ,,Lokio kailis“. Solveiga Slapikiené, pa-
sitelkdama lietuviy sakytinés tautosakos tekstus, analizuoja mitinius angely ir velniy
vaizdinius bei jy squeikg tradiciniame lietuviy pasaulévaizdyje. Aptariamos angely
ir velniy, veikianciy tomis paciomis aplinkybémis, ypatybés, pristatoma mitologiné
bendros angely ir velniy prigimties idéja bei Siy mitiniy butybiy kaip Zmoniy palydovy
samprata. Tyrimas parodo, kad lietuviy sakytinés tautosakos tekstuose apie angely ir
velniy squeikq susijungia ir ikikrik$¢ioniski, ir krik$cioniski mitologiniai vaizdiniai.

Dviejuose toliau skelbiamuose straipsniuose nagrinéjami su Lietuvos istorija su-
sije klausimai. Tomas Celkis savotiSkai pratesia nepaprasty moniy temgq ir aptaria
XIV-XVI a. Lietuvos Didziosios KunigaikStystés istoriniuose Saltiniuose minimus
senuosius zmones. Jie iSskiriami kaip ypatinga senajai paprotinei teisei atstovau-
janti ir teisminiuose sprendimuose dalyvaujanti socialiné grupé. Paprotinés teisés
aspektai svarstomi ir Sauliaus Pivoro straipsnyje, skirtame 230-osioms Simono
Daukanto (1793-1864) gimimo metinéms. Jame autorius nagrinéja patarles kaip
prigimtinés teisés nuostatas iSreiskiantj Saltinj S. Daukanto Lietuvos istorijos veika-
luose: juose patarlémis budavo iliustruojamos religingumo, socialumo, teisingumo ir
veiklos laisvés sampratos.

Paskutinis tome skelbiamas tarpdalykinis straipsnis skiriamas iki siol folkloris-
tikoje nenagrinétai temai — terapiniams tradicinés dainuojamosios tautosakos aspek-
tams néstumo, gimdymo ir pogimdyminiu laikotarpiu nidienoje. Giedré Raguotiené,
Vilmanté Aleksiené ir Jolita Zakareviciené, remdamosi apklausty dvylikos gimdziu-
siy motery ir duly pasakojimais, aptaria, kaip joairios tradicinio muzikavimo formos
gali padéti motinai pagerinti fizing ir psichologing bikle: valdyti nerimgq, baime ir
stresq, kurti rysj su vaiku bei palaikyti socialinius rysius.

, Recenzijy® skiltyje pristatomos dvi knygos. Vita Dzekcioriuté aptaria medievis-
fo, technologijy ir medijy eksperto, kulturos paveldo populiarintojo Lukaszo Kozako
sudarytq lenky istoriniy ir etnografiniy Saltiniy apie gyvuosius numirélius rinkinj,
pasirodziusj 2020 m. Varsuvoje angly kalba. Radvilé Racénaité recenzuoja brity is-
toriko ir folkloristo Francis Youngo parengtq deSimties balty pagoniskosios tradicijos
lotynisky Saltiniy, isversty j angly kalbg, rinkting, isleistqg 2022 metais.

Tomgq baigia informacija apie du reikSmingus 2023 m. antrgjj pusmetj vykusius
mokslinius renginius. Dalia Blazulionyté pristato vasarg vykusj 21-gjj Prigimtinés
kultiiros seminarq, nagrinéjusj zmogaus ir misko rysio temq. Paremiologé Dalia Zai-
kauskiené aptaria rudenj Tavyroje (Portugalija) 17-gji kartq surengtq kasmetinj
Tarptautinés paremiology asociacijos (AIP-IAP) organizuojamg kolokviumg, skirtg
patarliy tyrimams.

Radvilé Racénaité, Vita DzZekcioriuté



FOREWORD

Articles comprising the 66" volume of Tautosakos darbai / Folklore Studies cover
various topics of folklore and mythology related both fo the traditional worldview
and the modern times. The first two articles deal with autobiographical narratives,
the study of which has become increasingly popular in contemporary folkloristics.
Five authors — Oksana Labaschuk, Tetiana Harasym, Tetiana Reshetukha,
Katarzyna Majbroda, and Oksana Verbovetska — analyze the autobiographical
narratives in an especially relevant context. Using methods of narratology and
folkloristics, they investigate people’s stories of their experiences at the beginning of
the war in Ukraine. Having conducted a survey of 127 respondents in the course of
slightly more than a year (from March 2022 to May 2023), the authors discern the
main themes in the interviews of the Ukrainian war refugees, discuss the structure
of their narratives and strategies of their self-representation. The author of the next
article Jurga Jonutyté deals with egodocumentaries and raises a question, whether the
so-called ordinary letters could be used as materials for anthropological research.
Combining theoretical insights of researchers working with epistolary materials
with those of anthropologists and philosophers, she analyzes the correspondence by
a Lithuanian poet Janina Degutyté, which elucidates different situational portraits
of the adressant.

This year, the 85" anniversary of professor Norbertas Veélius (1938—1996)
was celebrated. Several articles in this volume elaborate on the fundamental themes
of Lithuanian mythology that he has discussed, proving once again the relevance
of the mythological studies. These articles deal with images of devils and angels,
witches and sorcerers, and other strange people. Lina Bugiené uses the results of
the fieldwork from the 21° century to investigate witchcraft in the contemporary
Lithuanian village community. She regards witchcraft as a syncretic phenomenon,
which includes not only witches, but also other strange people engaging in harmful
magic: sorcerers, people with evil eye, and charmers. Their activities are analyzed in
light of the concept of the neighborhood witch, who is perceived as acting within
the framework of the opposition between one’s own and other. Andrius Kaniava
uses the concept of mental landscape and the current research on placelore to reveal
the importance of the Plateliai Lake as a mythical space. While analyzing the place
legends, he discerns three types of plots that reveal the mythical character of the
space: namely, the appearing of the Plateliai Lake and several lakes connected
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underground, the underwater world of Plateliai (the lake demanding sacrifices), and
the image of the Plateliai Queen. Jiraté Slekonyté presents a comparative study of
the fairy tale “Bearskin” (ATU 361). Using international folklore parallels, she
analyzes the unusual contract depicted in the tale: the devil requesting the man to
neglect the bodily hygiene during several years of service to him. Having fulfilled this
contract, the protagonist enjoys a symbolic rebirth and an enhanced social status. The
author also discusses the possible impact of the Grimms’ tale that was first published
in Lithuanian in 1926 on the Lithuanian fairy tale variants. Solveiga Slapikiené
uses the traditional Lithuanian folk narratives to analyze the mythical images of
devils and angels, and their interactions in the traditional Lithuanian worldview. She
discusses peculiarities of angels and devils when both of them perform their activities
under similar circumstances, introduces the mythical notion of their common origins
and the notion of them as human companions. Her research shows that Lithuanian
folk narratives describing the interactions between angels and devils combines both
the pre-Christian and Christian mythical imagery.

A couple of further articles focus on issues related to the Lithuanian history. In
the wake of the topic of the strange people, Tomas Celkis discusses the old people
mentioned in the historical sources from the 14"—16" century Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. These are defined as a special social group representing the old customary
law while participating in the legal affairs. Certain aspects of the customary law are
within the scope of the article by Saulius Pivoras as well. On the occasion of the
230™ anniversary of the Lithuanian historian Simonas Daukantas (1793—-1864),
this author discusses proverbs as a source for the natural law regulations in the
historical writings by Daukantas, proving that he used proverbs to illustrate notions
of religiosity, social order, justice, and freedom of will.

The concluding article in this volume is an interdisciplinary one dealing with an
underresearched topic in folkloristics, namely, the modern therapeutic aspects of
traditional music during pregnancy, childbirth and the postpartum period. Having
surveyed their interviews with twelve young mothers and doulas, Giedré Raguotiené,
Vilmanté Aleksiené and Jolita Zakareviciené analyze the possible uses of various
forms of traditional music in order to improve the physical and psychological
wellbeing of the young mothers: reducing tension and fear, creating the bond with
the child and maintaining social relationships.

Two book reviews are presented in this volume. Vita DzZekcioriuté discusses an
English collection of Polish historical and ethnographic sources on the living dead,
compiled by the medievalist, expert on technologies and media, and popularizer
of the cultural heritage fukasz Kozak, published in 2020 in Warsaw. Radvilé
Racénaité introduces the anthology by the British historian and folklorist Francis
Young, comprising ten Latin sources of the pre-Christian Baltic tradition translated
into English and published in 2022.
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The volume concludes with information on two significant scholarly events
that took place in the second half of 2023. Dalia Blazulionyté reflects on the 21*
Seminar of the Local Culture, which was centered on the connection between man and
forest. Dalia Zaikauskiené presents the 17" annual colloquium of the International
Association of Paremiology (AIP-IAP) organized in Tavira, Portugal.

Radvilé Racenaité, Vita DZekcioriuté
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